
R50024_ETBTH_INT.indd   1R50024_ETBTH_INT.indd   1 1/28/2020   1:58:39 PM1/28/2020   1:58:39 PM

© 2020 Rose Publishing, LLC. You may 
print 10 copies, but do not post on the 
internet or send via email.

This free e-Chart is taken from the book Exploring the Bible Through History ISBN 9781628627855. This book features twenty-
five lessons where children, through multiple activity options, explore the Bible and discover God through history. This book of 
twenty-five lessons takes kids from creation through Revelation—there is even a lesson about God from before creation!



How to Use This Book ..........................................................4

Old Testament
Books of the Law

1 Adam and Eve ..................................................................8

2 Noah and the Flood ..................................................... 18

3 Abram Is Called ............................................................ 26

4 Isaac and Abraham ..................................................... 34

5 Moses ............................................................................... 42

6 Exodus and Wilderness Wanderings ................... 50

Books of History

7 Joshua ............................................................................... 62

8 Deborah Encourages ..................................................72

9 Gideon Trusts God ...................................................... 82

10 Samuel Listens .............................................................. 92

11 Israel’s Kings .................................................................. 100

12 Elijah on Mount Carmel  ............................................ 110

Miscellaneous Books

13 Jonah ................................................................................ 120

14 Jerusalem Destroyed ................................................. 128

15 The Years between Testaments ............................ 136

New Testament
The Gospels  

16 John the Baptist ............................................................146

17 Jesus’ Birth ...................................................................... 154

18 Jesus’ Baptism ...............................................................164

19 Jesus’ Death and Resurrection ................................172

Letters, History, and Prophesy

20 Paul’s Conversion ........................................................184

21 Council of Jerusalem ................................................. 192

22 Paul’s First Missionary Journey .............................. 200 

23 Paul in Rome .................................................................210

24 The Book of Revelation ............................................ 218

Bonus Lesson 
25 Before Creation ........................................................... 226

Coloring Pages ........................................................................ 233

Contents 

R50024_ETBTH_INT.indd   3R50024_ETBTH_INT.indd   3 1/28/2020   2:04:59 PM1/28/2020   2:04:59 PM

© 2020 Rose Publishing, LLC. You may 
print 10 copies, but do not post on the 
internet or send via email.

This free e-Chart is taken from the book Exploring the Bible Through History ISBN 9781628627855. This book features twenty-
five lessons where children, through multiple activity options, explore the Bible and discover God through history. This book of 
twenty-five lessons takes kids from creation through Revelation—there is even a lesson about God from before creation!



4

Time Line Materials
For each lesson, you will need a time line and time line marker (a sticker or paper arrow to identify your place on the 

time line). These will collectively be referred to as Time Line Materials throughout this book. We recommend using 

Rose’s Giant 10-Foot Bible Time Line (found at www.hendricksonrose.com) , or  you can 

make your own time line with the reproducible coloring pages (see page 5 for more 

in formation). We acknowledge that all dates in these chapters are approximate.

Chapter Layout
Each chapter in this teaching resource is divided into six sections :

Introduce It! 
Begin every lesson by placing a time line tracker on the time line so  kids 

can see where they are in history. This section emphasizes the context 

of the lesson in the greater scheme of the Bible as whole. It also includes 

a lesson overview,  a memory verse, and a recap of what happened in the previous chapter.

Tell It! 
 Tell the Bible story to the children. Depending on the ir age level, have 

children look up the Bible references to follow along.

Pray It! 
Encourage children to connect with God through prayer. Each lesson offers a sample prayer 

that connects to the themes of the lesson. Feel free to use it or  to make up your own.

Apply It! 
Welcome to the activities section! Here you will fi nd 

fi ve Bible-centric activities that work with both large 

or small groups. These activities include:

• Show It: an object lesson

• Act It Out: a reenactment of the Bible lesson

• Play It: a game based on the Bible lesson

• Craft It: a craft based on the Bible lesson

• Snack It: a snack that easily ties to the Bible lesson 

ow to Use This Book 

Use as many acti viti es as 
you want. You can even 

intersperse them betw een 
the Tell It! secti ons to 

keep the kids’ attenti on. 

