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JESUS’ LAST WEEK

JESUS’ LAST WEEK APPEARANCES & ASCENSION

“It is finished.” —John 19:30

“Crucify him! Crucify him!”  
—Luke 23:21

“This same Jesus . . . will come back.”  
—acts 1:11

“He is not here; he has 
risen.” —Matthew 28:6

“Not my will, but yours be done.” —Luke 22:42“This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood.” —Luke 22:20

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  
—Mark 11:10

Judas Iscariot agrees 
to betray Jesus. 
Mt 26:1–5, 14–16; Mk 14:1–2, 
10–11; Lk 22:1–6

Jesus stands trial before 
Annas, Caiaphas, and 
the Sanhedrin. 
Mt 26:57–68; Mk 14:53–65;  
Lk 22:54; Jn 18:13–14, 19–24

 LAST SUPPER  
Jesus and disciples 

share a final meal in an 
upper room in Jerusalem.

Mt 26:17–30; Mk 14:12–26;  
Lk 22:7–30; Jn 13:18–30

Jesus’ body is 
placed in the tomb. 
Mt 27:57–61; Mk 15:42–47;  
Lk 23:50–56; Jn 19:38–42

The Sanhedrin 
condemns Jesus. 
Mt 27:1–2; Mk 15:1;  
Lk 22:63–71

Jesus cleanses  
the temple.
Mt 21:12–16; Mk 11:15–19; 
Lk 19:45–46

Jesus prays in 
the garden of 
Gethsemane. 
Mt 26:36–46;  
Mk 14:32–42;  
Lk 22:39–46

 RESURRECTION  
Women find the tomb 

of Jesus empty.
Mt 28:1–8; Mk 16:1–8; Lk 24:1–8;  
Jn 20:1–2

Soldiers beat Jesus 
and mock him with 
a crown of thorns. 
Mt 27:27–31; Mk 15:16–20; 
Jn 19:1–3

 CRUCIFIXION  
Jesus is nailed to 

the cross at Golgotha. 
Mt 27:33–44; Mk 15:22–32;  
Lk 23:33–38; Jn 19:18–24

Jesus commends the 
widow’s offering. 
Mk 12:41–44; Lk 21:1–4

Jesus appears to 
Mary Magdalene 
and other women. 
Mt 28:8–10; Mk 16:9–11*;  
Jn 20:11–18

Jesus appears to 
his disciples twice. 
Mk 16:14*; Lk 24:36–49;  
Jn 20:19–31

Jesus restores 
Peter: “Feed 
my sheep.”
Jn 21:15–25

Jesus ascends to heaven 
from the Mount of Olives.  

Mk 16:19–20*; Lk 24:50–53; Acts 1:3–11

ASCENSION

Jesus washes his 
disciples’ feet. 
Jn 13:1–17

Jesus dies on the cross. 
Mt 27:45–56; Mk 15:33–41;  
Lk 23:44–49; Jn 19:28–37

Peter disowns Jesus 
three times. 
Mt 26:69–75; Mk 14:66–72; 
Lk 22:54–62; Jn 18:15–18, 
25–27

TRIUMPHAL ENTRY  
Jesus enters Jerusalem. 

Mt 21:1–11; Mk 11:1–11;  
Lk 19:28–44; Jn 12:12–19

Jesus predicts 
Peter’s denials. 
Mt 26:31–35; Mk 14:27–31; 
Lk 22:31–38; Jn 13:31–38

Roman guard 
is posted at 
the tomb. 
Mt 27:62–66

Jesus stands trial before 
Pilate at Herod’s Palace and 
Herod Antipas at his palace. 
Mt 27:11–26; Mk 15:2–15;  
Lk 23:1–25; Jn 18:28–19:16

Simon is forced 
to carry Jesus’ 
cross.
Mt 27:32; Mk 15:21;  
Lk 23:26–32; Jn 19:17

Pharisees and 
Jesus dispute in the 
temple courts. 
Mt 22:15–45; Mk 12:13–27, 
35–40; Lk 20:20–47

OLIVET DISCOURSE  
Jesus teaches his disciples 

on the Mount of Olives. 
Mt 24:1–25:46; Mk 13:1–37; 
Lk 21:5–38

While still in Gethsemane, 
Jesus is arrested when 
Judas betrays him. 
Mt 26:47–56; Mk 14:43–52;  
Lk 22:47–53; Jn 18:1–12

Peter and John run 
to the tomb and 
also find it empty. 
Lk 24:9–12; Jn 20:3–10

Jesus appears to 
two disciples on the 
road to Emmaus. 
Mk 16:12–13*; Lk 24:13–35

On the shore of the Sea 
of Galilee, Jesus eats 
with his disciples after a 
miraculous catch of fish.
Jn 21:1–14

GREAT COMMISSION  
“Go and make disciples 

of all nations.”
 Mt 28:16–20

ad 30

SUNDAY MONDAY WEDNESDAY** THURSDAY FRIDAYTUESDAY

Passover #4 Midnight Daybreak

9:00 a.m. 3:00 p.m. Sunset

SATURDAY SUNDAY 40 days after the Resurrection

Holy Land in the Time of Jesus

* Some early manuscripts don’t have these verses.** The gospels don’t mention Wednesday specifically, but Luke 21:37–38 suggests that Jesus taught in the temple courts on this day. Judas and the religious leaders may have plotted together on this day. Time line dates are approximate.
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JESUS’ LAST WEEK

