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19 1 Yeshua entered Yericho and was passing through, 2 when a man named Zakkai 
appeared who was a chief tax-collector and a wealthy man. 3 He was trying to see 

who Yeshua was; but, being short, he couldn’t, because of the crowd. 4 So he ran on ahead 
and climbed a fig tree in order to see him, for Yeshua was about to pass that way. 5 When 
he came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zakkai! Hurry! Come down, because 
I have to stay at your house today!” 6 He climbed down as fast as he could and welcomed 
Yeshua joyfully. 7 Everyone who saw it began muttering, “He has gone to be the house-guest 
of a sinner.” 8 But Zakkai stood there and said to the Lord, “Here, Lord, I am giving half of 
all I own to the poor; and if I have cheated anyone, I will pay him back four times as much.” 
9 Yeshua said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, inasmuch as this man too is 
a son of Avraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and save what was lost.”
 11 While they were listening to this, Yeshua went on to tell a parable, because he was near 
Yerushalayim, and the people supposed that the Kingdom of God was about to appear at 
any moment. 12 Therefore he said, “A nobleman went to a country far away to have himself 
crowned king and then return. 13 Calling ten of his servants, he gave them ten manim [a 
maneh is about three months’ wages] and said to them, ‘Do business with this while I’m 
away.’ 14 But his countrymen hated him, and they sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t 
want this man to rule over us.’
 15 “However, he returned, having been made king, and sent for the servants to whom he 
had given the money, to find out what each one had earned in his business dealings. 16 The 
first one came in and said, ‘Sir, your maneh has earned ten more manim.’ 17 ‘Excellent!’ he 
said to him. ‘You are a good servant. Because you have been trustworthy in a small matter, 
I am putting you in charge of ten towns.’ 18 The second one came and said, ‘Sir, your maneh 
has earned five more manim; 19 and to this one he said, ‘You be in charge of five towns.’
 20 “Then another one came and said, ‘Sir, here is your maneh. I kept it hidden in a piece of 
cloth, 21 because I was afraid of you — you take out what you didn’t put in, and you harvest 
what you didn’t plant.’ 22 To him the master said, ‘You wicked servant! I will judge you by 
your own words! So you knew, did you, that I was a severe man, taking out what I didn’t put 
in and harvesting what I didn’t plant? 23 Then why didn’t you put my money in the bank? 
Then, when I returned, I would have gotten it back with interest!’ 24 To those standing by, he 
said, ‘Take the maneh from him and give it to the one with ten manim.’ 25 They said to him, 
‘Sir, he already has ten manim!’ 26 But the master answered, ‘I tell you, everyone who has 
something will be given more; but from anyone who has nothing, even what he does have 
will be taken away. 27 However, as for these enemies of mine who did not want me to be their 
king, bring them here and execute them in my presence!’ ”
 28 After saying this, Yeshua went on and began the ascent to Yerushalayim. 29As he 
approached Beit-Pagei and Beit-Anyah, by the Mount of Olives, he sent two talmidim, 
30 instructing them, “Go into the village ahead; on entering it, you will find a colt tied up 
that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks why you are untying 
it, tell him, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 32 Those who were sent went off and found it just as he had 
told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying 
the colt?” 34 and they said, “Because the Lord needs it.” 35 They brought it to Yeshua; and, 
throwing their robes on the colt, they put Yeshua on it. 36 As he went along, people carpeted 
the road with their clothing; 37 and as he came near Yerushalayim, where the road descends 

19:8 “Here, Lord, I am giving half of all I own.” The Torah 
has some specifi c penalties for wrongdoing. When a per-
son confessed to fraud and made voluntary restitution, the 

Torah required him to return the amount stolen plus 20 
percent more. An apprehended thief had to pay the victim 
double (Exod. 22:3–6).
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from the Mount of Olives, the entire band of talmidim began to sing and praise God at the 
top of their voices for all the powerful works they had seen:

38  “Blessed is the King who is coming in the name of Adonai!” a

 “Shalom in heaven!”

and

 “Glory in the highest places!”

39 Some of the P’rushim in the crowd said to him, “Rabbi! Reprimand your talmidim!” 40 But 
he answered them, “I tell you that if they keep quiet, the stones will shout!”
 41 When Yeshua had come closer and could see the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “If 
you only knew today what is needed for shalom! But for now it is hidden from your sight. 
43 For the days are coming upon you when your enemies will set up a barricade around you, 
encircle you, hem you in on every side, 44 and dash you to the ground, you and your children 
within your walls, leaving not one stone standing on another — and all because you did not 
recognize your opportunity when God offered it!”
 45 Then Yeshua entered the Temple grounds and began driving out those doing business 
there, 46 saying to them, “The Tanakh says, ‘My House is to be a house of prayer,’ b but you 
have made it into a den of robbers!” c

 47 Every day he taught at the Temple. The head cohanim, the Torah-teachers and the 
leaders of the people tried to find a way of putting an end to him; 48 but they couldn’t find 
any way of doing it, because all the people were hanging onto his every word.

20 1 One day, as Yeshua was teaching the people at the Temple, making known the 
Good News, the head cohanim and the Torah-teachers, along with the elders, came 

up to him 2 and said, “Tell us, what s’mikhah do you have that authorizes you to do these 
things? Who gave you this s’mikhah?” 3 He answered, “I too will ask you a question. Tell 
me, 4 the immersion of Yochanan — was it from Heaven or from a human source?” 5 They 
discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From Heaven,’ he will say, ‘Then why 
didn’t you believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘From a human source,’ all the people will stone us, 
because they’re convinced that Yochanan was a prophet.” 7 So they answered, “We don’t 
know where it came from.” 8 Yeshua said to them, “Then I won’t tell you by what s’mikhah 
I do these things.”
 9 Next Yeshua told the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to 
tenant-farmers and went away for a long time. 10 When the time came, he sent a servant to 
the tenants to receive his share of the crop from the vineyard; but the tenants beat him up 
and sent him away empty-handed. 11 He sent another servant; they beat him too, insulted 
him and sent him away empty-handed. 12 He sent yet a third; this one they wounded and 
threw out.
 13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What am I to do? I will send my son, whom I 
love; maybe they will respect him.’ 14 But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among 

a Psalm 118:26  b Isaiah 56:7   c Jeremiah 7:11

20:2 “Who gave you this s’mikhah?” See Matt. 21:23 note.
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from the Mount of Olives, the entire band of talmidim began to sing and praise God at the 
top of their voices for all the powerful works they had seen:

38  “Blessed is the King who is coming in the name of Adonai!” a

 “Shalom in heaven!”

and

 “Glory in the highest places!”

39 Some of the P’rushim in the crowd said to him, “Rabbi! Reprimand your talmidim!” 40 But 
he answered them, “I tell you that if they keep quiet, the stones will shout!”
 41 When Yeshua had come closer and could see the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “If 
you only knew today what is needed for shalom! But for now it is hidden from your sight. 
43 For the days are coming upon you when your enemies will set up a barricade around you, 
encircle you, hem you in on every side, 44 and dash you to the ground, you and your children 
within your walls, leaving not one stone standing on another — and all because you did not 
recognize your opportunity when God offered it!”
 45 Then Yeshua entered the Temple grounds and began driving out those doing business 
there, 46 saying to them, “The Tanakh says, ‘My House is to be a house of prayer,’ b but you 
have made it into a den of robbers!” c

 47 Every day he taught at the Temple. The head cohanim, the Torah-teachers and the 
leaders of the people tried to find a way of putting an end to him; 48 but they couldn’t find 
any way of doing it, because all the people were hanging onto his every word.