APPLY IT!
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Talk about It!
These life application questions allow  kids to process what they’ve learned 

from the Bible story. They are divided into two sections: 

• Basic Questions are appropriate for all age groups. 

• Go Further questions are more diffi cult and are better suited for upper elementary children.

Be creative about using these questions:

• Use them in a small group circle. 

• Talk about them during the snack or craft activity. 

• Ask the winners of the games to answer them for bonus points. 

The possibilities are endless!

Wrap It Up!
End each chapter with a summary of the key points from the Bible lesson.

Reproducible Coloring Pages
At the back of the book, you will notice a coloring page for each chapter. Use these resources to:

• Build your own time line. As you go through each chapter, tape the coloring pages 

together to build a time line. You can make one for the whole class or make a copy for 

each child , and they can make their own ti me line from lesson to lesson.

• Fill class time. If you fi nd you have extra time in your lesson, hand out the 

coloring pages to keep the children occupied.

• Make it a discussion. Ask the Talk about It!
questions as children color. 

• Use as take-home resources. Send the 

children home with these reproducible 

coloring pages so they can share what 

they learn with  family members.
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Picking up right after the death of Moses, 
children will learn about Joshua, the new 
leader of the Israelites. God used Joshua 
to finally fulfill his promise to the Israelites 
and lead them into the Promised Land. 
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Introduce It!
Time Line Materials needed. (See p. 4.)

Begin the lesson in prayer. Select volunteers to thank 

God for always being a promise keeper. 

Make a list with the children, of promises that God 

has kept (both in the Bible and their lives). 

After 400 years of being slaves in Egypt, Moses led the Israelites out 

of bondage. Refer to time line at 1446 b.c. In just a short while, God 

has provided for the Israelites in some amazing ways: the plagues, 

the parting of the Red Sea, leading them by pillars of cloud and fi re, 

sending manna from heaven, and creating water from a rock. God 

has promised his people that he would deliver them to a land that he had for 

them. A land fl owing with milk and honey. The Israelites, it seemed, quickly 

forgot the promises God made to them, and about his constant care of them.

oshua 
Numbers 13 :27—14:35 ; Joshua 2—6,  

Time Line
1446–1406 

b.c.

Key Events & People
Fall of Jericho; 
Joshua, Rahab

Memory Verse
Not a single one of all 

the good promises the 
LORD had given to the 

family of Israel was left 
unfulfilled  ; everything he 

had spoken came true.

Joshua 21:45

63
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Tell It!
Choose a way to tell the story while reading the account from the 

Bible or telling it in your own words. Ideas for creative storytelling 

include acting it out, using props, or incorporating pictures. 

The Twelve Spies
If you moved to a new house, how would you choose 

which room is yours? Children respond. You’d explore 

the house to see all your options. The information you  

would discover   would help you make the best decision.

When Moses and the Israelites neared the Promised Land 

of Canaan, they had to do some exploring, too. Moses sent 

out twelve scouts. When they returned, they had incredible 

news! Canaan was amazing. The fruit was huge! Two men had to tie  a bunch of  grapes 

to a giant stick and carry it between them. But there was a big problem , and the men 

were scared. Giants lived in Canaan , and there was a huge wall surrounding the city. 

Ten of the twelve spies decided it was too risky to invade. The se men, 

like most of the Israelites had quickly forgotten they had God on their 

side. But  two spies, Caleb and Joshua , believed in God’s power. 

God was pleased with  Caleb and Joshua, but he was angry with the rest of the 

Israelites. As punishment for their lack of faith, God did not let any of the Israelites 

of this generation enter the Promised Land , except for  Caleb and Joshua .  Because of 

their lack of trust, God sent the Israelites back to the desert to wander for forty years!

