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ASSYRIAN EMPIRE

  Ashurnasirpal II 883-859   Shalmaneser III 858-824

  Shamsi-Adad V 823-811

  Adad-Nirari III 810-783

  Shalmaneser IV 783-773

  Ashurdan III 772-755

  Ashur-Nirari V 754-745

  Tiglath-Pileser III 744-727

  Shalmaneser V 726-722

  Sargon II (722-705) takes Samaria, exiles people to Assyria 722

  Sennacherib 704-681
  Esarhaddon 680-669

  Asshurbanipal 668-627

  Nabopolassar I 625-605 NEO-BABYLONIAN EMPIRE
  Nebuchadnezzar II 604-562

PERSIAN EMPIRE
  Cyrus the Great 559-530

  Cambyses 529-522

  Darius I 522-486

  Xerxes I (Ahasuerus)
485-465

  Artaxerxes I 464-424
  Darius II 423-405

  Gauls sack Rome 390

  Artaxerxes
III 358-337

ALEXANDRIAN
EMPIRE

  Alexander the Great 336-323

  Ptolemy I 323-285

  Alexandrian Empire divided; Ptolemy rules Egypt, Seleucus rules
Persia and Syria, Antigonus rules Macedonia and Greece 323

  Seleucus I 312-280

  Ptolemy II 285-246
PTOLEMIES OF EGYPT

  Antiochus I 280-261

  Antiochus II 261-247
  Ptolemy III 246-221

  Ptolemy IV 221-203
  Antiochus III the Great 223-187

  Egypt independent from Persia 405-342

  Artaxerxes II 404-359

SELEUCIDS OF SYRIA

  Seleucus IV Philopator 187-175
  Antiochus IV Epiphanes 175-163

  Antiochus V Eupator 163-162
  Demetrius I Soter 162-150

  Antiochus VI 145-142

  Alexander Balas 150-145
  Demetrius II 145-140

  Antiochus VII Sidetes 138-129
  Demetrius III 129-125

  Antiochus VIII Grypus 125-96

175-163175-163   Antiochus IX Cyzicanus 116-95   Caesar Augustus (Octavian), first Roman Emperor 27 BC-AD 14
  Emperor Tiberius 14-37

  Emperor Caligula 37-41

  Emperor Claudius 41-54

  Gallio, proconsul of Achaia 51-52

  Emperor Nero 54-68
  Emperor Vespasian 69-79

  Emperor Titus 79-81
  Emperor Domitian 81-96 demands title “Lord and God”

Emperor Nerva 96-98
Emperor Trajan 98-117  Old Kingdom Pyramids built c. 2700-2200

  Middle Kingdom (11th-12th Dynasties) in Egypt; strong Pharaohs encourage farming; international trade, literature, art, and architecture flourish c. 2050-1800
  Second Intermediate Period (13th-17th Dynasties) begins c. 1800-1570

  Hyksos rule Egypt c. 1730

  Hyksos expelled from Egypt 1570

  18th Dynasty begins in Egypt 1570
Ahmose 1570-1545

  Amenhotep 1545-1529

  Thutmose 1529-1517

  Thutmose II 1517-1504

  Thutmose III 1504-1453

  Queen Hatshepshut 1504-1483

  Amenhotep II (possible pharaoh during the
Exodus, high date) 1453-1426

  Thutmose IV 1426-1416

  Amenhotep III 1416-1377

  Amenhotep IV (Ikhaton) 1377-1360

  Tutankhamen (“King Tut”) 1360-1350

  Ay 1350-1347

  Horemhab 1347-1318

  19th Dynasty begins in Egypt 1318

  Rameses I 1318-1317

  Seti I 1317-1304

  Rameses II (possible pharaoh during the Exodus, low date) 1304-1237   Shishak I 945-924

ROMAN EMPIRE

  Rome burns, Nero blames and persecutes Christians 64-68

  Claudius conquers Britain for Rome 43

  Flavius Josephus, Jewish historian  37-100

  Ptolemy V 203-181
  Emperors Galba, Otho, Vitellius 68-69

EGYPT

EGYPTIAN DYNASTIES AND PHARAOHS

 Earliest forms of writing c. 3200  First ziggurats built by Ur-Nammu c. 2112-2095

Middle Eastern
Rulers and Empires

  Jeroboam I 931-910

 Nadab 910-909
 Zimri 885
 Tibni 885-880

 Baasha 909-886

 Omri 885-874

 Elah 886-885

 Ahab 874-853

 Ahaziah 853-852

 Joram (Jehoram) 852-841
 Jehu 841-814

 Jehoahaz 814-798
 Jehoash 798-782  Menahem 752-742

 Pekah 752-732 Jeroboam II 793-753

 Zechariah 753

 Shallum 752

 Queen Athaliah 841-835

 Joash 835-796

 Ahaziah 841

 King Solomon reigns c. 971-931

 Jehoshaphat 873-848
Jehoram (Joram) 853-841  Amaziah 796-767

 Uzziah (Azariah) 792-740
 Jotham 750-732  Hezekiah 716-687

 Pekahiah 742-740

 Hoshea
732-722

 Rehoboam I 931-913  Abijah 913-911

 Asa 911-870
 Ahaz (Jehoahaz) 735-716  Manasseh 697-643

 Amon 643-641
 Josiah 641-609  Jehoiakim (Eliakim) 609Kings of Judah 

(Southern)

Kings of Israel 
(Northern)

  King Saul reigns c. 1051-1011  King David reigns c. 1011-971
 Jehoahaz (Shallum) 609

598-597  Jehoiachin
597-586  Zedekiah

  The Hittites, Indo-European tribes from Asia Minor, form a single kingdom  2000-1200

  Babylonians use geometry in astronomic measurements; identify signs of the zodiac  c. 2000

  Four basic elements identified in India: earth, air, fire, and water  c. 2000

  Beginning of Semitic alphabet 2000

  Indoor bathroom plumbing first used in Crete 2000

  Stonehenge, England, is center of religious worship 2000

  Oldest form of novel written in Egypt 1991
  Mortuary temple (“labyrinth”) built by

Amenemhet III in Egypt c. 1870

  Hammurapi (Hammurabi) reigns in
Babylon 1792-1750

  First Chinese dictionary contains
40,000 characters 1717

  Hittites sack Babylon 1595

  Primitive Greek alphabet c. 1500

  Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages  c. 1500

  Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries c. 1500

  Leprosy in India and Egypt  c. 1500

  Founding of the city of Corinth  c. 1500

  The “Book of the Dead,” 18th Egyptian dynasty religious documents c. 1550

  Shang dynasty in China c. 1450-1027

  Merneptah 1237-1227

  Pharaoh Merneptah’s victory stele mentions Israel for the first time in non-biblical history 1230

  Iron Age begins c. 1200

  Olmec culture in Mexico marked by massive basalt sculptures c. 1200

  Trojan War begins c.1190

  Conquest of Troy (traditional date in Greek literature) 1184

  Egypt’s power begins to decline c. 1164

  Chou Dynasty begins in China c. 1150-256

  Tiglath-Pileser I rules Assyria 1114-1076

Beginning of Hebrew literature: Song of Deborah
Era of classic paganism in Greece
Caste system develops in India; pantheistic religion teaches identity of self, reincarnation
Professional musicians sing and play at religious ceremonies in Israel

  The Philistines bring the ability to smelt iron when they enter Canaan 1050

  Refrigeration developed: Chinese use block ice cut in winter and stored 1000

  Mayan Dynasties founded in Central America c. 1000
  Tribe of Latins settles for the first time near the Tiber River, Italy 1000

  Hyram, King of Tyre c. 978-944 

  City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel 879

  King Mesha drives the Israelites out of Moab c. 850

  Assyria forces Israel to pay tribute 841

  Greek script develops based on Phoenician 825–775

  Homer writes oral legends to the Trojan War and its aftermath in “Iliad” and “Odyssey” 800

Metal sculpture, carving, carpet weaving, embroidery flourishing

Musical notation and hymns written

  Olive tree introduced to Italy by the Greeks 600

  “Fables” of Aesop, a former Phrygian slave, appear c. 600
  Pythagoras, philosopher and mathematician 581-497

  Nebuchadnezzar builds the Hanging Gardens, one of the seven ancient wonders of the world (Babylon) 575
  Gautama Buddha, founder of Buddhism (India) 563-483

  Kung Fu-tse (Confucius), Chinese philosopher 551-479
  Temple of Artemis begun at Ephesus; one of the seven wonders of the ancient world 550

  Darius (Gubaru) the Mede rules in Babylon 539

  Egypt ruled by the Persians 525-405

  Roman Republic established 509

Aramaic language begins to replace Old
Hebrew in Palestine

  Indian surgeon Susrata performs
cataract operations 500

  First recorded Olympic games 776

  Eclipse of the sun visible in Mesopotamia on June 15; mentioned in Assyrian texts 763
  Traditional date for the founding of Rome 753

  Beginning of collection of “Sayings of Solomon” 725

  Indian Vedas completed (collection of religious, philosophical, and educational writings)

  Greek worship of Apollo and Dionysius (later named Bacchus)

  Assyria rules Egypt 671-652   Building begins on the Acropolis in Athens c. 650

  Draco establishes Greeks’ first written laws, famous for their “draconian” severity 621

  Lao-tse, Chinese philosopher 604-531

  Babylonian lunar year has 354 days divided into 12 months alternating between 29 and 30 days c. 600
  Persian prophet Zoroaster teaches that the world is a battleground between good and evil 600 

  Pericles 500-429

  Sophocles, Greek dramatist  496–406

  Herodotus, historian
485–424

  Socrates
470–399

  Outnumbered Greeks
hold off the Persians
at Thermopylae
for three days,
then defeat them
at Salamis 480

  The Parthenon (temple to Athena) built in Athens 447–432

  Sophocles writes “Antigone” 443

  Euripides writes “Medea”

  Peloponnesian war between Athens and Sparta 431-404

  Plato 427–347

  Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher 415

  Diogenes, Greek philosopher 411–323

  The Midrash (Jewish commentaries
on Hebrew scriptures) begins to
develop 400

  Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens) 387
  Aristotle, Greek philosopher, student of Plato, teaches Alexander the Great 384–322

  Etruscan actors present first theatrical performance in Rome 365
  Persia regains control of Egypt 342-332
  Epicurius born 340
  Aristotle forms beginnings of musical theory 340

  Alexander the Great conquers Egypt and Palestine, Hellenization begins 332
  Aristotle teaches at Athens 335

Zeno, Phoenician philosopher, begins the Stoic school of philosophy in Athens 312
  Museum and library of Alexandria formed 307

  Rome becomes a major world power in the western Mediterranean 300

  Archimedes, Greek mathematician and scientist 287–212
  Eratosthenes proposes that the earth moves around the sun 276–194
  Completion of lighthouse at Pharos, Alexandria 275
  The first Syro-Egyptian war begins 274
  Hinduism codified in India 274

  Rome’s first Punic war against Carthage; Romans control Italy 264–241
  First competitions of gladiators in Rome 264

  The second Syro-Egyptian war begins 260  The second Syro-Egyptian war begins   The second Syro-Egyptian war begins 
 Septuagint (Scriptures translated into Greek in Alexandria) c. 255

  The fourth Syro-Egyptian war begins 255
  Parchment made at Pergamum 250
  First Roman prison erected 250

  Second Punic war; Hannibal in Italy 219-201
  Great Wall of China built to keep out invaders  215
  Rome’s first Macedonian war  215–205

  Rome drives Carthaginians out of Spain 206
  The fifth Syro-Egyptian war begins, Carthage surrenders to Rome 201
  Rome’s second Macedonian war  200–196

  First stone bridge built in Rome 179

  Rome’s third Macedonian war  171–168
  Earliest paved streets in Rome c. 170

  Leap year appears in
Egyptian calendar 239

  The Syrian Seleucids begin to rule Palestine; Jewish priests on
good terms with the Seleucids 198
  Rosetta Stone Tribute to Ptolemy V  196

  The Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV tries to force Jews to
abandon their law, desecrates the temple 175-163

  The Venus of Milo sculpture c.140

Jonathan, brother of Judas Maccabeus continues revolt 160-143

  The first “Book of Maccabees” in Hebrew  c. 150
  Hasmoneans take control of the priesthood 152

  Rome’s fourth Macedonian war 150–148
Rome’s third Punic war against Carthage, ending in the
destruction of Carthage; Romans control Greece 149–146

  Simon, brother of Judas Maccabeus, governs Judea 142-135

  Emperor Wu Ti founds state religion of Confucianism (China) 136
  John Hyrcanus I, high priest in Judea 134-104

  John Hyrcanus I becomes ruler of Judea 129
  Hyrcanus repudiates the Pharisees and declares

himself a Sadducee 120
  Pharisees and Sadducees gain importance in Judea c. 112

  Virgil, Roman poet 70–19

  Cicero born 106
  Aristobulus I declares himself ruler of Judea 104-103
  Alexander Jannaeus succeeds Aristobulus as king 103-76

  Julius Caesar born 100
  Ships from China reach India for the first time 100

  Rome’s first Mithridatic war against Pontus 88–84
  Rome’s second Mithridatic war 83–81

  Oldest existing amphitheatre built at Pompeii 82
  Alexander Polyhistor writes history of the Jews 82

  Sulla dictator of Rome 82-79

  Salome Alexander 76-67

  Rome’s third Mithridatic war 75-63
  Spartacus leads slave revolt 73–71

  Horace, Roman poet, 65–8
  Pompey conquers Jerusalem for Rome 63
  Hyrcanus II, high priest 63-40

  Julius Caesar conquers Gaul (58) and Britain 54
  Cleopatra VII rules Egypt 51-31

  Julius Caesar crosses the Rubicon 49
  Pompey slain in Egypt 47
  Library of Alexandria destroyed by fire; volumes of ancient literature lost forever 47
  Julius Caesar named dictator of Rome 46

  Julius Caesar assassinated by Brutus and Cassius 44
  The second Triumvirate at Rome (Anthony, Lepidus, and Octavian ) 43
  Ovid, Roman poet, 43–18
  Battle of Philippi: Octavian and Marc Antony defeat Brutus and Cassius 42

  Herod the Great appointed king of Judea 37 BC-AD 4

  Battle of Actium, Rome controls Egypt 31

  Hillel and Shammai are the leading rabbis in Judea 30 BC-AD  10
  Octavian takes the title of Caesar Augustus 21
  Philo of Alexandria 20 BC-AD 50

  King Herod the Great dies 4

  Battle of Qarqar—Israel and Syria clash with Assyria 853

  Law Code of Hammurapi  1750

  Hittite Empire ends c. 1200

  Thutmose I builds first tomb in Valley of the Kings 1526-1512

  Parisi tribe founds small fishing village on an island in the Seine River
(beginnings of the city of Paris) 300

  The city of Ur falls c. 2004

  Aristobulus II 67-63

  Caligula becomes Roman emperor, declares himself a god 37

  Caligula assassinated, succeeded by Claudius 41

  London founded 43

  Romans invade Britain 43

  Han dynasty in China founded by Emperor Kuang Wu Ti 49

  Claudius poisoned by his wife, succeeded by Nero 54

  Nero commits suicide 68

 Trajan rules as emperor.
Under him, the Roman Empire reaches its
greatest geographical extent spreading to

Mesopotamia, Arabia, and Balkans 98–117

  Julian calendar of 365.25 days put in use; leap year introduced 46

  Hasmonian dynasty (Jewish self-rule) 164-63   Writings of apostolic fathers (early church leaders) Barnabas,
Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp 85–150

  Jewish revolt against Romans; Jerusalem captured and destroyed 70
Titus orders destruction of Jerusalem. Of the Temple Mount, only one wall (known today
as the “Western Wall”) remained. Jews and Christians flee to all parts of the empire.

World 
History
(Purple)

The Parthenon 
was built 450-
330 BC on the 
Acropolis in 
Athens. 

  Abraham c. 2166-1991 
Some scholars place Abraham’s birth at 1952 BC. In this case, biblical events through Joseph would slide 214 years later.

  Sarai (later called Sarah) 2156-2029

  Abram and Sarai are married; but are unable to have children 2121

  Abrahamic Covenant: The Lord calls Abram and Sarai to go into Canaan
  Abram and Sarai go to Egypt to avoid a famine 2089

  Sarai’s Egyptian maid Hagar gives birth to Abram’s first son, Ishmael 2080

  Ishmael c. 2080-1943

  God confirms his covenant with Abram, changes his name to Abraham (“father of a multitude”) 2067

  Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed 2067

  Isaac, son of Abraham and Sarah c. 2066-1886

  Isaac marries Rebecca 2026

  Jacob and Esau are born to Isaac and Rebecca 2005

  Jacob (Israel) c. 2005-1859

  Abraham marries Keturah who bears him six more sons 2015

  Esau sells birthright to Jacob 1929

  Jacob flees to Haran 1929

  Jacob works for his uncle Laban for 7 years to obtain Rachel as his wife 1928-1921

  Laban tricks Jacob into marrying Rachel’s older sister, Leah. A week later Jacob marries Rachel and agrees to work another 7 years. 1921

  Jacob and Leah have six sons (Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun) and one daughter, Dinah 1921-1914

  Joseph, son of Jacob and Rachel c. 1914-1805

  Jacob wrestles with an angel. God changes his name to Israel. Benjamin is born to Jacob and Rachel. 1908

  Joseph, age 17, is his father’s favorite. Joseph’s brothers are jealous and sell him into slavery in Egypt. 1897

  Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dreams correctly and foretells 7 years of plenty followed by 7 years of famine.
Pharaoh makes Joseph a high official in Egypt. 1884

  Jacob and his family enter Egypt to escape famine and be reunited with Joseph c. 1875
       Sons of Jacob (Israel)—Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin
       Grandsons (sons of Joseph)—Manasseh, Ephraim

  Jacob dies in Egypt at age 147 1859

  Joseph dies in Egypt at age 110 1805

  The people of Israel in Egypt, part of that time in slavery c. 1875-1446

  Hebrew slavery
begins c. 1730

  Hebrew midwives ordered to destroy all Hebrew male children c. 1548

  All newborn Hebrew males are to be cast into the Nile c. 1528

  Aaron c. 1529-1407

  Moses c. 1526-1406

  Moses flees to the land of Midian 1486
  Joshua 1501-1391

  The Ten Plagues 1446

  The Israelites eat their first Passover meal and depart Egypt the following day 1446

  Parting of the Red Sea

 God gives Moses the Ten Commandments 1445
God tells Moses to write down the Law and covenants

  Tabernacle built 1445   Moses appoints Joshua as leader; death of Moses at age 120 1406

  The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab
helps spies. The Israelite males are circumcised, and the people
celebrate the Passover for the first time since the Exodus. 1405

  Conquest of Canaan completed 1400

  Era of the judges begins c. 1382-1051

  Othniel becomes judge 1382

  Ruth c. 1290

  “Low date” for the Exodus c. 1290
Some scholars date the Exodus at 1290. For a “low date” Exodus, the dates of the
Passover, wilderness wandering events, and the beginning date for the era of the
judges would slide 156 years later, compressing the dates of the judges.