JESUS’ LAST WEEK APPEARANCES & ASCENSION

“It is finished.” —John 19:30

“Crucify him! Crucify him!”  
—Luke 23:21

“This same Jesus . . . will come back.”  
—acts 1:11

“He is not here; he has 
risen.” —Matthew 28:6

“Not my will, but yours be done.” —Luke 22:42“This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood.” —Luke 22:20

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  
—Mark 11:10

Judas Iscariot agrees 
to betray Jesus. 
Mt 26:1–5, 14–16; Mk 14:1–2, 
10–11; Lk 22:1–6

Jesus stands trial before 
Annas, Caiaphas, and 
the Sanhedrin. 
Mt 26:57–68; Mk 14:53–65;  
Lk 22:54; Jn 18:13–14, 19–24

 LAST SUPPER  
Jesus and disciples 

share a final meal in an 
upper room in Jerusalem.

Mt 26:17–30; Mk 14:12–26;  
Lk 22:7–30; Jn 13:18–30

Jesus’ body is 
placed in the tomb. 
Mt 27:57–61; Mk 15:42–47;  
Lk 23:50–56; Jn 19:38–42

The Sanhedrin 
condemns Jesus. 
Mt 27:1–2; Mk 15:1;  
Lk 22:63–71

Jesus cleanses  
the temple.
Mt 21:12–16; Mk 11:15–19; 
Lk 19:45–46

Jesus prays in 
the garden of 
Gethsemane. 
Mt 26:36–46;  
Mk 14:32–42;  
Lk 22:39–46

 RESURRECTION  
Women find the tomb 

of Jesus empty.
Mt 28:1–8; Mk 16:1–8; Lk 24:1–8;  
Jn 20:1–2

Soldiers beat Jesus 
and mock him with 
a crown of thorns. 
Mt 27:27–31; Mk 15:16–20; 
Jn 19:1–3

 CRUCIFIXION  
Jesus is nailed to 

the cross at Golgotha. 
Mt 27:33–44; Mk 15:22–32;  
Lk 23:33–38; Jn 19:18–24

Jesus commends the 
widow’s offering. 
Mk 12:41–44; Lk 21:1–4

Jesus appears to 
Mary Magdalene 
and other women. 
Mt 28:8–10; Mk 16:9–11*;  
Jn 20:11–18

Jesus appears to 
his disciples twice. 
Mk 16:14*; Lk 24:36–49;  
Jn 20:19–31

Jesus restores 
Peter: “Feed 
my sheep.”
Jn 21:15–25

Jesus ascends to heaven 
from the Mount of Olives.  

Mk 16:19–20*; Lk 24:50–53; Acts 1:3–11

ASCENSION

Jesus washes his 
disciples’ feet. 
Jn 13:1–17

Jesus dies on the cross. 
Mt 27:45–56; Mk 15:33–41;  
Lk 23:44–49; Jn 19:28–37

Peter disowns Jesus 
three times. 
Mt 26:69–75; Mk 14:66–72; 
Lk 22:54–62; Jn 18:15–18, 
25–27

TRIUMPHAL ENTRY  
Jesus enters Jerusalem. 

Mt 21:1–11; Mk 11:1–11;  
Lk 19:28–44; Jn 12:12–19

Jesus predicts 
Peter’s denials. 
Mt 26:31–35; Mk 14:27–31; 
Lk 22:31–38; Jn 13:31–38

Roman guard 
is posted at 
the tomb. 
Mt 27:62–66

Jesus stands trial before 
Pilate at Herod’s Palace and 
Herod Antipas at his palace. 
Mt 27:11–26; Mk 15:2–15;  
Lk 23:1–25; Jn 18:28–19:16

Simon is forced 
to carry Jesus’ 
cross.
Mt 27:32; Mk 15:21;  
Lk 23:26–32; Jn 19:17

Pharisees and 
Jesus dispute in the 
temple courts. 
Mt 22:15–45; Mk 12:13–27, 
35–40; Lk 20:20–47

OLIVET DISCOURSE  
Jesus teaches his disciples 

on the Mount of Olives. 
Mt 24:1–25:46; Mk 13:1–37; 
Lk 21:5–38

While still in Gethsemane, 
Jesus is arrested when 
Judas betrays him. 
Mt 26:47–56; Mk 14:43–52;  
Lk 22:47–53; Jn 18:1–12

Peter and John run 
to the tomb and 
also find it empty. 
Lk 24:9–12; Jn 20:3–10

Jesus appears to 
two disciples on the 
road to Emmaus. 
Mk 16:12–13*; Lk 24:13–35

On the shore of the Sea 
of Galilee, Jesus eats 
with his disciples after a 
miraculous catch of fish.
Jn 21:1–14

GREAT COMMISSION  
“Go and make disciples 

of all nations.”
 Mt 28:16–20
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MINISTRY PRIMARILY IN GALILEE

MINISTRY PRIMARILY IN GALILEE MINISTRY IN JUDEA & PEREA

BIRTH & CHILDHOOD EARLY MINISTRY

“Come, follow me.”  
—Matthew 4:19

“Do to others what you would have 
them do to you.” —Matthew 7:12

“You must be born again.”  
—John 3:7

“This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased.”  