20 1 One day, as Yeshua was teaching the people at the Temple, making known the 
Good News, the head cohanim and the Torah-teachers, along with the elders, came 

up to him 2 and said, “Tell us, what s’mikhah do you have that authorizes you to do these 
things? Who gave you this s’mikhah?” 3 He answered, “I too will ask you a question. Tell 
me, 4 the immersion of Yochanan — was it from Heaven or from a human source?” 5 They 
discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From Heaven,’ he will say, ‘Then why 
didn’t you believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘From a human source,’ all the people will stone us, 
because they’re convinced that Yochanan was a prophet.” 7 So they answered, “We don’t 
know where it came from.” 8 Yeshua said to them, “Then I won’t tell you by what s’mikhah 
I do these things.”
 9 Next Yeshua told the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to 
tenant-farmers and went away for a long time. 10 When the time came, he sent a servant to 
the tenants to receive his share of the crop from the vineyard; but the tenants beat him up 
and sent him away empty-handed. 11 He sent another servant; they beat him too, insulted 
him and sent him away empty-handed. 12 He sent yet a third; this one they wounded and 
threw out.
 13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What am I to do? I will send my son, whom I 
love; maybe they will respect him.’ 14 But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among 

a Psalm 118:26  b Isaiah 56:7   c Jeremiah 7:11

20:2 “Who gave you this s’mikhah?” See Matt. 21:23 note.

1 9 : 3 8

1506   |    L U K E

from the Mount of Olives, the entire band of talmidim began to sing and praise God at the 
top of their voices for all the powerful works they had seen:

38  “Blessed is the King who is coming in the name of Adonai!” a

 “Shalom in heaven!”

and

 “Glory in the highest places!”

39 Some of the P’rushim in the crowd said to him, “Rabbi! Reprimand your talmidim!” 40 But 
he answered them, “I tell you that if they keep quiet, the stones will shout!”
 41 When Yeshua had come closer and could see the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “If 
you only knew today what is needed for shalom! But for now it is hidden from your sight. 
43 For the days are coming upon you when your enemies will set up a barricade around you, 
encircle you, hem you in on every side, 44 and dash you to the ground, you and your children 
within your walls, leaving not one stone standing on another — and all because you did not 
recognize your opportunity when God offered it!”
 45 Then Yeshua entered the Temple grounds and began driving out those doing business 
there, 46 saying to them, “The Tanakh says, ‘My House is to be a house of prayer,’ b but you 
have made it into a den of robbers!” c

 47 Every day he taught at the Temple. The head cohanim, the Torah-teachers and the 
leaders of the people tried to find a way of putting an end to him; 48 but they couldn’t find 
any way of doing it, because all the people were hanging onto his every word.

20 1 One day, as Yeshua was teaching the people at the Temple, making known the 
Good News, the head cohanim and the Torah-teachers, along with the elders, came 

up to him 2 and said, “Tell us, what s’mikhah do you have that authorizes you to do these 
things? Who gave you this s’mikhah?” 3 He answered, “I too will ask you a question. Tell 
me, 4 the immersion of Yochanan — was it from Heaven or from a human source?” 5 They 
discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From Heaven,’ he will say, ‘Then why 
didn’t you believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘From a human source,’ all the people will stone us, 
because they’re convinced that Yochanan was a prophet.” 7 So they answered, “We don’t 
know where it came from.” 8 Yeshua said to them, “Then I won’t tell you by what s’mikhah 
I do these things.”
 9 Next Yeshua told the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to 
tenant-farmers and went away for a long time. 10 When the time came, he sent a servant to 
the tenants to receive his share of the crop from the vineyard; but the tenants beat him up 
and sent him away empty-handed. 11 He sent another servant; they beat him too, insulted 
him and sent him away empty-handed. 12 He sent yet a third; this one they wounded and 
threw out.
 13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What am I to do? I will send my son, whom I 
love; maybe they will respect him.’ 14 But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among 

a Psalm 118:26  b Isaiah 56:7   c Jeremiah 7:11

20:2 “Who gave you this s’mikhah?” See Matt. 21:23 note.

1 9 : 3 8

1506   |    L U K E

from the Mount of Olives, the entire band of talmidim began to sing and praise God at the 
top of their voices for all the powerful works they had seen:

38  “Blessed is the King who is coming in the name of Adonai!” a

 “Shalom in heaven!”

and

 “Glory in the highest places!”

39 Some of the P’rushim in the crowd said to him, “Rabbi! Reprimand your talmidim!” 40 But 
he answered them, “I tell you that if they keep quiet, the stones will shout!”
 41 When Yeshua had come closer and could see the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “If 
you only knew today what is needed for shalom! But for now it is hidden from your sight. 
43 For the days are coming upon you when your enemies will set up a barricade around you, 
encircle you, hem you in on every side, 44 and dash you to the ground, you and your children 
within your walls, leaving not one stone standing on another — and all because you did not 
recognize your opportunity when God offered it!”
 45 Then Yeshua entered the Temple grounds and began driving out those doing business 
there, 46 saying to them, “The Tanakh says, ‘My House is to be a house of prayer,’ b but you 
have made it into a den of robbers!” c

 47 Every day he taught at the Temple. The head cohanim, the Torah-teachers and the 
leaders of the people tried to find a way of putting an end to him; 48 but they couldn’t find 
any way of doing it, because all the people were hanging onto his every word.

20 1 One day, as Yeshua was teaching the people at the Temple, making known the 
Good News, the head cohanim and the Torah-teachers, along with the elders, came 

up to him 2 and said, “Tell us, what s’mikhah do you have that authorizes you to do these 
things? Who gave you this s’mikhah?” 3 He answered, “I too will ask you a question. Tell 
me, 4 the immersion of Yochanan — was it from Heaven or from a human source?” 5 They 
discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From Heaven,’ he will say, ‘Then why 
didn’t you believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘From a human source,’ all the people will stone us, 
because they’re convinced that Yochanan was a prophet.” 7 So they answered, “We don’t 
know where it came from.” 8 Yeshua said to them, “Then I won’t tell you by what s’mikhah 
I do these things.”
 9 Next Yeshua told the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to 
tenant-farmers and went away for a long time. 10 When the time came, he sent a servant to 
the tenants to receive his share of the crop from the vineyard; but the tenants beat him up 
and sent him away empty-handed. 11 He sent another servant; they beat him too, insulted 
him and sent him away empty-handed. 12 He sent yet a third; this one they wounded and 
threw out.
 13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What am I to do? I will send my son, whom I 
love; maybe they will respect him.’ 14 But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among 

a Psalm 118:26  b Isaiah 56:7   c Jeremiah 7:11

20:2 “Who gave you this s’mikhah?” See Matt. 21:23 note.

1 9 : 3 8

2 LUKE   20:19

   |    1507

themselves and said, ‘This is the heir; let’s kill him, so that the inheritance will be ours!’ 
15 And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
 “Now what will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and put an end 
to those tenants and give the vineyard to others!” When the people heard this, they said, 
“Heaven forbid!” 17 But Yeshua looked searchingly at them and said, “Then what is this 
which is written in the Tanakh,

 ‘The very rock which the builders rejected
 has become the cornerstone’? a

18 Whoever falls on that stone will be broken in pieces; but if it falls on him, he will be 
crushed to powder!”
 19  The Torah-teachers and the head cohanim would have seized him at that very 
moment, because they knew that he had aimed this parable at them, but they were afraid 
of the people.
 20  So they kept a close watch on the situation. They sent spies who hypocritically 
represented themselves as righteous, so that they might seize hold of something Yeshua said, 
as an excuse to hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority of the governor. 21 They put 
to him this sh’eilah: “Rabbi, we know that you speak and teach straightforwardly, showing 
no partiality but really teaching what God’s way is. 22 Does Torah permit us to pay taxes to 
the Roman Emperor or not?” 23 But he, spotting their craftiness, said to them, 24 “Show me a 
denarius! Whose name and picture does it have?” “The Emperor’s,” they replied. 25 “Then,” 
he said to them, “give the Emperor what belongs to the Emperor. And give God what belongs 
to God!” 26 They were unable to trap him by anything he said publicly; indeed, amazed at his 
answer, they fell silent.
 27 Some Tz’dukim, who say there is no resurrection, came to Yeshua 28 and put to him a 
sh’eilah: “Rabbi, Moshe wrote for us that if a man dies leaving a wife but no children, his 
brother must take the wife and have children to preserve the man’s family line. b 29 Now 
there were seven brothers. The first took a wife and died childless, 30 then the second 31 and 
third took her, and likewise all seven, but they all died without leaving children. 32 Lastly, 
the woman also died. 33 In the Resurrection, which one’s wife will she be? For all seven were 
married to her.”
 34 Yeshua said to them, “In this age, men and women marry; 35 but those judged worthy 
of the age to come, and of resurrection from the dead, do not get married, 36 because they 
can no longer die. Being children of the Resurrection, they are like angels; indeed, they are 
children of God.
 37 “But even Moshe showed that the dead are raised; for in the passage about the bush, he 
calls Adonai ‘the God of Avraham, the God of Yitz’chak and the God of Ya‘akov.’ c 38 Now 
he is not God of the dead, but of the living — to him all are alive.”
 39 Some of the Torah-teachers answered, “Well spoken, Rabbi.” 40 For they no longer dared 
put to him a sh’eilah. 41 But he said to them, “How is it that people say the Messiah is David’s 
son? 42 For David himself says in the book of Psalms,
a Psalm 118:22  b Deuteronomy 25:5   c Exodus 3:6

