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26. Kerusso
kay-ROOS-soh

κηρύσσω

announce,  
publicly declare, 
make known

Luke 4:43 “I must proclaim the good news of 
the kingdom of God.”
Rom. 10:14–15; 1 Cor. 2:4–5; 2 Tim. 4:2

The verb kerusso implies announcing a decree, like how a king’s messenger would make 
known a royal proclamation. The goal was to publicize the message. When a person 
preaches the gospel (the good news of King Jesus), those who hear it experience the action 
of kerusso.

27. Kosmos
KAWS-maws

κόσμος

inhabited world, 
earth, material 
universe

John 1:10 “He was in the world, and though 
the world was made through him, the world 
did not recognize him.”
John 12:46–47; Acts 17:24–25; 1 Cor. 5:9–10

Most basically, kosmos refers to the inhabited world, the created order, which is deemed 
good because God created it. More figuratively, it can mean a system of people or powers 
opposed to God’s will and purposes. God’s world is still good, but humanity, because of sin, 
leverages and manipulates the world for their own corrupt desires.

28. Kurios
KOO-ree-aws

κύριος

master, lord, 
owner

1 Cor. 8:6 “There is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
through whom all things came and through 
whom we live.”
John 20:28; Rom. 10:12; Phil. 2:10–11

A kurios was a person of status and authority who had ownership of something. Like the 
Hebrew word for lord (adonai), kurios can be a formal address (like “sir”), but it can also be 
used to refer to God and his supremacy (Matt. 11:25). Declaring that “Jesus is Lord” is a 
foundational confession of the Christian faith (Rom. 10:9).

29. Logos
LAW-gaws

λόγος

word, message, 
speech

John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the  
Word was God.”
Matt. 13:20–21; Col. 3:16; Heb. 4:12–13

Logos can have a wide range of meaning, but its most basic meaning is “word” or “speech.” 
When we speak, we are trying to communicate something to others. In the first chapter of 
John’s gospel, he declares that Jesus is the Word (logos) of God, who became human and 
dwelt among us. Jesus is God’s way of communicating his character to us.

30. Makarios
mah-KAH-ree-aws

μακάριος

blessed, happy, 
favored

Luke 6:20 “Blessed are you who are poor, for 
yours is the kingdom of God.”
Matt. 5:8; Rom. 4:7–8; Rev. 19:9

Today, we might use the word blessed to say that things in life are going smoothly. In the 
Bible, however, makarios means to be favored by God, and this favor is tied to being in 
relationship with him. Everyone who knows God through Jesus is blessed, which is true even 
in very difficult times.

31. Martus
MAR-toos

μάρτυς

witness, one who 
testifies, martyr

Acts 2:32 “God has raised this Jesus to life, 
and we are all witnesses of it.”
Luke 24:48; 1 Peter 5:1; Rev. 2:13

A martus is someone who can verify a report by giving their testimony to the truth of a claim. 
Our English word martyr comes from martus. A Christian martyr is a person who is killed 
because of their testimony of faith or the truth of the gospel.

32. Mathetes
mah-thay-TAYS

μαθητής

disciple, student, 
apprentice

Luke 6:40 “A student is not above the teacher, 
but everyone who is fully trained will be like 
their teacher.”
Matt. 16:24–25; John 15:8; Acts 14:21–22

A disciple is like a student to a teacher and an apprentice to a tradesman. To be a follower of 
Jesus is to be his mathetes. A disciple, as a student, learns about who God is from listening 
to the teachings of Jesus; and, like an apprentice, watches Jesus and models his or her life 
after Jesus’s life.

33. Monogenes
maw-naw-geh-NAYS

μονογενής

only, unique,  
one-of-a-kind

1 John 4:9 “God … sent his one and only 
Son into the world so that we might live 
through him.”
John 1:14; 3:16; Heb. 11:17

While monogenes can mean “only,” as in “take only one cookie,” it can also mean “unique” 
or “one and only.” Jesus is the one and only Son of God. There is no one else like him. Yet 
God gave up his one and only Son to death on the cross for our sake.

34. Nomos
NAW-maws

νόμος

torah, law, 
principle

John 1:17 “For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ.”
Matt. 5:17; Rom. 3:20; Gal. 3:10

In the New Testament, nomos is sometimes used generally to mean a rule or principle 
(Rom. 7:23), but it most often refers to the law of Moses, the first five books of the Old 
Testament. The law reveals human sin but is itself insufficient to save humanity from sin. 
Instead of being bound to the law, followers of Jesus live according to the “law of Christ” 
(1 Cor. 9:21; Gal. 6:2).
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35. Paideia
pie-DAY-ah

παιδεία

training, discipline, 
instruction

Eph. 6:4 “Fathers, do not exasperate your 
children; instead, bring them up in the 
training and instruction of the Lord.”
2 Tim. 3:16–17; Heb. 12:5–11

The English word discipline has many negative connotations. However, discipline, or paideia, 
in the New Testament refers to helpful (though often difficult) training given to teach a 
person how to live well. Hardship is called God’s paideia, his way of instructing his children 
how to cling to him.

36. Parousia
par-oo-SEE-ah

παρουσία

immediate 
presence, coming, 
advent

James 5:8 “You too, be patient and stand firm, 
because the Lord’s coming is near.”
Matt. 24:3; 2 Thess. 2:8; 2 Peter 3:4

Parousia refers to the physical presence of a person. For example, the people of a city 
would wait for the parousia of a king to greet him. In the New Testament, this word is used 
to describe the second coming of Jesus. Christians are to await the royal arrival of Christ 
who will establish his kingdom forever.

37. Peirasmos
pay-rah-SMAWS

πειρασμός

test, trial, 
temptation

1 Cor. 10:13 “God is faithful; he will not let 
you be tempted beyond what you can bear.” 
1 Cor. 10:9; James 1:12; 1 Peter 4:12

Peirasmos can mean “test,” “trial,” or “temptation” depending on the context. This word 
suggests a test that determines the character of something. What we do in times of trial 
shows what we love most at that moment. In this sense, temptations that we face are a  
kind of test.

38. Phobos
FAW-baws

φόβος

fear, honor, revere Eph. 5:21 “Submit to one another out of 
reverence for Christ.”
Matt. 10:26–31; Rom. 8:15; 1 John 4:18

One of the most frequent commands in the Bible is “fear not.” Phobos is often used in this 
sense, to mean “afraid” or “terrified.” Yet when this word is used in reference to God, such 
as the “fear of the Lord,” it means more like reverence and being awe-struck by his power. 
Christians fear God in this sense but have no reason to be afraid of God punishing them 
because Jesus paid the penalty for sin.

39. Pisteuo
pih-STYOO-oh

πιστεύω

believe, trust, 
entrust

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him may not perish but have eternal life.”
Mark 1:15; John 5:24; James 2:23

In English, to believe that something is true might not affect a person’s actions, like 
believing the sky is blue. But pisteuo in the Bible means to trust in something or someone. 
For example, if a person believes, in the pisteuo sense, that a seatbelt will protect him in 
a car crash, then he will wear it in the car. This kind of trust is what Jesus wants from his 
disciples.

40. Pistis
PIH-stis

πίστις

faith, fidelity, 
faithfulness, 
confidence

Matt. 17:20 “If you have faith as small as a 
mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move.” 
Gal. 5:22; Eph. 2:8; Heb. 11:1

In the Gospels, Jesus encounters people of “great faith,” whom he heals (Matt. 15:28), 
but also others of “little faith,” who doubt him and become fearful (Matt. 8:26). Ultimately, 
though, it is not the amount of faith (for it can even be as small as a mustard seed) but 
whom that faith is placed in that makes it powerful.

41. Pleroo
play-RAW-oh

πληρόω

fill, fulfill, complete Matt. 26:54 “But how then would the 
Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen 
in this way?”
Luke 24:44; John 16:24; Eph. 3:19

This verb can simply mean “fill,” like filling a glass with water. However, it can also mean 
“fulfill,” like how Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecies. In a way, he “filled” the words of 
Scripture with their ultimate meaning. This is what Jesus meant when he said he came to 
fulfill the Law and the Prophets (Matt. 5:17).

42. Pneuma
NOO-mah

πνεῦμα

spirit, breath, wind John 20:22 “With that he breathed on them 
and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’”
Mark 2:8; John 3:8; Eph. 1:13

The word pneuma is used not only to refer to the Holy Spirit but also to life-giving human 
breath (Acts 17:25), to our inner lives (1 Cor. 2:11), and to spiritual beings (Mark 1:23). 
From this, we can understand who the Holy Spirit is more clearly: he animates us, gives  
us life, and is the personal, spiritual presence of God.