—Matthew 3:17

“Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born.” —Luke 2:11

“You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
Living God.” —Matthew 16:16

 ANNUNCIATION 
The angel Gabriel tells 

Mary that she will bear a 
son through the Holy Spirit.
Lk 1:26–38

 BIRTH OF  
CHRIST  

Jesus is born in 
Bethlehem. Lk 2:1–7

At the temple, Jesus 
is recognized as the 
Messiah. 
Lk 2:21–38

Joseph, Mary, and Jesus 
flee to Egypt to escape 
King Herod. They return to 
Nazareth after Herod’s death.
Mt 2:13–23

 BAPTISM  
John the Baptist baptizes 

Jesus in the Jordan River. 
Mt 3:13–17; Mk 1:9–11; Lk 3:21–22

 FIRST MIRACLE  
Jesus turns water into 

wine at a wedding in Cana. 
Jn 2:1–12

In Jerusalem, 
Nicodemus and Jesus 
converse about the 
kingdom of God. 
Jn 3:1–21

In Cana, Jesus 
heals an official’s 
son from a 
distance. 
Jn 4:46–54

Near Bethsaida, Jesus 
feeds the 5,000 with 
just a few fish and 
loaves of bread.
Mt 14:13–21; Mk 6:30–44;  
Lk 9:10–17; Jn 6:1–15

Jesus teaches, 
“I am the 
bread of life.” 
Jn 6:22–71

Jesus feeds 
the 4,000.
Mt 15:29–39; 
Mk 8:1–10

Peter calls Jesus  
the Messiah/Christ. 
Mt 16:13–20; Mk 8:27–30;  
Lk 9:18–21

In Jerusalem, Jesus 
spares a woman 
caught in adultery. 
Jn 7:53–8:11*

Jesus visits the 
home of Martha 
and Mary in 
Bethany. 
Lk 10:38–42

Jesus heals a 
man born blind. 
Jn 9:1–41

Jesus mourns 
over Jerusalem. 
Mt 22:37–39;  
Lk 13:31–35

In Capernaum, Jesus 
heals and forgives a 
paralyzed man. 
Mt 9:1–8; Mk 2:1–12; Lk 5:17–26

Jesus heals a 
man at the pool 
of Bethesda. 
Jn 5:1–47

Jesus heals 
a centurion’s 
servant in Cana. 
Mt 8:5–13; Lk 7:1–10

Pharisees accuse 
Jesus of being in 
league with Satan. 
Mt 12:22–37; Mk 3:20–30; 
Lk 11:14–28

The angel Gabriel 
tells Joseph to take 
Mary as his wife. 
Mt 1:18–25

Shepherds visit 
Jesus lying in 
the manger.
Lk 2:8–20

Magi from the 
east visit Jesus. 
Mt 2:1–12

Jesus amazes 
teachers at the 
temple. 
Lk 2:41–52

Jesus resists Satan’s 
temptations in the 
wilderness.
Mt 4:1–11; Mk 1:12–13; 
Lk 4:1–13

Jesus cleanses 
the temple. 
Jn 2:13–25

Jesus meets the 
Samaritan woman 
at a well in Sychar. 
Jn 4:1–42

Beside the Sea of 
Galilee, Jesus calls 
his disciples. 
Mt 4:18–22; Mk 1:16–20;  
Lk 5:1–11

Jesus raises Jairus’s 
daughter and heals 
a woman who 
touches his cloak. 
Mt 9:18–26; Mk 5:21–43;  
Lk 8:40–56

Jesus walks on 
water on the 
Sea of Galilee.
Mt 14:22–36;  
Mk 6:45–56;  
Jn 6:16–21

Jesus heals 
a Canaanite 
woman’s daughter 
in the region of 
Tyre and Sidon. 
Mt 15:21–28; Mk 7:24–30

Jesus heals a 
blind man at 
Bethsaida. 
Mk 8:22–26

TRANSFIGURATION 
Jesus is seen in glory.

Mt 17:1–13; Mk 9:2–13;  
Lk 9:28–36

Jesus sends 
out the 72. 
Lk 10:1–24

Jesus heals a 
crippled woman 
on the Sabbath. 
Lk 13:10–17

Opponents try to 
stone Jesus for 
blasphemy. 
Jn 10:22–42

Jesus dines with 
“sinners.” 
Mt 9:9–13; Mk 2:13–17;  
Lk 5:27–32

In the city of Nain, 
Jesus raises a 
widow’s son from 
the dead.
Lk 7:11–17

SERMON ON THE MOUNT  
From a hillside in Galilee, Jesus 

teaches with authority. 
Mt 5:1–7:29; Lk 6:20–49;  
11:1–13; 16:16–17

Age 30; ad 274 bc

Age 12 Passover #1

Passover #2

Passover #3

“All things are possible with God.”  
—Mark 10:27

Jesus visits 
Zacchaeus, a 
tax collector in 
Jericho.
Lk 19:1–27

A rich young ruler 
and Jesus converse 
about eternal life. 
Mt 19:16–30; Mk 10:17–31; 
Lk 18:18–30

In Jericho, Jesus heals 
Bartimaeus and 
another blind man. 
Mt 20:29–34; Mk 10:46–52;  
Lk 18:35–43

In Bethany, Mary 
anoints Jesus’ feet 
with perfume. 
Mt 26:6–13; Mk 14:3–9;  
Jn 12:1–8