20:18 “Whoever falls on that stone will be broken in 
pieces.” For those who fall on this stone (Yeshua), in 
their humiliation they may see their sin and need for 
forgiveness. They will then repent.
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son? 42 For David himself says in the book of Psalms,
a Psalm 118:22  b Deuteronomy 25:5   c Exodus 3:6
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themselves and said, ‘This is the heir; let’s kill him, so that the inheritance will be ours!’ 
15 And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
 “Now what will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and put an end 
to those tenants and give the vineyard to others!” When the people heard this, they said, 
“Heaven forbid!” 17 But Yeshua looked searchingly at them and said, “Then what is this 
which is written in the Tanakh,

 ‘The very rock which the builders rejected
 has become the cornerstone’? a

18 Whoever falls on that stone will be broken in pieces; but if it falls on him, he will be 
crushed to powder!”
 19  The Torah-teachers and the head cohanim would have seized him at that very 
moment, because they knew that he had aimed this parable at them, but they were afraid 
of the people.
 20  So they kept a close watch on the situation. They sent spies who hypocritically 
represented themselves as righteous, so that they might seize hold of something Yeshua said, 
as an excuse to hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority of the governor. 21 They put 
to him this sh’eilah: “Rabbi, we know that you speak and teach straightforwardly, showing 
no partiality but really teaching what God’s way is. 22 Does Torah permit us to pay taxes to 
the Roman Emperor or not?” 23 But he, spotting their craftiness, said to them, 24 “Show me a 
denarius! Whose name and picture does it have?” “The Emperor’s,” they replied. 25 “Then,” 
he said to them, “give the Emperor what belongs to the Emperor. And give God what belongs 
to God!” 26 They were unable to trap him by anything he said publicly; indeed, amazed at his 
answer, they fell silent.
 27 Some Tz’dukim, who say there is no resurrection, came to Yeshua 28 and put to him a 
sh’eilah: “Rabbi, Moshe wrote for us that if a man dies leaving a wife but no children, his 
brother must take the wife and have children to preserve the man’s family line. b 29 Now 
there were seven brothers. The first took a wife and died childless, 30 then the second 31 and 
third took her, and likewise all seven, but they all died without leaving children. 32 Lastly, 
the woman also died. 33 In the Resurrection, which one’s wife will she be? For all seven were 
married to her.”
 34 Yeshua said to them, “In this age, men and women marry; 35 but those judged worthy 
of the age to come, and of resurrection from the dead, do not get married, 36 because they 
can no longer die. Being children of the Resurrection, they are like angels; indeed, they are 
children of God.
 37 “But even Moshe showed that the dead are raised; for in the passage about the bush, he 
calls Adonai ‘the God of Avraham, the God of Yitz’chak and the God of Ya‘akov.’ c 38 Now 
he is not God of the dead, but of the living — to him all are alive.”
 39 Some of the Torah-teachers answered, “Well spoken, Rabbi.” 40 For they no longer dared 
put to him a sh’eilah. 41 But he said to them, “How is it that people say the Messiah is David’s 
son? 42 For David himself says in the book of Psalms,
a Psalm 118:22  b Deuteronomy 25:5   c Exodus 3:6
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43  ‘Adonai said to my Lord,
 “Sit at my right hand
 until I make your enemies your footstool.” ’ a 

44 David thus calls him ‘Lord.’ So how can he be David’s son?”
 45 Within the hearing of all the people, Yeshua said to his talmidim, 46 “Watch out for the 
kind of Torah-teachers that like to walk around in robes and be greeted deferentially in 
the marketplaces, the kind that like to have the best seats in the synagogues and the places 
of honor at banquets, 47 the kind that swallow up widows’ houses while making a show of 
praying at great length. Their punishment will be all the worse!”

21 1 Then Yeshua looked up, and as he watched the rich placing their gifts into the 
Temple offering-boxes, 2 he also saw a poor widow put in two small coins. 3 He said, 

“I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put in more than all the others. 4 For they, out of 
their wealth, have contributed money they could easily spare; but she, out of her poverty, 
has given all she had to live on.”
 5 As some people were remarking about the Temple, how beautiful its stonework and 
memorial decorations were, he said, 6 “The time is coming when what you see here will be 
totally destroyed — not a single stone will be left standing!” 7 They asked him, “Rabbi, if this is 
so, when will these events take place? And what sign will show that they are about to happen?” 
8 He answered, “Watch out! Don’t be fooled! For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ 

a Psalm 110:1  
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Pharisees and Sadducees in the New Testament Era 
Luke 20:27–40

In the Second Temple period, a political group 
arose who insisted that with the reestablishment 
of the Temple, synagogue attendance was no lon-
ger necessary. Embracing Greek culture, they fa-
vored assimilation, and the focus of their religious 
life was the Temple. They were known as the Sad-
ducees, or in Hebrew, the Tz’dukim. 

The Tz’dukim did not favor following Torah. 
They gave no credence to the Oral Law, nor did 
they believe in the resurrection (Matt. 22:23) or 
that the books of the Prophets should be in the 
Bible. The Sadducees consisted mostly of wealthy 
businessmen and the cohanim (priests). According 
to Josephus, both King Herod and High Priest 
Caiaphas, a Sadducee, were appointed by the 
Roman occupiers and so derived their political and 
civil power from Rome. 

The Pharisees, or P’rushim, were widely loved 
by the people. The Pharisees based their religious 
practice in the synagogue and on following Torah 
according to the traditions found in the Oral Law. 
So when Yeshua went to the synagogues to teach, 
he taught the Pharisees. Indeed, we see in John 
1:24–27 that prior to his ministry Yeshua was among 
the Pharisees. Modern archaeologists suggest 
there may have been over twenty diff erent sects 
within the Pharisaic movement. These sects were 
mainly divided into two schools, Rabbi Hillel and 
Rabbi Shammai, both of whom had recently died 
when Yeshua began his ministry. Hillel taught 
that compassion was the main ingredient in the 
Torah, while Shammai tended toward a stricter 
interpretation. Oral Law and Yeshua followed the 
school of Hillel almost entirely. 
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and, ‘The time has come!’ Don’t go after them. 9 And when you hear of wars and revolutions, 
don’t panic. For these things must happen first, but the end will not follow immediately.”
 10 Then he told them, “Peoples will fight each other, nations will fight each other, 11 there 
will be great earthquakes, there will be epidemics and famines in various places, and there 
will be fearful sights and great signs from Heaven. 12 But before all this, they will arrest 
you and persecute you, handing you over to the synagogues and prisons; and you will be 
brought before kings and governors. This will all be on account of me, 13 but it will prove an 
opportunity for you to bear witness. 14 So make up your minds not to worry, rehearsing your 
defense beforehand; 15 for I myself will give you an eloquence and a wisdom that no adversary 
will be able to resist or refute. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and 
friends; some of you they will have put to death; 17 and everyone will hate you because of me. 
18 But not a hair of your head will be lost. 19 By standing firm you will save your lives.
 20  “However, when you see Yerushalayim surrounded by armies, then you are to 
understand that she is about to be destroyed. 21 Those in Y’hudah must escape to the hills, 
those inside the city must get out, and those in the country must not enter it. 22 For these are 
the days of vengeance, when everything that has been written in the Tanakh will come true. 
23 What a terrible time it will be for pregnant women and nursing mothers! For there will be 
great distress in the Land and judgment on the people. 24 Some will fall by the edge of the 
sword, others will be carried into all the countries of the Gentiles, and Yerushalayim will be 
trampled down by the Gentiles until the age of the Gentiles has run its course.
 25 “There will appear signs in the sun, moon and stars; and on earth, nations will be in anxiety 
and bewilderment at the sound and surge of the sea, 26 as people faint with fear at the prospect 
of what is overtaking the world; for the powers in heaven will be shaken. a 27 And then they will 
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with tremendous power and glory. b 28 When these things 
start to happen, stand up and hold your heads high; because you are about to be liberated!”
 29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree — indeed, all the trees. 30As soon as 
they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves that summer is near. 31 In the same way, when 
you see these things taking place, you are to know that the Kingdom of God is near! 32 Yes! I 
tell you that this generation will certainly not pass away before it has all happened. 33 Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will certainly not pass away.
 34 “But keep watch on yourselves, or your hearts will become dulled by carousing, 
drunkenness and the worries of everyday living, and that Day will be sprung upon you 
suddenly like a trap! 35 For it will close in on everyone, no matter where they live, throughout 
the whole world. 36 Stay alert, always praying that you will have the strength to escape all the 
things that will happen and to stand in the presence of the Son of Man.”
 37 Yeshua spent his days at the Temple, teaching; while at night he went out and stayed on 
the hill called the Mount of Olives. 38 All the people would rise with the dawn to come and 
hear him at the Temple courts.
a Haggai 2:6, 21  b Daniel 7:13–14  
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21:20–23 “When you see Yerushalayim surrounded by 
armies.” It is widely thought that the Messianic Jews of Je-
rusalem heeded Yeshua’s words here and in 66 C.E. moved 
to Pella, east of the Jordan River. It is also understood that 
this act of foresight, based on the Messiah’s own warning 
and instruction, was taken by some non -Messianic Jews as 
an act of disloyalty to the nation in time of war, which con-
tributed to resentment against them.

