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1400 BC

1300 BC

Joshua succeeds 
Moses as Israel’s 
leader.
Josh. 1

Israelites spy out 
the land. Rahab 
hides the spies. 
Josh. 2

Israel forsakes 
God. Then, judges 
Othniel, Ehud, and 
Shamgar lead 
Israel. 
Judg. 1–3

Judge Gideon 
defeats the 
Midianites. 
Judg. 6–8

God parts the 
Jordan River and 
the Israelites walk 
through on dry land. 
Josh. 3–5

Judge Deborah 
and military leader 
Barak defeat their 
oppressors. Jael 
kills an enemy 
commander with a 
tent peg. 
Judg. 4–5

Israelites march around 
Jericho 7 days, walls 
collapse, and the city is 
conquered. Rahab and 
her family are spared. 
Josh. 6

Joshua dies at 
110 years old. 
Josh. 24:29–33

Israel renews 
the covenant; 
Joshua’s farewell. 
Josh. 23–24

 Rahab is 
listed in Jesus’ 

genealogy. Matt. 1:5 

 Barak and Gideon are 
listed as heroes of faith. 

Heb. 11:32

 Jesus is the 
Greek form of 

the name Yeshua or 
Joshua which means 
“the Lord saves.”

 When Jesus entered 
Jericho, he made it a 

place of healing: blind 
Bartimaeus received sight 
and Zacchaeus spiritual 
healing. Mark 10:46–52;  
Luke 18:35–43; 19:1–9

 Rahab is described 
as a hero of faith 

and righteousness.  
Heb. 11:31; James 2:25

1406 bc

TIME LINE KEY

Prophecy Fulfilled by Jesus

Person in the Genealogy of Jesus

New Testament Connection Dates are approximate.

Chronology of the judges 
is uncertain. They are 
listed here in the order 
they appear in the book 
of Judges.
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1200 BC 1100 BC

Gideon’s son Abimelek 
kills his 70 brothers. In 
the end, he is killed by 
woman who drops a 
millstone on his head. 
Judg. 9

Israel renews 
the covenant 
at Mounts Ebal 
and Gerizim. 
Josh. 8:30–35

Gibeonites 
trick Joshua 
into making a 
peace treaty 
with them. 
Josh. 9

Judges Tola, Jair, 
Jephthah, Ibzan, 
Elon, and Abdon 
lead Israel. 
Judg. 10–12

Joshua defeats 
cities in the 
south, then the 
north. 
Josh. 10–12

Joshua divides 
the land among 
the tribes of 
Israel. 
Josh. 13–22

Achan disobeys 
God, so it takes 
two attempts to 
defeat the city 
of Ai. 
Josh. 7–8

Judge Samson 
fights the Philistines 
with incredible 
physical strength.
Judg. 13–16

 As Joshua led God’s 
people into rest in the 

promised land, Jesus leads 
his followers into rest in the 
new creation. Josh. 21:44; 
Heb. 4:1–11

 Boaz and Ruth 
are listed in Jesus’ 

genealogy. Matt. 1:5;  
Luke 3:32

The book of Hebrews 
explains that when Jesus 

came, he introduced “a better 
hope” because he became “the 
guarantor of a better covenant.” 
Heb. 7:18–22

Idolatry, violence, 
and war among 
the tribes of Israel. 
Judg. 17–21

Ruth marries 
Boaz and has 
a child, an 
ancestor of 
King David. 
Ruth 1–4

 Jephthah and 
Samson are listed as 

heroes of the faith.  
Heb. 11:32
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Joshua had been one of the two spies 
who returned from the promised land 
with a favorable report for Moses. The 

other ten spies had persuaded the Israelites 
to stay out, for people who lived in the 
land were big and powerful, like giants in 
their eyes. Joshua, however, challenged the 
Israelites to have courage: “The Lord is with 
us. Do not be afraid” (Num. 14:9). But the 
people listened to their fears more than God’s 
promises. As a result, God let them wander 
in the wilderness until that generation 
passed away.

Fast-forward almost forty years, and Joshua 
again stood at the edge of the promised land. 
God had given his people another chance to 
find the courage that the earlier generation 
lacked—this time, to take on the giants in 
the land.

Conquest of 
Canaan

Joshua 1–24
Joshua was Moses’ appointed successor to 
lead the Israelites into Canaan (Num. 27:18–
20). Like Moses, Joshua had a promise from 
God: “I will never leave you nor forsake you” 
(Josh. 1:5).

The entry into the land began with a 
miraculous sign of God’s presence. God 
parted the Jordan River so the people 
entered across dry land. This was 
reminiscent of the Red Sea parting as Moses 
and the Israelites left Egypt. The conquest 
of cities in Canaan began with God tumbling 
the massive walls of Jericho. Rahab, a 
Canaanite woman in Jericho who wisely 
understood what was happening, said, “I 
know that the Lord has given you this land. 

. . . For the Lord your God is God in heaven 
above and earth below” (Josh. 2:9, 11). When 
Jericho fell, she and her family were spared 
because of her faith and assistance to Israel.

Then, Joshua and his army moved through 
central Canaan. Near Shechem, between 
Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim, Joshua 
and all the people assembled to worship 
the Lord (Josh. 8:34; see also Deut. 11:29). 
Shechem was the location where Abraham 
and his family had settled centuries earlier 
when God called him to move to Canaan 
(Gen. 12:6). Joshua built an altar on Mount 
Ebal, the priests presented offerings to the 
Lord, and Joshua read the law of Moses to 
all the people, reminding them to obey their 
covenant with God.

Next, Joshua conquered cities in the 
southern region of Canaan, followed by 
victories in the north. In all these battles, 
God was their behind-the-scenes military 
commander, present and empowering (Josh. 
5:13–15). Feared by the people of the land, 
the Israelites quickly settled throughout 
Canaan and Joshua allotted specific 
territories to the different tribes of Israel. 

The book closes with Joshua’s farewell 
address in which he reminds the people to 
remain faithful to God as God was faithful to 
them. Joshua memorably declared: 

“Choose for yourselves this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods your ancestors 
served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of 
the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But 
as for me and my household, we will serve the 
Lord.” (Josh. 24:15)

Joshua died at 110 years old and was buried 
in the promised land.
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1. Israel crosses the Jordan River into Canaan and camps at Gilgal. Josh. 3:1–5:1

2. Central conquest: Jericho and Ai. Josh. 6:1–27; 8:1–29

3. Israel renews the covenant between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim. Josh 8:30–34

4. Southern conquest: Gibeon, Hebron, and other cities. Josh. 9:1–10:43

5. Northern conquest: Hazor and other cities. Josh. 11:1–23

Joshua’s Route of Conquest
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