The Sanhedrin 
plots to kill Jesus. 
Jn 11:45–57

Jesus dines with 
Pharisees and heals 
a man with dropsy. 
Lk 14:1–24

In Bethany, 
Jesus raises 
Lazarus from 
the dead. 
Jn 11:1–44

How Long Was Jesus’ Ministry?
One way to measure the length of  Jesus’ public ministry is by counting 
the number of  Passovers in John’s gospel. John mentions four Passovers 
(John 2:13; 5:1; 6:4; 13:1); the first one very early in Jesus’ ministry and 
the last one in Jesus’ final week in Jerusalem. (The festival in John 5:1 is 
believed to be either Passover itself  or another festival near the Passover 
season.) This means that Jesus’ ministry continued for at least three years.

Are the Gospel Stories in  
Chronological Order?

Modern biographies typically narrate the events of  a person’s life in the 
order in which they occurred, but biographies in the time of  Jesus were 
quite different. Though ancient biographers put big events into historical 
sequence, they didn’t place every activity in chronological order. Instead, 
it was more important to develop an accurate picture of  the person’s 
character. While the gospels provide us with very similar stories about 
Jesus, the order of  some events across the four gospels doesn’t always 
match up. That’s because the main purpose of  each gospel was to show 
the reader who Jesus was and what his life means for us. 

Though Bible scholars today differ about the precise sequence of  events  
in the life of  Jesus, we have tried to ensure that the material presented 
here is consistent with widely held interpretations of  the basic 
chronology in the gospels. 

Jesus calms a 
storm on the 
Sea of Galilee. 
Mt 8:23–27;  
Mk 4:35–41;  
Lk 8:22–25

Jesus casts 
demons out of a 
man and into pigs. 
Mt 8:28–34; Mk 5:1–20; 
Lk 8:26–39

(Continued on other side.)* Some early manuscripts don’t have these verses.
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An Extraordinary Life

Why, two millennia after his crucifixion, is the world still so fascinated 
with Jesus? Do a search for his name on the internet and you’ll be given 
anywhere from 330 million to 880 million links to browse. Just for fun, 
let’s consider that lower number. Who could ever read so many web 
pages? At one per minute—and skimming nonstop for sixteen hours a 
day—you’re looking at a project that would take more than 950 years!

A better plan would be to set aside a few hours to read the four New 
Testament gospels of  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Together, these 
four biographies of  Jesus give us an accurate, breathtaking portrait of  the 
most extraordinary life ever lived. They point us to the conclusion that 
Jesus is the Son of  God who came both to show us the way to God and 
to make that way possible by laying down his life on the cross.

This time line of  the life and ministry of  Jesus provides you with an 
overview of  the main events and a chronological framework as you read 
about Jesus in the gospels. 
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MINISTRY PRIMARILY IN GALILEE MINISTRY IN JUDEA & PEREA

BIRTH & CHILDHOOD EARLY MINISTRY

“Come, follow me.”  
—Matthew 4:19

“Do to others what you would have 
them do to you.” —Matthew 7:12

“You must be born again.”  
—John 3:7

“This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased.”  

—Matthew 3:17

“Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born.” —Luke 2:11

“You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
Living God.” —Matthew 16:16

 ANNUNCIATION 
The angel Gabriel tells 

Mary that she will bear a 
son through the Holy Spirit.
Lk 1:26–38

 BIRTH OF  
CHRIST  

Jesus is born in 
Bethlehem. Lk 2:1–7

At the temple, Jesus 
is recognized as the 
Messiah. 
Lk 2:21–38

Joseph, Mary, and Jesus 
flee to Egypt to escape 
King Herod. They return to 
Nazareth after Herod’s death.
Mt 2:13–23

 BAPTISM  
John the Baptist baptizes 

Jesus in the Jordan River. 
Mt 3:13–17; Mk 1:9–11; Lk 3:21–22

 FIRST MIRACLE  
Jesus turns water into 

wine at a wedding in Cana. 
Jn 2:1–12

In Jerusalem, 
Nicodemus and Jesus 
converse about the 
kingdom of God. 
Jn 3:1–21

In Cana, Jesus 
heals an official’s 
son from a 
distance. 
Jn 4:46–54

Near Bethsaida, Jesus 
feeds the 5,000 with 
just a few fish and 
loaves of bread.
Mt 14:13–21; Mk 6:30–44;  
Lk 9:10–17; Jn 6:1–15

Jesus teaches, 
“I am the 
bread of life.” 
Jn 6:22–71

Jesus feeds 
the 4,000.
Mt 15:29–39; 
Mk 8:1–10

Peter calls Jesus  
the Messiah/Christ. 
Mt 16:13–20; Mk 8:27–30;  
Lk 9:18–21

In Jerusalem, Jesus 
spares a woman 
caught in adultery. 
Jn 7:53–8:11*

Jesus visits the 
home of Martha 
and Mary in 
Bethany. 
Lk 10:38–42

Jesus heals a 
man born blind. 
Jn 9:1–41

Jesus mourns 
over Jerusalem. 
Mt 22:37–39;  
Lk 13:31–35

In Capernaum, Jesus 
heals and forgives a 
paralyzed man. 
Mt 9:1–8; Mk 2:1–12; Lk 5:17–26