21:24 “Some will fall by the edge of the sword.” Verse 24 
fi nds its initial fulfi llment in 70 C.E., when Jerusalem was 
surrounded by armies and the people knew it was about 
to be destroyed. Historians such as Josephus note that 
between 66 and 70 C.E., over a million Jews perished. This 
points to the fi nal time of trial (or the tribulation) coming 
upon the whole world as spoken of in Dan. 12:1 and Rev. 
3:10 (cf. Matt. 24:4–28; Mark 13:5–23; 2 Thess. 2:1–12; Rev. 
6–18). Whereas the events of the destruction have oc-
curred, this time of trial is still yet to come.
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from the Mount of Olives, the entire band of talmidim began to sing and praise God at the 
top of their voices for all the powerful works they had seen:

38  “Blessed is the King who is coming in the name of Adonai!” a

 “Shalom in heaven!”

and

 “Glory in the highest places!”

39 Some of the P’rushim in the crowd said to him, “Rabbi! Reprimand your talmidim!” 40 But 
he answered them, “I tell you that if they keep quiet, the stones will shout!”
 41 When Yeshua had come closer and could see the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “If 
you only knew today what is needed for shalom! But for now it is hidden from your sight. 
43 For the days are coming upon you when your enemies will set up a barricade around you, 
encircle you, hem you in on every side, 44 and dash you to the ground, you and your children 
within your walls, leaving not one stone standing on another — and all because you did not 
recognize your opportunity when God offered it!”
 45 Then Yeshua entered the Temple grounds and began driving out those doing business 
there, 46 saying to them, “The Tanakh says, ‘My House is to be a house of prayer,’ b but you 
have made it into a den of robbers!” c

 47 Every day he taught at the Temple. The head cohanim, the Torah-teachers and the 
leaders of the people tried to find a way of putting an end to him; 48 but they couldn’t find 
any way of doing it, because all the people were hanging onto his every word.

20 1 One day, as Yeshua was teaching the people at the Temple, making known the 
Good News, the head cohanim and the Torah-teachers, along with the elders, came 

up to him 2 and said, “Tell us, what s’mikhah do you have that authorizes you to do these 
things? Who gave you this s’mikhah?” 3 He answered, “I too will ask you a question. Tell 
me, 4 the immersion of Yochanan — was it from Heaven or from a human source?” 5 They 
discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From Heaven,’ he will say, ‘Then why 
didn’t you believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘From a human source,’ all the people will stone us, 
because they’re convinced that Yochanan was a prophet.” 7 So they answered, “We don’t 
know where it came from.” 8 Yeshua said to them, “Then I won’t tell you by what s’mikhah 
I do these things.”
 9 Next Yeshua told the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to 
tenant-farmers and went away for a long time. 10 When the time came, he sent a servant to 
the tenants to receive his share of the crop from the vineyard; but the tenants beat him up 
and sent him away empty-handed. 11 He sent another servant; they beat him too, insulted 
him and sent him away empty-handed. 12 He sent yet a third; this one they wounded and 
threw out.
 13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What am I to do? I will send my son, whom I 
love; maybe they will respect him.’ 14 But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among 

a Psalm 118:26  b Isaiah 56:7   c Jeremiah 7:11

20:2 “Who gave you this s’mikhah?” See Matt. 21:23 note.
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themselves and said, ‘This is the heir; let’s kill him, so that the inheritance will be ours!’ 
15 And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
 “Now what will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and put an end 
to those tenants and give the vineyard to others!” When the people heard this, they said, 
“Heaven forbid!” 17 But Yeshua looked searchingly at them and said, “Then what is this 
which is written in the Tanakh,

 ‘The very rock which the builders rejected
 has become the cornerstone’? a

18 Whoever falls on that stone will be broken in pieces; but if it falls on him, he will be 
crushed to powder!”
 19  The Torah-teachers and the head cohanim would have seized him at that very 
moment, because they knew that he had aimed this parable at them, but they were afraid 
of the people.
 20  So they kept a close watch on the situation. They sent spies who hypocritically 
represented themselves as righteous, so that they might seize hold of something Yeshua said, 
as an excuse to hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority of the governor. 21 They put 
to him this sh’eilah: “Rabbi, we know that you speak and teach straightforwardly, showing 
no partiality but really teaching what God’s way is. 22 Does Torah permit us to pay taxes to 
the Roman Emperor or not?” 23 But he, spotting their craftiness, said to them, 24 “Show me a 
denarius! Whose name and picture does it have?” “The Emperor’s,” they replied. 25 “Then,” 
he said to them, “give the Emperor what belongs to the Emperor. And give God what belongs 
to God!” 26 They were unable to trap him by anything he said publicly; indeed, amazed at his 
answer, they fell silent.
 27 Some Tz’dukim, who say there is no resurrection, came to Yeshua 28 and put to him a 
sh’eilah: “Rabbi, Moshe wrote for us that if a man dies leaving a wife but no children, his 
brother must take the wife and have children to preserve the man’s family line. b 29 Now 
there were seven brothers. The first took a wife and died childless, 30 then the second 31 and 
third took her, and likewise all seven, but they all died without leaving children. 32 Lastly, 
the woman also died. 33 In the Resurrection, which one’s wife will she be? For all seven were 
married to her.”
 34 Yeshua said to them, “In this age, men and women marry; 35 but those judged worthy 
of the age to come, and of resurrection from the dead, do not get married, 36 because they 
can no longer die. Being children of the Resurrection, they are like angels; indeed, they are 
children of God.
 37 “But even Moshe showed that the dead are raised; for in the passage about the bush, he 
calls Adonai ‘the God of Avraham, the God of Yitz’chak and the God of Ya‘akov.’ c 38 Now 
he is not God of the dead, but of the living — to him all are alive.”
 39 Some of the Torah-teachers answered, “Well spoken, Rabbi.” 40 For they no longer dared 
put to him a sh’eilah. 41 But he said to them, “How is it that people say the Messiah is David’s 
son? 42 For David himself says in the book of Psalms,
a Psalm 118:22  b Deuteronomy 25:5   c Exodus 3:6

20:18 “Whoever falls on that stone will be broken in 
pieces.” For those who fall on this stone (Yeshua), in 
their humiliation they may see their sin and need for 
forgiveness. They will then repent.
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22 1 But the festival of Matzah, known as Pesach, was approaching; 2 and the head 
cohanim and the Torah-teachers began trying to find some way to get rid of Yeshua, 

because they were afraid of the people.
 3 At this point the Adversary went into Y’hudah from K’riot, who was one of the Twelve. 4 He 
approached the head cohanim and the Temple guard and discussed with them how he might 
turn Yeshua over to them. 5 They were pleased and offered to pay him money. 6 He agreed and 
began looking for a good opportunity to betray Yeshua without the people’s knowledge.
 7 Then came the day of matzah, on which the Passover lamb had to be killed. 8 Yeshua 
sent Kefa and Yochanan, instructing them, “Go and prepare our Seder, so we can eat.” 9 They 

22:7 Then came the day of matzah. This is not the day 
on which matzah is fi rst eaten, but the day before Pesach 

(Passover) begins when hametz (leaven/yeast) must be re-
moved from the house.