  Abimelech usurps power in Israel 1177   Eli becomes priest in Shiloh c. 1100-1060
  The Philistines expand into the heart of Israel 1067

  Samuel, judge & prophet of Israel c. 1060-1020

  Saul is the king of Israel 1051-1011

  David is born 1041

  Priesthood of Abiathar 1027-972

  King Saul wins numerous victories over the Philistines and brings
prosperity to the Israelites 1026-1023

  Samuel secretly anoints David as King Saul’s successor 1023

  David kills Goliath 1022
  David and Jonathan become close friends

  King Saul turns against David and tries to kill him 1019

  Samuel dies 1013

  At Gilboa, the Philistines rout the Israelites, King Saul commits
suicide, Jonathan is slain 1011

  King David reigns 40 years, first over Judah, then over all Israel 1011-971

  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 1005

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 1003

  Solomon is born to King David and Bathsheba 996

  Nathan prophesies 991-960

  King David dies at the
age of about 69 971

  Solomon ascends the throne and
reigns 40 years 971-931

  King Solomon requests a wise and
discerning heart 971

  King Solomon begins
to build the Temple in
Jerusalem 966

  King Solomon’s
Temple
completed 960

  King Solomon
brings the Ark of
the Covenant to
the Temple 959

  King Solomon expands his territory, increases his wealth and marries many foreign women 941

  Rehoboam I becomes king of Israel and Judah 931

  Jeroboam I rebels; sets up a rival kingdom in the north 931

  Almost all of the territory conquered by King David is lost 927-917

  Israel’s King Ahab marries Phoenician princess Jezebel, a devoted worshipper of the Canaanite god Baal 870

  Elijah prophesies c. 870-845

  King Ahab builds a temple for Baal in Samaria; kills many prophets of God. 869

  Prophet Elijah challenges all the prophets of Baal to a contest on Mt. Carmel 866

  Ahaziah becomes king of Israel 853

  Jehoram becomes king of Judah (co-regent with Jehoshaphat from 853-848); he marries King Ahab’s daughter  853

  Joram (Jehoram) becomes king of Israel; during his reign, King Mesha of Moab rebels against Israel 852

  Elijah chooses Elisha as his successor 865

  Elijah is taken to heaven in a chariot of fire 845

  Elisha c. 845-800

  Syria dominates Israel 841-807

  Joash becomes king of Judah at age seven 835

  Elisha heals the leprosy of Naaman, commander of the army of Syria 832

  The temple of Baal in Jerusalem is destroyed 823

  Elisha prophesies Israel’s victory
over Syria and dies the following
year 801

  Uzziah becomes co-regent of Judah with Amaziah from 792-767

 Jonah begins his ministry 781

 Amos prophesies c. 765-754

 Hosea prophesies c. 758-725
 Micah prophesies c. 738-698

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from
other regions; they come to be called “Samaritans”.  722

  King Hezekiah revolts against Assyria and expands kingdom of Judah c. 705

  Jeremiah is born 650

 Nahum prophesies c. 658-615

 Zephaniah prophesies c. 640-626

 Jeremiah prophesies 627-582

  King Josiah institutes a restoration of the Law of Moses 622

  Nineveh, capital of Assyria, falls to Babylonians and Medes 612

  Egypt briefly takes control of Palestine 609

  Jeremiah predicts the destruction of the Temple 609

  Babylonians invade Judah 605
       Some Jews taken to Babylon

 Ezekiel, a prophet and a priest in Babylon, sees his first vision 593

 Obadiah prophesies c. 590

  Ezekiel predicts the fall of Jerusalem. 588

  King Nebuchadnezzar burns the Temple and every
substantial building in Jerusalem. More Jews are
deported to Babylon. 586

An anthology of poetic lamentations (Book of Lamentations) over Jerusalem is collected 585

  Jeremiah dies (exact date and circumstances are unknown)

  Ezekiel, after 25 years in exile, sees an elaborate vision of the Jerusalem
Temple restored and the nation of Israel reunited 573

  Zerubbabel and Joshua lead a small party of Jewish repatriates back to Palestine 538

 Zechariah prophesies c. 522-509

 Haggai prophesies c. 520

  Construction of the Temple is completed 516

  Esther becomes
queen of Persia and
later saves the Jews
of the empire from
extermination 478

  The Feast
of Purim
started
473

 Joel prophesies c. 450

  Ezra reads the Torah publicly in Jerusalem, and the people promise to
obey it. Judah becomes a theocracy led by a high priest. 444

  Nehemiah takes a small contingent of Jews back to Palestine 444

  Alexander the Great conquers Palestine as most cities and
regions surrender to him peacefully 332

  After Alexander’s death, Palestine is ruled by
Ptolemy, governor of Egypt 323-200

  The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly. 225

  The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews 200

  Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) bans obedience to the Jewish
Law. He devotes the Temple in Jerusalem to Olympian Zeus
and burns copies of the Torah 167

  The Maccabean Revolt 167-142

  Judas Maccabeus leads a revolt and his forces recapture the Temple and
begin to purify it for rededication. When it is rededicated exactly three years
after it was desecrated, the feast of Hanukkah is established. 164

  Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) dies 164
  The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis 154

  John Hyrcanus becomes high priest in Jerusalem 135
  Rome begins to expand her empire eastward 133

  The Pharisees begin to emerge as a sect 130
  Herod captures Jerusalem 37

  Herod begins to rebuild the Jerusalem Temple 20

  John the Baptist born 7-5 BC  John the Baptist born  John the Baptist born
  Jesus born in Bethlehem c. 6-4 BC
  Herod Archelaus rules Judea 4 BC–AD 6

  First year in Christian calendar (AD=Anno Domini, the year of the Lord) 1

  King Herod Antipas rules Galilee 4 BC–AD 39

  Judea becomes a Roman province; ruled by a governor 6-41, 44-46
  Jesus amazes teachers in the Temple c. AD 7

  Jesus baptized, ministry begins c. 26
  John the Baptist begins ministry c. 26

  Pontius Pilate, Governor of Judea 26-36

  John the Baptist arrested and killed by Herod Antipas 29

  Crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ c. 27-30
  Risen Christ seen by more than 500 people, ascends to heaven

  Caiaphas, High Priest 18-36

Original Christians disperse
throughout Judea and Samaria

  Stephen martyred c. 32
  Paul of Tarsus is converted 37

  Gospel preached to Gentiles 40
  Conversion of Centurion Cornelius 41
  Herod Agrippa I, King of Judea 41-44

  James the Apostle, brother of John, martyred; Peter imprisoned c. 44

Theudas claims to be the Messiah and is executed 46

  Antioch becomes the new center of Church activity; followers of Christ first called Christians at Antioch 46

  Plutarch, Greek historian, born 46

  Paul goes to Jerusalem to consult with Peter 47
  Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus c. 47-49

  Jews, including Priscilla and Aquila, expelled from Rome 49
  Council of Jerusalem: Gentile converts not required to follow Jewish law 49

  Paul’s second missionary journey 49-51

  Peshitta translation begun, Hebrew Old Testament in Syriac Aramaic 50

  Felix, Governor of Judea 52-57
  Paul’s third missionary journey c. 52-57

  Paul’s last visit to Jerusalem 57
  Paul arrested and imprisoned in Caesarea 57

  Paul imprisoned in Rome  60
  Festus, Governor of Judea 59-62

  James, brother of Jesus, martyred 62

  Jerusalem Christians flee rather than join the Jewish revolt against Rome 66-73
  Jewish Revolt 66-73

  Peter martyred, crucified upside down in Rome 68
  Linus appointed bishop of Rome 68

  Qumran community (site of the Dead Sea Scrolls
found in 1949) destroyed by Rome 68

  Flavius Josephus writes “History of the Jewish War” 75

  Vespasian becomes Roman emperor 69
  Collapse of Jewish self-government in Judea; Jerusalem falls 70

  Colosseum in Rome built; Christians thrown to beasts 71–81
  The last stand of Jewish rebels at Masada 73

  Titus, emperor of Rome 79-81
  Anacletus, bishop of Rome, known as “blameless” 79-88
  Mt. Vesivius erupts, engulfs Pompeii 79

  Domitian emperor of Rome; Roman persecution of Christians
intensifies; Jews oust followers of Jesus from synagogues 81-96

 Book of Revelation written c. 90-96 
or c. 68-69 (See note above.)

Clement I, Bishop of Rome 88

Rise of Gnostic heresies within the church 90 
       Some gnostics deny Jesus’ humanity (Docetism), saying that he merely appeared to have a body.

Gnostics claim to have secret knowledge beyond divine revelation and faith.

“Jewish Antiquities” by Flavius Josephus written in Aramaic 94  

Emperor Domitian bans philosophers from Italy 95  

Evartistus, bishop of Rome 99  

Death of the Apostle John c. 100  

  While tending flocks on Mt. Horeb, Moses sees a burning bush. God reveals Himself to Moses as
“I AM.” God tells Moses and his brother Aaron to lead Israelites out of slavery. 1446

  The Exodus, followed by 40 years of wilderness wanderings c. 1446
This date is based on 1 Kings 6:1

 Isaiah prophesies c. 760-673

  Ezra, a priest and expert in the Jewish Law, urges radical religious reform in Judah and
condemns mixed marriages; many Jewish men divorce their non-Jewish wives c. 457

  Ptolemaic Egypt controls Palestine  331-198

  Temple and Jerusalem destroyed 586

  Gedaliah, Governor of Judah 586

  Zerubbabel and Jeshua lead the Jews to finish rebuilding the Temple 520-516

  Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written c. 200 BC-AD 100

  Julius Caesar, Crassus and Pompey form the First Triumvirate 60

  Abram stops in Haran c. 2140

  King Solomon
visited by queen
of Sheba

  King Jehoshaphat executes male prostitutes c. 850

  King Joash orders repair of the temple c. 812

  King Uzziah expands territory of Judah c. 760

  King Uzziah develops leprosy; Jotham
reigns as co-regent for ten years c. 750

  Judah invaded by the Assyrians 701

  King Hezekiah has the water tunnel cut in Jerusalem c. 701

  King Hezekiah tears down idols and high places and tries to unite all of Israel and Judah c. 715

  King Manasseh of Judah rebuilds the idols and high places
and Judah becomes a subserviant vassal of Assyria c. 686

  Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus   Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus 
 Earliest New Testament Books written c. 49

  Paul’s Journey to Rome. 57-62

  Dedication of Colosseum  80

Judges: Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah (and Barak), Gideon, Tola, Jair,
Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson, Eli, and Samuel

  Augustus emperor of Rome 27 BC-AD 14

Malachi prophesies c. 465   Pentecost 30

  Division of the kingdom into Israel (northern tribes) and Judah (southern tribes) 931  Habakkuk 608-598

 Daniel 620-540

  Paul imprisoned in Rome  
 Gospels according to Matthew and Luke 60-62

  Abram and his nephew Lot separate

  Sarah dies 2029

  Job (date unknown)

  Letters to the Corinthians 56

  Council of Jerusalem: Gentile converts not required to follow Jewish law 
 All New Testament books written  49-96

 Daniel thrown into the lion’s den c. 542

Bible 
History
(Gold)

  Babylon falls to Persia 539

  Persian King Cyrus’s Edict allows Jews to return to their land 538

  Rebuilding of Temple begins 536

 Ezra sent to Judah 457
According to Jewish tradition as well as some biblical scholars,
Ezra compiled nearly all the books that make up the Hebrew Bible.

  Nehemiah governs Judah 444-432

  Nehemiah in Babylon c. 432-430

Antioch becomes the center for Christianity 70 

  Gospel according to John written 85

  Paul martyred in Rome 64

Apostle John exiled to Patmos in the Aegean Sea
Some scholars believe John’s exile was under Domitian’s rule
(c. 85-96), and others believe it was under Nero’s rule (c. 68).
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Books of the Bible are listed by date of events on the time line.

  The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab   The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab 

celebrate the Passover for the first time since the Exodus. 

697-643697-643

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases   Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 

722
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

722
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly. 

  The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews   The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews   The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews 

  Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written 

  Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens) 

300 BC 300 BC 300 

  Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher   Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher   Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher 

  Caligula assassinated, succeeded by Claudius 

  Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest 

  Primitive Greek alphabet    Primitive Greek alphabet  
  Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages    Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages  
  Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries    Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries  

King Sargon II of 
Assyria captured 
Samaria, deporting 
people to Assyria

2000 BC2000 BC 1700 BC1700 BC
Sojourn in EgyptSojourn in Egypt

       Sons of Jacob (Israel)—Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin

  Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery 
begins begins 

  Hebrew slavery 
begins 

  Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery 
begins 

  Hebrew slavery 
c. 1730c. 1730

  City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel   City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel   City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel 

  Conquest of Canaan completed   Conquest of Canaan completed   Conquest of Canaan completed 1400
  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 

  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem   King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem   King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 

  First recorded Olympic games   First recorded Olympic games 776

King Sennacherib of Assyria 
defeated Lachish 
(2 Chronicles 32:9). He 
commemorated his victory 
in wall reliefs which covered 
some 70 linear feet in his 
palace at Nineveh.

  The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis 

The Arch of Titus in Rome shows soldiers 
carrying away the lampstand during the 
destruction of the Jewish Temple.

This ossuary (bone box) is enscribed 
with the High Priest Caiaphas’ name,  
providing historical evidence of his 
existence. 

This ancient church in 
Capernaum may have 
been the location of 
Peter’s home.

Masada;
Jewish rebels 
defended this fortress 
and committed suicide 
to avoid capture by 
the Romans.

Roman coin showing 
Emperor Nero and 
his mother Agrippina. 
Nero blamed 
Christians for a 
fire that destroyed 
much of Rome. He 
later committed suicide.

This inscription 
from the time of 
Jesus found at 
Caesarea mentions 
Pontius Pilate as 
prefect of Judea.

Emperor Tiberius was Caesar 
Augustus’ stepson. Pontius Pilate 
had an image of Tiberius carried 
through the streets of Jerusalem 
on the Day of Atonement, deeply 
offending the Jews.

Titus, the son of emperor 
Vespasian, was the general 
who plundered the Temple 
in Jerusalem (AD 70). He 
became emperor after his 
father’s death.

Mt. Vesuvius erupted and 
buried the town of Pompeii.

Caesar Augustus (also 
known as Octavian) was 
the emperor of Rome when 
Jesus was born. He was a 

brilliant and capable leader, 
and the nephew of 

Julius Caesar.

The people of 
Ephesus worshiped 
the goddess Artemis 
(Diana).

The Rosetta Stone contains the 
same inscription honoring Ptolemy V 
written in three languages: Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, Egyptian Demotic, and 
Koine Greek, allowing scholars to decode 
Egyptian characters. This portion shows 
hieroglyphics and demotic text.

Alexander the Great 
conquered most of the 

then-known world before 
his death at age 32.

This marble horse was originally part of 
a scene on the Parthenon depicting the 
goddess Selena. 

Marble horsemen 
from the Parthenon.

Socrates, Greek 
philosopher, 
was sentenced 
to death 
by drinking 
poisonous 

hemlock. He was 
charged with 
interfering with 
local religion and 
corrupting the 
youth.

The Cyrus Cylinder tells of the Persian 
king’s decree allowing captives held by the 
Babylonians to return to their lands and 
restore their temples.

Nabonidus was the last king of 
Babylonia (556-539 BC) before the 
Persian takeover. His son Belshazzar is 
mentioned in the Book of Daniel.

The Assyrians were known for fierce 
cruelty. Here they display a pile of 
heads and valuables taken from 
their captives. 

The Moabite Stone 
(Mesha Stele): The 
king of Moab brags of 
having driven out the 
Israelites from his land 
(2 Kings 3) c. 850.

Typical ivory 
decorations adorning 
furniture from the time 
of the kings of Israel.

The House of David 
Inscription is the first 
reference to King David 
recognized outside of the 
Bible.

This retaining wall and its 
terraces are possibly the 
“Millo” built in Jerusalem 
by the Jebusites and later 
rebuilt by Solomon.

Pharaoh Shishak raided 140 places in 
both Judah and Israel. The record of 
this raid is found on a relief on a wall of 
the Karnak Temple in Thebes. Here the 
Egyptian goddess Mut leads captives.

The Gihon spring was on the eastern city 
wall of Jerusalem. King David’s men were 
able to sneak into the city through a water 
tunnel the Jebusites had cut to channel the 
spring water into the city.

Seal from 
the Royal 
Court of Israel 
and Judah; this seal 
says “SHLOMO,” meaning 
Solomon in Hebrew.

This modern replica of an 
altar made of uncut stone 
shows how the Israelites 
would have sacrificed to 

the Lord. 

The Procession of the 
Trojan Horse in Troy
by Giovanni Domenico 
Tiepolo (1773). Troy is 
the same city as Troas, 
from the time of the 
Apostle Paul (Acts 16).

Columns from the 
temple that Rameses 
III built at Thebes. 
He was the last of 
the great warrior 
pharaohs of Egypt, 
ruling after the 
Israelites left Egypt for 
Canaan.

The Merneptah Stele (Israel Stele), 
dating to 1230 BC, describes 
Pharaoh’s victories over various 
enemies. One line of the stele claims 
victory over Israel in Canaan. No 
mention of that is in the Bible.

Pharaoh Rameses II: 
Some scholars believe 
he was the Pharaoh of 
the Exodus.King Tutankhamen began 

his rule at age 9, ruling 
1360-1350 BC.

Amenhotep III

The stone tower at Jericho 
dates many centuries before the 
Conquest. The tower had been 
attached to a city wall, now mostly 
eroded.

Replica of a gold mask 
Schliemann identified 

as depicting Agamemnon, 
leader of the Greek forces 

during the Trojan War, but 
actually the face of an unknown 

Mycenean ruler.
Thought to be Thutmose I.

This example 
of Egyptian 
hieroglyphics 
contains a 
cartouche 
with one of 
the pharaoh’s 
names.

Hammurapi stele
The Law Code of Hammurapi 
(Hammurabi) the King of Babylon was 
carved about 300 years before Moses and 
the Ten Commandments.

Bull’s head from 
Knossos, Crete.

This bathtub from ancient 
Knossos civilization in Crete 
is about four feet long.

Part of the Beni Hasan Egyptian Tomb 
Painting depicting a group entering 
Egypt from Canaan. The painting 
shows how people in Canaan dressed 
during the patriarchal period (here only 
women and a boy are shown).

Ancient murals at 
Knossos, dating 
300 years after 
Abraham, show the 
sophistication of 
ancient civilizations. 

Egyptian hieroglyphics

The Gilgamesh Epic tells 
the story of a massive 
flood and a hero who is 
told to build a ship and 
take along every kind of 
animal.

The date of the construction of Stonehenge in England is still 
debated. This ring is made up of stones weighing up to 50 tons 
each, brought in from an area 20 miles away.

Sculpture  on the King’s Gate at the Hittite 
capital of Hattusha. A god is depicted as a 
warrior. Until the end of the 19th century, the 
Hittites were only known from the Bible. 

Caves of 
En Gedi where 
David hid from 
King Saul.

This panel on the Black 
Obelisk of Shalmaneser 
shows King Jehu of Israel 
kneeling and presenting 
tribute to King Shalmaneser 
of Assyria.

Part of the “Standard of Ur” 
inlaid plaque found in one 
of the “Royal Tombs” at Ur. 
Ur was a prosperous city in 
the last centuries of the third 
millennium.

King Ashurnasirpal was 
the first Assyrian king to 
become aware of Israel.

This cylinder is inscribed 
with King Sennacherib of 
Assyria’s account of the 
siege of Jerusalem. Although 
he forced King Hezekiah to 
pay tribute (2 Kings 18:13-
16), he was not able take 
the city
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ZEV RADOVAN, JERUSALEM

ARVEL WITTE

ZEV RADOVAN, JERUSALEM

ZEV RADOVAN, 
JERUSALEM

ARVEL WITTE

JOHN MCRAY

Bible Development Key Person Bible History 

Church Council King of Israel World History 

Key Event King of Judah Time Span 

 Time Lines

 Bible Development  Key Person 

 Time Lines Time Lines Time Lines Time Lines Time Lines
Bible&Christian History

The BeginningsThe Beginnings

GENESIS TO REVELATION 2200 BC - AD 100
LIFE OF JESUS TO MODERN DAY AD 1 - PRESENT

NAHOR lived for 148 years

ENOCH lived for 365 years, then God took him.