Jesus heals a 
man at the pool 
of Bethesda. 
Jn 5:1–47

Jesus heals 
a centurion’s 
servant in Cana. 
Mt 8:5–13; Lk 7:1–10

Pharisees accuse 
Jesus of being in 
league with Satan. 
Mt 12:22–37; Mk 3:20–30; 
Lk 11:14–28

The angel Gabriel 
tells Joseph to take 
Mary as his wife. 
Mt 1:18–25

Shepherds visit 
Jesus lying in 
the manger.
Lk 2:8–20

Magi from the 
east visit Jesus. 
Mt 2:1–12

Jesus amazes 
teachers at the 
temple. 
Lk 2:41–52

Jesus resists Satan’s 
temptations in the 
wilderness.
Mt 4:1–11; Mk 1:12–13; 
Lk 4:1–13

Jesus cleanses 
the temple. 
Jn 2:13–25

Jesus meets the 
Samaritan woman 
at a well in Sychar. 
Jn 4:1–42

Beside the Sea of 
Galilee, Jesus calls 
his disciples. 
Mt 4:18–22; Mk 1:16–20;  
Lk 5:1–11

Jesus raises Jairus’s 
daughter and heals 
a woman who 
touches his cloak. 
Mt 9:18–26; Mk 5:21–43;  
Lk 8:40–56

Jesus walks on 
water on the 
Sea of Galilee.
Mt 14:22–36;  
Mk 6:45–56;  
Jn 6:16–21

Jesus heals 
a Canaanite 
woman’s daughter 
in the region of 
Tyre and Sidon. 
Mt 15:21–28; Mk 7:24–30

Jesus heals a 
blind man at 
Bethsaida. 
Mk 8:22–26

TRANSFIGURATION 
Jesus is seen in glory.

Mt 17:1–13; Mk 9:2–13;  
Lk 9:28–36

Jesus sends 
out the 72. 
Lk 10:1–24

Jesus heals a 
crippled woman 
on the Sabbath. 
Lk 13:10–17

Opponents try to 
stone Jesus for 
blasphemy. 
Jn 10:22–42

Jesus dines with 
“sinners.” 
Mt 9:9–13; Mk 2:13–17;  
Lk 5:27–32

In the city of Nain, 
Jesus raises a 
widow’s son from 
the dead.
Lk 7:11–17

SERMON ON THE MOUNT  
From a hillside in Galilee, Jesus 

teaches with authority. 
Mt 5:1–7:29; Lk 6:20–49;  
11:1–13; 16:16–17

Age 30; ad 274 bc

Age 12 Passover #1

Passover #2

Passover #3

“All things are possible with God.”  
—Mark 10:27

Jesus visits 
Zacchaeus, a 
tax collector in 
Jericho.
Lk 19:1–27

A rich young ruler 
and Jesus converse 
about eternal life. 
Mt 19:16–30; Mk 10:17–31; 
Lk 18:18–30

In Jericho, Jesus heals 
Bartimaeus and 
another blind man. 
Mt 20:29–34; Mk 10:46–52;  
Lk 18:35–43

In Bethany, Mary 
anoints Jesus’ feet 
with perfume. 
Mt 26:6–13; Mk 14:3–9;  
Jn 12:1–8

The Sanhedrin 
plots to kill Jesus. 
Jn 11:45–57

Jesus dines with 
Pharisees and heals 
a man with dropsy. 
Lk 14:1–24

In Bethany, 
Jesus raises 
Lazarus from 
the dead. 
Jn 11:1–44

How Long Was Jesus’ Ministry?
One way to measure the length of  Jesus’ public ministry is by counting 
the number of  Passovers in John’s gospel. John mentions four Passovers 
(John 2:13; 5:1; 6:4; 13:1); the first one very early in Jesus’ ministry and 
the last one in Jesus’ final week in Jerusalem. (The festival in John 5:1 is 
believed to be either Passover itself  or another festival near the Passover 
season.) This means that Jesus’ ministry continued for at least three years.

Are the Gospel Stories in  
Chronological Order?

Modern biographies typically narrate the events of  a person’s life in the 
order in which they occurred, but biographies in the time of  Jesus were 
quite different. Though ancient biographers put big events into historical 
sequence, they didn’t place every activity in chronological order. Instead, 
it was more important to develop an accurate picture of  the person’s 
character. While the gospels provide us with very similar stories about 
Jesus, the order of  some events across the four gospels doesn’t always 
match up. That’s because the main purpose of  each gospel was to show 
the reader who Jesus was and what his life means for us. 

Though Bible scholars today differ about the precise sequence of  events  
in the life of  Jesus, we have tried to ensure that the material presented 
here is consistent with widely held interpretations of  the basic 
chronology in the gospels. 

Jesus calms a 
storm on the 
Sea of Galilee. 
Mt 8:23–27;  
Mk 4:35–41;  
Lk 8:22–25

Jesus casts 
demons out of a 
man and into pigs. 
Mt 8:28–34; Mk 5:1–20; 
Lk 8:26–39
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let’s consider that lower number. Who could ever read so many web 
pages? At one per minute—and skimming nonstop for sixteen hours a 
day—you’re looking at a project that would take more than 950 years!

A better plan would be to set aside a few hours to read the four New 
Testament gospels of  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Together, these 
four biographies of  Jesus give us an accurate, breathtaking portrait of  the 
most extraordinary life ever lived. They point us to the conclusion that 
Jesus is the Son of  God who came both to show us the way to God and 
to make that way possible by laying down his life on the cross.