Rahab and the Spies
Move time line marker to 1406 b.c.

 Fast forward to forty years later. God 

chose Joshua to lead the Israelites 

after Moses’ death. Joshua sent 

two spies to check out the land 

of Jericho. The spies went 

 into the city, but they had to 

hide for the night because 

the king of Jericho was looking 

for them.  They met a woman 

Opti onal Materials
 inflated purple 

balloon s arranged 
on a pole like a  

bunch of grapes  (so 
large you need two 
people to carry it)
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named Rahab, who agreed to help them hide in her house. Rahab hid 

the two spies on her roof. But why? Why would Rahab keep these two 

spies safe? They wanted to invade her homeland. Children respond.

Read Joshua 2:8–15 .  

Rahab saved the spies because she had heard the things God had done for his 

people. She believed in God. She helped the two spies escape from Jericho by  helping 

them  climb down  the city wall  using a  red  rope. The men promised Rahab that 

they would not harm her or her family when they invaded. 

The Fall of Jericho
The land that God promised the Israelites was surrounded by 

a strong wall. But God did not leave the Israelites to fi gure out 

how to break the wall by themselves. He had a plan for the 

Israelites’ victory. What was God’s plan? Children respond.

Read Joshua 6:1–5 .

What a crazy way to defeat a city’s defenses! “When the people 

heard the sound of the rams’ horns, they shouted as loud as they 

could. Suddenly, the walls of Jericho collapsed, and the Israelites 

charged straight into the town and captured it. They completely 

destroyed everything in it with their swords” (Joshua 6:20–21).

Though it was a little crazy, and not normally how you would 

bring  down a wall , God’s plan worked! The walls surrounding 

Jericho fell down! Joshua, through God’s direction, led the 

Israelites into the land that had long been promised to them!

Pray It!
Dear God, thank you for always keeping your promises , 

even when things in life feel too big to handle. Help me 

to trust in your plan always. In Jesus ’ name, amen. 
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Apply It!
Choose any of these activities for your lesson. Use more than one if time allows. For 

any of these activities, discuss the Talk about It! questions on page 70 as time allows.

Show It! 

Sounds of Breaking

Overview

Children imitate the sounds of things 

being broken while learning that 

God’s promises can’t be broken.

In today’s Bible story, Joshua and the 

Israelite army made a mighty noise by 

playing trumpets and shouting. Then, 

God used his mighty power to break 

down the walls around Jericho. Those falling walls must have made an incredible racket! 

Directions 

1. One at a time, call on volunteers to think of a breakable object and then imitate the 

sound of the object breaking. The other children try to guess what the object was.

2. Next, call on volunteers to name things that cannot be broken.

Conversation

God had promised a special home for the Israelites—the Promised Land! 

He delivered the land to them when he broke down the walls of Jericho. 

Today’s verse, Joshua 2 1:45 says, “Not a single one of all the good promises 

the L had given to the family of Israel was left unfulfi lled; everything 

he had spoken came true.” God always keeps his promises!

Act It Out! 

The Walls Came Tumbling Down

Overview 

As a group, the children will act out the different 

roles the Israelites had while marching around 

the walls of Jericho  before the  walls fell. 

Materials
party blowers 

(1 per child)

boxes stacked to 
resemble the wall 

fake swords (optional)
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Apply It!
Choose any of these activities for your lesson. Use more than one if time allows. For 

any of these activities, discuss the Talk about It! questions on page 70 as time allows.

Show It! 

Sounds of Breaking

Overview

Children imitate the sounds of things 

being broken while learning that 

God’s promises can’t be broken.

In today’s Bible story, Joshua and the 

Israelite army made a mighty noise by 

playing trumpets and shouting. Then, 

God used his mighty power to break 

down the walls around Jericho. Those falling walls must have made an incredible racket! 