43. Psuche
psoo-KAY

ψυχή

human life or 
consciousness, 
person, soul

Mark 8:35 “For whoever wants to save their 
life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for 
me and for the gospel will save it.”
Matt. 11:29; 22:37; Heb. 4:12

Psuche is a word with a complex definition. It can be translated as “soul,” but it is not 
necessarily immaterial. It refers to life in mind and body. In a way, the psuche is an 
individual’s personhood. Jesus said that his followers must lose their own psuche and  
allow him to give them a new one.
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44. Sarx
SARKS

σάρξ

body, flesh,  
sinful nature

Rom. 8:13 “If you live according to the flesh, 
you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the misdeeds of the body, you will live.”
Mark 14:38; John 1:12–14; Rom. 7:18

While sarx can refer to a physical body or humanity as a species (John 1:14; Acts 2:17), 
it most often carries with it the idea of the human tendency toward sin. In this sense, sarx 
refers to the human condition of loving sin and self more than God and others.

45. Skenoo
skay-NAW-oh

σκηνόω

dwell, settle, live John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us.”
Rev. 7:15; 13:6; 21:3

Skenoo shares a root with the Greek word for tent (skene) and means, literally, “to live in a 
tent.” In John 1, it describes Jesus becoming human, alluding to how God had “dwelt” in 
the tabernacle/tent with Israel in the wilderness. Jesus becoming human was God’s way of 
“pitching a tent” in his creation.

46. Sophia
soh-FEE-ah

σοφία

wisdom, insight, 
ability to 
understand

Rom. 11:33 “Oh, the depth of the riches and 
wisdom and knowledge of God!”
1 Cor. 1:24; 3:19; James 3:13–15

Wisdom is the skill of living well. It is knowing how to best apply knowledge in a way that 
honors God. There is a worldly wisdom that causes people to act selfishly, but godly wisdom 
is always concerned for others and God’s glory.

47. Soteria
soh-tay-REE-ah

σωτηρία

salvation, 
deliverance, 
preservation

Heb. 5:9 “Once made perfect, he became  
the source of eternal salvation for all who  
obey him.”
Rom. 13:11; Phil. 2:12; 1 Peter 1:5

In the Old Testament, God’s salvation was most clearly shown in the exodus, when he 
brought Israel out of slavery in Egypt. In the New Testament, salvation is seen in Jesus 
delivering humanity from the power of sin and death. Soteria implies being freed from an 
oppressive entity which enslaves its subjects.

48. 
Splanchnizomai
splahnk-NIH-zaw-my

σπλαγχνίζομαι

have compassion, 
sympathy, pity

Matt. 14:14 “When Jesus landed and saw a 
large crowd, he had compassion on them  
and healed their sick.”
Matt. 9:36; Luke 10:33; 15:20

This verb means to be sympathetic to a person’s suffering. It shares a root with the noun 
splanchnon, which refers to one’s intestines. There is a saying in English that something “hit 
me in the gut.” This is the kind of compassion Jesus feels for humanity—that inner, intense 
“gut” feeling.

49. Teleios
TELL-ay-aws

τέλειος

perfect, complete, 
mature

Matt. 5:48 “Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.”
Matt. 19:21; Phil. 3:12; James 1:4

Teleios can sometimes mean “perfect” in the sense that something is flawless or without 
defect, but often it means “complete” or “fully matured.” It shares a root with the word telos, 
which means “end” or “goal.” Christians seek to be mature in faith while acknowledging that 
full teleios will only happen when Jesus returns.

50. Zoe
zoh-AY

ζωή

life, human 
existence, spiritual 
or transcendent 
life

John 10:10 “I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full.”
John 14:6; Col. 3:3; Titus 3:6–7

Zoe refers to human life, yet this is not merely our physical bodies but all living experience, 
especially spiritual life. God alone provides spiritual life and is able to guide and sustain 
physical life. Eternal life is found through faith in Jesus Christ (John 6:47).

 � After agape, phileo (φιλέω) is the next most common word for love in the New 
Testament. Phileo is a kind of friendly, family, or brotherly love (John 11:3; 16:27; 
Rev. 3:19).  

 � Messiah is an English rendering of the Hebrew word mashiach. Both christos (Greek 
for Christ) and mashiach mean “anointed one” (Ps. 2:1–2; Acts 4:25–26). 

 � Alpha and omega (Α/α and Ω/ω) are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. 
In John’s vision, Jesus identifies himself as “the Alpha and the Omega, the First and 
the Last, the Beginning and the End” (Rev. 22:13). 

Other Greek Words
 � Amen (ἀμήν) is a Greek word adopted from Hebrew (Ps. 89:52; Neh. 8:6). It is the 
last word in the New Testament (Rev. 22:21). It is a powerful way of affirming that 
something is true. In the Gospels, amen is usually translated as “truly,” “assuredly,” 
or “verily” (Matt. 5:18; John 6:47). 

 � The English word doxology comes from the Greek words doxa and logos, literally a 
“glory-word.” A doxology is a song praising God for his majesty.
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Word Definition Scripture Insights
1. Adelphos 
Adelphe
ah-dell-FAWS  
ah-dell-FAY

ἀδελφός 
ἀδελφή

brother, sister, 
fellow Christian

Matt. 12:49–50 “Pointing to his disciples, he 
said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers. 
For whoever does the will of my Father in 
heaven is my brother and sister  
and mother.’”
Rom. 16:1; 1 Cor. 7:15; 2 Cor. 13:11

The New Testament authors referred to their fellow Christians as brothers and sisters. This 
gives us a profound insight into how the first Christians viewed each other—as adopted 
children in the family of God: “Those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of 
God.... The Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship” (Rom. 8:14–15).  

2. Agape
ah-GAH-pay

ἀγάπη

love, affection, 
warm regard

Matt. 22:37–38 “‘Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment.”
Matt. 22:39; Rom. 5:8; 1 Cor. 13:1–13

The English word love can be used lightly (“I love pizza”) or seriously (“I love you”). In the 
Bible, the word agape does not describe personal preference, but a heartfelt affection for 
another person, which causes one to sacrifice for the other’s well-being. This is the way 
“God so loved the world,” by giving up his only Son for its well-being (John 3:16).

3. Aletheia
ah-LAY-thay-ah

ἀλήθεια

truth, truthfulness, 
reality

John 14:6 “I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”
John 18:37–38; Rom. 1:18; 1 John 4:6

Truth is not something that people make up themselves; truth is what is real. Aletheia is 
whatever agrees with reality and is trustworthy. Ultimately, what is true is what corresponds 
to what God says is true, because he is the ultimate reality. Christians follow Jesus for many 
reasons, but one of them is because he is aletheia.

4. Anastasis
ah-NAH-stah-sis

ἀνάστασις

resurrection, 
rising, arise

John 11:25 “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life.’”
Luke 20:37; Rom. 6:5; 1 Cor. 15:21

The word anastasis is a compound word of a preposition meaning “up” (ana) and the verb for 
“I stand” (histemi). Anastasis is used to refer both to Jesus “rising up” from the grave with 
new life after he was crucified and to the future resurrection of believers.

5. Anthropos
AHN-throw-paws

ἄνθρωπος

man, humankind, 
people

Mark 1:17 “‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, 
‘and I will send you out to fish for people.’”
John 1:4; 19:5; Rom. 5:18

When the New Testament authors used the word anthropos, they were sometimes referring 
to a male person (John 3:1), but usually they meant humanity collectively. God “wants all 
people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4).

6. Aphiemi 
af-EE-ay-mee

ἀφίημι

dismiss, release, 
forgive, leave

Matt. 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors.”
Matt. 9:6; Luke 18:29; John 16:32

Aphiemi is most often used in the New Testament to mean “send away,” “let go,” or “leave,” 
such as when the disciples left their fishing nets behind to follow Jesus (Mark 1:18). When 
used in the context of sins, aphiemi is usually translated as “forgive.” A forgiven person is set 
free, having had their spiritual debts dismissed.

7. Apokalupsis
ah-paw-KAH-loop-sis

ἀποκάλυψις

revelation, 
disclosure, 
apocalypse

1 Peter 1:13 “Set your hope on the grace 
to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 
revealed at his coming.”
Luke 2:26; 1 Cor. 1:7; Eph. 1:17

The English word apocalypse is a rendering of apokalupsis, the title of the book of Revelation. 
Since Jesus’s return is associated with the end of the world, apocalypse evokes thoughts of 
worldwide disasters. However, the Greek word simply means “a revealing.” Jesus’s return is 
the time when he will be revealed.