This time line of  the life and ministry of  Jesus provides you with an 
overview of  the main events and a chronological framework as you read 
about Jesus in the gospels. 
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“Come, follow me.”  
—Matthew 4:19

“Do to others what you would have 
them do to you.” —Matthew 7:12

“You must be born again.”  
—John 3:7

“This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased.”  

—Matthew 3:17

“Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born.” —Luke 2:11

“You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
Living God.” —Matthew 16:16

 ANNUNCIATION 
The angel Gabriel tells 

Mary that she will bear a 
son through the Holy Spirit.
Lk 1:26–38

 BIRTH OF  
CHRIST  

Jesus is born in 
Bethlehem. Lk 2:1–7

At the temple, Jesus 
is recognized as the 
Messiah. 
Lk 2:21–38

Joseph, Mary, and Jesus 
flee to Egypt to escape 
King Herod. They return to 
Nazareth after Herod’s death.
Mt 2:13–23

 BAPTISM  
John the Baptist baptizes 

Jesus in the Jordan River. 
Mt 3:13–17; Mk 1:9–11; Lk 3:21–22

 FIRST MIRACLE  
Jesus turns water into 

wine at a wedding in Cana. 
Jn 2:1–12

In Jerusalem, 
Nicodemus and Jesus 
converse about the 
kingdom of God. 
Jn 3:1–21

In Cana, Jesus 
heals an official’s 
son from a 
distance. 
Jn 4:46–54

Near Bethsaida, Jesus 
feeds the 5,000 with 
just a few fish and 
loaves of bread.
Mt 14:13–21; Mk 6:30–44;  
Lk 9:10–17; Jn 6:1–15

Jesus teaches, 
“I am the 
bread of life.” 
Jn 6:22–71

Jesus feeds 
the 4,000.
Mt 15:29–39; 
Mk 8:1–10

Peter calls Jesus  
the Messiah/Christ. 
Mt 16:13–20; Mk 8:27–30;  
Lk 9:18–21

In Jerusalem, Jesus 
spares a woman 
caught in adultery. 
Jn 7:53–8:11*

Jesus visits the 
home of Martha 
and Mary in 
Bethany. 
Lk 10:38–42

Jesus heals a 
man born blind. 
Jn 9:1–41

Jesus mourns 
over Jerusalem. 
Mt 22:37–39;  
Lk 13:31–35

In Capernaum, Jesus 
heals and forgives a 
paralyzed man. 
Mt 9:1–8; Mk 2:1–12; Lk 5:17–26

Jesus heals a 
man at the pool 
of Bethesda. 
Jn 5:1–47

Jesus heals 
a centurion’s 
servant in Cana. 
Mt 8:5–13; Lk 7:1–10

Pharisees accuse 
Jesus of being in 
league with Satan. 
Mt 12:22–37; Mk 3:20–30; 
Lk 11:14–28

The angel Gabriel 
tells Joseph to take 
Mary as his wife. 
Mt 1:18–25

Shepherds visit 
Jesus lying in 
the manger.
Lk 2:8–20

Magi from the 
east visit Jesus. 
Mt 2:1–12

Jesus amazes 
teachers at the 
temple. 
Lk 2:41–52

Jesus resists Satan’s 
temptations in the 
wilderness.
Mt 4:1–11; Mk 1:12–13; 
Lk 4:1–13

Jesus cleanses 
the temple. 
Jn 2:13–25

Jesus meets the 
Samaritan woman 
at a well in Sychar. 
Jn 4:1–42

Beside the Sea of 
Galilee, Jesus calls 
his disciples. 
Mt 4:18–22; Mk 1:16–20;  
Lk 5:1–11

Jesus raises Jairus’s 
daughter and heals 
a woman who 
touches his cloak. 
Mt 9:18–26; Mk 5:21–43;  
Lk 8:40–56

Jesus walks on 
water on the 
Sea of Galilee.
Mt 14:22–36;  
Mk 6:45–56;  
Jn 6:16–21

Jesus heals 
a Canaanite 
woman’s daughter 
in the region of 
Tyre and Sidon. 
Mt 15:21–28; Mk 7:24–30

Jesus heals a 
blind man at 
Bethsaida. 
Mk 8:22–26

TRANSFIGURATION 
Jesus is seen in glory.

Mt 17:1–13; Mk 9:2–13;  
Lk 9:28–36

Jesus sends 
out the 72. 
Lk 10:1–24

Jesus heals a 
crippled woman 
on the Sabbath. 
Lk 13:10–17

Opponents try to 
stone Jesus for 
blasphemy. 
Jn 10:22–42

Jesus dines with 
“sinners.” 
Mt 9:9–13; Mk 2:13–17;  
Lk 5:27–32

In the city of Nain, 
Jesus raises a 
widow’s son from 
the dead.
Lk 7:11–17

SERMON ON THE MOUNT  
From a hillside in Galilee, Jesus 

teaches with authority. 
Mt 5:1–7:29; Lk 6:20–49;  
11:1–13; 16:16–17

Age 30; ad 274 bc

Age 12 Passover #1

Passover #2

Passover #3

“All things are possible with God.”  
—Mark 10:27

Jesus visits 
Zacchaeus, a 
tax collector in 
Jericho.
Lk 19:1–27

A rich young ruler 
and Jesus converse 
about eternal life. 
Mt 19:16–30; Mk 10:17–31; 
Lk 18:18–30