Directions 

1. One at a time, call on volunteers to think of a breakable object and then imitate the 

sound of the object breaking. The other children try to guess what the object was.

2. Next, call on volunteers to name things that cannot be broken.

Conversation

God had promised a special home for the Israelites—the Promised Land! 

He delivered the land to them when he broke down the walls of Jericho. 

Today’s verse, Joshua 2 1:45 says, “Not a single one of all the good promises 

the L had given to the family of Israel was left unfulfi lled; everything 

he had spoken came true.” God always keeps his promises!

Act It Out! 

The Walls Came Tumbling Down

Overview 

As a group, the children will act out the different 

roles the Israelites had while marching around 

the walls of Jericho  before the  walls fell. 

Materials
party blowers 

(1 per child)

boxes stacked to 
resemble the wall 

fake swords (optional)

Directions 

1. Stack boxes in the middle of an open area to 

symbolize  a wall  around Jericho. 

2. Pass out party blowers and fake swords to the children. 

3. Children march around the wall six times (one time per 

day), blowing their trumpets (party blowers). 

4. On the seventh time, the children will run around the wall 

seven times while blowing their trumpets (party blowers). After 

they give a loud yell  while knocking the boxes down. 

Conversation

The city of Jericho seemed like a perfect place , one God had promised to the 

Israelites. One of the problems was that the city was surrounded by a strong wall. 

God had a plan for the Israelites to take over the city. He told the Israelites to march 

around the city  once each day for six days, blowing their trumpets. On the seventh 

day of marching, they were to march around the city seven times  and give a loud 

shout after the trumpet blast.  After they did this, the walls of Jericho fell down. 

We had to knock our box wall down. When the Israelites shouted  after the 

seventh march on the seventh day, the walls came tumbling down. God 

 fulfi lled his promise to the Israelites to give them the Promised Land!

Play It! 

Sneaky Spies

Overview

Children try to sneak by a blindfolded  giant  and retrieve 

 grapes  (balls) to bring back to the start  line.

Directions 

1. Choose one child to be the giant. The giant will be blindfolded in the 

middle of the playing area, trying to tag any spies they can fi nd. 

2. The other children will sneak across the playing area, grab a   grape (ball), 

and sneak back to the start line without being tagged by the giant.

Materials
blindfold

small balls
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Conversation 

Joshua and the other eleven spies went into the land of Canaan to scout it out. 

They went to see how the land was and what it was like. Moses even wanted them 

to bring back some fruit from the land. Just like our game had a giant in it, the 

land of Canaan had real giants! There were great things about the land that God 

had promised them, but because of the giants and the strong walls, the people 

were afraid to take the land. They did not trust God to keep his promise.

Craft  It!

Shout It Out Shofar

Overview

Children decorate a shofar template with God’s promises.

Preparation

Cut strips of construction paper or cardstock into 1 x5 ½-inch strips.

Directions 

1. Glue the shofar onto a piece of 

cardstock or construction paper. 

2. With the pre-cut strips of paper, children write promises that God has made and kept. 

3. Glue the promise strips on the paper  like they are coming out of the shofar. 

Alternate Idea

1. Children write promises that God made on a piece of paper. 

2. Roll up the paper  into a cone to resemble a shofar.

3. Children blow their new shofars.

Conversation 

Trumpets , or shofars , can make a beautiful, but loud , noise! They can also 

be used to announce or introduce good news. We are using our shofars to 

shout out the promises that God has made and kept. He promised:

• A new land to the Israelites

• The strong walls of Jericho would fall down

What other promises did he make? Children respond. Great 

examples. We know that God kept his promises to the Israelites. 

And we know that he is still a promise keeper today!

Materials
shofar template

construction paper 
or cardstock 

 ruler

scissors

glue

crayons or markers
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Snack It! 

Gumdrop Walls

Overview 

Children build a wall out of gumdrops and toothpicks 

as a reminder of Jericho. Then,  they munch on 

Bugles corn snacks  that represent the trumpets.