8. Basileia
bah-sil-AY-ah

βασιλεία

kingdom, kingship, 
royal reign

Matt. 18:3 “Truly I tell you, unless you change 
and become like little children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven.”
Luke 12:32; John 3:5; 2 Peter 1:11

The kingdom of God is a rich theological concept. Jesus proclaimed that heaven’s kingdom 
had come in his ministry. The royal rule of God, his dominion, had begun to spread when 
Jesus was on earth, but it will not be fully established until Jesus returns. Christians 
experience some of the kingdom now on earth, but not all of it yet.
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9. Chara
ka-RAH

χαρά

joy, gladness, 
delight

John 16:22 “Now is your time of grief, but I 
will see you again and you will rejoice, and no 
one will take away your joy.”
Luke 2:10; Heb. 10:34; 1 Peter 1:8–9

Chara is much more than a feeling of happiness; it is a serious gladness that can be present 
even in very difficult times. This joy is a delight in something that satisfies the soul, which 
can often make people happy but does not mean they have to be cheerful. In Scripture, 
God’s glory and goodness are the sources of joy.

10. Charis
KAH-ris

χάρις

grace, favor, 
goodwill

Rom. 11:5–6 “There is a remnant chosen 
by grace. And if by grace, then it cannot be 
based on works; if it were, grace would no 
longer be grace.”
Eph. 2:7; 2 Tim. 2:1; Heb. 4:16

Charis is a voluntary act of favor or an unprompted gift. This is how God’s salvation is 
described in the Bible—a voluntary act of grace that he gives to the world. It cannot be 
earned or lost; it is a gift to be received by trusting in Jesus.

11. Charizomai
kah-RIH-zoh-my

χαρίζομαι

pardon, forgive, 
give freely

Col. 2:13 “God made you alive with Christ. He 
forgave us all our sins.” 
Luke 7:42–43; Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13

Based on the same root as charis, charizomai means to forgive. This is an act of pardoning, 
which should prompt gratitude on behalf of the person being forgiven, reflecting the 
graciousness of the person doing the pardoning. God is said to charizomai our sins, 
pardoning us from the ultimate consequence of sin: eternal death.

12. Christos
cris-TAWS

Χριστός

Christ, Messiah, 
anointed one

Mark 8:29 “[Jesus] asked them, ‘But who do 
you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You 
are the Christ.’” (esv)
Matt. 24:4–5; Acts 2:36; Rev. 12:10–11

Christ is an English rendering of the Greek word christos. This is not a personal name, but 
a title: Anointed One or Messiah. (Some English Bibles translate christos as Messiah.) The 
Jewish people in Jesus’s time awaited a Messiah, a person endued with a special portion of 
God’s Spirit, to deliver them from oppression and establish God’s kingdom. Jesus is God’s 
chosen Messiah for the whole world.

13. Dechomai
DEH-kaw-my

δέχομαι

receive, welcome, 
approve

Matt. 10:40 “Anyone who welcomes you 
welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes 
me welcomes the one who sent me.”
Luke 9:48; Acts 7:59; 1 Thess. 1:6–7

In certain contexts, dechomai can mean to receive an item, like a gift or prize, but in the New 
Testament, it usually means to welcome a person. Since Jesus and God the Father are one, 
any person who receives (or welcomes) Jesus receives God the Father also.

14. Dikaioo
dih-kai-AW-oh

δικαιόω

justify, vindicate, 
make free

Rom. 8:33 “Who will bring any charge against 
those whom God has chosen? It is God who 
justifies.”
Rom. 5:1; Gal. 3:11; Titus 3:7

To justify means to prove an action or person morally right, or otherwise innocent. We might 
say that a person can justify his or her actions, and dikaioo has this meaning, but it can also 
mean to free someone from legal accusation. This is what God does for those who trust in 
Jesus—he frees them from a guilty verdict.

15. Doxa
DAW-ksah

δόξα

radiance, splendor, 
glory

2 Cor. 3:18 “We all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into his image with ever-increasing 
glory, which comes from the Lord.”
Matt. 16:27; John 17:5; 1 Peter 5:1–2

Doxa can refer to the brightness of a thing, such as the sun. When doxa is used to describe 
people or God, it refers to their beauty and awesome appearance or their honor and 
reputation. Doxa can also refer to a manifestation of God’s presence (Rev. 21:23).

16. Ekklesia
eck-clay-SEE-ah

ἐκκλησία

assembly, church, 
congregation

Acts 5:11 “Great fear seized the whole church 
and all who heard about these events.”
Matt. 16:18; 1 Cor. 15:9; Col. 1:18

In the New Testament, ekklesia can refer to a general gathering or assembly, a local 
gathering of Christians, or to all Christians as a single group. When you read the word 
church, it may bring up thoughts of pews and pulpits, but an ekklesia in Bible times simply 
meant Christians who met together in homes to worship and fellowship.
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17. Elpis
el-PIHS

ἐλπίς

hope, expectation, 
something  
hoped for

Rom. 5:5 “Hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured out into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit.”
Rom. 8:18–25; 1 Cor. 13:13; Heb. 11:1

The English word hope captures well what elpis means. Hope is something that has not 
happened yet, which a person desires to happen. In Scripture, hope is more than a wish; it 
conveys confidence that something will happen. The confident hope of Christians is eternal 
life with God.

18. Euangelion
you-ahn-GEH-lee-ahn

εὐαγγέλιον

good news, good 
report, gospel

Rom 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, because it is the power of God that 
brings salvation to everyone who believes.”
Mark 1:14–15; 2 Cor. 4:4; Gal. 1:8

Whenever you read the words good news or gospel in the New Testament, you read the word 
euangelion. It is used to describe the good news that God’s Son, Jesus Christ, has ushered 
in God’s kingdom by dying for the sins of the world and rising from the dead to give eternal 
life to all who believe.

19. Exousia
ek-SOOS-ee-ah

ἐξούσια

governing power, 
right, authority

Matt. 28:18 “Jesus came to them and said, 
‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.’”
Matt. 21:23–24; Luke 5:24; Col. 1:13

Exousia is the ability to control or the right to make authoritative decisions. A king or 
emperor, for instance, has exousia over his kingdom. During Jesus’s earthly ministry, 
he demonstrated his authority over spiritual powers and the natural world through his 
miraculous works.

20. Hagios
HAH-gee-aws

ἅγιος

holy, sacred, saint Acts 9:32 “Now as Peter went here and there 
among them all, he came down also to the 
saints who lived at Lydda.” (esv)
Luke 4:34; Acts 2:27; Rom. 12:1

Hagios means being set apart or dedicated to God. This requires purity and righteousness, 
but it is always God (not us) who makes people holy. In the New Testament, Christians are 
called “holy ones” (hagion) and some Bibles translate this as “saints” or “the Lord’s people” 
(1 Thess. 3:13).

21. Hamartia
hah-mar-TEE-ah

ἁμαρτία

sin, sinfulness, 
sinful power

Rom. 7:14 “We know that the law is spiritual; 
but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.”
Matt. 1:21; John 8:34; Heb. 10:12

The New Testament speaks of sin as actions contrary to God’s desire for creation and 
people, and also as something more than deeds; sin is a spiritual reality experienced by 
humanity. All of us have a natural tendency to turn away from God and toward sin. Jesus 
came to set people free from enslavement to sin.

22. Hupomone
hoo-paw-maw-NAY

ὑπομονή

endurance, 
steadfastness, 
perseverance

Rom. 5:3–4 “We know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and 
character, hope.”
Rom. 15:4; Heb. 10:36; James 1:3

The New Testament authors knew that being a Christian was difficult. They experienced 
persecution and hardship. They urged fellow Christians to have hupomone, which means 
patient endurance. This would refine a Christian’s character to be more like Jesus, the 
perfect example of hupomone.

23. Kairos
kai-RAWS

καιρός

appointed time, 
season, period  
of time

Rom. 5:6 “At just the right time, when we were 
still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”
Matt. 16:3; Gal. 6:9; Eph. 5:16

The word kairos means “time,” but not in the sense of “It’s four o’clock.” Rather, it is what 
we mean when we say, “It was not the right time to tell him about the loss.” Kairos refers to 
a time appointed for an action or an occasion for an event. Paul writes about the “fullness of 
time” to describe when God’s plans for salvation are fulfilled (Eph. 1:10).