2 2 : 1

THE HOLY DAYS OF ISRA’EL

Pesach (Passover): New Testament Observance

Luke 22:7  It is not surprising to see numerous 
references to Pesach (Passover) in the New Testament. 
Pesach is mentioned in the Gospels (see Luke 2:41 and 
John 5:1; 6:4), as well as the book of Acts (see Acts 
12:3–4). By far the most well-known account is the 
last Pesach Seder (service) celebrated by Yeshua and 
his Jewish disciples in an upper room (Matt. 26:17–29; 
Luke 22:7–20).

In these accounts, one sees the traditions of the first 
century with added spiritual lessons taught by the 
Messiah. Among the traditional items mentioned are 
lamb, bitter herbs, the washings (John 13:1–15), four 
cups of wine, and matzah. The lamb reminds us of 
the means of redemption, the blood of the sacrifice. 
In this case, Messiah became our Pesach lamb (John 
1:29). The bitter herbs speak of terrible bondage to 
an oppressor. Not surprisingly, it was in the bowl of 
bitter herbs that Judas, a man who came to a bitter 
end, dipped his matzah with Messiah. The hand and 
foot washings represent the need for cleansing before 
approaching a holy God.

Each of the four cups of wine teaches an important 
lesson. According to ancient rabbis, these four cups 
are based on the four promises given to the children 
of Isra’el in Exodus 6:6–7: “Therefore, say to the 
people of Isra’el: ‘I am ADONAI. I will free you from the 
forced labor of the Egyptians, rescue you from their 
oppression, and redeem you with an outstretched 

arm and with great judgments. I will take you as my 
people, and I will be your God.’ ” 

1. The first cup, the Cup of Sanctification, appears 
at the start of the Seder. How appropriate to 
sanctify, or set apart, this service as special to 
the Lord. 

2. The second cup, the Cup of Plagues, is a 
reminder that plagues fell upon Egypt because 
of Pharaoh’s stubbornness; therefore many 
innocent people died as Isra’el was rescued.

3. The third cup, the Cup of Redemption, was 
designated by Messiah Yeshua as a special 
memorial through all generations (cf. Luke 
22:19). It was once a memorial cup of physical 
redemption for the Jews from Egypt, but 
for believers in Yeshua this cup symbolizes 
the spiritual redemption found in Messiah’s 
sacrificial blood.

4. It is around the fourth cup, the Cup of Praise, 
that some of the Hallel (praise) psalms (Pss. 
113–118) are sung. Matthew 26:30 states, 
“After singing the Hallel, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives.”  They ended their Seder the 
way all Jews do: they sang praise to God.

For more on “The Holy Days of Isra’el: Pesach 
(Passover),” see reading at 1 Corinthians 5:6–8.
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asked him, “Where do you want us to prepare it?” 10 He told them, “As you’re going into 
the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house he enters, 
11 and say to its owner, ‘The Rabbi says to you, “Where is the guest room, where I am to 
eat the Pesach meal with my talmidim?” ’ 12 He will show you a large room upstairs already 
furnished; make the preparations there.” 13 They went and found things just as Yeshua had 
told them they would be, and they prepared for the Seder.
 14 When the time came, Yeshua and the emissaries reclined at the table, 15 and he said to them, 
“I have really wanted so much to celebrate this Seder with you before I die! 16 For I tell you, it is 
certain that I will not celebrate it again until it is given its full meaning in the Kingdom of God.”
 17 Then, taking a cup of wine, he made the b’rakhah and said, “Take this and share it 
among yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now on, I will not drink the ‘fruit of the vine’ 
until the Kingdom of God comes.” 19 Also, taking a piece of matzah, he made the b’rakhah, 
broke it, gave it to them and said, “This is my body, which is being given for you; do this in 
memory of me.” 20 He did the same with the cup after the meal, saying, “This cup is the New 
Covenant, ratified by my blood, which is being poured out for you.
 21 “But look! The person who is betraying me is here at the table with me! 22 The Son of 
Man is going to his death according to God’s plan, but woe to that man by whom he is being 
betrayed!” 23 They began asking each other which of them could be about to do such a thing.
 24 An argument arose among them as to which of them should be considered the greatest. 
25 But Yeshua said to them, “The kings of the nations lord it over them; and those in authority 
over them are given the title, ‘Benefactor.’ 26 But not so with you! On the contrary, let the 
greater among you become like the younger, and one who rules like one who serves. 27 For 
who is greater? The one reclining at the table? or the one who serves? It’s the one reclining 
at the table, isn’t it? But I myself am among you like one who serves.
 28 “You are the ones who have stayed with me throughout my trials. 29 Just as my Father 
gave me the right to rule, so I give you an appointment, 30 namely, to eat and drink at my 
table in my Kingdom and to sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Isra’el.
 31 “Shim‘on, Shim‘on, listen! The Adversary demanded to have you people for himself, to 
sift you like wheat! 32 But I prayed for you, Shim‘on, that your trust might not fail. And you, 
once you have turned back in repentance, strengthen your brothers!” 33 Shim‘on said to 
him, “Lord, I am prepared to go with you both to prison and to death!” 34 Yeshua replied, 
“I tell you, Kefa, the rooster will not crow today until you have denied three times that you 
know me.”

L U K E  2 2 : 3 4

22:11 “…Where I am to eat the Pesach meal with my talmi-
dim?” A rabbi’s follower would consider it an honor to have 
his rabbi request the use of his home for him and his stu-
dents to observe Passover.

22:13 They prepared for the Seder. The Seder is the cere-
monial evening meal with which Passover begins.

22:16 “Until it is given its full meaning.” Sometimes this is 
translated “fulfi lled,” but see Matt. 5:17. At this meal, the 
“Last Supper,” Yeshua signifi cantly adds to the familiar 
symbolism of Passover (vv. 17–20). The fi nal and fullest 
meaning for Passover will be revealed after the return of 
Yeshua the Messiah to rule in glory.

22:17 Taking a cup of wine. The Seder requires four cups of 
wine, two before the meal and two after. Each is identifi ed 
with one of God’s promises in Exod. 6:6–7.

22:20 The cup after the meal. This cup corresponds to 
Exod. 6:6, “I will redeem you.” Yeshua uses the “cup of re-
demption,” which is what the third cup is called, to inaugu-
rate the new (or renewed) covenant, which redeems those 
who trust in God and his Messiah.