Conversation 

The Israelites  wandered in the desert for forty 

years. Under the leadership of Joshua, they fi nally 

arrived at the Promised Land, Canaan. The strong 

wall that protected the land was no match for God. 

God brought the walls of Jericho down  and kept 

his promise  to deliver them to the Promised Land!

Talk about It!

Basic Questi ons
1. When the twelve spies went to scout out the land of Canaan, what did they 

fi nd? A great land with lots of large fruit  but also giants and a strong wall.

2. When the Israelites fi rst saw the Promised Land, did 

they want to attack? No, they were scared.

3. Which two spies were not scared  but wanted to 

trust God instead? Joshua and Caleb.

4. What was the punishment for not trusting God and being 

afraid to enter the Promised Land? They would wander for 

40 years in the wilderness  and not get to enter the land. 

5. How did Rahab keep the spies safe? She hid them 

on her roof  and helped them escape.

Materials
gumdrops

toothpicks

 Bugles corn 
snacks

 Bugles corn 
snacks
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6. Why did Rahab keep the spies safe? She had heard about what 

God had done for the Israelites and she believed in God.

7. What did the spies promise to Rahab in return for her 

helping them? They promised to remember her and to keep 

Rahab and her family safe when they  took over.

8. What was God’s plan for bringing down the wall around Jericho? 

To march around the walls  once per day for seven days  and seven 

times on the seventh day. On the seventh time around, they would  

blow trumpets, shout , and the walls would fall down.

9. What promise was fulfi lled? The Israelites conquered the Promised Land.

Go Further
1. It took a long time for God’s promise of a new land to actually happen. 

Does that mean God forgot about his promise? Why or why not?

2. If things are taking a long time in our lives, does that 

mean God has forgotten us? Why or why not?

Wrap It Up!
Refer to the time line.

The Israelites fi nally arrived in the land God  promised them! Their forty-year 

punishment was over, and this new generation of Israelites was about to begin their 

lives in Canaan. God’s promise was fulfi lled! This promise started over 600 years  before 

with Abraham. God promised Abraham that his descendants would be a mighty nation 

with a land of their own. God was talking about the Israelites. As Joshua led them into 

the Promised Land, we see the fulfi llment of the promise that God made to Abraham.
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with this ready-to-go resource! Whitney’s 26 lessons 
teach children foundational biblical truths while 
reviewing early education basics. Features step-by-
step instructions, age-appropriate crafts, fun interactive 
activities, and more.

Book ................... 9781628627435 ...........$19.99
Also available as a PDF Download.

Top 50 Object Lessons
Easy to follow, this book creates opportunities for 
children to remember the main theme using science 
and everyday objects. Teach kids key Bible stories plus 
20 bonus holiday and favorite game lessons with quick 
and easy-to-use reproducible book for Sunday school 
teachers. 

Book ................... 9781628625042 ............$15.99

Also available as a PDF Download.

The Super Sized Book of Bible Puzzles
Fun Bible learning with pencils and crayons! This 
book has over 210 fun searches, mazes, pictures and 
puzzles that help kids learn their favorite Bible stories 
from the Old and New Testaments. Perfect for families! 
Answers are included.

Book ...................9781584111429 ............ $19.99

Also available as a PDF Download.

Exploring the Bible Through History
Exploring the Bible through History is the first in a series of 
interactive Bible lesson resources based off of Rose Publishing’s 
Giant 10-Foot Bible Time Line. This book features twenty-five 
lessons where children, through multiple activity options, explore 
the Bible and discover God through history. This book of twenty-five 
lessons takes kids from creation through Revelation—there is even 
a lesson about God from before creation!

Book ............................. ISBN: 9781628627855 ................................ $19.99

Rose Publishing,LLC., publishes full-color, easy-to-use Bible reference materials, including charts, maps, time lines and biblical reference pamphlets for pastors, Bible study leaders, new member classes & small groups.
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