METHUSELAH lived for 969 years

LAMECH lived for 777 years

NOAH lived for 950 years (The Flood)

SHEM lived for 600 years

ARPHAXAD lived for 438 years

SALAH lived for 433 years

EBER lived for 464 years

PELEG lived for 239 years

REU lived for 239 years

SERUG lived for 230 years

TERAH lived for 205 years

ABRAHAM lived for 175 years

(The Fall) ADAM lived for 930 years*

SETH lived for 912 years

ENOS lived for 905 years

KENAN (CAINAN) lived for 910 years

MAHALALEEL lived for 895 years

JARED lived for 962 years

* The numbers in this section 
indicate the age of the person 

at death. The red lines indicate the 
life span in relationship to the others.
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Acts, James, Galatians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, Hebrews, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Romans, Ephesians, Philemon, Colossians, Titus, Philippians, 1 & 2 Timothy, 1 & 2 Peter, Jude, 1, 2 & 3 John, RevelationMatthew, Mark, Luke, JohnInter-testamental PeriodEsther, Malachi, Ezra, Joel, NehemiahNahum, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Zephaniah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Habakkuk, Obadiah, Zechariah, HaggaiJonah, Amos, Isaiah, Hosea, Micah1 Kings, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Proverbs, 2 Chronicles, 2 KingsJudges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 Chronicles, PsalmsExodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, JoshuaGenesis, Job

2200 BC 2100 BC 2000 BC 1900 BC 1800 BC 1700 BC 1600 BC 1500 BC 1400 BC 1300 BC 1200 BC 1100 BC 1000 BC 900 BC 800 BC 700 BC 600 BC 500 BC 400 BC AD 1 AD 10 AD 20 AD 30 AD 40 AD 50 AD 60 AD 70 AD 80 AD 90 AD 100300 BC 200 BC 100 BC AD 10 AD 20 AD 30 AD 40 AD 50 AD 60 AD 70 AD 80 AD 90 AD 100
New Testament

AD 1400 BC 300 BC 200 BC 100 BC 1
Land ruled by Greece & Rome

500 BC
Rebuilding JerusalemExile

900 BC 800 BC 700 BC 600 BC
Divided Kingdom

1000 BC
United Kingdom

1400 BC 1300 BC 1200 BC 1100 BC
The Conquest and the Judges

1500 BC 1400 1400 
Moses and the Exodus

1800 BC 1600 BC
Sojourn in Egypt

2200 BC 2100 BC 2000 BC 1900 BCBC
Patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, JacobCreation to Abraham

ASSYRIAN EMPIRE

  Ashurnasirpal II 883-859   Shalmaneser III 858-824

  Shamsi-Adad V 823-811

  Adad-Nirari III 810-783

  Shalmaneser IV 783-773

  Ashurdan III 772-755

  Ashur-Nirari V 754-745

  Tiglath-Pileser III 744-727

  Shalmaneser V 726-722

  Sargon II (722-705) takes Samaria, exiles people to Assyria 722

  Sennacherib 704-681
  Esarhaddon 680-669

  Asshurbanipal 668-627

  Nabopolassar I 625-605 NEO-BABYLONIAN EMPIRE
  Nebuchadnezzar II 604-562

PERSIAN EMPIRE
  Cyrus the Great 559-530

  Cambyses 529-522

  Darius I 522-486

  Xerxes I (Ahasuerus)
485-465

  Artaxerxes I 464-424
  Darius II 423-405

  Gauls sack Rome 390

  Artaxerxes
III 358-337

ALEXANDRIAN
EMPIRE

  Alexander the Great 336-323

  Ptolemy I 323-285

  Alexandrian Empire divided; Ptolemy rules Egypt, Seleucus rules
Persia and Syria, Antigonus rules Macedonia and Greece 323

  Seleucus I 312-280

  Ptolemy II 285-246
PTOLEMIES OF EGYPT

  Antiochus I 280-261

  Antiochus II 261-247
  Ptolemy III 246-221

  Ptolemy IV 221-203
  Antiochus III the Great 223-187

  Egypt independent from Persia 405-342

  Artaxerxes II 404-359

SELEUCIDS OF SYRIA

  Seleucus IV Philopator 187-175
  Antiochus IV Epiphanes 175-163

  Antiochus V Eupator 163-162
  Demetrius I Soter 162-150

  Antiochus VI 145-142

  Alexander Balas 150-145
  Demetrius II 145-140

  Antiochus VII Sidetes 138-129
  Demetrius III 129-125

  Antiochus VIII Grypus 125-96

175-163175-163   Antiochus IX Cyzicanus 116-95   Caesar Augustus (Octavian), first Roman Emperor 27 BC-AD 14
  Emperor Tiberius 14-37

  Emperor Caligula 37-41

  Emperor Claudius 41-54

  Gallio, proconsul of Achaia 51-52

  Emperor Nero 54-68
  Emperor Vespasian 69-79

  Emperor Titus 79-81
  Emperor Domitian 81-96 demands title “Lord and God”

Emperor Nerva 96-98
Emperor Trajan 98-117  Old Kingdom Pyramids built c. 2700-2200

  Middle Kingdom (11th-12th Dynasties) in Egypt; strong Pharaohs encourage farming; international trade, literature, art, and architecture flourish c. 2050-1800
  Second Intermediate Period (13th-17th Dynasties) begins c. 1800-1570

  Hyksos rule Egypt c. 1730

  Hyksos expelled from Egypt 1570

  18th Dynasty begins in Egypt 1570
Ahmose 1570-1545

  Amenhotep 1545-1529

  Thutmose 1529-1517

  Thutmose II 1517-1504

  Thutmose III 1504-1453

  Queen Hatshepshut 1504-1483

  Amenhotep II (possible pharaoh during the
Exodus, high date) 1453-1426

  Thutmose IV 1426-1416

  Amenhotep III 1416-1377

  Amenhotep IV (Ikhaton) 1377-1360

  Tutankhamen (“King Tut”) 1360-1350

  Ay 1350-1347

  Horemhab 1347-1318

  19th Dynasty begins in Egypt 1318

  Rameses I 1318-1317

  Seti I 1317-1304

  Rameses II (possible pharaoh during the Exodus, low date) 1304-1237   Shishak I 945-924

ROMAN EMPIRE

  Rome burns, Nero blames and persecutes Christians 64-68

  Claudius conquers Britain for Rome 43

  Flavius Josephus, Jewish historian  37-100

  Ptolemy V 203-181
  Emperors Galba, Otho, Vitellius 68-69

EGYPT

EGYPTIAN DYNASTIES AND PHARAOHS

 Earliest forms of writing c. 3200  First ziggurats built by Ur-Nammu c. 2112-2095

Middle Eastern
Rulers and Empires

  Jeroboam I 931-910

 Nadab 910-909
 Zimri 885
 Tibni 885-880

 Baasha 909-886

 Omri 885-874

 Elah 886-885

 Ahab 874-853

 Ahaziah 853-852

 Joram (Jehoram) 852-841
 Jehu 841-814

 Jehoahaz 814-798
 Jehoash 798-782  Menahem 752-742

 Pekah 752-732 Jeroboam II 793-753

 Zechariah 753

 Shallum 752

 Queen Athaliah 841-835

 Joash 835-796

 Ahaziah 841

 King Solomon reigns c. 971-931

 Jehoshaphat 873-848
Jehoram (Joram) 853-841  Amaziah 796-767

 Uzziah (Azariah) 792-740
 Jotham 750-732  Hezekiah 716-687

 Pekahiah 742-740

 Hoshea
732-722

 Rehoboam I 931-913  Abijah 913-911

 Asa 911-870
 Ahaz (Jehoahaz) 735-716  Manasseh 697-643

 Amon 643-641
 Josiah 641-609  Jehoiakim (Eliakim) 609Kings of Judah 

(Southern)

Kings of Israel 
(Northern)

  King Saul reigns c. 1051-1011  King David reigns c. 1011-971
 Jehoahaz (Shallum) 609

598-597  Jehoiachin
597-586  Zedekiah

  The Hittites, Indo-European tribes from Asia Minor, form a single kingdom  2000-1200

  Babylonians use geometry in astronomic measurements; identify signs of the zodiac  c. 2000

  Four basic elements identified in India: earth, air, fire, and water  c. 2000

  Beginning of Semitic alphabet 2000

  Indoor bathroom plumbing first used in Crete 2000

  Stonehenge, England, is center of religious worship 2000

  Oldest form of novel written in Egypt 1991
  Mortuary temple (“labyrinth”) built by

Amenemhet III in Egypt c. 1870

  Hammurapi (Hammurabi) reigns in
Babylon 1792-1750

  First Chinese dictionary contains
40,000 characters 1717

  Hittites sack Babylon 1595

  Primitive Greek alphabet c. 1500

  Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages  c. 1500

  Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries c. 1500

  Leprosy in India and Egypt  c. 1500

  Founding of the city of Corinth  c. 1500

  The “Book of the Dead,” 18th Egyptian dynasty religious documents c. 1550

  Shang dynasty in China c. 1450-1027

  Merneptah 1237-1227

  Pharaoh Merneptah’s victory stele mentions Israel for the first time in non-biblical history 1230

  Iron Age begins c. 1200

  Olmec culture in Mexico marked by massive basalt sculptures c. 1200

  Trojan War begins c.1190

  Conquest of Troy (traditional date in Greek literature) 1184

  Egypt’s power begins to decline c. 1164

  Chou Dynasty begins in China c. 1150-256

  Tiglath-Pileser I rules Assyria 1114-1076

Beginning of Hebrew literature: Song of Deborah
Era of classic paganism in Greece
Caste system develops in India; pantheistic religion teaches identity of self, reincarnation
Professional musicians sing and play at religious ceremonies in Israel

  The Philistines bring the ability to smelt iron when they enter Canaan 1050

  Refrigeration developed: Chinese use block ice cut in winter and stored 1000

  Mayan Dynasties founded in Central America c. 1000
  Tribe of Latins settles for the first time near the Tiber River, Italy 1000

  Hyram, King of Tyre c. 978-944 

  City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel 879

  King Mesha drives the Israelites out of Moab c. 850

  Assyria forces Israel to pay tribute 841

  Greek script develops based on Phoenician 825–775

  Homer writes oral legends to the Trojan War and its aftermath in “Iliad” and “Odyssey” 800

Metal sculpture, carving, carpet weaving, embroidery flourishing

Musical notation and hymns written

  Olive tree introduced to Italy by the Greeks 600

  “Fables” of Aesop, a former Phrygian slave, appear c. 600
  Pythagoras, philosopher and mathematician 581-497

  Nebuchadnezzar builds the Hanging Gardens, one of the seven ancient wonders of the world (Babylon) 575
  Gautama Buddha, founder of Buddhism (India) 563-483

  Kung Fu-tse (Confucius), Chinese philosopher 551-479
  Temple of Artemis begun at Ephesus; one of the seven wonders of the ancient world 550

  Darius (Gubaru) the Mede rules in Babylon 539

  Egypt ruled by the Persians 525-405

  Roman Republic established 509

Aramaic language begins to replace Old
Hebrew in Palestine

  Indian surgeon Susrata performs
cataract operations 500

  First recorded Olympic games 776

  Eclipse of the sun visible in Mesopotamia on June 15; mentioned in Assyrian texts 763
  Traditional date for the founding of Rome 753

  Beginning of collection of “Sayings of Solomon” 725

  Indian Vedas completed (collection of religious, philosophical, and educational writings)

  Greek worship of Apollo and Dionysius (later named Bacchus)

  Assyria rules Egypt 671-652   Building begins on the Acropolis in Athens c. 650

  Draco establishes Greeks’ first written laws, famous for their “draconian” severity 621

  Lao-tse, Chinese philosopher 604-531

  Babylonian lunar year has 354 days divided into 12 months alternating between 29 and 30 days c. 600
  Persian prophet Zoroaster teaches that the world is a battleground between good and evil 600 

  Pericles 500-429

  Sophocles, Greek dramatist  496–406

  Herodotus, historian
485–424

  Socrates
470–399

  Outnumbered Greeks
hold off the Persians
at Thermopylae
for three days,
then defeat them
at Salamis 480

  The Parthenon (temple to Athena) built in Athens 447–432

  Sophocles writes “Antigone” 443

  Euripides writes “Medea”

  Peloponnesian war between Athens and Sparta 431-404

  Plato 427–347

  Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher 415

  Diogenes, Greek philosopher 411–323

  The Midrash (Jewish commentaries
on Hebrew scriptures) begins to
develop 400

  Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens) 387
  Aristotle, Greek philosopher, student of Plato, teaches Alexander the Great 384–322

  Etruscan actors present first theatrical performance in Rome 365
  Persia regains control of Egypt 342-332
  Epicurius born 340
  Aristotle forms beginnings of musical theory 340

  Alexander the Great conquers Egypt and Palestine, Hellenization begins 332
  Aristotle teaches at Athens 335

Zeno, Phoenician philosopher, begins the Stoic school of philosophy in Athens 312
  Museum and library of Alexandria formed 307

  Rome becomes a major world power in the western Mediterranean 300

  Archimedes, Greek mathematician and scientist 287–212
  Eratosthenes proposes that the earth moves around the sun 276–194
  Completion of lighthouse at Pharos, Alexandria 275
  The first Syro-Egyptian war begins 274
  Hinduism codified in India 274

  Rome’s first Punic war against Carthage; Romans control Italy 264–241
  First competitions of gladiators in Rome 264

  The second Syro-Egyptian war begins 260  The second Syro-Egyptian war begins   The second Syro-Egyptian war begins 
 Septuagint (Scriptures translated into Greek in Alexandria) c. 255

  The fourth Syro-Egyptian war begins 255
  Parchment made at Pergamum 250
  First Roman prison erected 250

  Second Punic war; Hannibal in Italy 219-201
  Great Wall of China built to keep out invaders  215
  Rome’s first Macedonian war  215–205

  Rome drives Carthaginians out of Spain 206
  The fifth Syro-Egyptian war begins, Carthage surrenders to Rome 201
  Rome’s second Macedonian war  200–196

  First stone bridge built in Rome 179

  Rome’s third Macedonian war  171–168
  Earliest paved streets in Rome c. 170

  Leap year appears in
Egyptian calendar 239

  The Syrian Seleucids begin to rule Palestine; Jewish priests on
good terms with the Seleucids 198
  Rosetta Stone Tribute to Ptolemy V  196

  The Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV tries to force Jews to
abandon their law, desecrates the temple 175-163

  The Venus of Milo sculpture c.140

Jonathan, brother of Judas Maccabeus continues revolt 160-143

  The first “Book of Maccabees” in Hebrew  c. 150
  Hasmoneans take control of the priesthood 152

  Rome’s fourth Macedonian war 150–148
Rome’s third Punic war against Carthage, ending in the
destruction of Carthage; Romans control Greece 149–146

  Simon, brother of Judas Maccabeus, governs Judea 142-135

  Emperor Wu Ti founds state religion of Confucianism (China) 136
  John Hyrcanus I, high priest in Judea 134-104

  John Hyrcanus I becomes ruler of Judea 129
  Hyrcanus repudiates the Pharisees and declares

himself a Sadducee 120
  Pharisees and Sadducees gain importance in Judea c. 112

  Virgil, Roman poet 70–19

  Cicero born 106
  Aristobulus I declares himself ruler of Judea 104-103
  Alexander Jannaeus succeeds Aristobulus as king 103-76

  Julius Caesar born 100
  Ships from China reach India for the first time 100

  Rome’s first Mithridatic war against Pontus 88–84
  Rome’s second Mithridatic war 83–81

  Oldest existing amphitheatre built at Pompeii 82
  Alexander Polyhistor writes history of the Jews 82

  Sulla dictator of Rome 82-79

  Salome Alexander 76-67

  Rome’s third Mithridatic war 75-63
  Spartacus leads slave revolt 73–71

  Horace, Roman poet, 65–8
  Pompey conquers Jerusalem for Rome 63
  Hyrcanus II, high priest 63-40

  Julius Caesar conquers Gaul (58) and Britain 54
  Cleopatra VII rules Egypt 51-31

  Julius Caesar crosses the Rubicon 49
  Pompey slain in Egypt 47
  Library of Alexandria destroyed by fire; volumes of ancient literature lost forever 47
  Julius Caesar named dictator of Rome 46

  Julius Caesar assassinated by Brutus and Cassius 44
  The second Triumvirate at Rome (Anthony, Lepidus, and Octavian ) 43
  Ovid, Roman poet, 43–18
  Battle of Philippi: Octavian and Marc Antony defeat Brutus and Cassius 42

  Herod the Great appointed king of Judea 37 BC-AD 4

  Battle of Actium, Rome controls Egypt 31

  Hillel and Shammai are the leading rabbis in Judea 30 BC-AD  10
  Octavian takes the title of Caesar Augustus 21
  Philo of Alexandria 20 BC-AD 50

  King Herod the Great dies 4

  Battle of Qarqar—Israel and Syria clash with Assyria 853

  Law Code of Hammurapi  1750

  Hittite Empire ends c. 1200

  Thutmose I builds first tomb in Valley of the Kings 1526-1512

  Parisi tribe founds small fishing village on an island in the Seine River
(beginnings of the city of Paris) 300

  The city of Ur falls c. 2004

  Aristobulus II 67-63

  Caligula becomes Roman emperor, declares himself a god 37

  Caligula assassinated, succeeded by Claudius 41

  London founded 43

  Romans invade Britain 43

  Han dynasty in China founded by Emperor Kuang Wu Ti 49

  Claudius poisoned by his wife, succeeded by Nero 54

  Nero commits suicide 68

 Trajan rules as emperor.
Under him, the Roman Empire reaches its
greatest geographical extent spreading to

Mesopotamia, Arabia, and Balkans 98–117

  Julian calendar of 365.25 days put in use; leap year introduced 46

  Hasmonian dynasty (Jewish self-rule) 164-63   Writings of apostolic fathers (early church leaders) Barnabas,
Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp 85–150

  Jewish revolt against Romans; Jerusalem captured and destroyed 70
Titus orders destruction of Jerusalem. Of the Temple Mount, only one wall (known today
as the “Western Wall”) remained. Jews and Christians flee to all parts of the empire.

World 
History
(Purple)

The Parthenon 
was built 450-
330 BC on the 
Acropolis in 
Athens. 

  Abraham c. 2166-1991 
Some scholars place Abraham’s birth at 1952 BC. In this case, biblical events through Joseph would slide 214 years later.

  Sarai (later called Sarah) 2156-2029

  Abram and Sarai are married; but are unable to have children 2121

  Abrahamic Covenant: The Lord calls Abram and Sarai to go into Canaan
  Abram and Sarai go to Egypt to avoid a famine 2089

  Sarai’s Egyptian maid Hagar gives birth to Abram’s first son, Ishmael 2080

  Ishmael c. 2080-1943

  God confirms his covenant with Abram, changes his name to Abraham (“father of a multitude”) 2067

  Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed 2067

  Isaac, son of Abraham and Sarah c. 2066-1886

  Isaac marries Rebecca 2026

  Jacob and Esau are born to Isaac and Rebecca 2005

  Jacob (Israel) c. 2005-1859

  Abraham marries Keturah who bears him six more sons 2015

  Esau sells birthright to Jacob 1929

  Jacob flees to Haran 1929

  Jacob works for his uncle Laban for 7 years to obtain Rachel as his wife 1928-1921

  Laban tricks Jacob into marrying Rachel’s older sister, Leah. A week later Jacob marries Rachel and agrees to work another 7 years. 1921

  Jacob and Leah have six sons (Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun) and one daughter, Dinah 1921-1914

  Joseph, son of Jacob and Rachel c. 1914-1805

  Jacob wrestles with an angel. God changes his name to Israel. Benjamin is born to Jacob and Rachel. 1908

  Joseph, age 17, is his father’s favorite. Joseph’s brothers are jealous and sell him into slavery in Egypt. 1897

  Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dreams correctly and foretells 7 years of plenty followed by 7 years of famine.
Pharaoh makes Joseph a high official in Egypt. 1884

  Jacob and his family enter Egypt to escape famine and be reunited with Joseph c. 1875
       Sons of Jacob (Israel)—Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin
       Grandsons (sons of Joseph)—Manasseh, Ephraim

  Jacob dies in Egypt at age 147 1859

  Joseph dies in Egypt at age 110 1805

  The people of Israel in Egypt, part of that time in slavery c. 1875-1446

  Hebrew slavery
begins c. 1730

  Hebrew midwives ordered to destroy all Hebrew male children c. 1548

  All newborn Hebrew males are to be cast into the Nile c. 1528

  Aaron c. 1529-1407

  Moses c. 1526-1406

  Moses flees to the land of Midian 1486
  Joshua 1501-1391

  The Ten Plagues 1446

  The Israelites eat their first Passover meal and depart Egypt the following day 1446

  Parting of the Red Sea

 God gives Moses the Ten Commandments 1445
God tells Moses to write down the Law and covenants

  Tabernacle built 1445   Moses appoints Joshua as leader; death of Moses at age 120 1406

  The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab
helps spies. The Israelite males are circumcised, and the people
celebrate the Passover for the first time since the Exodus. 1405

  Conquest of Canaan completed 1400

  Era of the judges begins c. 1382-1051

  Othniel becomes judge 1382

  Ruth c. 1290

  “Low date” for the Exodus c. 1290
Some scholars date the Exodus at 1290. For a “low date” Exodus, the dates of the
Passover, wilderness wandering events, and the beginning date for the era of the
judges would slide 156 years later, compressing the dates of the judges.