24. Kardia
kar-DEE-ah

καρδία

heart, source of 
inner life, place  
of decision

Matt. 5:8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they will see God.”
Luke 6:43–45; Gal. 4:4–6; Heb. 3:12–13

Kardia can mean a literal, physical heart but usually it is far more than that. In the Old 
Testament, the Hebrew word for heart (lev) describes the place from which a person makes 
life decisions. The New Testament uses kardia in this way as well—the core of a human 
being, where one’s desires and values come from. Paul says that Christians believe in their 
heart that God raised Jesus from the dead (Rom. 10:9).

25. Kenoo 
keh-NAW-oh

κενόω

empty, make void, 
divest

Phil. 2:7 “But [Christ] emptied himself, taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 
of men.” (esv)
Rom. 4:14; 1 Cor. 1:17; 2 Cor. 9:3

Jesus emptying himself to take the form of a servant does not mean that he stopped being 
God, but rather that he “divested himself” of the power and rights that were his. This is the 
model of the Christian life—laying down rights and privileges for the sake of others.

50 Greek Words Every Christian Should Know 

Biblical Greek is rich with meaning and theological nuance, but sometimes 
these gems get lost in translation when exact English equivalents do not exist. 
While the definitions presented here do not match every instance where 
the Greek word occurs in the New Testament, these brief explanations will 
help you discover new insights into God’s Word as you learn more about the 
language of the New Testament. 

Though differences in spelling and pronunciation do exist, these fifty words  
are listed alphabetically according to common English renderings of the  
Greek terms.

Each entry includes: 

 � English transliteration and Greek lettering

 � Basic pronunciation guide, in which the 
capitalized letters indicate the syllable that 
should be emphasized

 � Definition and insights

 � Key Bible verse with the translated word 
emphasized

 � Other Scripture references using 
the word  

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and 
retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scriptures are taken from the Holy 
Bible, New International Version,® NIV.® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. 
All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com. The “NIV” and 
“New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™
Scripture quotations marked ESV are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy 
Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.

RELIGION / Biblical Reference / Language Study

81894 50 Greek Words Every Christian Should Know

ISBN 978-1-4964-8189-4

9 7 8 1 4 9 6 4 8 1 8 9 4

www.hendricksonrose.com

Published by Rose Publishing, 
an imprint of Tyndale House Ministries

© 2024 Rose Publishing 
www.hendricksonrose.com

Cover photo: Kenneth Sponsler/Shutterstock.com 

Contributing authors: Tyler Comer, MDiv; Jessica Curiel, MA 

Word entries and definitions are from Greek-English Lexicon of 
the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd ed., 
by Frederick W. Danker, Walter Bauer, William F. Arndt, and  
F. Wilbur Gingrich (University of Chicago Press, 2000). 

Printed in the United States of America.  011123GPA

4321 5 6
1

1
© 2024 Rose PublishingThis free eChart is taken from the pamphlet 50 Greek Words Every Christian Should Know (ISBN 978-1-4964-8189-4). 

This easy-to-understand, practical, quick-reference pamphlet that will immediately refresh your Bible study, covering the 
basics of common biblical Greek words, definitions, and more! 



www.hendricksonrose.com © 2023  Rose Publishing, LLC. 
Permission granted to the original purchaser to print out. It is illegal to sell, email, replicate, duplicate, or post any part 
of this on the Internet. Download catalog and sign up for Rose Bible e-Charts at www.hendricksonrose.com
Title: 50 Greek Words Every Christian Should Know  Product Code: 81894    ISBN: 9781496481894

Word Definition Scripture Insights
1. Adelphos 
Adelphe
ah-dell-FAWS  
ah-dell-FAY

ἀδελφός 
ἀδελφή

brother, sister, 
fellow Christian

Matt. 12:49–50 “Pointing to his disciples, he 
said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers. 
For whoever does the will of my Father in 
heaven is my brother and sister  
and mother.’”
Rom. 16:1; 1 Cor. 7:15; 2 Cor. 13:11

The New Testament authors referred to their fellow Christians as brothers and sisters. This 
gives us a profound insight into how the first Christians viewed each other—as adopted 
children in the family of God: “Those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of 
God.... The Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship” (Rom. 8:14–15).  

2. Agape
ah-GAH-pay

ἀγάπη

love, affection, 
warm regard

Matt. 22:37–38 “‘Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment.”
Matt. 22:39; Rom. 5:8; 1 Cor. 13:1–13

The English word love can be used lightly (“I love pizza”) or seriously (“I love you”). In the 
Bible, the word agape does not describe personal preference, but a heartfelt affection for 
another person, which causes one to sacrifice for the other’s well-being. This is the way 
“God so loved the world,” by giving up his only Son for its well-being (John 3:16).

3. Aletheia
ah-LAY-thay-ah

ἀλήθεια

truth, truthfulness, 
reality

John 14:6 “I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”
John 18:37–38; Rom. 1:18; 1 John 4:6

Truth is not something that people make up themselves; truth is what is real. Aletheia is 
whatever agrees with reality and is trustworthy. Ultimately, what is true is what corresponds 
to what God says is true, because he is the ultimate reality. Christians follow Jesus for many 
reasons, but one of them is because he is aletheia.

4. Anastasis
ah-NAH-stah-sis

ἀνάστασις

resurrection, 
rising, arise

John 11:25 “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life.’”
Luke 20:37; Rom. 6:5; 1 Cor. 15:21

The word anastasis is a compound word of a preposition meaning “up” (ana) and the verb for 
“I stand” (histemi). Anastasis is used to refer both to Jesus “rising up” from the grave with 
new life after he was crucified and to the future resurrection of believers.

5. Anthropos
AHN-throw-paws

ἄνθρωπος

man, humankind, 
people

Mark 1:17 “‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, 
‘and I will send you out to fish for people.’”
John 1:4; 19:5; Rom. 5:18

When the New Testament authors used the word anthropos, they were sometimes referring 
to a male person (John 3:1), but usually they meant humanity collectively. God “wants all 
people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4).

6. Aphiemi 
af-EE-ay-mee

ἀφίημι

dismiss, release, 
forgive, leave

Matt. 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors.”
Matt. 9:6; Luke 18:29; John 16:32

Aphiemi is most often used in the New Testament to mean “send away,” “let go,” or “leave,” 
such as when the disciples left their fishing nets behind to follow Jesus (Mark 1:18). When 
used in the context of sins, aphiemi is usually translated as “forgive.” A forgiven person is set 
free, having had their spiritual debts dismissed.

7. Apokalupsis
ah-paw-KAH-loop-sis

ἀποκάλυψις

revelation, 
disclosure, 
apocalypse

1 Peter 1:13 “Set your hope on the grace 
to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 
revealed at his coming.”
Luke 2:26; 1 Cor. 1:7; Eph. 1:17

The English word apocalypse is a rendering of apokalupsis, the title of the book of Revelation. 
Since Jesus’s return is associated with the end of the world, apocalypse evokes thoughts of 
worldwide disasters. However, the Greek word simply means “a revealing.” Jesus’s return is 
the time when he will be revealed.

8. Basileia
bah-sil-AY-ah

βασιλεία

kingdom, kingship, 
royal reign

Matt. 18:3 “Truly I tell you, unless you change 
and become like little children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven.”
Luke 12:32; John 3:5; 2 Peter 1:11

The kingdom of God is a rich theological concept. Jesus proclaimed that heaven’s kingdom 
had come in his ministry. The royal rule of God, his dominion, had begun to spread when 
Jesus was on earth, but it will not be fully established until Jesus returns. Christians 
experience some of the kingdom now on earth, but not all of it yet.
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9. Chara
ka-RAH

χαρά

joy, gladness, 
delight

John 16:22 “Now is your time of grief, but I 
will see you again and you will rejoice, and no 
one will take away your joy.”
Luke 2:10; Heb. 10:34; 1 Peter 1:8–9

Chara is much more than a feeling of happiness; it is a serious gladness that can be present 
even in very difficult times. This joy is a delight in something that satisfies the soul, which 
can often make people happy but does not mean they have to be cheerful. In Scripture, 
God’s glory and goodness are the sources of joy.

10. Charis
KAH-ris

χάρις

grace, favor, 
goodwill

Rom. 11:5–6 “There is a remnant chosen 
by grace. And if by grace, then it cannot be 
based on works; if it were, grace would no 
longer be grace.”
Eph. 2:7; 2 Tim. 2:1; Heb. 4:16

Charis is a voluntary act of favor or an unprompted gift. This is how God’s salvation is 
described in the Bible—a voluntary act of grace that he gives to the world. It cannot be 
earned or lost; it is a gift to be received by trusting in Jesus.