22:32 “Once you have turned back in repentance.” In Juda-
ism, “turning” (t’shuvah) is not conversion but repentance. 
Here it refers to Shim‘on Kefa (Simon Peter) returning to 
unshakable trust after denying Yeshua three times (vv. 
34, 54–62). Yeshua says to Shim‘on Kefa, “Strengthen your 
brothers” (cf. John 21:15–17), which he eff ectively fulfi lled 
in the early Messianic Community (Acts 1–15).
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eat the Pesach meal with my talmidim?” ’ 12 He will show you a large room upstairs already 
furnished; make the preparations there.” 13 They went and found things just as Yeshua had 
told them they would be, and they prepared for the Seder.
 14 When the time came, Yeshua and the emissaries reclined at the table, 15 and he said to them, 
“I have really wanted so much to celebrate this Seder with you before I die! 16 For I tell you, it is 
certain that I will not celebrate it again until it is given its full meaning in the Kingdom of God.”
 17 Then, taking a cup of wine, he made the b’rakhah and said, “Take this and share it 
among yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now on, I will not drink the ‘fruit of the vine’ 
until the Kingdom of God comes.” 19 Also, taking a piece of matzah, he made the b’rakhah, 
broke it, gave it to them and said, “This is my body, which is being given for you; do this in 
memory of me.” 20 He did the same with the cup after the meal, saying, “This cup is the New 
Covenant, ratified by my blood, which is being poured out for you.
 21 “But look! The person who is betraying me is here at the table with me! 22 The Son of 
Man is going to his death according to God’s plan, but woe to that man by whom he is being 
betrayed!” 23 They began asking each other which of them could be about to do such a thing.
 24 An argument arose among them as to which of them should be considered the greatest. 
25 But Yeshua said to them, “The kings of the nations lord it over them; and those in authority 
over them are given the title, ‘Benefactor.’ 26 But not so with you! On the contrary, let the 
greater among you become like the younger, and one who rules like one who serves. 27 For 
who is greater? The one reclining at the table? or the one who serves? It’s the one reclining 
at the table, isn’t it? But I myself am among you like one who serves.
 28 “You are the ones who have stayed with me throughout my trials. 29 Just as my Father 
gave me the right to rule, so I give you an appointment, 30 namely, to eat and drink at my 
table in my Kingdom and to sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Isra’el.
 31 “Shim‘on, Shim‘on, listen! The Adversary demanded to have you people for himself, to 
sift you like wheat! 32 But I prayed for you, Shim‘on, that your trust might not fail. And you, 
once you have turned back in repentance, strengthen your brothers!” 33 Shim‘on said to 
him, “Lord, I am prepared to go with you both to prison and to death!” 34 Yeshua replied, 
“I tell you, Kefa, the rooster will not crow today until you have denied three times that you 
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22:11 “…Where I am to eat the Pesach meal with my talmi-
dim?” A rabbi’s follower would consider it an honor to have 
his rabbi request the use of his home for him and his stu-
dents to observe Passover.

22:13 They prepared for the Seder. The Seder is the cere-
monial evening meal with which Passover begins.

22:16 “Until it is given its full meaning.” Sometimes this is 
translated “fulfi lled,” but see Matt. 5:17. At this meal, the 
“Last Supper,” Yeshua signifi cantly adds to the familiar 
symbolism of Passover (vv. 17–20). The fi nal and fullest 
meaning for Passover will be revealed after the return of 
Yeshua the Messiah to rule in glory.

22:17 Taking a cup of wine. The Seder requires four cups of 
wine, two before the meal and two after. Each is identifi ed 
with one of God’s promises in Exod. 6:6–7.

22:20 The cup after the meal. This cup corresponds to 
Exod. 6:6, “I will redeem you.” Yeshua uses the “cup of re-
demption,” which is what the third cup is called, to inaugu-
rate the new (or renewed) covenant, which redeems those 
who trust in God and his Messiah.

22:32 “Once you have turned back in repentance.” In Juda-
ism, “turning” (t’shuvah) is not conversion but repentance. 
Here it refers to Shim‘on Kefa (Simon Peter) returning to 
unshakable trust after denying Yeshua three times (vv. 
34, 54–62). Yeshua says to Shim‘on Kefa, “Strengthen your 
brothers” (cf. John 21:15–17), which he eff ectively fulfi lled 
in the early Messianic Community (Acts 1–15).
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 35 He said to them, “When I sent you out without wallet, pack or shoes, were you ever 
short of anything?” “Not a thing,” they answered. 36 “But now,” he said, if you have a wallet 
or a pack, take it; and if you don’t have a sword, sell your robe to buy one. 37 For I tell you 
this: the passage from the Tanakh that says, ‘He was counted with transgressors,’ a has to 
be fulfilled in me; since what is happening to me has a purpose.” 38 They said, “Look, Lord, 
there are two swords right here!” “Enough!” he replied.
 39 On leaving, Yeshua went as usual to the Mount of Olives; and the talmidim followed him. 
40 When he arrived, he said to them, “Pray that you won’t be put to the test.” 41 He went about 
a stone’s throw away from them, kneeled down and prayed, 42 “Father, if you are willing, take 
this cup away from me; still, let not my will but yours be done.” 43 There appeared to him an 
angel from heaven giving him strength, 44 and in great anguish he prayed more intensely, so 
that his sweat became like drops of blood falling to the ground. 45 On rising from prayer and 
coming to the talmidim, he found them sleeping because of their grief. 46 He said to them, 
“Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you won’t be put to the test!”
 47 While he was still speaking, a crowd of people arrived, with the man called Y’hudah 
(one of the Twelve!) leading them. He came up to Yeshua to kiss him, 48 but Yeshua said to 
him, “Y’hudah, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49 When his followers saw 
what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we use our swords?” 50 One of them 
struck at the slave of the cohen hagadol and cut off his right ear. 51 But Yeshua answered, “Just 
let me do this,” and, touching the man’s ear, he healed him.
 52 Then Yeshua said to the head cohanim, the officers of the Temple guard and the elders 
who had come to seize him, “So you came out just as you would to the leader of a rebellion, 
with swords and clubs? 53 Every day I was there with you in the Temple court, yet you didn’t 
arrest me. But this is your hour — the hour when darkness rules.”
 54 Having seized him, they led him away and brought him into the house of the cohen 
hagadol. Kefa followed at a distance; 55 but when they had lit a fire in the middle of the 
courtyard and sat down together, Kefa joined them. 56 One of the servant girls saw him 
sitting in the light of the fire, stared at him and said, “This man also was with him.” 57 But 
he denied it: “Lady, I don’t even know him.” 58 A little later, someone else saw him and said, 
“You’re one of them too”; but Kefa said, “Man, I am not!” 59 About an hour later, another 
man asserted emphatically, “There can be no doubt that this fellow was with him, because 
he too is from the Galil!” 60 But Kefa said, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” 
And instantly, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked 
straight at Kefa; and Kefa remembered what the Lord had said, “Before the rooster crows 
today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went outside and cried bitterly.
 63 Meanwhile, the men who were holding Yeshua made fun of him. They beat him, 
64 blindfolded him, and kept asking him, “Now, ‘prophesy’! Who hit you that time?” 65 And 
they said many other insulting things to him.
 66 At daybreak, the people’s council of elders, including both head cohanim and Torah-teachers, 
met and led him off to their Sanhedrin, 67 where they said, “If you are the Mashiach, tell us.” He 

a Isaiah 53:12

22:41 He…kneeled down and prayed. Jews no longer 
kneel when praying. Since the Gentile church adopted it, 
that custom is now deemed foreign. Christianity did not 
invent this act, however, but in fact adopted it from Juda-
ism (Ps. 95:6; Dan. 6:11; 2 Chron. 6:13). Indeed, the Hebrew 
root of b’rakhah (blessing) is berekh or “knee.”

22:66 The people’s council of elders. This council brought 
Yeshua to the Sanhedrin, who gathered to discuss what to 
do with him and determine his earthly fate (cf. Ps. 118:22; 
Matt. 21:42).
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from the Mount of Olives, the entire band of talmidim began to sing and praise God at the 
top of their voices for all the powerful works they had seen:

38  “Blessed is the King who is coming in the name of Adonai!” a

 “Shalom in heaven!”

and

 “Glory in the highest places!”

39 Some of the P’rushim in the crowd said to him, “Rabbi! Reprimand your talmidim!” 40 But 
he answered them, “I tell you that if they keep quiet, the stones will shout!”
 41 When Yeshua had come closer and could see the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “If 
you only knew today what is needed for shalom! But for now it is hidden from your sight. 
43 For the days are coming upon you when your enemies will set up a barricade around you, 
encircle you, hem you in on every side, 44 and dash you to the ground, you and your children 
within your walls, leaving not one stone standing on another — and all because you did not 
recognize your opportunity when God offered it!”
 45 Then Yeshua entered the Temple grounds and began driving out those doing business 
there, 46 saying to them, “The Tanakh says, ‘My House is to be a house of prayer,’ b but you 
have made it into a den of robbers!” c

 47 Every day he taught at the Temple. The head cohanim, the Torah-teachers and the 
leaders of the people tried to find a way of putting an end to him; 48 but they couldn’t find 
any way of doing it, because all the people were hanging onto his every word.