  Abimelech usurps power in Israel 1177   Eli becomes priest in Shiloh c. 1100-1060
  The Philistines expand into the heart of Israel 1067

  Samuel, judge & prophet of Israel c. 1060-1020

  Saul is the king of Israel 1051-1011

  David is born 1041

  Priesthood of Abiathar 1027-972

  King Saul wins numerous victories over the Philistines and brings
prosperity to the Israelites 1026-1023

  Samuel secretly anoints David as King Saul’s successor 1023

  David kills Goliath 1022
  David and Jonathan become close friends

  King Saul turns against David and tries to kill him 1019

  Samuel dies 1013

  At Gilboa, the Philistines rout the Israelites, King Saul commits
suicide, Jonathan is slain 1011

  King David reigns 40 years, first over Judah, then over all Israel 1011-971

  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 1005

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 1003

  Solomon is born to King David and Bathsheba 996

  Nathan prophesies 991-960

  King David dies at the
age of about 69 971

  Solomon ascends the throne and
reigns 40 years 971-931

  King Solomon requests a wise and
discerning heart 971

  King Solomon begins
to build the Temple in
Jerusalem 966

  King Solomon’s
Temple
completed 960

  King Solomon
brings the Ark of
the Covenant to
the Temple 959

  King Solomon expands his territory, increases his wealth and marries many foreign women 941

  Rehoboam I becomes king of Israel and Judah 931

  Jeroboam I rebels; sets up a rival kingdom in the north 931

  Almost all of the territory conquered by King David is lost 927-917

  Israel’s King Ahab marries Phoenician princess Jezebel, a devoted worshipper of the Canaanite god Baal 870

  Elijah prophesies c. 870-845

  King Ahab builds a temple for Baal in Samaria; kills many prophets of God. 869

  Prophet Elijah challenges all the prophets of Baal to a contest on Mt. Carmel 866

  Ahaziah becomes king of Israel 853

  Jehoram becomes king of Judah (co-regent with Jehoshaphat from 853-848); he marries King Ahab’s daughter  853

  Joram (Jehoram) becomes king of Israel; during his reign, King Mesha of Moab rebels against Israel 852

  Elijah chooses Elisha as his successor 865

  Elijah is taken to heaven in a chariot of fire 845

  Elisha c. 845-800

  Syria dominates Israel 841-807

  Joash becomes king of Judah at age seven 835

  Elisha heals the leprosy of Naaman, commander of the army of Syria 832

  The temple of Baal in Jerusalem is destroyed 823

  Elisha prophesies Israel’s victory
over Syria and dies the following
year 801

  Uzziah becomes co-regent of Judah with Amaziah from 792-767

 Jonah begins his ministry 781

 Amos prophesies c. 765-754

 Hosea prophesies c. 758-725
 Micah prophesies c. 738-698

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from
other regions; they come to be called “Samaritans”.  722

  King Hezekiah revolts against Assyria and expands kingdom of Judah c. 705

  Jeremiah is born 650

 Nahum prophesies c. 658-615

 Zephaniah prophesies c. 640-626

 Jeremiah prophesies 627-582

  King Josiah institutes a restoration of the Law of Moses 622

  Nineveh, capital of Assyria, falls to Babylonians and Medes 612

  Egypt briefly takes control of Palestine 609

  Jeremiah predicts the destruction of the Temple 609

  Babylonians invade Judah 605
       Some Jews taken to Babylon

 Ezekiel, a prophet and a priest in Babylon, sees his first vision 593

 Obadiah prophesies c. 590

  Ezekiel predicts the fall of Jerusalem. 588

  King Nebuchadnezzar burns the Temple and every
substantial building in Jerusalem. More Jews are
deported to Babylon. 586

An anthology of poetic lamentations (Book of Lamentations) over Jerusalem is collected 585

  Jeremiah dies (exact date and circumstances are unknown)

  Ezekiel, after 25 years in exile, sees an elaborate vision of the Jerusalem
Temple restored and the nation of Israel reunited 573

  Zerubbabel and Joshua lead a small party of Jewish repatriates back to Palestine 538

 Zechariah prophesies c. 522-509

 Haggai prophesies c. 520

  Construction of the Temple is completed 516

  Esther becomes
queen of Persia and
later saves the Jews
of the empire from
extermination 478

  The Feast
of Purim
started
473

 Joel prophesies c. 450

  Ezra reads the Torah publicly in Jerusalem, and the people promise to
obey it. Judah becomes a theocracy led by a high priest. 444

  Nehemiah takes a small contingent of Jews back to Palestine 444

  Alexander the Great conquers Palestine as most cities and
regions surrender to him peacefully 332

  After Alexander’s death, Palestine is ruled by
Ptolemy, governor of Egypt 323-200

  The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly. 225

  The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews 200

  Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) bans obedience to the Jewish
Law. He devotes the Temple in Jerusalem to Olympian Zeus
and burns copies of the Torah 167

  The Maccabean Revolt 167-142

  Judas Maccabeus leads a revolt and his forces recapture the Temple and
begin to purify it for rededication. When it is rededicated exactly three years
after it was desecrated, the feast of Hanukkah is established. 164

  Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) dies 164
  The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis 154

  John Hyrcanus becomes high priest in Jerusalem 135
  Rome begins to expand her empire eastward 133

  The Pharisees begin to emerge as a sect 130
  Herod captures Jerusalem 37

  Herod begins to rebuild the Jerusalem Temple 20

  John the Baptist born 7-5 BC  John the Baptist born  John the Baptist born
  Jesus born in Bethlehem c. 6-4 BC
  Herod Archelaus rules Judea 4 BC–AD 6

  First year in Christian calendar (AD=Anno Domini, the year of the Lord) 1

  King Herod Antipas rules Galilee 4 BC–AD 39

 Judea becomes a Roman province; ruled by a governor 6-41, 44-46
  Jesus amazes teachers in the Temple c. AD 7

  Jesus baptized, ministry begins c. 26
  John the Baptist begins ministry c. 26

  Pontius Pilate, Governor of Judea 26-36

  John the Baptist arrested and killed by Herod Antipas 29

  Crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ c. 27-30
  Risen Christ seen by more than 500 people, ascends to heaven

  Caiaphas, High Priest 18-36

Original Christians disperse
throughout Judea and Samaria

  Stephen martyred c. 32
  Paul of Tarsus is converted 37

  Gospel preached to Gentiles 40
  Conversion of Centurion Cornelius 41
  Herod Agrippa I, King of Judea 41-44

  James the Apostle, brother of John, martyred; Peter imprisoned c. 44

  Theudas claims to be the Messiah and is executed 46

  Antioch becomes the new center of Church activity; followers of Christ first called Christians at Antioch 46

  Plutarch, Greek historian, born 46

  Paul goes to Jerusalem to consult with Peter 47
  Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus c. 47-49

  Jews, including Priscilla and Aquila, expelled from Rome 49
  Council of Jerusalem: Gentile converts not required to follow Jewish law 49

  Paul’s second missionary journey 49-51

  Peshitta translation begun, Hebrew Old Testament in Syriac Aramaic 50

  Felix, Governor of Judea 52-57
  Paul’s third missionary journey c. 52-57

  Paul’s last visit to Jerusalem 57
  Paul arrested and imprisoned in Caesarea 57

  Paul imprisoned in Rome  60
  Festus, Governor of Judea 59-62

  James, brother of Jesus, martyred 62

  Jerusalem Christians flee rather than join the Jewish revolt against Rome 66-73
  Jewish Revolt 66-73

  Peter martyred, crucified upside down in Rome 68
  Linus appointed bishop of Rome 68

  Qumran community (site of the Dead Sea Scrolls
found in 1949) destroyed by Rome 68

  Flavius Josephus writes “History of the Jewish War” 75

  Vespasian becomes Roman emperor 69
  Collapse of Jewish self-government in Judea; Jerusalem falls 70

  Colosseum in Rome built; Christians thrown to beasts 71–81
  The last stand of Jewish rebels at Masada 73

  Titus, emperor of Rome 79-81
  Anacletus, bishop of Rome, known as “blameless” 79-88
  Mt. Vesivius erupts, engulfs Pompeii 79

  Domitian emperor of Rome; Roman persecution of Christians
intensifies; Jews oust followers of Jesus from synagogues 81-96

 Book of Revelation written c. 90-96 
or c. 68-69 (See note above.)

Clement I, Bishop of Rome 88

Rise of Gnostic heresies within the church 90 
       Some gnostics deny Jesus’ humanity (Docetism), saying that he merely appeared to have a body.

Gnostics claim to have secret knowledge beyond divine revelation and faith.

“Jewish Antiquities” by Flavius Josephus written in Aramaic 94  

Emperor Domitian bans philosophers from Italy 95  

Evartistus, bishop of Rome 99  

Death of the Apostle John c. 100  

  While tending flocks on Mt. Horeb, Moses sees a burning bush. God reveals Himself to Moses as
“I AM.” God tells Moses and his brother Aaron to lead Israelites out of slavery. 1446

  The Exodus, followed by 40 years of wilderness wanderings c. 1446
This date is based on 1 Kings 6:1

 Isaiah prophesies c. 760-673

  Ezra, a priest and expert in the Jewish Law, urges radical religious reform in Judah and
condemns mixed marriages; many Jewish men divorce their non-Jewish wives c. 457

  Ptolemaic Egypt controls Palestine  331-198

  Temple and Jerusalem destroyed 586

  Gedaliah, Governor of Judah 586

  Zerubbabel and Jeshua lead the Jews to finish rebuilding the Temple 520-516

  Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written c. 200 BC-AD 100

  Julius Caesar, Crassus and Pompey form the First Triumvirate 60

  Abram stops in Haran c. 2140

  King Solomon
visited by queen
of Sheba

  King Jehoshaphat executes male prostitutes c. 850

  King Joash orders repair of the temple c. 812

  King Uzziah expands territory of Judah c. 760

  King Uzziah develops leprosy; Jotham
reigns as co-regent for ten years c. 750

  Judah invaded by the Assyrians 701

  King Hezekiah has the water tunnel cut in Jerusalem c. 701

  King Hezekiah tears down idols and high places and tries to unite all of Israel and Judah c. 715

  King Manasseh of Judah rebuilds the idols and high places
and Judah becomes a subserviant vassal of Assyria c. 686

  Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus   Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus 
 Earliest New Testament Books written c. 49

  Paul’s Journey to Rome. 57-62

  Dedication of Colosseum  80

Judges: Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah (and Barak), Gideon, Tola, Jair,
Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson, Eli, and Samuel

  Augustus emperor of Rome 27 BC-AD 14

Malachi prophesies c. 465   Pentecost 30

  Division of the kingdom into Israel (northern tribes) and Judah (southern tribes) 931  Habakkuk 608-598

 Daniel 620-540

  Paul imprisoned in Rome  
 Gospels according to Matthew and Luke 60-62

  Abram and his nephew Lot separate

  Sarah dies 2029

  Job (date unknown)

  Letters to the Corinthians 56

  Council of Jerusalem: Gentile converts not required to follow Jewish law 
 All New Testament books written  49-96

 Daniel thrown into the lion’s den c. 542
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History
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  Babylon falls to Persia 539

  Persian King Cyrus’s Edict allows Jews to return to their land 538

  Rebuilding of Temple begins 536

 Ezra sent to Judah 457
According to Jewish tradition as well as some biblical scholars,
Ezra compiled nearly all the books that make up the Hebrew Bible.

  Nehemiah governs Judah 444-432

  Nehemiah in Babylon c. 432-430

Antioch becomes the center for Christianity 70 

  Gospel according to John written 85

  Paul martyred in Rome 64

Apostle John exiled to Patmos in the Aegean Sea
Some scholars believe John’s exile was under Domitian’s rule
(c. 85-96), and others believe it was under Nero’s rule (c. 68).
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Books of the Bible are listed by date of events on the time line.

  The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab   The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab 

celebrate the Passover for the first time since the Exodus. 

697-643697-643

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases   Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 

722
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

722
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly. 

  The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews   The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews   The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews 

  Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written 

  Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens) 

300 BC 300 BC 300 

  Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher   Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher   Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher 

  Caligula assassinated, succeeded by Claudius 

  Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest 

  Primitive Greek alphabet    Primitive Greek alphabet  
  Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages    Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages  
  Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries    Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries  

King Sargon II of 
Assyria captured 
Samaria, deporting 
people to Assyria

2000 BC2000 BC 1700 BC1700 BC
Sojourn in EgyptSojourn in Egypt

       Sons of Jacob (Israel)—Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin

  Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery 
begins begins 

  Hebrew slavery 
begins 

  Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery 
begins 

  Hebrew slavery 
c. 1730c. 1730

  City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel   City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel   City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel 

  Conquest of Canaan completed   Conquest of Canaan completed   Conquest of Canaan completed 1400
  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 

  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem   King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem   King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 

  First recorded Olympic games   First recorded Olympic games 776

King Sennacherib of Assyria 
defeated Lachish 
(2 Chronicles 32:9). He 
commemorated his victory 
in wall reliefs which covered 
some 70 linear feet in his 
palace at Nineveh.

  The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis 

The Arch of Titus in Rome shows soldiers 
carrying away the lampstand during the 
destruction of the Jewish Temple.

This ossuary (bone box) is enscribed 
with the High Priest Caiaphas’ name,  
providing historical evidence of his 
existence. 

This ancient church in 
Capernaum may have 
been the location of 
Peter’s home.

Masada;
Jewish rebels 
defended this fortress 
and committed suicide 
to avoid capture by 
the Romans.

Roman coin showing 
Emperor Nero and 
his mother Agrippina. 
Nero blamed 
Christians for a 
fire that destroyed 
much of Rome. He 
later committed suicide.

This inscription 
from the time of 
Jesus found at 
Caesarea mentions 
Pontius Pilate as 
prefect of Judea.

Emperor Tiberius was Caesar 
Augustus’ stepson. Pontius Pilate 
had an image of Tiberius carried 
through the streets of Jerusalem 
on the Day of Atonement, deeply 
offending the Jews.

Titus, the son of emperor 
Vespasian, was the general 
who plundered the Temple 
in Jerusalem (AD 70). He 
became emperor after his 
father’s death.

Mt. Vesuvius erupted and 
buried the town of Pompeii.

Caesar Augustus (also 
known as Octavian) was 
the emperor of Rome when 
Jesus was born. He was a 

brilliant and capable leader, 
and the nephew of 

Julius Caesar.

The people of 
Ephesus worshiped 
the goddess Artemis 
(Diana).

The Rosetta Stone contains the 
same inscription honoring Ptolemy V 
written in three languages: Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, Egyptian Demotic, and 
Koine Greek, allowing scholars to decode 
Egyptian characters. This portion shows 
hieroglyphics and demotic text.

Alexander the Great 
conquered most of the 

then-known world before 
his death at age 32.

This marble horse was originally part of 
a scene on the Parthenon depicting the 
goddess Selena. 

Marble horsemen 
from the Parthenon.

Socrates, Greek 
philosopher, 
was sentenced 
to death 
by drinking 
poisonous 

hemlock. He was 
charged with 
interfering with 
local religion and 
corrupting the 
youth.

The Cyrus Cylinder tells of the Persian 
king’s decree allowing captives held by the 
Babylonians to return to their lands and 
restore their temples.

Nabonidus was the last king of 
Babylonia (556-539 BC) before the 
Persian takeover. His son Belshazzar is 
mentioned in the Book of Daniel.

The Assyrians were known for fierce 
cruelty. Here they display a pile of 
heads and valuables taken from 
their captives. 

The Moabite Stone 
(Mesha Stele): The 
king of Moab brags of 
having driven out the 
Israelites from his land 
(2 Kings 3) c. 850.

Typical ivory 
decorations adorning 
furniture from the time 
of the kings of Israel.

The House of David 
Inscription is the first 
reference to King David 
recognized outside of the 
Bible.

This retaining wall and its 
terraces are possibly the 
“Millo” built in Jerusalem 
by the Jebusites and later 
rebuilt by Solomon.

Pharaoh Shishak raided 140 places in 
both Judah and Israel. The record of 
this raid is found on a relief on a wall of 
the Karnak Temple in Thebes. Here the 
Egyptian goddess Mut leads captives.

The Gihon spring was on the eastern city 
wall of Jerusalem. King David’s men were 
able to sneak into the city through a water 
tunnel the Jebusites had cut to channel the 
spring water into the city.

Seal from 
the Royal 
Court of Israel 
and Judah; this seal 
says “SHLOMO,” meaning 
Solomon in Hebrew.

This modern replica of an 
altar made of uncut stone 
shows how the Israelites 
would have sacrificed to 

the Lord. 

The Procession of the 
Trojan Horse in Troy
by Giovanni Domenico 
Tiepolo (1773). Troy is 
the same city as Troas, 
from the time of the 
Apostle Paul (Acts 16).

Columns from the 
temple that Rameses 
III built at Thebes. 
He was the last of 
the great warrior 
pharaohs of Egypt, 
ruling after the 
Israelites left Egypt for 
Canaan.

The Merneptah Stele (Israel Stele), 
dating to 1230 BC, describes 
Pharaoh’s victories over various 
enemies. One line of the stele claims 
victory over Israel in Canaan. No 
mention of that is in the Bible.

Pharaoh Rameses II: 
Some scholars believe 
he was the Pharaoh of 
the Exodus.King Tutankhamen began 

his rule at age 9, ruling 
1360-1350 BC.

Amenhotep III

The stone tower at Jericho 
dates many centuries before the 
Conquest. The tower had been 
attached to a city wall, now mostly 
eroded.

Replica of a gold mask 
Schliemann identified 

as depicting Agamemnon, 
leader of the Greek forces 

during the Trojan War, but 
actually the face of an unknown 

Mycenean ruler.
Thought to be Thutmose I.

This example 
of Egyptian 
hieroglyphics 
contains a 
cartouche 
with one of 
the pharaoh’s 
names.

Hammurapi stele
The Law Code of Hammurapi 
(Hammurabi) the King of Babylon was 
carved about 300 years before Moses and 
the Ten Commandments.

Bull’s head from 
Knossos, Crete.

This bathtub from ancient 
Knossos civilization in Crete 
is about four feet long.

Part of the Beni Hasan Egyptian Tomb 
Painting depicting a group entering 
Egypt from Canaan. The painting 
shows how people in Canaan dressed 
during the patriarchal period (here only 
women and a boy are shown).

Ancient murals at 
Knossos, dating 
300 years after 
Abraham, show the 
sophistication of 
ancient civilizations. 

Egyptian hieroglyphics

The Gilgamesh Epic tells 
the story of a massive 
flood and a hero who is 
told to build a ship and 
take along every kind of 
animal.

The date of the construction of Stonehenge in England is still 
debated. This ring is made up of stones weighing up to 50 tons 
each, brought in from an area 20 miles away.

Sculpture  on the King’s Gate at the Hittite 
capital of Hattusha. A god is depicted as a 
warrior. Until the end of the 19th century, the 
Hittites were only known from the Bible. 

Caves of 
En Gedi where 
David hid from 
King Saul.

This panel on the Black 
Obelisk of Shalmaneser 
shows King Jehu of Israel 
kneeling and presenting 
tribute to King Shalmaneser 
of Assyria.

Part of the “Standard of Ur” 
inlaid plaque found in one 
of the “Royal Tombs” at Ur. 
Ur was a prosperous city in 
the last centuries of the third 
millennium.

King Ashurnasirpal was 
the first Assyrian king to 
become aware of Israel.

This cylinder is inscribed 
with King Sennacherib of 
Assyria’s account of the 
siege of Jerusalem. Although 
he forced King Hezekiah to 
pay tribute (2 Kings 18:13-
16), he was not able take 
the city
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 Time Lines

 Bible Development  Key Person 

 Time Lines Time Lines Time Lines Time Lines Time Lines
Bible&Christian History

The BeginningsThe Beginnings

GENESIS TO REVELATION 2200 BC - AD 100
LIFE OF JESUS TO MODERN DAY AD 1 - PRESENT

NAHOR lived for 148 years

ENOCH lived for 365 years, then God took him.