11. Charizomai
kah-RIH-zoh-my

χαρίζομαι

pardon, forgive, 
give freely

Col. 2:13 “God made you alive with Christ. He 
forgave us all our sins.” 
Luke 7:42–43; Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13

Based on the same root as charis, charizomai means to forgive. This is an act of pardoning, 
which should prompt gratitude on behalf of the person being forgiven, reflecting the 
graciousness of the person doing the pardoning. God is said to charizomai our sins, 
pardoning us from the ultimate consequence of sin: eternal death.

12. Christos
cris-TAWS

Χριστός

Christ, Messiah, 
anointed one

Mark 8:29 “[Jesus] asked them, ‘But who do 
you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You 
are the Christ.’” (esv)
Matt. 24:4–5; Acts 2:36; Rev. 12:10–11

Christ is an English rendering of the Greek word christos. This is not a personal name, but 
a title: Anointed One or Messiah. (Some English Bibles translate christos as Messiah.) The 
Jewish people in Jesus’s time awaited a Messiah, a person endued with a special portion of 
God’s Spirit, to deliver them from oppression and establish God’s kingdom. Jesus is God’s 
chosen Messiah for the whole world.

13. Dechomai
DEH-kaw-my

δέχομαι

receive, welcome, 
approve

Matt. 10:40 “Anyone who welcomes you 
welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes 
me welcomes the one who sent me.”
Luke 9:48; Acts 7:59; 1 Thess. 1:6–7

In certain contexts, dechomai can mean to receive an item, like a gift or prize, but in the New 
Testament, it usually means to welcome a person. Since Jesus and God the Father are one, 
any person who receives (or welcomes) Jesus receives God the Father also.

14. Dikaioo
dih-kai-AW-oh

δικαιόω

justify, vindicate, 
make free

Rom. 8:33 “Who will bring any charge against 
those whom God has chosen? It is God who 
justifies.”
Rom. 5:1; Gal. 3:11; Titus 3:7

To justify means to prove an action or person morally right, or otherwise innocent. We might 
say that a person can justify his or her actions, and dikaioo has this meaning, but it can also 
mean to free someone from legal accusation. This is what God does for those who trust in 
Jesus—he frees them from a guilty verdict.

15. Doxa
DAW-ksah

δόξα

radiance, splendor, 
glory

2 Cor. 3:18 “We all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into his image with ever-increasing 
glory, which comes from the Lord.”
Matt. 16:27; John 17:5; 1 Peter 5:1–2

Doxa can refer to the brightness of a thing, such as the sun. When doxa is used to describe 
people or God, it refers to their beauty and awesome appearance or their honor and 
reputation. Doxa can also refer to a manifestation of God’s presence (Rev. 21:23).

16. Ekklesia
eck-clay-SEE-ah

ἐκκλησία

assembly, church, 
congregation

Acts 5:11 “Great fear seized the whole church 
and all who heard about these events.”
Matt. 16:18; 1 Cor. 15:9; Col. 1:18

In the New Testament, ekklesia can refer to a general gathering or assembly, a local 
gathering of Christians, or to all Christians as a single group. When you read the word 
church, it may bring up thoughts of pews and pulpits, but an ekklesia in Bible times simply 
meant Christians who met together in homes to worship and fellowship.
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17. Elpis
el-PIHS

ἐλπίς

hope, expectation, 
something  
hoped for

Rom. 5:5 “Hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured out into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit.”
Rom. 8:18–25; 1 Cor. 13:13; Heb. 11:1

The English word hope captures well what elpis means. Hope is something that has not 
happened yet, which a person desires to happen. In Scripture, hope is more than a wish; it 
conveys confidence that something will happen. The confident hope of Christians is eternal 
life with God.

18. Euangelion
you-ahn-GEH-lee-ahn

εὐαγγέλιον

good news, good 
report, gospel

Rom 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, because it is the power of God that 
brings salvation to everyone who believes.”
Mark 1:14–15; 2 Cor. 4:4; Gal. 1:8

Whenever you read the words good news or gospel in the New Testament, you read the word 
euangelion. It is used to describe the good news that God’s Son, Jesus Christ, has ushered 
in God’s kingdom by dying for the sins of the world and rising from the dead to give eternal 
life to all who believe.

19. Exousia
ek-SOOS-ee-ah

ἐξούσια

governing power, 
right, authority

Matt. 28:18 “Jesus came to them and said, 
‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.’”
Matt. 21:23–24; Luke 5:24; Col. 1:13

Exousia is the ability to control or the right to make authoritative decisions. A king or 
emperor, for instance, has exousia over his kingdom. During Jesus’s earthly ministry, 
he demonstrated his authority over spiritual powers and the natural world through his 
miraculous works.

20. Hagios
HAH-gee-aws

ἅγιος

holy, sacred, saint Acts 9:32 “Now as Peter went here and there 
among them all, he came down also to the 
saints who lived at Lydda.” (esv)
Luke 4:34; Acts 2:27; Rom. 12:1

Hagios means being set apart or dedicated to God. This requires purity and righteousness, 
but it is always God (not us) who makes people holy. In the New Testament, Christians are 
called “holy ones” (hagion) and some Bibles translate this as “saints” or “the Lord’s people” 
(1 Thess. 3:13).

21. Hamartia
hah-mar-TEE-ah

ἁμαρτία

sin, sinfulness, 
sinful power

Rom. 7:14 “We know that the law is spiritual; 
but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.”
Matt. 1:21; John 8:34; Heb. 10:12

The New Testament speaks of sin as actions contrary to God’s desire for creation and 
people, and also as something more than deeds; sin is a spiritual reality experienced by 
humanity. All of us have a natural tendency to turn away from God and toward sin. Jesus 
came to set people free from enslavement to sin.

22. Hupomone
hoo-paw-maw-NAY

ὑπομονή

endurance, 
steadfastness, 
perseverance

Rom. 5:3–4 “We know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and 
character, hope.”
Rom. 15:4; Heb. 10:36; James 1:3

The New Testament authors knew that being a Christian was difficult. They experienced 
persecution and hardship. They urged fellow Christians to have hupomone, which means 
patient endurance. This would refine a Christian’s character to be more like Jesus, the 
perfect example of hupomone.

23. Kairos
kai-RAWS

καιρός

appointed time, 
season, period  
of time

Rom. 5:6 “At just the right time, when we were 
still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”
Matt. 16:3; Gal. 6:9; Eph. 5:16

The word kairos means “time,” but not in the sense of “It’s four o’clock.” Rather, it is what 
we mean when we say, “It was not the right time to tell him about the loss.” Kairos refers to 
a time appointed for an action or an occasion for an event. Paul writes about the “fullness of 
time” to describe when God’s plans for salvation are fulfilled (Eph. 1:10).

24. Kardia
kar-DEE-ah

καρδία

heart, source of 
inner life, place  
of decision

Matt. 5:8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they will see God.”
Luke 6:43–45; Gal. 4:4–6; Heb. 3:12–13

Kardia can mean a literal, physical heart but usually it is far more than that. In the Old 
Testament, the Hebrew word for heart (lev) describes the place from which a person makes 
life decisions. The New Testament uses kardia in this way as well—the core of a human 
being, where one’s desires and values come from. Paul says that Christians believe in their 
heart that God raised Jesus from the dead (Rom. 10:9).

25. Kenoo 
keh-NAW-oh

κενόω

empty, make void, 
divest

Phil. 2:7 “But [Christ] emptied himself, taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 
of men.” (esv)
Rom. 4:14; 1 Cor. 1:17; 2 Cor. 9:3

Jesus emptying himself to take the form of a servant does not mean that he stopped being 
God, but rather that he “divested himself” of the power and rights that were his. This is the 
model of the Christian life—laying down rights and privileges for the sake of others.
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Word Definition Scripture Insights
1. Adelphos 
Adelphe
ah-dell-FAWS  
ah-dell-FAY

ἀδελφός 
ἀδελφή

brother, sister, 
fellow Christian

Matt. 12:49–50 “Pointing to his disciples, he 
said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers. 
For whoever does the will of my Father in 
heaven is my brother and sister  
and mother.’”
Rom. 16:1; 1 Cor. 7:15; 2 Cor. 13:11

The New Testament authors referred to their fellow Christians as brothers and sisters. This 
gives us a profound insight into how the first Christians viewed each other—as adopted 
children in the family of God: “Those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of 
God.... The Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship” (Rom. 8:14–15).  