In Jericho, Jesus heals 
Bartimaeus and 
another blind man. 
Mt 20:29–34; Mk 10:46–52;  
Lk 18:35–43

In Bethany, Mary 
anoints Jesus’ feet 
with perfume. 
Mt 26:6–13; Mk 14:3–9;  
Jn 12:1–8

The Sanhedrin 
plots to kill Jesus. 
Jn 11:45–57

Jesus dines with 
Pharisees and heals 
a man with dropsy. 
Lk 14:1–24

In Bethany, 
Jesus raises 
Lazarus from 
the dead. 
Jn 11:1–44

How Long Was Jesus’ Ministry?
One way to measure the length of  Jesus’ public ministry is by counting 
the number of  Passovers in John’s gospel. John mentions four Passovers 
(John 2:13; 5:1; 6:4; 13:1); the first one very early in Jesus’ ministry and 
the last one in Jesus’ final week in Jerusalem. (The festival in John 5:1 is 
believed to be either Passover itself  or another festival near the Passover 
season.) This means that Jesus’ ministry continued for at least three years.

Are the Gospel Stories in  
Chronological Order?

Modern biographies typically narrate the events of  a person’s life in the 
order in which they occurred, but biographies in the time of  Jesus were 
quite different. Though ancient biographers put big events into historical 
sequence, they didn’t place every activity in chronological order. Instead, 
it was more important to develop an accurate picture of  the person’s 
character. While the gospels provide us with very similar stories about 
Jesus, the order of  some events across the four gospels doesn’t always 
match up. That’s because the main purpose of  each gospel was to show 
the reader who Jesus was and what his life means for us. 

Though Bible scholars today differ about the precise sequence of  events  
in the life of  Jesus, we have tried to ensure that the material presented 
here is consistent with widely held interpretations of  the basic 
chronology in the gospels. 

Jesus calms a 
storm on the 
Sea of Galilee. 
Mt 8:23–27;  
Mk 4:35–41;  
Lk 8:22–25

Jesus casts 
demons out of a 
man and into pigs. 
Mt 8:28–34; Mk 5:1–20; 
Lk 8:26–39
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An Extraordinary Life

Why, two millennia after his crucifixion, is the world still so fascinated 
with Jesus? Do a search for his name on the internet and you’ll be given 
anywhere from 330 million to 880 million links to browse. Just for fun, 
let’s consider that lower number. Who could ever read so many web 
pages? At one per minute—and skimming nonstop for sixteen hours a 
day—you’re looking at a project that would take more than 950 years!

A better plan would be to set aside a few hours to read the four New 
Testament gospels of  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Together, these 
four biographies of  Jesus give us an accurate, breathtaking portrait of  the 
most extraordinary life ever lived. They point us to the conclusion that 
Jesus is the Son of  God who came both to show us the way to God and 
to make that way possible by laying down his life on the cross.

This time line of  the life and ministry of  Jesus provides you with an 
overview of  the main events and a chronological framework as you read 
about Jesus in the gospels. 
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“Come, follow me.”  
—Matthew 4:19

“Do to others what you would have 
them do to you.” —Matthew 7:12

“You must be born again.”  
—John 3:7

“This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased.”  

—Matthew 3:17

“Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born.” —Luke 2:11

“You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
Living God.” —Matthew 16:16

 ANNUNCIATION 
The angel Gabriel tells 

Mary that she will bear a 
son through the Holy Spirit.
Lk 1:26–38

 BIRTH OF  
CHRIST  

Jesus is born in 
Bethlehem. Lk 2:1–7

At the temple, Jesus 
is recognized as the 
Messiah. 
Lk 2:21–38

Joseph, Mary, and Jesus 
flee to Egypt to escape 
King Herod. They return to 
Nazareth after Herod’s death.
Mt 2:13–23

 BAPTISM  
John the Baptist baptizes 

Jesus in the Jordan River. 
Mt 3:13–17; Mk 1:9–11; Lk 3:21–22

 FIRST MIRACLE  
Jesus turns water into 

wine at a wedding in Cana. 
Jn 2:1–12

In Jerusalem, 
Nicodemus and Jesus 
converse about the 
kingdom of God. 
Jn 3:1–21

In Cana, Jesus 
heals an official’s 
son from a 
distance. 
Jn 4:46–54

Near Bethsaida, Jesus 
feeds the 5,000 with 
just a few fish and 
loaves of bread.
Mt 14:13–21; Mk 6:30–44;  
Lk 9:10–17; Jn 6:1–15

Jesus teaches, 
“I am the 
bread of life.” 
Jn 6:22–71

Jesus feeds 
the 4,000.
Mt 15:29–39; 
Mk 8:1–10

Peter calls Jesus  
the Messiah/Christ. 
Mt 16:13–20; Mk 8:27–30;  
Lk 9:18–21

In Jerusalem, Jesus 
spares a woman 
caught in adultery. 
Jn 7:53–8:11*

Jesus visits the 
home of Martha 
and Mary in 
Bethany. 
Lk 10:38–42

Jesus heals a 
man born blind. 
Jn 9:1–41

Jesus mourns 
over Jerusalem. 
Mt 22:37–39;  
Lk 13:31–35

In Capernaum, Jesus 
heals and forgives a 
paralyzed man. 
Mt 9:1–8; Mk 2:1–12; Lk 5:17–26

