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The End Times Intrig
e End 1 1mes Intrig
For 2,000 years people have wondered about the events of the end times and when
Jesus will return. Terms such as millennium, tribulation, 666, and antichrist are used
in the media and the supermarket tabloids, but questions remain:
« Will Jesus return physically and reign on earth for 1,000 years?
+ Will Christians go through a seven-year tribulation?
+ Will the second coming of Christ occur at the same time that believers meet Christ
in the air (the rapture)?
+ Will Christians be raptured (removed from this earth) and other people “left behind"?
+ What does the nation of Israel have to do with the end times?
- There are four different views of end-times events, but all share some key points:
+ Jesus will come again for those who love him.
+ Jesus calls his followers to be ready all the time. Jesus said, “No one knows about
+ No one knows the day or the hour. that day or hour, not even the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father.” —Matthew 24:36
What JESUS Taught about the End
“Because of the increase of
Jesus promised his disciples that he would come wickedness, the love of most will
again. Before his return there would be: grow cold, but he who stands firm
“Birth Pains” (Events before the “signs” of the end) to the end will be saved.”
+ Many will claim to be the Messiah. BT
+ People will be deceived by these messiahs.
+ Wars, famine, earthquakes, pestilence.
+ Believers in Christ persecuted and killed. What PAUL Taught about the End
. Behever§ will be witnesses of ]esgs to kings. 1] The Lord will descend.
+ Many will turn away from the faith. . S
+ Betrayals by parents, brothers, and friends. 2/ The dead in Christ will rise first.
+ Increase in wickedness. 3] The living will be caught up with them in the clouds
« Fearful events and signs from heaven. to meet the Lord and be with him forever.
The Signs of the End 4] Don't believe those who say the Day of the Lord has
. already come.
+ Jerusalem surrounded by armies. ‘
Bihe“3bomination of desolation”” 5] The Day of the Lord will be preceded by:
« Great tribulation like never before. . Rebellion
+ Jerusalem will be tr amplgd on b}" Gentiles. + The revelation of the man of lawlessness who will:
« False prophets perform signs, mlracles. . Oppose and exalt himself over God
~ + Sun darkens, moon doesn't shine, stars fall. « Set himself up in Gods temple
« Severe ocean activity disturbs the nations. « Proclaim to be God
+ People will faint with terror. + Be revealed when the one holding him back is
+ Jesus will appear in the sky. taken out of the way
« The trumpet will sound. + Be accompanied by satanic, counterfeit miracles
« Angels will gather Gods elect. + Deceive those who do not love the truth
Matthew 24—25; Mark 13; Luke 21) 6] When Jesus comes, the man of lawlessness will be
overthrown and destroyed.
(1 Thessalonians 4:17; 2 Thessalonians 2)
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[ Church age ] The time period from the beginning of the church (about Ap 30) until
Jesus Christ returns for everyone who has trusted in him, as promised in John 14.

[ Eschatology ] Study of the Bible’s teachings about the events leading up to the second
coming of Jesus (from Greek, eschatos [final] + logos [word or idea] = “a word about the
final things”).

[ First coming of Christ ] The earthly life and ministry of Jesus Christ, about 4 Bc—AD 30.

[ Millennium ] The thousand-year reign of Jesus on earth, described in
Revelation 20:4—6 (from Latin, mille, thousand).

- Premillennial: The belief that the millennium is a future event and Jesus will return
before (pre-) the millennium. .
» Amillennial: The millennium is a symbol of Christ’s present reign among his people.
- Postmillennial: Jesus will return affer (post-) the millennium. The millennium is
a time in which most of the world submits to Jesus, and peace and justice reign.

[ Preterism ] Preterism is the eschatological viewpoint that suggests some, if not all,
biblical prophecies about the end times refer to specific events that happened in the first
century. Some preterist interpretations include: the antichrist refers to Emperor Nero;
the tribulation refers to the Jewish War; and the Destruction of the temple occurred in
AD 70 (from Latin, praeter, beyond or after).