METHUSELAH lived for 969 years

LAMECH lived for 777 years

NOAH lived for 950 years (The Flood)

SHEM lived for 600 years

ARPHAXAD lived for 438 years

SALAH lived for 433 years

EBER lived for 464 years

PELEG lived for 239 years

REU lived for 239 years

SERUG lived for 230 years

TERAH lived for 205 years

ABRAHAM lived for 175 years

(The Fall) ADAM lived for 930 years*

SETH lived for 912 years

ENOS lived for 905 years

KENAN (CAINAN) lived for 910 years

MAHALALEEL lived for 895 years

JARED lived for 962 years

* The numbers in this section 
indicate the age of the person 

at death. The red lines indicate the 
life span in relationship to the others.
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Acts, James, Galatians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, Hebrews, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Romans, Ephesians, Philemon, Colossians, Titus, Philippians, 1 & 2 Timothy, 1 & 2 Peter, Jude, 1, 2 & 3 John, RevelationMatthew, Mark, Luke, JohnInter-testamental PeriodEsther, Malachi, Ezra, Joel, NehemiahNahum, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Zephaniah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Habakkuk, Obadiah, Zechariah, HaggaiJonah, Amos, Isaiah, Hosea, Micah1 Kings, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Proverbs, 2 Chronicles, 2 KingsJudges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 Chronicles, PsalmsExodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, JoshuaGenesis, Job

2200 BC 2100 BC 2000 BC 1900 BC 1800 BC 1700 BC 1600 BC 1500 BC 1400 BC 1300 BC 1200 BC 1100 BC 1000 BC 900 BC 800 BC 700 BC 600 BC 500 BC 400 BC AD 1 AD 10 AD 20 AD 30 AD 40 AD 50 AD 60 AD 70 AD 80 AD 90 AD 100300 BC 200 BC 100 BC AD 10 AD 20 AD 30 AD 40 AD 50 AD 60 AD 70 AD 80 AD 90 AD 100
New Testament

AD 1400 BC 300 BC 200 BC 100 BC 1
Land ruled by Greece & Rome

500 BC
Rebuilding JerusalemExile

900 BC 800 BC 700 BC 600 BC
Divided Kingdom

1000 BC
United Kingdom

1400 BC 1300 BC 1200 BC 1100 BC
The Conquest and the Judges

1500 BC 1400 1400 
Moses and the Exodus

1800 BC 1600 BC
Sojourn in Egypt

2200 BC 2100 BC 2000 BC 1900 BCBC
Patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, JacobCreation to Abraham

ASSYRIAN EMPIRE

  Ashurnasirpal II 883-859   Shalmaneser III 858-824

  Shamsi-Adad V 823-811

  Adad-Nirari III 810-783

  Shalmaneser IV 783-773

  Ashurdan III 772-755

  Ashur-Nirari V 754-745

  Tiglath-Pileser III 744-727

  Shalmaneser V 726-722

  Sargon II (722-705) takes Samaria, exiles people to Assyria 722

  Sennacherib 704-681
  Esarhaddon 680-669

  Asshurbanipal 668-627

  Nabopolassar I 625-605 NEO-BABYLONIAN EMPIRE
  Nebuchadnezzar II 604-562

PERSIAN EMPIRE
  Cyrus the Great 559-530

  Cambyses 529-522

  Darius I 522-486

  Xerxes I (Ahasuerus)
485-465

  Artaxerxes I 464-424
  Darius II 423-405

  Gauls sack Rome 390

  Artaxerxes
III 358-337

ALEXANDRIAN
EMPIRE

  Alexander the Great 336-323

  Ptolemy I 323-285

  Alexandrian Empire divided; Ptolemy rules Egypt, Seleucus rules
Persia and Syria, Antigonus rules Macedonia and Greece 323

  Seleucus I 312-280

  Ptolemy II 285-246
PTOLEMIES OF EGYPT

  Antiochus I 280-261

  Antiochus II 261-247
  Ptolemy III 246-221

  Ptolemy IV 221-203
  Antiochus III the Great 223-187

  Egypt independent from Persia 405-342

  Artaxerxes II 404-359

SELEUCIDS OF SYRIA

  Seleucus IV Philopator 187-175
  Antiochus IV Epiphanes 175-163

  Antiochus V Eupator 163-162
  Demetrius I Soter 162-150

  Antiochus VI 145-142

  Alexander Balas 150-145
  Demetrius II 145-140

  Antiochus VII Sidetes 138-129
  Demetrius III 129-125

  Antiochus VIII Grypus 125-96

175-163175-163   Antiochus IX Cyzicanus 116-95   Caesar Augustus (Octavian), first Roman Emperor 27 BC-AD 14
  Emperor Tiberius 14-37

  Emperor Caligula 37-41

  Emperor Claudius 41-54

  Gallio, proconsul of Achaia 51-52

  Emperor Nero 54-68
  Emperor Vespasian 69-79

  Emperor Titus 79-81
  Emperor Domitian 81-96 demands title “Lord and God”

Emperor Nerva 96-98
Emperor Trajan 98-117  Old Kingdom Pyramids built c. 2700-2200

  Middle Kingdom (11th-12th Dynasties) in Egypt; strong Pharaohs encourage farming; international trade, literature, art, and architecture flourish c. 2050-1800
  Second Intermediate Period (13th-17th Dynasties) begins c. 1800-1570

  Hyksos rule Egypt c. 1730

  Hyksos expelled from Egypt 1570

  18th Dynasty begins in Egypt 1570
Ahmose 1570-1545

  Amenhotep 1545-1529

  Thutmose 1529-1517

  Thutmose II 1517-1504

  Thutmose III 1504-1453

  Queen Hatshepshut 1504-1483

  Amenhotep II (possible pharaoh during the
Exodus, high date) 1453-1426

  Thutmose IV 1426-1416

  Amenhotep III 1416-1377

  Amenhotep IV (Ikhaton) 1377-1360

  Tutankhamen (“King Tut”) 1360-1350

  Ay 1350-1347

  Horemhab 1347-1318

  19th Dynasty begins in Egypt 1318

  Rameses I 1318-1317

  Seti I 1317-1304

  Rameses II (possible pharaoh during the Exodus, low date) 1304-1237   Shishak I 945-924

ROMAN EMPIRE

  Rome burns, Nero blames and persecutes Christians 64-68

  Claudius conquers Britain for Rome 43

  Flavius Josephus, Jewish historian  37-100

  Ptolemy V 203-181
  Emperors Galba, Otho, Vitellius 68-69

EGYPT

EGYPTIAN DYNASTIES AND PHARAOHS

 Earliest forms of writing c. 3200  First ziggurats built by Ur-Nammu c. 2112-2095

Middle Eastern
Rulers and Empires

  Jeroboam I 931-910

 Nadab 910-909
 Zimri 885
 Tibni 885-880

 Baasha 909-886

 Omri 885-874

 Elah 886-885

 Ahab 874-853

 Ahaziah 853-852

 Joram (Jehoram) 852-841
 Jehu 841-814

 Jehoahaz 814-798
 Jehoash 798-782  Menahem 752-742

 Pekah 752-732 Jeroboam II 793-753

 Zechariah 753

 Shallum 752

 Queen Athaliah 841-835

 Joash 835-796

 Ahaziah 841

 King Solomon reigns c. 971-931

 Jehoshaphat 873-848
Jehoram (Joram) 853-841  Amaziah 796-767

 Uzziah (Azariah) 792-740
 Jotham 750-732  Hezekiah 716-687

 Pekahiah 742-740

 Hoshea
732-722

 Rehoboam I 931-913  Abijah 913-911

 Asa 911-870
 Ahaz (Jehoahaz) 735-716  Manasseh 697-643

 Amon 643-641
 Josiah 641-609  Jehoiakim (Eliakim) 609Kings of Judah 

(Southern)

Kings of Israel 
(Northern)

  King Saul reigns c. 1051-1011  King David reigns c. 1011-971
 Jehoahaz (Shallum) 609

598-597  Jehoiachin
597-586  Zedekiah

  The Hittites, Indo-European tribes from Asia Minor, form a single kingdom  2000-1200

  Babylonians use geometry in astronomic measurements; identify signs of the zodiac  c. 2000

  Four basic elements identified in India: earth, air, fire, and water  c. 2000

  Beginning of Semitic alphabet 2000

  Indoor bathroom plumbing first used in Crete 2000

  Stonehenge, England, is center of religious worship 2000

  Oldest form of novel written in Egypt 1991
  Mortuary temple (“labyrinth”) built by 

Amenemhet III in Egypt c. 1870

  Hammurapi (Hammurabi) reigns in
Babylon 1792-1750

  First Chinese dictionary contains
40,000 characters 1717

  Hittites sack Babylon 1595

  Primitive Greek alphabet c. 1500

  Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages  c. 1500

  Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries c. 1500

  Leprosy in India and Egypt  c. 1500

  Founding of the city of Corinth  c. 1500

  The “Book of the Dead,” 18th Egyptian dynasty religious documents c. 1550

  Shang dynasty in China c. 1450-1027

  Merneptah 1237-1227

  Pharaoh Merneptah’s victory stele mentions Israel for the first time in non-biblical history 1230

  Iron Age begins c. 1200

  Olmec culture in Mexico marked by massive basalt sculptures c. 1200

  Trojan War begins c.1190

  Conquest of Troy (traditional date in Greek literature) 1184

  Egypt’s power begins to decline c. 1164

  Chou Dynasty begins in China c. 1150-256

  Tiglath-Pileser I rules Assyria 1114-1076

Beginning of Hebrew literature: Song of Deborah
Era of classic paganism in Greece
Caste system develops in India; pantheistic religion teaches identity of self, reincarnation
Professional musicians sing and play at religious ceremonies in Israel

  The Philistines bring the ability to smelt iron when they enter Canaan 1050

  Refrigeration developed: Chinese use block ice cut in winter and stored 1000

  Mayan Dynasties founded in Central America c. 1000
  Tribe of Latins settles for the first time near the Tiber River, Italy 1000

  Hyram, King of Tyre c. 978-944 

  City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel 879

  King Mesha drives the Israelites out of Moab c. 850

  Assyria forces Israel to pay tribute 841

  Greek script develops based on Phoenician 825–775

  Homer writes oral legends to the Trojan War and its aftermath in “Iliad” and “Odyssey” 800

Metal sculpture, carving, carpet weaving, embroidery flourishing

Musical notation and hymns written

  Olive tree introduced to Italy by the Greeks 600

  “Fables” of Aesop, a former Phrygian slave, appear c. 600
  Pythagoras, philosopher and mathematician 581-497

  Nebuchadnezzar builds the Hanging Gardens, one of the seven ancient wonders of the world (Babylon) 575
  Gautama Buddha, founder of Buddhism (India) 563-483

  Kung Fu-tse (Confucius), Chinese philosopher 551-479
  Temple of Artemis begun at Ephesus; one of the seven wonders of the ancient world 550

  Darius (Gubaru) the Mede rules in Babylon 539

  Egypt ruled by the Persians 525-405

  Roman Republic established 509

Aramaic language begins to replace Old
Hebrew in Palestine

  Indian surgeon Susrata performs
cataract operations 500

  First recorded Olympic games 776

  Eclipse of the sun visible in Mesopotamia on June 15; mentioned in Assyrian texts 763
  Traditional date for the founding of Rome 753

  Beginning of collection of “Sayings of Solomon” 725

  Indian Vedas completed (collection of religious, philosophical, and educational writings)

  Greek worship of Apollo and Dionysius (later named Bacchus)

  Assyria rules Egypt 671-652   Building begins on the Acropolis in Athens c. 650

  Draco establishes Greeks’ first written laws, famous for their “draconian” severity 621

  Lao-tse, Chinese philosopher 604-531

  Babylonian lunar year has 354 days divided into 12 months alternating between 29 and 30 days c. 600
  Persian prophet Zoroaster teaches that the world is a battleground between good and evil 600 

  Pericles 500-429

  Sophocles, Greek dramatist  496–406

  Herodotus, historian
485–424

  Socrates
470–399

  Outnumbered Greeks
hold off the Persians
at Thermopylae
for three days,
then defeat them
at Salamis 480

  The Parthenon (temple to Athena) built in Athens 447–432

  Sophocles writes “Antigone” 443

  Euripides writes “Medea”

  Peloponnesian war between Athens and Sparta 431-404

  Plato 427–347

  Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher 415

  Diogenes, Greek philosopher 411–323

  The Midrash (Jewish commentaries
on Hebrew scriptures) begins to
develop 400

  Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens) 387
  Aristotle, Greek philosopher, student of Plato, teaches Alexander the Great 384–322

  Etruscan actors present first theatrical performance in Rome 365
  Persia regains control of Egypt 342-332
  Epicurius born 340
  Aristotle forms beginnings of musical theory 340

  Alexander the Great conquers Egypt and Palestine, Hellenization begins 332
  Aristotle teaches at Athens 335

Zeno, Phoenician philosopher, begins the Stoic school of philosophy in Athens 312
  Museum and library of Alexandria formed 307

  Rome becomes a major world power in the western Mediterranean 300

  Archimedes, Greek mathematician and scientist 287–212
  Eratosthenes proposes that the earth moves around the sun 276–194
  Completion of lighthouse at Pharos, Alexandria 275
  The first Syro-Egyptian war begins 274
  Hinduism codified in India 274

  Rome’s first Punic war against Carthage; Romans control Italy 264–241
  First competitions of gladiators in Rome 264

  The second Syro-Egyptian war begins 260  The second Syro-Egyptian war begins   The second Syro-Egyptian war begins 
 Septuagint (Scriptures translated into Greek in Alexandria) c. 255

  The fourth Syro-Egyptian war begins 255
  Parchment made at Pergamum 250
  First Roman prison erected 250

  Second Punic war; Hannibal in Italy 219-201
  Great Wall of China built to keep out invaders  215
  Rome’s first Macedonian war  215–205

  Rome drives Carthaginians out of Spain 206
  The fifth Syro-Egyptian war begins, Carthage surrenders to Rome 201
  Rome’s second Macedonian war  200–196

  First stone bridge built in Rome 179

  Rome’s third Macedonian war  171–168
  Earliest paved streets in Rome c. 170

  Leap year appears in
Egyptian calendar 239

  The Syrian Seleucids begin to rule Palestine; Jewish priests on
good terms with the Seleucids 198
  Rosetta Stone Tribute to Ptolemy V  196

  The Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV tries to force Jews to
abandon their law, desecrates the temple 175-163

  The Venus of Milo sculpture c.140

Jonathan, brother of Judas Maccabeus continues revolt 160-143

  The first “Book of Maccabees” in Hebrew  c. 150
  Hasmoneans take control of the priesthood 152

  Rome’s fourth Macedonian war 150–148
Rome’s third Punic war against Carthage, ending in the
destruction of Carthage; Romans control Greece 149–146

  Simon, brother of Judas Maccabeus, governs Judea 142-135

  Emperor Wu Ti founds state religion of Confucianism (China) 136
  John Hyrcanus I, high priest in Judea 134-104

  John Hyrcanus I becomes ruler of Judea 129
  Hyrcanus repudiates the Pharisees and declares

himself a Sadducee 120
  Pharisees and Sadducees gain importance in Judea c. 112

  Virgil, Roman poet 70–19

  Cicero born 106
  Aristobulus I declares himself ruler of Judea 104-103
  Alexander Jannaeus succeeds Aristobulus as king 103-76

  Julius Caesar born 100
  Ships from China reach India for the first time 100

  Rome’s first Mithridatic war against Pontus 88–84
  Rome’s second Mithridatic war 83–81

  Oldest existing amphitheatre built at Pompeii 82
  Alexander Polyhistor writes history of the Jews 82

  Sulla dictator of Rome 82-79

  Salome Alexander 76-67

  Rome’s third Mithridatic war 75-63
  Spartacus leads slave revolt 73–71

  Horace, Roman poet, 65–8
  Pompey conquers Jerusalem for Rome 63
  Hyrcanus II, high priest 63-40

  Julius Caesar conquers Gaul (58) and Britain 54
  Cleopatra VII rules Egypt 51-31

  Julius Caesar crosses the Rubicon 49
  Pompey slain in Egypt 47
  Library of Alexandria destroyed by fire; volumes of ancient literature lost forever 47
  Julius Caesar named dictator of Rome 46

  Julius Caesar assassinated by Brutus and Cassius 44
  The second Triumvirate at Rome (Anthony, Lepidus, and Octavian ) 43
  Ovid, Roman poet, 43–18
  Battle of Philippi: Octavian and Marc Antony defeat Brutus and Cassius 42

  Herod the Great appointed king of Judea 37 BC-AD 4

  Battle of Actium, Rome controls Egypt 31

  Hillel and Shammai are the leading rabbis in Judea 30 BC-AD  10
  Octavian takes the title of Caesar Augustus 21
  Philo of Alexandria 20 BC-AD 50

  King Herod the Great dies 4

  Battle of Qarqar—Israel and Syria clash with Assyria 853

  Law Code of Hammurapi  1750

  Hittite Empire ends c. 1200

  Thutmose I builds first tomb in Valley of the Kings 1526-1512

  Parisi tribe founds small fishing village on an island in the Seine River
(beginnings of the city of Paris) 300

  The city of Ur falls c. 2004

  Aristobulus II 67-63

  Caligula becomes Roman emperor, declares himself a god 37

  Caligula assassinated, succeeded by Claudius 41

  London founded 43

  Romans invade Britain 43

  Han dynasty in China founded by Emperor Kuang Wu Ti 49

  Claudius poisoned by his wife, succeeded by Nero 54

  Nero commits suicide 68

 Trajan rules as emperor.
Under him, the Roman Empire reaches its
greatest geographical extent spreading to

Mesopotamia, Arabia, and Balkans 98–117

  Julian calendar of 365.25 days put in use; leap year introduced 46

  Hasmonian dynasty (Jewish self-rule) 164-63   Writings of apostolic fathers (early church leaders) Barnabas,
Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp 85–150

  Jewish revolt against Romans; Jerusalem captured and destroyed 70
Titus orders destruction of Jerusalem. Of the Temple Mount, only one wall (known today
as the “Western Wall”) remained. Jews and Christians flee to all parts of the empire.

World 
History
(Purple)

The Parthenon 
was built 450-
330 BC on the 
Acropolis in 
Athens. 

  Abraham c. 2166-1991 
Some scholars place Abraham’s birth at 1952 BC. In this case, biblical events through Joseph would slide 214 years later.

  Sarai (later called Sarah) 2156-2029

  Abram and Sarai are married; but are unable to have children 2121

  Abrahamic Covenant: The Lord calls Abram and Sarai to go into Canaan
  Abram and Sarai go to Egypt to avoid a famine 2089

  Sarai’s Egyptian maid Hagar gives birth to Abram’s first son, Ishmael 2080

  Ishmael c. 2080-1943

  God confirms his covenant with Abram, changes his name to Abraham (“father of a multitude”) 2067

  Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed 2067

  Isaac, son of Abraham and Sarah c. 2066-1886

  Isaac marries Rebecca 2026

  Jacob and Esau are born to Isaac and Rebecca 2005

  Jacob (Israel)  c. 2005-1859

  Abraham marries Keturah who bears him six more sons 2015

  Esau sells birthright to Jacob 1929

  Jacob flees to Haran 1929

  Jacob works for his uncle Laban for 7 years to obtain Rachel as his wife 1928-1921

  Laban tricks Jacob into marrying Rachel’s older sister, Leah. A week later Jacob marries Rachel and agrees to work another 7 years. 1921

  Jacob and Leah have six sons (Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun) and one daughter, Dinah 1921-1914

  Joseph, son of Jacob and Rachel c. 1914-1805

  Jacob wrestles with an angel. God changes his name to Israel. Benjamin is born to Jacob and Rachel. 1908

  Joseph, age 17, is his father’s favorite. Joseph’s brothers are jealous and sell him into slavery in Egypt. 1897

  Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dreams correctly and foretells 7 years of plenty followed by 7 years of famine.
Pharaoh makes Joseph a high official in Egypt. 1884

  Jacob and his family enter Egypt to escape famine and be reunited with Joseph c. 1875
       Sons of Jacob (Israel)—Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin
       Grandsons (sons of Joseph)—Manasseh, Ephraim

  Jacob dies in Egypt at age 147 1859

  Joseph dies in Egypt at age 110 1805

  The people of Israel in Egypt, part of that time in slavery c. 1875-1446

  Hebrew slavery
begins c. 1730

  Hebrew midwives ordered to destroy all Hebrew male children c. 1548

  All newborn Hebrew males are to be cast into the Nile c. 1528

  Aaron c. 1529-1407

  Moses c. 1526-1406

  Moses flees to the land of Midian 1486
  Joshua 1501-1391

  The Ten Plagues 1446

  The Israelites eat their first Passover meal and depart Egypt the following day 1446

  Parting of the Red Sea

 God gives Moses the Ten Commandments 1445
God tells Moses to write down the Law and covenants

  Tabernacle built 1445   Moses appoints Joshua as leader; death of Moses at age 120 1406

  The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab
helps spies. The Israelite males are circumcised, and the people
celebrate the Passover for the first time since the Exodus. 1405

  Conquest of Canaan completed 1400

  Era of the judges begins c. 1382-1051

  Othniel becomes judge 1382

  Ruth c. 1290

  “Low date” for the Exodus c. 1290
Some scholars date the Exodus at 1290. For a “low date” Exodus, the dates of the
Passover, wilderness wandering events, and the beginning date for the era of the
judges would slide 156 years later, compressing the dates of the judges.