2. Agape
ah-GAH-pay

ἀγάπη

love, affection, 
warm regard

Matt. 22:37–38 “‘Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment.”
Matt. 22:39; Rom. 5:8; 1 Cor. 13:1–13

The English word love can be used lightly (“I love pizza”) or seriously (“I love you”). In the 
Bible, the word agape does not describe personal preference, but a heartfelt affection for 
another person, which causes one to sacrifice for the other’s well-being. This is the way 
“God so loved the world,” by giving up his only Son for its well-being (John 3:16).

3. Aletheia
ah-LAY-thay-ah

ἀλήθεια

truth, truthfulness, 
reality

John 14:6 “I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”
John 18:37–38; Rom. 1:18; 1 John 4:6

Truth is not something that people make up themselves; truth is what is real. Aletheia is 
whatever agrees with reality and is trustworthy. Ultimately, what is true is what corresponds 
to what God says is true, because he is the ultimate reality. Christians follow Jesus for many 
reasons, but one of them is because he is aletheia.

4. Anastasis
ah-NAH-stah-sis

ἀνάστασις

resurrection, 
rising, arise

John 11:25 “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life.’”
Luke 20:37; Rom. 6:5; 1 Cor. 15:21

The word anastasis is a compound word of a preposition meaning “up” (ana) and the verb for 
“I stand” (histemi). Anastasis is used to refer both to Jesus “rising up” from the grave with 
new life after he was crucified and to the future resurrection of believers.

5. Anthropos
AHN-throw-paws

ἄνθρωπος

man, humankind, 
people

Mark 1:17 “‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, 
‘and I will send you out to fish for people.’”
John 1:4; 19:5; Rom. 5:18

When the New Testament authors used the word anthropos, they were sometimes referring 
to a male person (John 3:1), but usually they meant humanity collectively. God “wants all 
people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4).

6. Aphiemi 
af-EE-ay-mee

ἀφίημι

dismiss, release, 
forgive, leave

Matt. 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors.”
Matt. 9:6; Luke 18:29; John 16:32

Aphiemi is most often used in the New Testament to mean “send away,” “let go,” or “leave,” 
such as when the disciples left their fishing nets behind to follow Jesus (Mark 1:18). When 
used in the context of sins, aphiemi is usually translated as “forgive.” A forgiven person is set 
free, having had their spiritual debts dismissed.

7. Apokalupsis
ah-paw-KAH-loop-sis

ἀποκάλυψις

revelation, 
disclosure, 
apocalypse

1 Peter 1:13 “Set your hope on the grace 
to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 
revealed at his coming.”
Luke 2:26; 1 Cor. 1:7; Eph. 1:17

The English word apocalypse is a rendering of apokalupsis, the title of the book of Revelation. 
Since Jesus’s return is associated with the end of the world, apocalypse evokes thoughts of 
worldwide disasters. However, the Greek word simply means “a revealing.” Jesus’s return is 
the time when he will be revealed.

8. Basileia
bah-sil-AY-ah

βασιλεία

kingdom, kingship, 
royal reign

Matt. 18:3 “Truly I tell you, unless you change 
and become like little children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven.”
Luke 12:32; John 3:5; 2 Peter 1:11

The kingdom of God is a rich theological concept. Jesus proclaimed that heaven’s kingdom 
had come in his ministry. The royal rule of God, his dominion, had begun to spread when 
Jesus was on earth, but it will not be fully established until Jesus returns. Christians 
experience some of the kingdom now on earth, but not all of it yet.
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9. Chara
ka-RAH

χαρά

joy, gladness, 
delight

John 16:22 “Now is your time of grief, but I 
will see you again and you will rejoice, and no 
one will take away your joy.”
Luke 2:10; Heb. 10:34; 1 Peter 1:8–9

Chara is much more than a feeling of happiness; it is a serious gladness that can be present 
even in very difficult times. This joy is a delight in something that satisfies the soul, which 
can often make people happy but does not mean they have to be cheerful. In Scripture, 
God’s glory and goodness are the sources of joy.

10. Charis
KAH-ris

χάρις

grace, favor, 
goodwill

Rom. 11:5–6 “There is a remnant chosen 
by grace. And if by grace, then it cannot be 
based on works; if it were, grace would no 
longer be grace.”
Eph. 2:7; 2 Tim. 2:1; Heb. 4:16

Charis is a voluntary act of favor or an unprompted gift. This is how God’s salvation is 
described in the Bible—a voluntary act of grace that he gives to the world. It cannot be 
earned or lost; it is a gift to be received by trusting in Jesus.

11. Charizomai
kah-RIH-zoh-my

χαρίζομαι

pardon, forgive, 
give freely

Col. 2:13 “God made you alive with Christ. He 
forgave us all our sins.” 
Luke 7:42–43; Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13

Based on the same root as charis, charizomai means to forgive. This is an act of pardoning, 
which should prompt gratitude on behalf of the person being forgiven, reflecting the 
graciousness of the person doing the pardoning. God is said to charizomai our sins, 
pardoning us from the ultimate consequence of sin: eternal death.

12. Christos
cris-TAWS

Χριστός

Christ, Messiah, 
anointed one

Mark 8:29 “[Jesus] asked them, ‘But who do 
you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You 
are the Christ.’” (esv)
Matt. 24:4–5; Acts 2:36; Rev. 12:10–11

Christ is an English rendering of the Greek word christos. This is not a personal name, but 
a title: Anointed One or Messiah. (Some English Bibles translate christos as Messiah.) The 
Jewish people in Jesus’s time awaited a Messiah, a person endued with a special portion of 
God’s Spirit, to deliver them from oppression and establish God’s kingdom. Jesus is God’s 
chosen Messiah for the whole world.

13. Dechomai
DEH-kaw-my

δέχομαι

receive, welcome, 
approve

Matt. 10:40 “Anyone who welcomes you 
welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes 
me welcomes the one who sent me.”
Luke 9:48; Acts 7:59; 1 Thess. 1:6–7

In certain contexts, dechomai can mean to receive an item, like a gift or prize, but in the New 
Testament, it usually means to welcome a person. Since Jesus and God the Father are one, 
any person who receives (or welcomes) Jesus receives God the Father also.

14. Dikaioo
dih-kai-AW-oh

δικαιόω

justify, vindicate, 
make free

Rom. 8:33 “Who will bring any charge against 
those whom God has chosen? It is God who 
justifies.”
Rom. 5:1; Gal. 3:11; Titus 3:7

To justify means to prove an action or person morally right, or otherwise innocent. We might 
say that a person can justify his or her actions, and dikaioo has this meaning, but it can also 
mean to free someone from legal accusation. This is what God does for those who trust in 
Jesus—he frees them from a guilty verdict.

15. Doxa
DAW-ksah

δόξα

radiance, splendor, 
glory

2 Cor. 3:18 “We all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into his image with ever-increasing 
glory, which comes from the Lord.”
Matt. 16:27; John 17:5; 1 Peter 5:1–2

Doxa can refer to the brightness of a thing, such as the sun. When doxa is used to describe 
people or God, it refers to their beauty and awesome appearance or their honor and 
reputation. Doxa can also refer to a manifestation of God’s presence (Rev. 21:23).

16. Ekklesia
eck-clay-SEE-ah

ἐκκλησία

assembly, church, 
congregation

Acts 5:11 “Great fear seized the whole church 
and all who heard about these events.”
Matt. 16:18; 1 Cor. 15:9; Col. 1:18

In the New Testament, ekklesia can refer to a general gathering or assembly, a local 
gathering of Christians, or to all Christians as a single group. When you read the word 
church, it may bring up thoughts of pews and pulpits, but an ekklesia in Bible times simply 
meant Christians who met together in homes to worship and fellowship.

Word Definition Scripture Insights
17. Elpis
el-PIHS

ἐλπίς

hope, expectation, 
something  
hoped for

Rom. 5:5 “Hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured out into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit.”
Rom. 8:18–25; 1 Cor. 13:13; Heb. 11:1

The English word hope captures well what elpis means. Hope is something that has not 
happened yet, which a person desires to happen. In Scripture, hope is more than a wish; it 
conveys confidence that something will happen. The confident hope of Christians is eternal 
life with God.

18. Euangelion
you-ahn-GEH-lee-ahn

εὐαγγέλιον

good news, good 
report, gospel

Rom 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, because it is the power of God that 
brings salvation to everyone who believes.”
Mark 1:14–15; 2 Cor. 4:4; Gal. 1:8

Whenever you read the words good news or gospel in the New Testament, you read the word 
euangelion. It is used to describe the good news that God’s Son, Jesus Christ, has ushered 
in God’s kingdom by dying for the sins of the world and rising from the dead to give eternal 
life to all who believe.