20 1 One day, as Yeshua was teaching the people at the Temple, making known the 
Good News, the head cohanim and the Torah-teachers, along with the elders, came 

up to him 2 and said, “Tell us, what s’mikhah do you have that authorizes you to do these 
things? Who gave you this s’mikhah?” 3 He answered, “I too will ask you a question. Tell 
me, 4 the immersion of Yochanan — was it from Heaven or from a human source?” 5 They 
discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From Heaven,’ he will say, ‘Then why 
didn’t you believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘From a human source,’ all the people will stone us, 
because they’re convinced that Yochanan was a prophet.” 7 So they answered, “We don’t 
know where it came from.” 8 Yeshua said to them, “Then I won’t tell you by what s’mikhah 
I do these things.”
 9 Next Yeshua told the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to 
tenant-farmers and went away for a long time. 10 When the time came, he sent a servant to 
the tenants to receive his share of the crop from the vineyard; but the tenants beat him up 
and sent him away empty-handed. 11 He sent another servant; they beat him too, insulted 
him and sent him away empty-handed. 12 He sent yet a third; this one they wounded and 
threw out.
 13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What am I to do? I will send my son, whom I 
love; maybe they will respect him.’ 14 But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among 

a Psalm 118:26  b Isaiah 56:7   c Jeremiah 7:11

20:2 “Who gave you this s’mikhah?” See Matt. 21:23 note.
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 35 He said to them, “When I sent you out without wallet, pack or shoes, were you ever 
short of anything?” “Not a thing,” they answered. 36 “But now,” he said, if you have a wallet 
or a pack, take it; and if you don’t have a sword, sell your robe to buy one. 37 For I tell you 
this: the passage from the Tanakh that says, ‘He was counted with transgressors,’ a has to 
be fulfilled in me; since what is happening to me has a purpose.” 38 They said, “Look, Lord, 
there are two swords right here!” “Enough!” he replied.
 39 On leaving, Yeshua went as usual to the Mount of Olives; and the talmidim followed him. 
40 When he arrived, he said to them, “Pray that you won’t be put to the test.” 41 He went about 
a stone’s throw away from them, kneeled down and prayed, 42 “Father, if you are willing, take 
this cup away from me; still, let not my will but yours be done.” 43 There appeared to him an 
angel from heaven giving him strength, 44 and in great anguish he prayed more intensely, so 
that his sweat became like drops of blood falling to the ground. 45 On rising from prayer and 
coming to the talmidim, he found them sleeping because of their grief. 46 He said to them, 
“Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you won’t be put to the test!”
 47 While he was still speaking, a crowd of people arrived, with the man called Y’hudah 
(one of the Twelve!) leading them. He came up to Yeshua to kiss him, 48 but Yeshua said to 
him, “Y’hudah, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49 When his followers saw 
what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we use our swords?” 50 One of them 
struck at the slave of the cohen hagadol and cut off his right ear. 51 But Yeshua answered, “Just 
let me do this,” and, touching the man’s ear, he healed him.
 52 Then Yeshua said to the head cohanim, the officers of the Temple guard and the elders 
who had come to seize him, “So you came out just as you would to the leader of a rebellion, 
with swords and clubs? 53 Every day I was there with you in the Temple court, yet you didn’t 
arrest me. But this is your hour — the hour when darkness rules.”
 54 Having seized him, they led him away and brought him into the house of the cohen 
hagadol. Kefa followed at a distance; 55 but when they had lit a fire in the middle of the 
courtyard and sat down together, Kefa joined them. 56 One of the servant girls saw him 
sitting in the light of the fire, stared at him and said, “This man also was with him.” 57 But 
he denied it: “Lady, I don’t even know him.” 58 A little later, someone else saw him and said, 
“You’re one of them too”; but Kefa said, “Man, I am not!” 59 About an hour later, another 
man asserted emphatically, “There can be no doubt that this fellow was with him, because 
he too is from the Galil!” 60 But Kefa said, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” 
And instantly, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked 
straight at Kefa; and Kefa remembered what the Lord had said, “Before the rooster crows 
today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went outside and cried bitterly.
 63 Meanwhile, the men who were holding Yeshua made fun of him. They beat him, 
64 blindfolded him, and kept asking him, “Now, ‘prophesy’! Who hit you that time?” 65 And 
they said many other insulting things to him.
 66 At daybreak, the people’s council of elders, including both head cohanim and Torah-teachers, 
met and led him off to their Sanhedrin, 67 where they said, “If you are the Mashiach, tell us.” He 

a Isaiah 53:12

22:41 He…kneeled down and prayed. Jews no longer 
kneel when praying. Since the Gentile church adopted it, 
that custom is now deemed foreign. Christianity did not 
invent this act, however, but in fact adopted it from Juda-
ism (Ps. 95:6; Dan. 6:11; 2 Chron. 6:13). Indeed, the Hebrew 
root of b’rakhah (blessing) is berekh or “knee.”

22:66 The people’s council of elders. This council brought 
Yeshua to the Sanhedrin, who gathered to discuss what to 
do with him and determine his earthly fate (cf. Ps. 118:22; 
Matt. 21:42).
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 35 He said to them, “When I sent you out without wallet, pack or shoes, were you ever 
short of anything?” “Not a thing,” they answered. 36 “But now,” he said, if you have a wallet 
or a pack, take it; and if you don’t have a sword, sell your robe to buy one. 37 For I tell you 
this: the passage from the Tanakh that says, ‘He was counted with transgressors,’ a has to 
be fulfilled in me; since what is happening to me has a purpose.” 38 They said, “Look, Lord, 
there are two swords right here!” “Enough!” he replied.
 39 On leaving, Yeshua went as usual to the Mount of Olives; and the talmidim followed him. 
40 When he arrived, he said to them, “Pray that you won’t be put to the test.” 41 He went about 
a stone’s throw away from them, kneeled down and prayed, 42 “Father, if you are willing, take 
this cup away from me; still, let not my will but yours be done.” 43 There appeared to him an 
angel from heaven giving him strength, 44 and in great anguish he prayed more intensely, so 
that his sweat became like drops of blood falling to the ground. 45 On rising from prayer and 
coming to the talmidim, he found them sleeping because of their grief. 46 He said to them, 
“Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you won’t be put to the test!”
 47 While he was still speaking, a crowd of people arrived, with the man called Y’hudah 
(one of the Twelve!) leading them. He came up to Yeshua to kiss him, 48 but Yeshua said to 
him, “Y’hudah, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49 When his followers saw 
what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we use our swords?” 50 One of them 
struck at the slave of the cohen hagadol and cut off his right ear. 51 But Yeshua answered, “Just 
let me do this,” and, touching the man’s ear, he healed him.
 52 Then Yeshua said to the head cohanim, the officers of the Temple guard and the elders 
who had come to seize him, “So you came out just as you would to the leader of a rebellion, 
with swords and clubs? 53 Every day I was there with you in the Temple court, yet you didn’t 
arrest me. But this is your hour — the hour when darkness rules.”
 54 Having seized him, they led him away and brought him into the house of the cohen 
hagadol. Kefa followed at a distance; 55 but when they had lit a fire in the middle of the 
courtyard and sat down together, Kefa joined them. 56 One of the servant girls saw him 
sitting in the light of the fire, stared at him and said, “This man also was with him.” 57 But 
he denied it: “Lady, I don’t even know him.” 58 A little later, someone else saw him and said, 
“You’re one of them too”; but Kefa said, “Man, I am not!” 59 About an hour later, another 
man asserted emphatically, “There can be no doubt that this fellow was with him, because 
he too is from the Galil!” 60 But Kefa said, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” 
And instantly, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked 
straight at Kefa; and Kefa remembered what the Lord had said, “Before the rooster crows 
today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went outside and cried bitterly.
 63 Meanwhile, the men who were holding Yeshua made fun of him. They beat him, 
64 blindfolded him, and kept asking him, “Now, ‘prophesy’! Who hit you that time?” 65 And 
they said many other insulting things to him.
 66 At daybreak, the people’s council of elders, including both head cohanim and Torah-teachers, 
met and led him off to their Sanhedrin, 67 where they said, “If you are the Mashiach, tell us.” He 

a Isaiah 53:12

22:41 He…kneeled down and prayed. Jews no longer 
kneel when praying. Since the Gentile church adopted it, 
that custom is now deemed foreign. Christianity did not 
invent this act, however, but in fact adopted it from Juda-
ism (Ps. 95:6; Dan. 6:11; 2 Chron. 6:13). Indeed, the Hebrew 
root of b’rakhah (blessing) is berekh or “knee.”