  Abimelech usurps power in Israel 1177   Eli becomes priest in Shiloh c. 1100-1060
  The Philistines expand into the heart of Israel 1067

  Samuel, judge & prophet of Israel c. 1060-1020

  Saul is the king of Israel 1051-1011

  David is born 1041

  Priesthood of Abiathar 1027-972

  King Saul wins numerous victories over the Philistines and brings
prosperity to the Israelites 1026-1023

  Samuel secretly anoints David as King Saul’s successor 1023

  David kills Goliath 1022
  David and Jonathan become close friends

  King Saul turns against David and tries to kill him 1019

  Samuel dies 1013

  At Gilboa, the Philistines rout the Israelites, King Saul commits
suicide, Jonathan is slain 1011

  King David reigns 40 years, first over Judah, then over all Israel 1011-971

  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 1005

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 1003

  Solomon is born to King David and Bathsheba 996

  Nathan prophesies 991-960

  King David dies at the
age of about 69 971

  Solomon ascends the throne and
reigns 40 years 971-931

  King Solomon requests a wise and
discerning heart 971

  King Solomon begins
to build the Temple in
Jerusalem 966

  King Solomon’s
Temple
completed 960

  King Solomon
brings the Ark of
the Covenant to
the Temple 959

  King Solomon expands his territory, increases his wealth and marries many foreign women 941

  Rehoboam I becomes king of Israel and Judah 931

  Jeroboam I rebels; sets up a rival kingdom in the north 931

  Almost all of the territory conquered by King David is lost 927-917

  Israel’s King Ahab marries Phoenician princess Jezebel, a devoted worshipper of the Canaanite god Baal 870

  Elijah prophesies c. 870-845

  King Ahab builds a temple for Baal in Samaria; kills many prophets of God. 869

  Prophet Elijah challenges all the prophets of Baal to a contest on Mt. Carmel 866

  Ahaziah becomes king of Israel 853

  Jehoram becomes king of Judah (co-regent with Jehoshaphat from 853-848); he marries King Ahab’s daughter  853

  Joram (Jehoram) becomes king of Israel; during his reign, King Mesha of Moab rebels against Israel 852

  Elijah chooses Elisha as his successor 865

  Elijah is taken to heaven in a chariot of fire 845

  Elisha c. 845-800

  Syria dominates Israel 841-807

  Joash becomes king of Judah at age seven 835

  Elisha heals the leprosy of Naaman, commander of the army of Syria 832

  The temple of Baal in Jerusalem is destroyed 823

  Elisha prophesies Israel’s victory
over Syria and dies the following
year 801

  Uzziah becomes co-regent of Judah with Amaziah from 792-767

 Jonah begins his ministry 781

 Amos prophesies c. 765-754

 Hosea prophesies c. 758-725
 Micah prophesies c. 738-698

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from
other regions; they come to be called “Samaritans”.  722

  King Hezekiah revolts against Assyria and expands kingdom of Judah c. 705

  Jeremiah is born 650

 Nahum prophesies c. 658-615

 Zephaniah prophesies c. 640-626

 Jeremiah prophesies 627-582

  King Josiah institutes a restoration of the Law of Moses 622

  Nineveh, capital of Assyria, falls to Babylonians and Medes 612

  Egypt briefly takes control of Palestine 609

  Jeremiah predicts the destruction of the Temple 609

  Babylonians invade Judah 605
       Some Jews taken to Babylon

 Ezekiel, a prophet and a priest in Babylon, sees his first vision 593

 Obadiah prophesies c. 590

  Ezekiel predicts the fall of Jerusalem. 588

  King Nebuchadnezzar burns the Temple and every
substantial building in Jerusalem. More Jews are
deported to Babylon. 586

An anthology of poetic lamentations (Book of Lamentations) over Jerusalem is collected 585

  Jeremiah dies (exact date and circumstances are unknown)

  Ezekiel, after 25 years in exile, sees an elaborate vision of the Jerusalem
Temple restored and the nation of Israel reunited 573

  Zerubbabel and Joshua lead a small party of Jewish repatriates back to Palestine 538

 Zechariah prophesies c. 522-509

 Haggai prophesies c. 520

  Construction of the Temple is completed 516

  Esther becomes
queen of Persia and
later saves the Jews
of the empire from
extermination 478

  The Feast
of Purim
started
473

 Joel prophesies c. 450

  Ezra reads the Torah publicly in Jerusalem, and the people promise to
obey it. Judah becomes a theocracy led by a high priest. 444

  Nehemiah takes a small contingent of Jews back to Palestine 444

  Alexander the Great conquers Palestine as most cities and
regions surrender to him peacefully 332

  After Alexander’s death, Palestine is ruled by
Ptolemy, governor of Egypt 323-200

  The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly. 225

  The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews 200

  Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) bans obedience to the Jewish
Law. He devotes the Temple in Jerusalem to Olympian Zeus
and burns copies of the Torah 167

  The Maccabean Revolt 167-142

  Judas Maccabeus leads a revolt and his forces recapture the Temple and
begin to purify it for rededication. When it is rededicated exactly three years
after it was desecrated, the feast of Hanukkah is established. 164

  Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) dies 164
  The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis 154

  John Hyrcanus becomes high priest in Jerusalem 135
  Rome begins to expand her empire eastward 133

  The Pharisees begin to emerge as a sect 130
  Herod captures Jerusalem 37

  Herod begins to rebuild the Jerusalem Temple 20

  John the Baptist born 7-5 BC  John the Baptist born  John the Baptist born
  Jesus born in Bethlehem c. 6-4 BC
  Herod Archelaus rules Judea 4 BC–AD 6

  First year in Christian calendar (AD=Anno Domini, the year of the Lord) 1

  King Herod Antipas rules Galilee 4 BC–AD 39

 Judea becomes a Roman province; ruled by a governor 6-41, 44-46
  Jesus amazes teachers in the Temple c. AD 7

  Jesus baptized, ministry begins c. 26
  John the Baptist begins ministry c. 26

  Pontius Pilate, Governor of Judea 26-36

  John the Baptist arrested and killed by Herod Antipas 29

  Crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ c. 27-30
  Risen Christ seen by more than 500 people, ascends to heaven

  Caiaphas, High Priest 18-36

Original Christians disperse
throughout Judea and Samaria

  Stephen martyred c. 32
  Paul of Tarsus is converted 37

  Gospel preached to Gentiles 40
  Conversion of Centurion Cornelius 41
  Herod Agrippa I, King of Judea 41-44

  James the Apostle, brother of John, martyred; Peter imprisoned c. 44

  Theudas claims to be the Messiah and is executed 46

  Antioch becomes the new center of Church activity; followers of Christ first called Christians at Antioch 46

  Plutarch, Greek historian, born 46

  Paul goes to Jerusalem to consult with Peter 47
  Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus c. 47-49

  Jews, including Priscilla and Aquila, expelled from Rome 49
  Council of Jerusalem: Gentile converts not required to follow Jewish law 49

  Paul’s second missionary journey 49-51

  Peshitta translation begun, Hebrew Old Testament in Syriac Aramaic 50

  Felix, Governor of Judea 52-57
  Paul’s third missionary journey c. 52-57

  Paul’s last visit to Jerusalem 57
  Paul arrested and imprisoned in Caesarea 57

  Paul imprisoned in Rome  60
  Festus, Governor of Judea 59-62

  James, brother of Jesus, martyred 62

  Jerusalem Christians flee rather than join the Jewish revolt against Rome 66-73
  Jewish Revolt 66-73

  Peter martyred, crucified upside down in Rome 68
  Linus appointed bishop of Rome 68

  Qumran community (site of the Dead Sea Scrolls
found in 1949) destroyed by Rome 68

  Flavius Josephus writes “History of the Jewish War” 75

  Vespasian becomes Roman emperor 69
  Collapse of Jewish self-government in Judea; Jerusalem falls 70

  Colosseum in Rome built; Christians thrown to beasts 71–81
  The last stand of Jewish rebels at Masada 73

  Titus, emperor of Rome 79-81
  Anacletus, bishop of Rome, known as “blameless” 79-88
  Mt. Vesivius erupts, engulfs Pompeii 79

  Domitian emperor of Rome; Roman persecution of Christians
intensifies; Jews oust followers of Jesus from synagogues 81-96

 Book of Revelation written c. 90-96 
or c. 68-69 (See note above.)

Clement I, Bishop of Rome 88

Rise of Gnostic heresies within the church 90 
       Some gnostics deny Jesus’ humanity (Docetism), saying that he merely appeared to have a body.

Gnostics claim to have secret knowledge beyond divine revelation and faith.

“Jewish Antiquities” by Flavius Josephus written in Aramaic 94  

Emperor Domitian bans philosophers from Italy 95  

Evartistus, bishop of Rome 99  

Death of the Apostle John c. 100  

  While tending flocks on Mt. Horeb, Moses sees a burning bush. God reveals Himself to Moses as
“I AM.” God tells Moses and his brother Aaron to lead Israelites out of slavery. 1446

  The Exodus, followed by 40 years of wilderness wanderings c. 1446
This date is based on 1 Kings 6:1

 Isaiah prophesies c. 760-673

  Ezra, a priest and expert in the Jewish Law, urges radical religious reform in Judah and
condemns mixed marriages; many Jewish men divorce their non-Jewish wives c. 457

  Ptolemaic Egypt controls Palestine  331-198

  Temple and Jerusalem destroyed 586

  Gedaliah, Governor of Judah 586

  Zerubbabel and Jeshua lead the Jews to finish rebuilding the Temple 520-516

  Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written c. 200 BC-AD 100

  Julius Caesar, Crassus and Pompey form the First Triumvirate 60

  Abram stops in Haran c. 2140

  King Solomon
visited by queen
of Sheba

  King Jehoshaphat executes male prostitutes c. 850

  King Joash orders repair of the temple c. 812

  King Uzziah expands territory of Judah c. 760

  King Uzziah develops leprosy; Jotham
reigns as co-regent for ten years c. 750

  Judah invaded by the Assyrians 701

  King Hezekiah has the water tunnel cut in Jerusalem c. 701

  King Hezekiah tears down idols and high places and tries to unite all of Israel and Judah c. 715

  King Manasseh of Judah rebuilds the idols and high places
and Judah becomes a subserviant vassal of Assyria c. 686

  Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus   Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus 
 Earliest New Testament Books written c. 49

  Paul’s Journey to Rome. 57-62

  Dedication of Colosseum  80

Judges: Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah (and Barak), Gideon, Tola, Jair,
Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson, Eli, and Samuel

  Augustus emperor of Rome 27 BC-AD 14

Malachi prophesies c. 465   Pentecost 30

  Division of the kingdom into Israel (northern tribes) and Judah (southern tribes) 931  Habakkuk 608-598

 Daniel 620-540

  Paul imprisoned in Rome  
 Gospels according to Matthew and Luke 60-62

  Abram and his nephew Lot separate

  Sarah dies 2029

  Job (date unknown)

  Letters to the Corinthians 56

  Council of Jerusalem: Gentile converts not required to follow Jewish law 
 All New Testament books written  49-96

 Daniel thrown into the lion’s den c. 542

Bible 
History
(Gold)

  Babylon falls to Persia 539

  Persian King Cyrus’s Edict allows Jews to return to their land 538

  Rebuilding of Temple begins 536

 Ezra sent to Judah 457
According to Jewish tradition as well as some biblical scholars,
Ezra compiled nearly all the books that make up the Hebrew Bible.

  Nehemiah governs Judah 444-432

  Nehemiah in Babylon c. 432-430

Antioch becomes the center for Christianity 70 

  Gospel according to John written 85

  Paul martyred in Rome 64

Apostle John exiled to Patmos in the Aegean Sea
Some scholars believe John’s exile was under Domitian’s rule
(c. 85-96), and others believe it was under Nero’s rule (c. 68).
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Books of the Bible are listed by date of events on the time line.

  The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab   The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab 

celebrate the Passover for the first time since the Exodus. 

697-643697-643

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases   Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 

722
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

722
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly. 

  The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews   The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews   The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews 

  Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written 

  Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens) 

300 BC 300 BC 300 

  Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher   Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher   Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher 

  Caligula assassinated, succeeded by Claudius 

  Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest 

  Primitive Greek alphabet    Primitive Greek alphabet  
  Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages    Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages  
  Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries    Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries  

King Sargon II of 
Assyria captured 
Samaria, deporting 
people to Assyria

2000 BC2000 BC 1700 BC1700 BC
Sojourn in EgyptSojourn in Egypt

       Sons of Jacob (Israel)—Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin

  Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery 
begins begins 

  Hebrew slavery 
begins 

  Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery 
begins 

  Hebrew slavery 
c. 1730c. 1730

  City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel   City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel   City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel 

  Conquest of Canaan completed   Conquest of Canaan completed   Conquest of Canaan completed 1400
  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 

  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem   King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem   King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 

  First recorded Olympic games   First recorded Olympic games 776

King Sennacherib of Assyria 
defeated Lachish 
(2 Chronicles 32:9). He 
commemorated his victory 
in wall reliefs which covered 
some 70 linear feet in his 
palace at Nineveh.

  The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis 

The Arch of Titus in Rome shows soldiers 
carrying away the lampstand during the 
destruction of the Jewish Temple.

This ossuary (bone box) is enscribed 
with the High Priest Caiaphas’ name,  
providing historical evidence of his 
existence. 

This ancient church in 
Capernaum may have 
been the location of 
Peter’s home.

Masada;
Jewish rebels 
defended this fortress 
and committed suicide 
to avoid capture by 
the Romans.

Roman coin showing 
Emperor Nero and 
his mother Agrippina. 
Nero blamed 
Christians for a 
fire that destroyed 
much of Rome. He 
later committed suicide.

This inscription 
from the time of 
Jesus found at 
Caesarea mentions 
Pontius Pilate as 
prefect of Judea.

Emperor Tiberius was Caesar 
Augustus’ stepson. Pontius Pilate 
had an image of Tiberius carried 
through the streets of Jerusalem 
on the Day of Atonement, deeply 
offending the Jews.

Titus, the son of emperor 
Vespasian, was the general 
who plundered the Temple 
in Jerusalem (AD 70). He 
became emperor after his 
father’s death.

Mt. Vesuvius erupted and 
buried the town of Pompeii.

Caesar Augustus (also 
known as Octavian) was 
the emperor of Rome when 
Jesus was born. He was a 

brilliant and capable leader, 
and the nephew of 

Julius Caesar.

The people of 
Ephesus worshiped 
the goddess Artemis 
(Diana).

The Rosetta Stone contains the 
same inscription honoring Ptolemy V 
written in three languages: Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, Egyptian Demotic, and 
Koine Greek, allowing scholars to decode 
Egyptian characters. This portion shows 
hieroglyphics and demotic text.

Alexander the Great 
conquered most of the 

then-known world before 
his death at age 32.

This marble horse was originally part of 
a scene on the Parthenon depicting the 
goddess Selena. 

Marble horsemen 
from the Parthenon.

Socrates, Greek 
philosopher, 
was sentenced 
to death 
by drinking 
poisonous 

hemlock. He was 
charged with 
interfering with 
local religion and 
corrupting the 
youth.

The Cyrus Cylinder tells of the Persian 
king’s decree allowing captives held by the 
Babylonians to return to their lands and 
restore their temples.

Nabonidus was the last king of 
Babylonia (556-539 BC) before the 
Persian takeover. His son Belshazzar is 
mentioned in the Book of Daniel.

The Assyrians were known for fierce 
cruelty. Here they display a pile of 
heads and valuables taken from 
their captives. 

The Moabite Stone 
(Mesha Stele): The 
king of Moab brags of 
having driven out the 
Israelites from his land 
(2 Kings 3) c. 850.

Typical ivory 
decorations adorning 
furniture from the time 
of the kings of Israel.

The House of David 
Inscription is the first 
reference to King David 
recognized outside of the 
Bible.

This retaining wall and its 
terraces are possibly the 
“Millo” built in Jerusalem 
by the Jebusites and later 
rebuilt by Solomon.

Pharaoh Shishak raided 140 places in 
both Judah and Israel. The record of 
this raid is found on a relief on a wall of 
the Karnak Temple in Thebes. Here the 
Egyptian goddess Mut leads captives.

The Gihon spring was on the eastern city 
wall of Jerusalem. King David’s men were 
able to sneak into the city through a water 
tunnel the Jebusites had cut to channel the 
spring water into the city.

Seal from 
the Royal 
Court of Israel 
and Judah; this seal 
says “SHLOMO,” meaning 
Solomon in Hebrew.

This modern replica of an 
altar made of uncut stone 
shows how the Israelites 
would have sacrificed to 

the Lord. 

The Procession of the 
Trojan Horse in Troy
by Giovanni Domenico 
Tiepolo (1773). Troy is 
the same city as Troas, 
from the time of the 
Apostle Paul (Acts 16).

Columns from the 
temple that Rameses 
III built at Thebes. 
He was the last of 
the great warrior 
pharaohs of Egypt, 
ruling after the 
Israelites left Egypt for 
Canaan.

The Merneptah Stele (Israel Stele), 
dating to 1230 BC, describes 
Pharaoh’s victories over various 
enemies. One line of the stele claims 
victory over Israel in Canaan. No 
mention of that is in the Bible.

Pharaoh Rameses II: 
Some scholars believe 
he was the Pharaoh of 
the Exodus.King Tutankhamen began 

his rule at age 9, ruling 
1360-1350 BC.

Amenhotep III

The stone tower at Jericho 
dates many centuries before the 
Conquest. The tower had been 
attached to a city wall, now mostly 
eroded.

Replica of a gold mask 
Schliemann identified 

as depicting Agamemnon, 
leader of the Greek forces 

during the Trojan War, but 
actually the face of an unknown 

Mycenean ruler.
Thought to be Thutmose I.

This example 
of Egyptian 
hieroglyphics 
contains a 
cartouche 
with one of 
the pharaoh’s 
names.

Hammurapi stele
The Law Code of Hammurapi 
(Hammurabi) the King of Babylon was 
carved about 300 years before Moses and 
the Ten Commandments.

Bull’s head from 
Knossos, Crete.

This bathtub from ancient 
Knossos civilization in Crete 
is about four feet long.

Part of the Beni Hasan Egyptian Tomb 
Painting depicting a group entering 
Egypt from Canaan. The painting 
shows how people in Canaan dressed 
during the patriarchal period (here only 
women and a boy are shown).

Ancient murals at 
Knossos, dating 
300 years after 
Abraham, show the 
sophistication of 
ancient civilizations. 

Egyptian hieroglyphics

The Gilgamesh Epic tells 
the story of a massive 
flood and a hero who is 
told to build a ship and 
take along every kind of 
animal.

The date of the construction of Stonehenge in England is still 
debated. This ring is made up of stones weighing up to 50 tons 
each, brought in from an area 20 miles away.

Sculpture  on the King’s Gate at the Hittite 
capital of Hattusha. A god is depicted as a 
warrior. Until the end of the 19th century, the 
Hittites were only known from the Bible. 

Caves of 
En Gedi where 
David hid from 
King Saul.

This panel on the Black 
Obelisk of Shalmaneser 
shows King Jehu of Israel 
kneeling and presenting 
tribute to King Shalmaneser 
of Assyria.

Part of the “Standard of Ur” 
inlaid plaque found in one 
of the “Royal Tombs” at Ur. 
Ur was a prosperous city in 
the last centuries of the third 
millennium.

King Ashurnasirpal was 
the first Assyrian king to 
become aware of Israel.

This cylinder is inscribed 
with King Sennacherib of 
Assyria’s account of the 
siege of Jerusalem. Although 
he forced King Hezekiah to 
pay tribute (2 Kings 18:13-
16), he was not able take 
the city
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Bible&Christian History

The BeginningsThe Beginnings

GENESIS TO REVELATION 2200 BC - AD 100
LIFE OF JESUS TO MODERN DAY AD 1 - PRESENT

NAHOR lived for 148 years

ENOCH lived for 365 years, then God took him.