Jesus heals a 
man at the pool 
of Bethesda. 
Jn 5:1–47

Jesus heals 
a centurion’s 
servant in Cana. 
Mt 8:5–13; Lk 7:1–10

Pharisees accuse 
Jesus of being in 
league with Satan. 
Mt 12:22–37; Mk 3:20–30; 
Lk 11:14–28

The angel Gabriel 
tells Joseph to take 
Mary as his wife. 
Mt 1:18–25

Shepherds visit 
Jesus lying in 
the manger.
Lk 2:8–20

Magi from the 
east visit Jesus. 
Mt 2:1–12

Jesus amazes 
teachers at the 
temple. 
Lk 2:41–52

Jesus resists Satan’s 
temptations in the 
wilderness.
Mt 4:1–11; Mk 1:12–13; 
Lk 4:1–13

Jesus cleanses 
the temple. 
Jn 2:13–25

Jesus meets the 
Samaritan woman 
at a well in Sychar. 
Jn 4:1–42

Beside the Sea of 
Galilee, Jesus calls 
his disciples. 
Mt 4:18–22; Mk 1:16–20;  
Lk 5:1–11

Jesus raises Jairus’s 
daughter and heals 
a woman who 
touches his cloak. 
Mt 9:18–26; Mk 5:21–43;  
Lk 8:40–56

Jesus walks on 
water on the 
Sea of Galilee.
Mt 14:22–36;  
Mk 6:45–56;  
Jn 6:16–21

Jesus heals 
a Canaanite 
woman’s daughter 
in the region of 
Tyre and Sidon. 
Mt 15:21–28; Mk 7:24–30

Jesus heals a 
blind man at 
Bethsaida. 
Mk 8:22–26

TRANSFIGURATION 
Jesus is seen in glory.

Mt 17:1–13; Mk 9:2–13;  
Lk 9:28–36

Jesus sends 
out the 72. 
Lk 10:1–24

Jesus heals a 
crippled woman 
on the Sabbath. 
Lk 13:10–17

Opponents try to 
stone Jesus for 
blasphemy. 
Jn 10:22–42

Jesus dines with 
“sinners.” 
Mt 9:9–13; Mk 2:13–17;  
Lk 5:27–32

In the city of Nain, 
Jesus raises a 
widow’s son from 
the dead.
Lk 7:11–17

SERMON ON THE MOUNT  
From a hillside in Galilee, Jesus 

teaches with authority. 
Mt 5:1–7:29; Lk 6:20–49;  
11:1–13; 16:16–17

Age 30; ad 274 bc

Age 12 Passover #1

Passover #2

Passover #3

“All things are possible with God.”  
—Mark 10:27

Jesus visits 
Zacchaeus, a 
tax collector in 
Jericho.
Lk 19:1–27

A rich young ruler 
and Jesus converse 
about eternal life. 
Mt 19:16–30; Mk 10:17–31; 
Lk 18:18–30

In Jericho, Jesus heals 
Bartimaeus and 
another blind man. 
Mt 20:29–34; Mk 10:46–52;  
Lk 18:35–43

In Bethany, Mary 
anoints Jesus’ feet 
with perfume. 
Mt 26:6–13; Mk 14:3–9;  
Jn 12:1–8

The Sanhedrin 
plots to kill Jesus. 
Jn 11:45–57

Jesus dines with 
Pharisees and heals 
a man with dropsy. 
Lk 14:1–24

In Bethany, 
Jesus raises 
Lazarus from 
the dead. 
Jn 11:1–44

How Long Was Jesus’ Ministry?
One way to measure the length of  Jesus’ public ministry is by counting 
the number of  Passovers in John’s gospel. John mentions four Passovers 
(John 2:13; 5:1; 6:4; 13:1); the first one very early in Jesus’ ministry and 
the last one in Jesus’ final week in Jerusalem. (The festival in John 5:1 is 
believed to be either Passover itself  or another festival near the Passover 
season.) This means that Jesus’ ministry continued for at least three years.

Are the Gospel Stories in  
Chronological Order?

Modern biographies typically narrate the events of  a person’s life in the 
order in which they occurred, but biographies in the time of  Jesus were 
quite different. Though ancient biographers put big events into historical 
sequence, they didn’t place every activity in chronological order. Instead, 
it was more important to develop an accurate picture of  the person’s 
character. While the gospels provide us with very similar stories about 
Jesus, the order of  some events across the four gospels doesn’t always 
match up. That’s because the main purpose of  each gospel was to show 
the reader who Jesus was and what his life means for us. 

Though Bible scholars today differ about the precise sequence of  events  
in the life of  Jesus, we have tried to ensure that the material presented 
here is consistent with widely held interpretations of  the basic 
chronology in the gospels. 

Jesus calms a 
storm on the 
Sea of Galilee. 
Mt 8:23–27;  
Mk 4:35–41;  
Lk 8:22–25

Jesus casts 
demons out of a 
man and into pigs. 
Mt 8:28–34; Mk 5:1–20; 
Lk 8:26–39

(Continued on other side.)* Some early manuscripts don’t have these verses.
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