[ Rapture ] Event described in 1 Thessalonians 4:15—17, when Jesus Christ returns for
his people. Dispensational premillennialists believe that the rapture and the second i
coming of Jesus are two separate events. They place the rapture before the great tribulation |
and the second coming affer the tribulation. Historical premillennialists, amillennialists,
and postmillennialists understand the second coming of Jesus and the event described
in 1 Thessalonians 4:15—17 as the same event (from Latin, raptus, carry away).

[ Second coming of Christ ] The bodily return of Jesus to earth to reign as king.

[ Tribulation, Great ] Time when disasters happen on the earth and people who are
faithful to Jesus suffer intense persecution, possibly lasting seven years (Revelation 7:14).

+ Premillennialists place the great tribulation near the end.

+ Dispensational premillennialists typically believe that the tribulation will last exactly
seven years.

« Many historical premillennialists view the reference to “seven years” as a symbol of the
completeness of God's dealings with the world as the end of time approaches.

+ Most amillennialists and postmillennialists treat the tribulation as a symbol of
calamities and persecutions that have occurred throughout church history.

Some amillennialists and postmillennialists are preterists—they believe that the great
tribulation occurred between Ap 63 and 70, during the Jewish-Roman conflict that
ended with the destruction of the Jewish temple.
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Will Jesus return
physically? Yes Yes Yes Yes
: After a 7-year After a 7-year Anytime; a detailed
‘rNre::l‘,m" SIS tribulation; before the | tribulation; before the | time frame is not After the millennium.
eturn: millennium. millennium. important.
No, they are events
Do the rapture and | separated by either 7
second coming of years (pre-tribulation
Christ occur at the rapture) or 3'/, years Yes Yes Yes
same time? (mid-tribulation
rapture).
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Will there be a great Y Y any time Christians and evil since J esgs’
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Will Christians suffer | tribulation (pre- through the tribulation persecution until osoel. and
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1.000-vear tribulation, Christ will | tribulation, Christ will | refers to the reign of | refers to a period of
’." e 5 return and reign for | return and reign for Christ in the hearts of | peace when the gospel
LlLGUUELIE 1,000 years. 1,000 years. his believers. reaches all people.
Who is saved? Christians only Christians only Christians only Christians only
Is the modern state of
Israel relevant to the Yes No No No
prophecies in Revelation?
Became popular The earliest view of the Popularized in May have been
When was this view | about 1860. Has end times, emerging at 408 Continues to be popular as early as
most held? increased in the end of the first accepted toda A 300. Less popular
popularity. century. P V- today.
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Free Will vs. Predestination

The two views have many practical implications. Do
people have free will or does God predestine them
to be saved? If God elects us, is there any reason to
spread the Gospel? Can a person lose his salvation?
This easy-to-understand pamphlet compares the
teachings of Arminianism with Calvinism and gives
the key Bible verses you need to understand this
important topic.
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Pamphlet............ 978-1-59636-478-3............ $3.99

Attributes of God

Have you ever questioned God’s goodness during
tough seasons? It's easy to accept that God is loving
when you receive a promotion and that he’s merciful
when someone forgives you. But, God’s characteris-
tics during troubling times can appear so abstract that
applying his identity to our life circumstances can seem
like a theological puzzle: we possess all the pieces but
don’t know how they fit together.

Pamphlet ............ 978-1-59636-484-4 .....$3.99

Rose Chronological Guide to the Bible

The Four Views of the End Times pamphlet gives a basic
explanation of biblical end-times prophecy, from four different
Christian views. For nearly 2000 years, people have wondered
about the timeline of the end times and the Second Coming of
Christ. Even back in Jesus’ day, the disciples asked for the signs of
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Jesus’ return. Today people who care about Bible prophecy want ’,;" and events straight? Even the president of a Christian
to know if Jesus will return physically and reign on earth for 1,000 "”‘" publishing company can visit Jerusalem and walk away
years, and when it will happen. w“ confused. It's hard to imagine what Jerusalem was like
’ =§ during King David’s time...or during Jesus’ time, and it's
Pamphlet ...........cccovvveviennnns 978-1-59636-089-1.........ccu... $3.99 APty tough to keep Bible people and events in chronological
e order.
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