19. Exousia
ek-SOOS-ee-ah

ἐξούσια

governing power, 
right, authority

Matt. 28:18 “Jesus came to them and said, 
‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.’”
Matt. 21:23–24; Luke 5:24; Col. 1:13

Exousia is the ability to control or the right to make authoritative decisions. A king or 
emperor, for instance, has exousia over his kingdom. During Jesus’s earthly ministry, 
he demonstrated his authority over spiritual powers and the natural world through his 
miraculous works.

20. Hagios
HAH-gee-aws

ἅγιος

holy, sacred, saint Acts 9:32 “Now as Peter went here and there 
among them all, he came down also to the 
saints who lived at Lydda.” (esv)
Luke 4:34; Acts 2:27; Rom. 12:1

Hagios means being set apart or dedicated to God. This requires purity and righteousness, 
but it is always God (not us) who makes people holy. In the New Testament, Christians are 
called “holy ones” (hagion) and some Bibles translate this as “saints” or “the Lord’s people” 
(1 Thess. 3:13).

21. Hamartia
hah-mar-TEE-ah

ἁμαρτία

sin, sinfulness, 
sinful power

Rom. 7:14 “We know that the law is spiritual; 
but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.”
Matt. 1:21; John 8:34; Heb. 10:12

The New Testament speaks of sin as actions contrary to God’s desire for creation and 
people, and also as something more than deeds; sin is a spiritual reality experienced by 
humanity. All of us have a natural tendency to turn away from God and toward sin. Jesus 
came to set people free from enslavement to sin.

22. Hupomone
hoo-paw-maw-NAY

ὑπομονή

endurance, 
steadfastness, 
perseverance

Rom. 5:3–4 “We know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and 
character, hope.”
Rom. 15:4; Heb. 10:36; James 1:3

The New Testament authors knew that being a Christian was difficult. They experienced 
persecution and hardship. They urged fellow Christians to have hupomone, which means 
patient endurance. This would refine a Christian’s character to be more like Jesus, the 
perfect example of hupomone.

23. Kairos
kai-RAWS

καιρός

appointed time, 
season, period  
of time

Rom. 5:6 “At just the right time, when we were 
still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”
Matt. 16:3; Gal. 6:9; Eph. 5:16

The word kairos means “time,” but not in the sense of “It’s four o’clock.” Rather, it is what 
we mean when we say, “It was not the right time to tell him about the loss.” Kairos refers to 
a time appointed for an action or an occasion for an event. Paul writes about the “fullness of 
time” to describe when God’s plans for salvation are fulfilled (Eph. 1:10).

24. Kardia
kar-DEE-ah

καρδία

heart, source of 
inner life, place  
of decision

Matt. 5:8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they will see God.”
Luke 6:43–45; Gal. 4:4–6; Heb. 3:12–13

Kardia can mean a literal, physical heart but usually it is far more than that. In the Old 
Testament, the Hebrew word for heart (lev) describes the place from which a person makes 
life decisions. The New Testament uses kardia in this way as well—the core of a human 
being, where one’s desires and values come from. Paul says that Christians believe in their 
heart that God raised Jesus from the dead (Rom. 10:9).

25. Kenoo 
keh-NAW-oh

κενόω

empty, make void, 
divest

Phil. 2:7 “But [Christ] emptied himself, taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 
of men.” (esv)
Rom. 4:14; 1 Cor. 1:17; 2 Cor. 9:3

Jesus emptying himself to take the form of a servant does not mean that he stopped being 
God, but rather that he “divested himself” of the power and rights that were his. This is the 
model of the Christian life—laying down rights and privileges for the sake of others.
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26. Kerusso
kay-ROOS-soh

κηρύσσω

announce,  
publicly declare, 
make known

Luke 4:43 “I must proclaim the good news of 
the kingdom of God.”
Rom. 10:14–15; 1 Cor. 2:4–5; 2 Tim. 4:2

The verb kerusso implies announcing a decree, like how a king’s messenger would make 
known a royal proclamation. The goal was to publicize the message. When a person 
preaches the gospel (the good news of King Jesus), those who hear it experience the action 
of kerusso.

27. Kosmos
KAWS-maws

κόσμος

inhabited world, 
earth, material 
universe

John 1:10 “He was in the world, and though 
the world was made through him, the world 
did not recognize him.”
John 12:46–47; Acts 17:24–25; 1 Cor. 5:9–10

Most basically, kosmos refers to the inhabited world, the created order, which is deemed 
good because God created it. More figuratively, it can mean a system of people or powers 
opposed to God’s will and purposes. God’s world is still good, but humanity, because of sin, 
leverages and manipulates the world for their own corrupt desires.

28. Kurios
KOO-ree-aws

κύριος

master, lord, 
owner

1 Cor. 8:6 “There is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
through whom all things came and through 
whom we live.”
John 20:28; Rom. 10:12; Phil. 2:10–11

A kurios was a person of status and authority who had ownership of something. Like the 
Hebrew word for lord (adonai), kurios can be a formal address (like “sir”), but it can also be 
used to refer to God and his supremacy (Matt. 11:25). Declaring that “Jesus is Lord” is a 
foundational confession of the Christian faith (Rom. 10:9).

29. Logos
LAW-gaws

λόγος

word, message, 
speech

John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the  
Word was God.”
Matt. 13:20–21; Col. 3:16; Heb. 4:12–13

Logos can have a wide range of meaning, but its most basic meaning is “word” or “speech.” 
When we speak, we are trying to communicate something to others. In the first chapter of 
John’s gospel, he declares that Jesus is the Word (logos) of God, who became human and 
dwelt among us. Jesus is God’s way of communicating his character to us.

30. Makarios
mah-KAH-ree-aws

μακάριος

blessed, happy, 
favored

Luke 6:20 “Blessed are you who are poor, for 
yours is the kingdom of God.”
Matt. 5:8; Rom. 4:7–8; Rev. 19:9

Today, we might use the word blessed to say that things in life are going smoothly. In the 
Bible, however, makarios means to be favored by God, and this favor is tied to being in 
relationship with him. Everyone who knows God through Jesus is blessed, which is true even 
in very difficult times.

31. Martus
MAR-toos

μάρτυς

witness, one who 
testifies, martyr

Acts 2:32 “God has raised this Jesus to life, 
and we are all witnesses of it.”
Luke 24:48; 1 Peter 5:1; Rev. 2:13

A martus is someone who can verify a report by giving their testimony to the truth of a claim. 
Our English word martyr comes from martus. A Christian martyr is a person who is killed 
because of their testimony of faith or the truth of the gospel.

32. Mathetes
mah-thay-TAYS

μαθητής

disciple, student, 
apprentice

Luke 6:40 “A student is not above the teacher, 
but everyone who is fully trained will be like 
their teacher.”
Matt. 16:24–25; John 15:8; Acts 14:21–22

A disciple is like a student to a teacher and an apprentice to a tradesman. To be a follower of 
Jesus is to be his mathetes. A disciple, as a student, learns about who God is from listening 
to the teachings of Jesus; and, like an apprentice, watches Jesus and models his or her life 
after Jesus’s life.

33. Monogenes
maw-naw-geh-NAYS

μονογενής

only, unique,  
one-of-a-kind

1 John 4:9 “God … sent his one and only 
Son into the world so that we might live 
through him.”
John 1:14; 3:16; Heb. 11:17

While monogenes can mean “only,” as in “take only one cookie,” it can also mean “unique” 
or “one and only.” Jesus is the one and only Son of God. There is no one else like him. Yet 
God gave up his one and only Son to death on the cross for our sake.

34. Nomos
NAW-maws

νόμος

torah, law, 
principle

John 1:17 “For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ.”
Matt. 5:17; Rom. 3:20; Gal. 3:10

In the New Testament, nomos is sometimes used generally to mean a rule or principle 
(Rom. 7:23), but it most often refers to the law of Moses, the first five books of the Old 
Testament. The law reveals human sin but is itself insufficient to save humanity from sin. 
Instead of being bound to the law, followers of Jesus live according to the “law of Christ” 
(1 Cor. 9:21; Gal. 6:2).
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35. Paideia
pie-DAY-ah

παιδεία

training, discipline, 
instruction

Eph. 6:4 “Fathers, do not exasperate your 
children; instead, bring them up in the 
training and instruction of the Lord.”
2 Tim. 3:16–17; Heb. 12:5–11

The English word discipline has many negative connotations. However, discipline, or paideia, 
in the New Testament refers to helpful (though often difficult) training given to teach a 
person how to live well. Hardship is called God’s paideia, his way of instructing his children 
how to cling to him.