METHUSELAH lived for 969 years

LAMECH lived for 777 years

NOAH lived for 950 years (The Flood)

SHEM lived for 600 years

ARPHAXAD lived for 438 years

SALAH lived for 433 years

EBER lived for 464 years

PELEG lived for 239 years

REU lived for 239 years

SERUG lived for 230 years

TERAH lived for 205 years

ABRAHAM lived for 175 years

(The Fall) ADAM lived for 930 years*

SETH lived for 912 years

ENOS lived for 905 years

KENAN (CAINAN) lived for 910 years

MAHALALEEL lived for 895 years

JARED lived for 962 years

* The numbers in this section 
indicate the age of the person 

at death. The red lines indicate the 
life span in relationship to the others.
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Acts, James, Galatians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, Hebrews, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Romans, Ephesians, Philemon, Colossians, Titus, Philippians, 1 & 2 Timothy, 1 & 2 Peter, Jude, 1, 2 & 3 John, RevelationMatthew, Mark, Luke, JohnInter-testamental PeriodEsther, Malachi, Ezra, Joel, NehemiahNahum, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Zephaniah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Habakkuk, Obadiah, Zechariah, HaggaiJonah, Amos, Isaiah, Hosea, Micah1 Kings, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Proverbs, 2 Chronicles, 2 KingsJudges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 Chronicles, PsalmsExodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, JoshuaGenesis, Job
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New Testament

AD 1400 BC 300 BC 200 BC 100 BC 1
Land ruled by Greece & Rome

500 BC
Rebuilding JerusalemExile

900 BC 800 BC 700 BC 600 BC
Divided Kingdom

1000 BC
United Kingdom

1400 BC 1300 BC 1200 BC 1100 BC
The Conquest and the Judges

1500 BC 1400 1400 
Moses and the Exodus

1800 BC 1600 BC
Sojourn in Egypt

2200 BC 2100 BC 2000 BC 1900 BCBC
Patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, JacobCreation to Abraham

ASSYRIAN EMPIRE

  Ashurnasirpal II 883-859   Shalmaneser III 858-824

  Shamsi-Adad V 823-811

  Adad-Nirari III 810-783

  Shalmaneser IV 783-773

  Ashurdan III 772-755

  Ashur-Nirari V 754-745

  Tiglath-Pileser III 744-727

  Shalmaneser V 726-722

  Sargon II (722-705) takes Samaria, exiles people to Assyria 722

  Sennacherib 704-681
  Esarhaddon 680-669

  Asshurbanipal 668-627

  Nabopolassar I 625-605 NEO-BABYLONIAN EMPIRE
  Nebuchadnezzar II 604-562

PERSIAN EMPIRE
  Cyrus the Great 559-530

  Cambyses 529-522

  Darius I 522-486

  Xerxes I (Ahasuerus)
485-465

  Artaxerxes I 464-424
  Darius II 423-405

  Gauls sack Rome 390

  Artaxerxes
III 358-337

ALEXANDRIAN
EMPIRE

  Alexander the Great 336-323

  Ptolemy I 323-285

  Alexandrian Empire divided; Ptolemy rules Egypt, Seleucus rules
Persia and Syria, Antigonus rules Macedonia and Greece 323

  Seleucus I 312-280

  Ptolemy II 285-246
PTOLEMIES OF EGYPT

  Antiochus I 280-261

  Antiochus II 261-247
  Ptolemy III 246-221

  Ptolemy IV 221-203
  Antiochus III the Great 223-187

  Egypt independent from Persia 405-342

  Artaxerxes II 404-359

SELEUCIDS OF SYRIA

  Seleucus IV Philopator 187-175
  Antiochus IV Epiphanes 175-163

  Antiochus V Eupator 163-162
  Demetrius I Soter 162-150

  Antiochus VI 145-142

  Alexander Balas 150-145
  Demetrius II 145-140

  Antiochus VII Sidetes 138-129
  Demetrius III 129-125

  Antiochus VIII Grypus 125-96

175-163175-163   Antiochus IX Cyzicanus 116-95   Caesar Augustus (Octavian), first Roman Emperor 27 BC-AD 14
  Emperor Tiberius 14-37

  Emperor Caligula 37-41

  Emperor Claudius 41-54

  Gallio, proconsul of Achaia 51-52

  Emperor Nero 54-68
  Emperor Vespasian 69-79

  Emperor Titus 79-81
  Emperor Domitian 81-96 demands title “Lord and God”

Emperor Nerva 96-98
Emperor Trajan 98-117  Old Kingdom Pyramids built c. 2700-2200

  Middle Kingdom (11th-12th Dynasties) in Egypt; strong Pharaohs encourage farming; international trade, literature, art, and architecture flourish c. 2050-1800
  Second Intermediate Period (13th-17th Dynasties) begins c. 1800-1570

  Hyksos rule Egypt c. 1730

  Hyksos expelled from Egypt 1570

  18th Dynasty begins in Egypt 1570
Ahmose 1570-1545

  Amenhotep 1545-1529

  Thutmose 1529-1517

  Thutmose II 1517-1504

  Thutmose III 1504-1453

  Queen Hatshepshut 1504-1483

  Amenhotep II (possible pharaoh during the
Exodus, high date) 1453-1426

  Thutmose IV 1426-1416

  Amenhotep III 1416-1377

  Amenhotep IV (Ikhaton) 1377-1360

  Tutankhamen (“King Tut”) 1360-1350

  Ay 1350-1347

  Horemhab 1347-1318

  19th Dynasty begins in Egypt 1318

  Rameses I 1318-1317

  Seti I 1317-1304

  Rameses II (possible pharaoh during the Exodus, low date) 1304-1237   Shishak I 945-924

ROMAN EMPIRE

  Rome burns, Nero blames and persecutes Christians 64-68

  Claudius conquers Britain for Rome 43

  Flavius Josephus, Jewish historian  37-100

  Ptolemy V 203-181
  Emperors Galba, Otho, Vitellius 68-69

EGYPT

EGYPTIAN DYNASTIES AND PHARAOHS

 Earliest forms of writing c. 3200  First ziggurats built by Ur-Nammu c. 2112-2095

Middle Eastern
Rulers and Empires

  Jeroboam I 931-910

 Nadab 910-909
 Zimri 885
 Tibni 885-880

 Baasha 909-886

 Omri 885-874

 Elah 886-885

 Ahab 874-853

 Ahaziah 853-852

 Joram (Jehoram) 852-841
 Jehu 841-814

 Jehoahaz 814-798
 Jehoash 798-782  Menahem 752-742

 Pekah 752-732 Jeroboam II 793-753

 Zechariah 753

 Shallum 752

 Queen Athaliah 841-835

 Joash 835-796

 Ahaziah 841

 King Solomon reigns c. 971-931

 Jehoshaphat 873-848
Jehoram (Joram) 853-841  Amaziah 796-767

 Uzziah (Azariah) 792-740
 Jotham 750-732  Hezekiah 716-687

 Pekahiah 742-740

 Hoshea
732-722

 Rehoboam I 931-913  Abijah 913-911

 Asa 911-870
 Ahaz (Jehoahaz) 735-716  Manasseh 697-643

 Amon 643-641
 Josiah 641-609  Jehoiakim (Eliakim) 609Kings of Judah 

(Southern)

Kings of Israel 
(Northern)

  King Saul reigns c. 1051-1011  King David reigns c. 1011-971
 Jehoahaz (Shallum) 609

598-597  Jehoiachin
597-586  Zedekiah

  The Hittites, Indo-European tribes from Asia Minor, form a single kingdom  2000-1200

  Babylonians use geometry in astronomic measurements; identify signs of the zodiac  c. 2000

  Four basic elements identified in India: earth, air, fire, and water  c. 2000

  Beginning of Semitic alphabet 2000

  Indoor bathroom plumbing first used in Crete 2000

  Stonehenge, England, is center of religious worship 2000

  Oldest form of novel written in Egypt 1991
  Mortuary temple (“labyrinth”) built by

Amenemhet III in Egypt c. 1870

  Hammurapi (Hammurabi) reigns in 
Babylon 1792-1750

  First Chinese dictionary contains 
40,000 characters 1717

  Hittites sack Babylon 1595

  Primitive Greek alphabet c. 1500

  Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages  c. 1500

  Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries c. 1500

  Leprosy in India and Egypt  c. 1500

  Founding of the city of Corinth  c. 1500

  The “Book of the Dead,” 18th Egyptian dynasty religious documents c. 1550

  Shang dynasty in China c. 1450-1027

  Merneptah 1237-1227

  Pharaoh Merneptah’s victory stele mentions Israel for the first time in non-biblical history 1230

  Iron Age begins c. 1200

  Olmec culture in Mexico marked by massive basalt sculptures c. 1200

  Trojan War begins c.1190

  Conquest of Troy (traditional date in Greek literature) 1184

  Egypt’s power begins to decline c. 1164

  Chou Dynasty begins in China c. 1150-256

  Tiglath-Pileser I rules Assyria 1114-1076

Beginning of Hebrew literature: Song of Deborah
Era of classic paganism in Greece
Caste system develops in India; pantheistic religion teaches identity of self, reincarnation
Professional musicians sing and play at religious ceremonies in Israel

  The Philistines bring the ability to smelt iron when they enter Canaan 1050

  Refrigeration developed: Chinese use block ice cut in winter and stored 1000

  Mayan Dynasties founded in Central America c. 1000
  Tribe of Latins settles for the first time near the Tiber River, Italy 1000

  Hyram, King of Tyre c. 978-944 

  City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel 879

  King Mesha drives the Israelites out of Moab c. 850

  Assyria forces Israel to pay tribute 841

  Greek script develops based on Phoenician 825–775

  Homer writes oral legends to the Trojan War and its aftermath in “Iliad” and “Odyssey” 800

Metal sculpture, carving, carpet weaving, embroidery flourishing

Musical notation and hymns written

  Olive tree introduced to Italy by the Greeks 600

  “Fables” of Aesop, a former Phrygian slave, appear c. 600
  Pythagoras, philosopher and mathematician 581-497

  Nebuchadnezzar builds the Hanging Gardens, one of the seven ancient wonders of the world (Babylon) 575
  Gautama Buddha, founder of Buddhism (India) 563-483

  Kung Fu-tse (Confucius), Chinese philosopher 551-479
  Temple of Artemis begun at Ephesus; one of the seven wonders of the ancient world 550

  Darius (Gubaru) the Mede rules in Babylon 539

  Egypt ruled by the Persians 525-405

  Roman Republic established 509

Aramaic language begins to replace Old
Hebrew in Palestine

  Indian surgeon Susrata performs
cataract operations 500

  First recorded Olympic games 776

  Eclipse of the sun visible in Mesopotamia on June 15; mentioned in Assyrian texts 763
  Traditional date for the founding of Rome 753

  Beginning of collection of “Sayings of Solomon” 725

  Indian Vedas completed (collection of religious, philosophical, and educational writings)

  Greek worship of Apollo and Dionysius (later named Bacchus)

  Assyria rules Egypt 671-652   Building begins on the Acropolis in Athens c. 650

  Draco establishes Greeks’ first written laws, famous for their “draconian” severity 621

  Lao-tse, Chinese philosopher 604-531

  Babylonian lunar year has 354 days divided into 12 months alternating between 29 and 30 days c. 600
  Persian prophet Zoroaster teaches that the world is a battleground between good and evil 600 

  Pericles 500-429

  Sophocles, Greek dramatist  496–406

  Herodotus, historian
485–424

  Socrates
470–399

  Outnumbered Greeks
hold off the Persians
at Thermopylae
for three days,
then defeat them
at Salamis 480

  The Parthenon (temple to Athena) built in Athens 447–432

  Sophocles writes “Antigone” 443

  Euripides writes “Medea”

  Peloponnesian war between Athens and Sparta 431-404

  Plato 427–347

  Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher 415

  Diogenes, Greek philosopher 411–323

  The Midrash (Jewish commentaries
on Hebrew scriptures) begins to
develop 400

  Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens) 387
  Aristotle, Greek philosopher, student of Plato, teaches Alexander the Great 384–322

  Etruscan actors present first theatrical performance in Rome 365
  Persia regains control of Egypt 342-332
  Epicurius born 340
  Aristotle forms beginnings of musical theory 340

  Alexander the Great conquers Egypt and Palestine, Hellenization begins 332
  Aristotle teaches at Athens 335

Zeno, Phoenician philosopher, begins the Stoic school of philosophy in Athens 312
  Museum and library of Alexandria formed 307

  Rome becomes a major world power in the western Mediterranean 300

  Archimedes, Greek mathematician and scientist 287–212
  Eratosthenes proposes that the earth moves around the sun 276–194
  Completion of lighthouse at Pharos, Alexandria 275
  The first Syro-Egyptian war begins 274
  Hinduism codified in India 274

  Rome’s first Punic war against Carthage; Romans control Italy 264–241
  First competitions of gladiators in Rome 264

  The second Syro-Egyptian war begins 260  The second Syro-Egyptian war begins   The second Syro-Egyptian war begins 
 Septuagint (Scriptures translated into Greek in Alexandria) c. 255

  The fourth Syro-Egyptian war begins 255
  Parchment made at Pergamum 250
  First Roman prison erected 250

  Second Punic war; Hannibal in Italy 219-201
  Great Wall of China built to keep out invaders  215
  Rome’s first Macedonian war  215–205

  Rome drives Carthaginians out of Spain 206
  The fifth Syro-Egyptian war begins, Carthage surrenders to Rome 201
  Rome’s second Macedonian war  200–196

  First stone bridge built in Rome 179

  Rome’s third Macedonian war  171–168
  Earliest paved streets in Rome c. 170

  Leap year appears in
Egyptian calendar 239

  The Syrian Seleucids begin to rule Palestine; Jewish priests on
good terms with the Seleucids 198
  Rosetta Stone Tribute to Ptolemy V  196

  The Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV tries to force Jews to
abandon their law, desecrates the temple 175-163

  The Venus of Milo sculpture c.140

Jonathan, brother of Judas Maccabeus continues revolt 160-143

  The first “Book of Maccabees” in Hebrew  c. 150
  Hasmoneans take control of the priesthood 152

  Rome’s fourth Macedonian war 150–148
Rome’s third Punic war against Carthage, ending in the
destruction of Carthage; Romans control Greece 149–146

  Simon, brother of Judas Maccabeus, governs Judea 142-135

  Emperor Wu Ti founds state religion of Confucianism (China) 136
  John Hyrcanus I, high priest in Judea 134-104

  John Hyrcanus I becomes ruler of Judea 129
  Hyrcanus repudiates the Pharisees and declares

himself a Sadducee 120
  Pharisees and Sadducees gain importance in Judea c. 112

  Virgil, Roman poet 70–19

  Cicero born 106
  Aristobulus I declares himself ruler of Judea 104-103
  Alexander Jannaeus succeeds Aristobulus as king 103-76

  Julius Caesar born 100
  Ships from China reach India for the first time 100

  Rome’s first Mithridatic war against Pontus 88–84
  Rome’s second Mithridatic war 83–81

  Oldest existing amphitheatre built at Pompeii 82
  Alexander Polyhistor writes history of the Jews 82

  Sulla dictator of Rome 82-79

  Salome Alexander 76-67

  Rome’s third Mithridatic war 75-63
  Spartacus leads slave revolt 73–71

  Horace, Roman poet, 65–8
  Pompey conquers Jerusalem for Rome 63
  Hyrcanus II, high priest 63-40

  Julius Caesar conquers Gaul (58) and Britain 54
  Cleopatra VII rules Egypt 51-31

  Julius Caesar crosses the Rubicon 49
  Pompey slain in Egypt 47
  Library of Alexandria destroyed by fire; volumes of ancient literature lost forever 47
  Julius Caesar named dictator of Rome 46

  Julius Caesar assassinated by Brutus and Cassius 44
  The second Triumvirate at Rome (Anthony, Lepidus, and Octavian ) 43
  Ovid, Roman poet, 43–18
  Battle of Philippi: Octavian and Marc Antony defeat Brutus and Cassius 42

  Herod the Great appointed king of Judea 37 BC-AD 4

  Battle of Actium, Rome controls Egypt 31

  Hillel and Shammai are the leading rabbis in Judea 30 BC-AD  10
  Octavian takes the title of Caesar Augustus 21
  Philo of Alexandria 20 BC-AD 50

  King Herod the Great dies 4

  Battle of Qarqar—Israel and Syria clash with Assyria 853

  Law Code of Hammurapi  1750

  Hittite Empire ends c. 1200

  Thutmose I builds first tomb in Valley of the Kings 1526-1512

  Parisi tribe founds small fishing village on an island in the Seine River
(beginnings of the city of Paris) 300

  The city of Ur falls c. 2004

  Aristobulus II 67-63

  Caligula becomes Roman emperor, declares himself a god 37

  Caligula assassinated, succeeded by Claudius 41

  London founded 43

  Romans invade Britain 43

  Han dynasty in China founded by Emperor Kuang Wu Ti 49

  Claudius poisoned by his wife, succeeded by Nero 54

  Nero commits suicide 68

 Trajan rules as emperor.
Under him, the Roman Empire reaches its
greatest geographical extent spreading to

Mesopotamia, Arabia, and Balkans 98–117

  Julian calendar of 365.25 days put in use; leap year introduced 46

  Hasmonian dynasty (Jewish self-rule) 164-63   Writings of apostolic fathers (early church leaders) Barnabas,
Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp 85–150

  Jewish revolt against Romans; Jerusalem captured and destroyed 70
Titus orders destruction of Jerusalem. Of the Temple Mount, only one wall (known today
as the “Western Wall”) remained. Jews and Christians flee to all parts of the empire.

World 
History
(Purple)

The Parthenon 
was built 450-
330 BC on the 
Acropolis in 
Athens. 

  Abraham c. 2166-1991 
Some scholars place Abraham’s birth at 1952 BC. In this case, biblical events through Joseph would slide 214 years later.

  Sarai (later called Sarah) 2156-2029

  Abram and Sarai are married; but are unable to have children 2121

  Abrahamic Covenant: The Lord calls Abram and Sarai to go into Canaan
  Abram and Sarai go to Egypt to avoid a famine 2089

  Sarai’s Egyptian maid Hagar gives birth to Abram’s first son, Ishmael 2080

  Ishmael c. 2080-1943

  God confirms his covenant with Abram, changes his name to Abraham (“father of a multitude”) 2067

  Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed 2067

  Isaac, son of Abraham and Sarah c. 2066-1886

  Isaac marries Rebecca 2026

  Jacob and Esau are born to Isaac and Rebecca 2005

  Jacob (Israel) c. 2005-1859

  Abraham marries Keturah who bears him six more sons 2015

  Esau sells birthright to Jacob 1929

  Jacob flees to Haran 1929

  Jacob works for his uncle Laban for 7 years to obtain Rachel as his wife 1928-1921

  Laban tricks Jacob into marrying Rachel’s older sister, Leah. A week later Jacob marries Rachel and agrees to work another 7 years. 1921

  Jacob and Leah have six sons (Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun) and one daughter, Dinah 1921-1914

  Joseph, son of Jacob and Rachel c. 1914-1805

  Jacob wrestles with an angel. God changes his name to Israel. Benjamin is born to Jacob and Rachel. 1908

  Joseph, age 17, is his father’s favorite. Joseph’s brothers are jealous and sell him into slavery in Egypt. 1897

  Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dreams correctly and foretells 7 years of plenty followed by 7 years of famine. 
Pharaoh makes Joseph a high official in Egypt. 1884

  Jacob and his family enter Egypt to escape famine and be reunited with Joseph c. 1875
       Sons of Jacob (Israel)—Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin
       Grandsons (sons of Joseph)—Manasseh, Ephraim

  Jacob dies in Egypt at age 147 1859

  Joseph dies in Egypt at age 110 1805

  The people of Israel in Egypt, part of that time in slavery c. 1875-1446

  Hebrew slavery 
begins c. 1730

  Hebrew midwives ordered to destroy all Hebrew male children c. 1548

  All newborn Hebrew males are to be cast into the Nile c. 1528

  Aaron c. 1529-1407

  Moses c. 1526-1406

  Moses flees to the land of Midian 1486
  Joshua 1501-1391

  The Ten Plagues 1446

  The Israelites eat their first Passover meal and depart Egypt the following day 1446

  Parting of the Red Sea

 God gives Moses the Ten Commandments 1445
God tells Moses to write down the Law and covenants

  Tabernacle built 1445   Moses appoints Joshua as leader; death of Moses at age 120 1406

  The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab
helps spies. The Israelite males are circumcised, and the people
celebrate the Passover for the first time since the Exodus. 1405

  Conquest of Canaan completed 1400

  Era of the judges begins c. 1382-1051

  Othniel becomes judge 1382

  Ruth c. 1290

  “Low date” for the Exodus c. 1290
Some scholars date the Exodus at 1290. For a “low date” Exodus, the dates of the
Passover, wilderness wandering events, and the beginning date for the era of the
judges would slide 156 years later, compressing the dates of the judges.