22:66 The people’s council of elders. This council brought 
Yeshua to the Sanhedrin, who gathered to discuss what to 
do with him and determine his earthly fate (cf. Ps. 118:22; 
Matt. 21:42).
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answered, “If I tell you, you won’t believe me; 68 and if I ask you, you won’t answer. 69 But from 
now on, the Son of Man will be sitting at the right hand of HaG’vurah,” a 70 They all said, “Does 
this mean, then, that you are the Son of God?” And he answered them, “You say I am.” 71 They 
said, “Why do we need additional testimony? We have heard it ourselves from his own mouth!”

23 1 With that, the whole Sanhedrin got up and brought Yeshua before Pilate, 2 where 
they started accusing him. “We found this man subverting our nation, forbidding us 

to pay taxes to the Emperor and claiming that he himself is the Messiah — a king!” 3 Pilate 
asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” And he answered him, “The words are yours.” 
4 Pilate said to the head cohanim and the crowds, “I find no ground for a charge against 
this man.” 5 But they persisted. “He is inciting the people with his teaching throughout all 
Y’hudah — he started in the Galil, and now he’s here!” 6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the 
man was from the Galil; 7 and when he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he 
sent him over to Herod, who at that time happened to be in Yerushalayim too.
 8 Herod was delighted to see Yeshua, because he had heard about him and for a long time 
had been wanting to meet him; indeed, he hoped to see him perform some miracle. 9 He 
questioned him at great length, but Yeshua made no reply. 10 However, the head cohanim and 
the Torah-teachers stood there, vehemently pressing their case against him. 11 Herod and 
his soldiers treated Yeshua with contempt and made fun of him. Then, dressing him in an 
elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate became friends with 
each other; previously they had been enemies.
 13 Pilate summoned the head cohanim, the leaders and the people, 14 and said to them, 
“You brought this man before me on a charge of subverting the people. I examined him in 
your presence and did not find the man guilty of the crime you are accusing him of. 15 And 
neither did Herod, because he sent him back to us. Clearly, he has not done anything that 
merits the death penalty. 16 Therefore, what I will do is have him flogged and release him.” 
17* 18 But with one voice they shouted, “Away with this man! Give us Bar-Abba!” 19 (He was a 
man who had been thrown in prison for causing a riot in the city and for murder.) 20 Pilate 
appealed to them again, because he wanted to release Yeshua. 21 But they yelled, “Put him to 
death on the stake! Put him to death on the stake!” 22 A third time he asked them, “But what 
has this man done wrong? I haven’t found any reason to put him to death. So I’m going to 
have him flogged and set free.” 23 But they went on yelling insistently, demanding that he be 
executed on the stake; and their shouting prevailed. 24 Pilate decided to grant their demand; 
25 he released the man who had been thrown in prison for insurrection and murder, the one 
they had asked for; and Yeshua he surrendered to their will.
 26 As the Roman soldiers led Yeshua away, they grabbed hold of a man from Cyrene named 
Shim‘on, who was on his way in from the country. They put the execution-stake on his 
back and made him carry it behind Yeshua. 27 Large numbers of people followed, including 
women crying and wailing over him. 28 Yeshua turned to them and said, “Daughters of 
Yerushalayim, don’t cry for me; cry for yourselves and your children! 29 For the time is 
coming when people will say, ‘The childless women are the lucky ones — those whose 
wombs have never borne a child, whose breasts have never nursed a baby! 30 Then
a Psalm 110:1
* Some manuscripts have verse 17: For he was required to release one man to them at the festival.

23:1 The whole Sanhedrin. This literally means, “The 
multitude of them”—namely, the whole of those present. 
However, as per the context (22:66–71), this refl ects 

not the whole of the Jewish people but instead some 
members of the religious court, the Sanhedrin. See “The 
Death of Yeshua,” Matt. 27:25.
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and, ‘The time has come!’ Don’t go after them. 9 And when you hear of wars and revolutions, 
don’t panic. For these things must happen first, but the end will not follow immediately.”
 10 Then he told them, “Peoples will fight each other, nations will fight each other, 11 there 
will be great earthquakes, there will be epidemics and famines in various places, and there 
will be fearful sights and great signs from Heaven. 12 But before all this, they will arrest 
you and persecute you, handing you over to the synagogues and prisons; and you will be 
brought before kings and governors. This will all be on account of me, 13 but it will prove an 
opportunity for you to bear witness. 14 So make up your minds not to worry, rehearsing your 
defense beforehand; 15 for I myself will give you an eloquence and a wisdom that no adversary 
will be able to resist or refute. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and 
friends; some of you they will have put to death; 17 and everyone will hate you because of me. 
18 But not a hair of your head will be lost. 19 By standing firm you will save your lives.
 20  “However, when you see Yerushalayim surrounded by armies, then you are to 
understand that she is about to be destroyed. 21 Those in Y’hudah must escape to the hills, 
those inside the city must get out, and those in the country must not enter it. 22 For these are 
the days of vengeance, when everything that has been written in the Tanakh will come true. 
23 What a terrible time it will be for pregnant women and nursing mothers! For there will be 
great distress in the Land and judgment on the people. 24 Some will fall by the edge of the 
sword, others will be carried into all the countries of the Gentiles, and Yerushalayim will be 
trampled down by the Gentiles until the age of the Gentiles has run its course.
 25 “There will appear signs in the sun, moon and stars; and on earth, nations will be in anxiety 
and bewilderment at the sound and surge of the sea, 26 as people faint with fear at the prospect 
of what is overtaking the world; for the powers in heaven will be shaken. a 27 And then they will 
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with tremendous power and glory. b 28 When these things 
start to happen, stand up and hold your heads high; because you are about to be liberated!”
 29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree — indeed, all the trees. 30As soon as 
they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves that summer is near. 31 In the same way, when 
you see these things taking place, you are to know that the Kingdom of God is near! 32 Yes! I 
tell you that this generation will certainly not pass away before it has all happened. 33 Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will certainly not pass away.
 34 “But keep watch on yourselves, or your hearts will become dulled by carousing, 
drunkenness and the worries of everyday living, and that Day will be sprung upon you 
suddenly like a trap! 35 For it will close in on everyone, no matter where they live, throughout 
the whole world. 36 Stay alert, always praying that you will have the strength to escape all the 
things that will happen and to stand in the presence of the Son of Man.”
 37 Yeshua spent his days at the Temple, teaching; while at night he went out and stayed on 
the hill called the Mount of Olives. 38 All the people would rise with the dawn to come and 
hear him at the Temple courts.
a Haggai 2:6, 21  b Daniel 7:13–14  
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21:20–23 “When you see Yerushalayim surrounded by 
armies.” It is widely thought that the Messianic Jews of Je-
rusalem heeded Yeshua’s words here and in 66 C.E. moved 
to Pella, east of the Jordan River. It is also understood that 
this act of foresight, based on the Messiah’s own warning 
and instruction, was taken by some non -Messianic Jews as 
an act of disloyalty to the nation in time of war, which con-
tributed to resentment against them.

21:24 “Some will fall by the edge of the sword.” Verse 24 
fi nds its initial fulfi llment in 70 C.E., when Jerusalem was 
surrounded by armies and the people knew it was about 
to be destroyed. Historians such as Josephus note that 
between 66 and 70 C.E., over a million Jews perished. This 
points to the fi nal time of trial (or the tribulation) coming 
upon the whole world as spoken of in Dan. 12:1 and Rev. 
3:10 (cf. Matt. 24:4–28; Mark 13:5–23; 2 Thess. 2:1–12; Rev. 
6–18). Whereas the events of the destruction have oc-
curred, this time of trial is still yet to come.

7LUKE   22:71
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