36. Parousia
par-oo-SEE-ah

παρουσία

immediate 
presence, coming, 
advent

James 5:8 “You too, be patient and stand firm, 
because the Lord’s coming is near.”
Matt. 24:3; 2 Thess. 2:8; 2 Peter 3:4

Parousia refers to the physical presence of a person. For example, the people of a city 
would wait for the parousia of a king to greet him. In the New Testament, this word is used 
to describe the second coming of Jesus. Christians are to await the royal arrival of Christ 
who will establish his kingdom forever.

37. Peirasmos
pay-rah-SMAWS

πειρασμός

test, trial, 
temptation

1 Cor. 10:13 “God is faithful; he will not let 
you be tempted beyond what you can bear.” 
1 Cor. 10:9; James 1:12; 1 Peter 4:12

Peirasmos can mean “test,” “trial,” or “temptation” depending on the context. This word 
suggests a test that determines the character of something. What we do in times of trial 
shows what we love most at that moment. In this sense, temptations that we face are a  
kind of test.

38. Phobos
FAW-baws

φόβος

fear, honor, revere Eph. 5:21 “Submit to one another out of 
reverence for Christ.”
Matt. 10:26–31; Rom. 8:15; 1 John 4:18

One of the most frequent commands in the Bible is “fear not.” Phobos is often used in this 
sense, to mean “afraid” or “terrified.” Yet when this word is used in reference to God, such 
as the “fear of the Lord,” it means more like reverence and being awe-struck by his power. 
Christians fear God in this sense but have no reason to be afraid of God punishing them 
because Jesus paid the penalty for sin.

39. Pisteuo
pih-STYOO-oh

πιστεύω

believe, trust, 
entrust

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him may not perish but have eternal life.”
Mark 1:15; John 5:24; James 2:23

In English, to believe that something is true might not affect a person’s actions, like 
believing the sky is blue. But pisteuo in the Bible means to trust in something or someone. 
For example, if a person believes, in the pisteuo sense, that a seatbelt will protect him in 
a car crash, then he will wear it in the car. This kind of trust is what Jesus wants from his 
disciples.

40. Pistis
PIH-stis

πίστις

faith, fidelity, 
faithfulness, 
confidence

Matt. 17:20 “If you have faith as small as a 
mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move.” 
Gal. 5:22; Eph. 2:8; Heb. 11:1

In the Gospels, Jesus encounters people of “great faith,” whom he heals (Matt. 15:28), 
but also others of “little faith,” who doubt him and become fearful (Matt. 8:26). Ultimately, 
though, it is not the amount of faith (for it can even be as small as a mustard seed) but 
whom that faith is placed in that makes it powerful.

41. Pleroo
play-RAW-oh

πληρόω

fill, fulfill, complete Matt. 26:54 “But how then would the 
Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen 
in this way?”
Luke 24:44; John 16:24; Eph. 3:19

This verb can simply mean “fill,” like filling a glass with water. However, it can also mean 
“fulfill,” like how Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecies. In a way, he “filled” the words of 
Scripture with their ultimate meaning. This is what Jesus meant when he said he came to 
fulfill the Law and the Prophets (Matt. 5:17).

42. Pneuma
NOO-mah

πνεῦμα

spirit, breath, wind John 20:22 “With that he breathed on them 
and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’”
Mark 2:8; John 3:8; Eph. 1:13

The word pneuma is used not only to refer to the Holy Spirit but also to life-giving human 
breath (Acts 17:25), to our inner lives (1 Cor. 2:11), and to spiritual beings (Mark 1:23). 
From this, we can understand who the Holy Spirit is more clearly: he animates us, gives  
us life, and is the personal, spiritual presence of God.

43. Psuche
psoo-KAY

ψυχή

human life or 
consciousness, 
person, soul

Mark 8:35 “For whoever wants to save their 
life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for 
me and for the gospel will save it.”
Matt. 11:29; 22:37; Heb. 4:12

Psuche is a word with a complex definition. It can be translated as “soul,” but it is not 
necessarily immaterial. It refers to life in mind and body. In a way, the psuche is an 
individual’s personhood. Jesus said that his followers must lose their own psuche and  
allow him to give them a new one.
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44. Sarx
SARKS

σάρξ

body, flesh,  
sinful nature

Rom. 8:13 “If you live according to the flesh, 
you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the misdeeds of the body, you will live.”
Mark 14:38; John 1:12–14; Rom. 7:18

While sarx can refer to a physical body or humanity as a species (John 1:14; Acts 2:17), 
it most often carries with it the idea of the human tendency toward sin. In this sense, sarx 
refers to the human condition of loving sin and self more than God and others.

45. Skenoo
skay-NAW-oh

σκηνόω

dwell, settle, live John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us.”
Rev. 7:15; 13:6; 21:3

Skenoo shares a root with the Greek word for tent (skene) and means, literally, “to live in a 
tent.” In John 1, it describes Jesus becoming human, alluding to how God had “dwelt” in 
the tabernacle/tent with Israel in the wilderness. Jesus becoming human was God’s way of 
“pitching a tent” in his creation.

46. Sophia
soh-FEE-ah

σοφία

wisdom, insight, 
ability to 
understand

Rom. 11:33 “Oh, the depth of the riches and 
wisdom and knowledge of God!”
1 Cor. 1:24; 3:19; James 3:13–15

Wisdom is the skill of living well. It is knowing how to best apply knowledge in a way that 
honors God. There is a worldly wisdom that causes people to act selfishly, but godly wisdom 
is always concerned for others and God’s glory.

47. Soteria
soh-tay-REE-ah

σωτηρία

salvation, 
deliverance, 
preservation

Heb. 5:9 “Once made perfect, he became  
the source of eternal salvation for all who  
obey him.”
Rom. 13:11; Phil. 2:12; 1 Peter 1:5

In the Old Testament, God’s salvation was most clearly shown in the exodus, when he 
brought Israel out of slavery in Egypt. In the New Testament, salvation is seen in Jesus 
delivering humanity from the power of sin and death. Soteria implies being freed from an 
oppressive entity which enslaves its subjects.

48. 
Splanchnizomai
splahnk-NIH-zaw-my

σπλαγχνίζομαι

have compassion, 
sympathy, pity

Matt. 14:14 “When Jesus landed and saw a 
large crowd, he had compassion on them  
and healed their sick.”
Matt. 9:36; Luke 10:33; 15:20

This verb means to be sympathetic to a person’s suffering. It shares a root with the noun 
splanchnon, which refers to one’s intestines. There is a saying in English that something “hit 
me in the gut.” This is the kind of compassion Jesus feels for humanity—that inner, intense 
“gut” feeling.

49. Teleios
TELL-ay-aws

τέλειος

perfect, complete, 
mature

Matt. 5:48 “Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.”
Matt. 19:21; Phil. 3:12; James 1:4

Teleios can sometimes mean “perfect” in the sense that something is flawless or without 
defect, but often it means “complete” or “fully matured.” It shares a root with the word telos, 
which means “end” or “goal.” Christians seek to be mature in faith while acknowledging that 
full teleios will only happen when Jesus returns.

50. Zoe
zoh-AY

ζωή

life, human 
existence, spiritual 
or transcendent 
life

John 10:10 “I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full.”
John 14:6; Col. 3:3; Titus 3:6–7

Zoe refers to human life, yet this is not merely our physical bodies but all living experience, 
especially spiritual life. God alone provides spiritual life and is able to guide and sustain 
physical life. Eternal life is found through faith in Jesus Christ (John 6:47).

 � After agape, phileo (φιλέω) is the next most common word for love in the New 
Testament. Phileo is a kind of friendly, family, or brotherly love (John 11:3; 16:27; 
Rev. 3:19).  

 � Messiah is an English rendering of the Hebrew word mashiach. Both christos (Greek 
for Christ) and mashiach mean “anointed one” (Ps. 2:1–2; Acts 4:25–26). 

 � Alpha and omega (Α/α and Ω/ω) are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. 
In John’s vision, Jesus identifies himself as “the Alpha and the Omega, the First and 
the Last, the Beginning and the End” (Rev. 22:13). 

Other Greek Words
 � Amen (ἀμήν) is a Greek word adopted from Hebrew (Ps. 89:52; Neh. 8:6). It is the 
last word in the New Testament (Rev. 22:21). It is a powerful way of affirming that 
something is true. In the Gospels, amen is usually translated as “truly,” “assuredly,” 
or “verily” (Matt. 5:18; John 6:47). 

 � The English word doxology comes from the Greek words doxa and logos, literally a 
“glory-word.” A doxology is a song praising God for his majesty.
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