  Abimelech usurps power in Israel 1177   Eli becomes priest in Shiloh c. 1100-1060
  The Philistines expand into the heart of Israel 1067

  Samuel, judge & prophet of Israel c. 1060-1020

  Saul is the king of Israel 1051-1011

  David is born 1041

  Priesthood of Abiathar 1027-972

  King Saul wins numerous victories over the Philistines and brings
prosperity to the Israelites 1026-1023

  Samuel secretly anoints David as King Saul’s successor 1023

  David kills Goliath 1022
  David and Jonathan become close friends

  King Saul turns against David and tries to kill him 1019

  Samuel dies 1013

  At Gilboa, the Philistines rout the Israelites, King Saul commits
suicide, Jonathan is slain 1011

  King David reigns 40 years, first over Judah, then over all Israel 1011-971

  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 1005

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 1003

  Solomon is born to King David and Bathsheba 996

  Nathan prophesies 991-960

  King David dies at the
age of about 69 971

  Solomon ascends the throne and
reigns 40 years 971-931

  King Solomon requests a wise and
discerning heart 971

  King Solomon begins
to build the Temple in
Jerusalem 966

  King Solomon’s
Temple
completed 960

  King Solomon
brings the Ark of
the Covenant to
the Temple 959

  King Solomon expands his territory, increases his wealth and marries many foreign women 941

  Rehoboam I becomes king of Israel and Judah 931

  Jeroboam I rebels; sets up a rival kingdom in the north 931

  Almost all of the territory conquered by King David is lost 927-917

  Israel’s King Ahab marries Phoenician princess Jezebel, a devoted worshipper of the Canaanite god Baal 870

  Elijah prophesies c. 870-845

  King Ahab builds a temple for Baal in Samaria; kills many prophets of God. 869

  Prophet Elijah challenges all the prophets of Baal to a contest on Mt. Carmel 866

  Ahaziah becomes king of Israel 853

  Jehoram becomes king of Judah (co-regent with Jehoshaphat from 853-848); he marries King Ahab’s daughter  853

  Joram (Jehoram) becomes king of Israel; during his reign, King Mesha of Moab rebels against Israel 852

  Elijah chooses Elisha as his successor 865

  Elijah is taken to heaven in a chariot of fire 845

  Elisha c. 845-800

  Syria dominates Israel 841-807

  Joash becomes king of Judah at age seven 835

  Elisha heals the leprosy of Naaman, commander of the army of Syria 832

  The temple of Baal in Jerusalem is destroyed 823

  Elisha prophesies Israel’s victory
over Syria and dies the following
year 801

  Uzziah becomes co-regent of Judah with Amaziah from 792-767

 Jonah begins his ministry 781

 Amos prophesies c. 765-754

 Hosea prophesies c. 758-725
 Micah prophesies c. 738-698

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from
other regions; they come to be called “Samaritans”.  722

  King Hezekiah revolts against Assyria and expands kingdom of Judah c. 705

  Jeremiah is born 650

 Nahum prophesies c. 658-615

 Zephaniah prophesies c. 640-626

 Jeremiah prophesies 627-582

  King Josiah institutes a restoration of the Law of Moses 622

  Nineveh, capital of Assyria, falls to Babylonians and Medes 612

  Egypt briefly takes control of Palestine 609

  Jeremiah predicts the destruction of the Temple 609

  Babylonians invade Judah 605
       Some Jews taken to Babylon

 Ezekiel, a prophet and a priest in Babylon, sees his first vision 593

 Obadiah prophesies c. 590

  Ezekiel predicts the fall of Jerusalem. 588

  King Nebuchadnezzar burns the Temple and every
substantial building in Jerusalem. More Jews are
deported to Babylon. 586

An anthology of poetic lamentations (Book of Lamentations) over Jerusalem is collected 585

  Jeremiah dies (exact date and circumstances are unknown)

  Ezekiel, after 25 years in exile, sees an elaborate vision of the Jerusalem
Temple restored and the nation of Israel reunited 573

  Zerubbabel and Joshua lead a small party of Jewish repatriates back to Palestine 538

 Zechariah prophesies c. 522-509

 Haggai prophesies c. 520

  Construction of the Temple is completed 516

  Esther becomes
queen of Persia and
later saves the Jews
of the empire from
extermination 478

  The Feast
of Purim
started
473

 Joel prophesies c. 450

  Ezra reads the Torah publicly in Jerusalem, and the people promise to
obey it. Judah becomes a theocracy led by a high priest. 444

  Nehemiah takes a small contingent of Jews back to Palestine 444

  Alexander the Great conquers Palestine as most cities and
regions surrender to him peacefully 332

  After Alexander’s death, Palestine is ruled by
Ptolemy, governor of Egypt 323-200

  The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly. 225

  The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews 200

  Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) bans obedience to the Jewish
Law. He devotes the Temple in Jerusalem to Olympian Zeus
and burns copies of the Torah 167

  The Maccabean Revolt 167-142

  Judas Maccabeus leads a revolt and his forces recapture the Temple and
begin to purify it for rededication. When it is rededicated exactly three years
after it was desecrated, the feast of Hanukkah is established. 164

  Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) dies 164
  The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis 154

  John Hyrcanus becomes high priest in Jerusalem 135
  Rome begins to expand her empire eastward 133

  The Pharisees begin to emerge as a sect 130
  Herod captures Jerusalem 37

  Herod begins to rebuild the Jerusalem Temple 20

  John the Baptist born 7-5 BC  John the Baptist born  John the Baptist born
  Jesus born in Bethlehem c. 6-4 BC
  Herod Archelaus rules Judea 4 BC–AD 6

  First year in Christian calendar (AD=Anno Domini, the year of the Lord) 1

  King Herod Antipas rules Galilee 4 BC–AD 39

 Judea becomes a Roman province; ruled by a governor 6-41, 44-46
  Jesus amazes teachers in the Temple c. AD 7

  Jesus baptized, ministry begins c. 26
  John the Baptist begins ministry c. 26

  Pontius Pilate, Governor of Judea 26-36

  John the Baptist arrested and killed by Herod Antipas 29

  Crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ c. 27-30
  Risen Christ seen by more than 500 people, ascends to heaven

  Caiaphas, High Priest 18-36

Original Christians disperse
throughout Judea and Samaria

  Stephen martyred c. 32
  Paul of Tarsus is converted 37

  Gospel preached to Gentiles 40
  Conversion of Centurion Cornelius 41
  Herod Agrippa I, King of Judea 41-44

  James the Apostle, brother of John, martyred; Peter imprisoned c. 44

  Theudas claims to be the Messiah and is executed 46

  Antioch becomes the new center of Church activity; followers of Christ first called Christians at Antioch 46

  Plutarch, Greek historian, born 46

  Paul goes to Jerusalem to consult with Peter 47
  Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus c. 47-49

  Jews, including Priscilla and Aquila, expelled from Rome 49
  Council of Jerusalem: Gentile converts not required to follow Jewish law 49

  Paul’s second missionary journey 49-51

  Peshitta translation begun, Hebrew Old Testament in Syriac Aramaic 50

  Felix, Governor of Judea 52-57
  Paul’s third missionary journey c. 52-57

  Paul’s last visit to Jerusalem 57
  Paul arrested and imprisoned in Caesarea 57

  Paul imprisoned in Rome  60
  Festus, Governor of Judea 59-62

  James, brother of Jesus, martyred 62

  Jerusalem Christians flee rather than join the Jewish revolt against Rome 66-73
  Jewish Revolt 66-73

  Peter martyred, crucified upside down in Rome 68
  Linus appointed bishop of Rome 68

  Qumran community (site of the Dead Sea Scrolls
found in 1949) destroyed by Rome 68

  Flavius Josephus writes “History of the Jewish War” 75

  Vespasian becomes Roman emperor 69
  Collapse of Jewish self-government in Judea; Jerusalem falls 70

  Colosseum in Rome built; Christians thrown to beasts 71–81
  The last stand of Jewish rebels at Masada 73

  Titus, emperor of Rome 79-81
  Anacletus, bishop of Rome, known as “blameless” 79-88
  Mt. Vesivius erupts, engulfs Pompeii 79

  Domitian emperor of Rome; Roman persecution of Christians
intensifies; Jews oust followers of Jesus from synagogues 81-96

 Book of Revelation written c. 90-96 
or c. 68-69 (See note above.)

Clement I, Bishop of Rome 88

Rise of Gnostic heresies within the church 90 
       Some gnostics deny Jesus’ humanity (Docetism), saying that he merely appeared to have a body.

Gnostics claim to have secret knowledge beyond divine revelation and faith.

“Jewish Antiquities” by Flavius Josephus written in Aramaic 94  

Emperor Domitian bans philosophers from Italy 95  

Evartistus, bishop of Rome 99  

Death of the Apostle John c. 100  

  While tending flocks on Mt. Horeb, Moses sees a burning bush. God reveals Himself to Moses as
“I AM.” God tells Moses and his brother Aaron to lead Israelites out of slavery. 1446

  The Exodus, followed by 40 years of wilderness wanderings c. 1446
This date is based on 1 Kings 6:1

 Isaiah prophesies c. 760-673

  Ezra, a priest and expert in the Jewish Law, urges radical religious reform in Judah and
condemns mixed marriages; many Jewish men divorce their non-Jewish wives c. 457

  Ptolemaic Egypt controls Palestine  331-198

  Temple and Jerusalem destroyed 586

  Gedaliah, Governor of Judah 586

  Zerubbabel and Jeshua lead the Jews to finish rebuilding the Temple 520-516

  Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written c. 200 BC-AD 100

  Julius Caesar, Crassus and Pompey form the First Triumvirate 60

  Abram stops in Haran c. 2140

  King Solomon
visited by queen
of Sheba

  King Jehoshaphat executes male prostitutes c. 850

  King Joash orders repair of the temple c. 812

  King Uzziah expands territory of Judah c. 760

  King Uzziah develops leprosy; Jotham
reigns as co-regent for ten years c. 750

  Judah invaded by the Assyrians 701

  King Hezekiah has the water tunnel cut in Jerusalem c. 701

  King Hezekiah tears down idols and high places and tries to unite all of Israel and Judah c. 715

  King Manasseh of Judah rebuilds the idols and high places
and Judah becomes a subserviant vassal of Assyria c. 686

  Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus   Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus 
 Earliest New Testament Books written c. 49

  Paul’s Journey to Rome. 57-62

  Dedication of Colosseum  80

Judges: Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah (and Barak), Gideon, Tola, Jair,
Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson, Eli, and Samuel

  Augustus emperor of Rome 27 BC-AD 14

Malachi prophesies c. 465   Pentecost 30

  Division of the kingdom into Israel (northern tribes) and Judah (southern tribes) 931  Habakkuk 608-598

 Daniel 620-540

  Paul imprisoned in Rome  
 Gospels according to Matthew and Luke 60-62

  Abram and his nephew Lot separate

  Sarah dies 2029

  Job (date unknown)

  Letters to the Corinthians 56

  Council of Jerusalem: Gentile converts not required to follow Jewish law 
 All New Testament books written  49-96

 Daniel thrown into the lion’s den c. 542

Bible 
History
(Gold)

  Babylon falls to Persia 539

  Persian King Cyrus’s Edict allows Jews to return to their land 538

  Rebuilding of Temple begins 536

 Ezra sent to Judah 457
According to Jewish tradition as well as some biblical scholars,
Ezra compiled nearly all the books that make up the Hebrew Bible.

  Nehemiah governs Judah 444-432

  Nehemiah in Babylon c. 432-430

Antioch becomes the center for Christianity 70 

  Gospel according to John written 85

  Paul martyred in Rome 64

Apostle John exiled to Patmos in the Aegean Sea
Some scholars believe John’s exile was under Domitian’s rule
(c. 85-96), and others believe it was under Nero’s rule (c. 68).
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Books of the Bible are listed by date of events on the time line.

  The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab   The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab 

celebrate the Passover for the first time since the Exodus. 

697-643697-643

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases   Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 

722
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

722
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly. 

  The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews   The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews   The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews 

  Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written 

  Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens) 

300 BC 300 BC 300 

  Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher   Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher   Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher 

  Caligula assassinated, succeeded by Claudius 

  Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest 

  Primitive Greek alphabet    Primitive Greek alphabet  
  Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages    Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages  
  Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries    Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries  

King Sargon II of 
Assyria captured 
Samaria, deporting 
people to Assyria

2000 BC2000 BC 1700 BC1700 BC
Sojourn in EgyptSojourn in Egypt

       Sons of Jacob (Israel)—Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin

  Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery 
begins begins 

  Hebrew slavery 
begins 

  Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery 
begins 

  Hebrew slavery 
c. 1730c. 1730

  City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel   City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel   City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel 

  Conquest of Canaan completed   Conquest of Canaan completed   Conquest of Canaan completed 1400
  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 

  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem   King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem   King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 

  First recorded Olympic games   First recorded Olympic games 776

King Sennacherib of Assyria 
defeated Lachish 
(2 Chronicles 32:9). He 
commemorated his victory 
in wall reliefs which covered 
some 70 linear feet in his 
palace at Nineveh.

  The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis 

The Arch of Titus in Rome shows soldiers 
carrying away the lampstand during the 
destruction of the Jewish Temple.

This ossuary (bone box) is enscribed 
with the High Priest Caiaphas’ name,  
providing historical evidence of his 
existence. 

This ancient church in 
Capernaum may have 
been the location of 
Peter’s home.

Masada;
Jewish rebels 
defended this fortress 
and committed suicide 
to avoid capture by 
the Romans.

Roman coin showing 
Emperor Nero and 
his mother Agrippina. 
Nero blamed 
Christians for a 
fire that destroyed 
much of Rome. He 
later committed suicide.

This inscription 
from the time of 
Jesus found at 
Caesarea mentions 
Pontius Pilate as 
prefect of Judea.

Emperor Tiberius was Caesar 
Augustus’ stepson. Pontius Pilate 
had an image of Tiberius carried 
through the streets of Jerusalem 
on the Day of Atonement, deeply 
offending the Jews.

Titus, the son of emperor 
Vespasian, was the general 
who plundered the Temple 
in Jerusalem (AD 70). He 
became emperor after his 
father’s death.

Mt. Vesuvius erupted and 
buried the town of Pompeii.

Caesar Augustus (also 
known as Octavian) was 
the emperor of Rome when 
Jesus was born. He was a 

brilliant and capable leader, 
and the nephew of 

Julius Caesar.

The people of 
Ephesus worshiped 
the goddess Artemis 
(Diana).

The Rosetta Stone contains the 
same inscription honoring Ptolemy V 
written in three languages: Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, Egyptian Demotic, and 
Koine Greek, allowing scholars to decode 
Egyptian characters. This portion shows 
hieroglyphics and demotic text.

Alexander the Great 
conquered most of the 

then-known world before 
his death at age 32.

This marble horse was originally part of 
a scene on the Parthenon depicting the 
goddess Selena. 

Marble horsemen 
from the Parthenon.

Socrates, Greek 
philosopher, 
was sentenced 
to death 
by drinking 
poisonous 

hemlock. He was 
charged with 
interfering with 
local religion and 
corrupting the 
youth.

The Cyrus Cylinder tells of the Persian 
king’s decree allowing captives held by the 
Babylonians to return to their lands and 
restore their temples.

Nabonidus was the last king of 
Babylonia (556-539 BC) before the 
Persian takeover. His son Belshazzar is 
mentioned in the Book of Daniel.

The Assyrians were known for fierce 
cruelty. Here they display a pile of 
heads and valuables taken from 
their captives. 

The Moabite Stone 
(Mesha Stele): The 
king of Moab brags of 
having driven out the 
Israelites from his land 
(2 Kings 3) c. 850.

Typical ivory 
decorations adorning 
furniture from the time 
of the kings of Israel.

The House of David 
Inscription is the first 
reference to King David 
recognized outside of the 
Bible.

This retaining wall and its 
terraces are possibly the 
“Millo” built in Jerusalem 
by the Jebusites and later 
rebuilt by Solomon.

Pharaoh Shishak raided 140 places in 
both Judah and Israel. The record of 
this raid is found on a relief on a wall of 
the Karnak Temple in Thebes. Here the 
Egyptian goddess Mut leads captives.

The Gihon spring was on the eastern city 
wall of Jerusalem. King David’s men were 
able to sneak into the city through a water 
tunnel the Jebusites had cut to channel the 
spring water into the city.

Seal from 
the Royal 
Court of Israel 
and Judah; this seal 
says “SHLOMO,” meaning 
Solomon in Hebrew.

This modern replica of an 
altar made of uncut stone 
shows how the Israelites 
would have sacrificed to 

the Lord. 

The Procession of the 
Trojan Horse in Troy
by Giovanni Domenico 
Tiepolo (1773). Troy is 
the same city as Troas, 
from the time of the 
Apostle Paul (Acts 16).

Columns from the 
temple that Rameses 
III built at Thebes. 
He was the last of 
the great warrior 
pharaohs of Egypt, 
ruling after the 
Israelites left Egypt for 
Canaan.

The Merneptah Stele (Israel Stele), 
dating to 1230 BC, describes 
Pharaoh’s victories over various 
enemies. One line of the stele claims 
victory over Israel in Canaan. No 
mention of that is in the Bible.

Pharaoh Rameses II: 
Some scholars believe 
he was the Pharaoh of 
the Exodus.King Tutankhamen began 

his rule at age 9, ruling 
1360-1350 BC.

Amenhotep III

The stone tower at Jericho 
dates many centuries before the 
Conquest. The tower had been 
attached to a city wall, now mostly 
eroded.

Replica of a gold mask 
Schliemann identified 

as depicting Agamemnon, 
leader of the Greek forces 

during the Trojan War, but 
actually the face of an unknown 

Mycenean ruler.
Thought to be Thutmose I.

This example 
of Egyptian 
hieroglyphics 
contains a 
cartouche 
with one of 
the pharaoh’s 
names.

Hammurapi stele
The Law Code of Hammurapi 
(Hammurabi) the King of Babylon was 
carved about 300 years before Moses and 
the Ten Commandments.

Bull’s head from 
Knossos, Crete.

This bathtub from ancient 
Knossos civilization in Crete 
is about four feet long.

Part of the Beni Hasan Egyptian Tomb 
Painting depicting a group entering 
Egypt from Canaan. The painting 
shows how people in Canaan dressed 
during the patriarchal period (here only 
women and a boy are shown).

Ancient murals at 
Knossos, dating 
300 years after 
Abraham, show the 
sophistication of 
ancient civilizations. 

Egyptian hieroglyphics

The Gilgamesh Epic tells 
the story of a massive 
flood and a hero who is 
told to build a ship and 
take along every kind of 
animal.

The date of the construction of Stonehenge in England is still 
debated. This ring is made up of stones weighing up to 50 tons 
each, brought in from an area 20 miles away.

Sculpture  on the King’s Gate at the Hittite 
capital of Hattusha. A god is depicted as a 
warrior. Until the end of the 19th century, the 
Hittites were only known from the Bible. 

Caves of 
En Gedi where 
David hid from 
King Saul.

This panel on the Black 
Obelisk of Shalmaneser 
shows King Jehu of Israel 
kneeling and presenting 
tribute to King Shalmaneser 
of Assyria.

Part of the “Standard of Ur” 
inlaid plaque found in one 
of the “Royal Tombs” at Ur. 
Ur was a prosperous city in 
the last centuries of the third 
millennium.

King Ashurnasirpal was 
the first Assyrian king to 
become aware of Israel.

This cylinder is inscribed 
with King Sennacherib of 
Assyria’s account of the 
siege of Jerusalem. Although 
he forced King Hezekiah to 
pay tribute (2 Kings 18:13-
16), he was not able take 
the city
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ZEV RADOVAN, JERUSALEM

ARVEL WITTE
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JOHN MCRAY
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Church Council King of Israel World History 
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 Time Lines

 Bible Development  Key Person 

 Time Lines Time Lines Time Lines Time Lines Time Lines
Bible&Christian History

The BeginningsThe Beginnings

GENESIS TO REVELATION 2200 BC - AD 100
LIFE OF JESUS TO MODERN DAY AD 1 - PRESENT

NAHOR lived for 148 years

ENOCH lived for 365 years, then God took him.

METHUSELAH lived for 969 years

LAMECH lived for 777 years

NOAH lived for 950 years (The Flood)

SHEM lived for 600 years

ARPHAXAD lived for 438 years

SALAH lived for 433 years

EBER lived for 464 years

PELEG lived for 239 years

REU lived for 239 years

SERUG lived for 230 years

TERAH lived for 205 years

ABRAHAM lived for 175 years

(The Fall) ADAM lived for 930 years*

SETH lived for 912 years

ENOS lived for 905 years

KENAN (CAINAN) lived for 910 years

MAHALALEEL lived for 895 years

JARED lived for 962 years

* The numbers in this section 
indicate the age of the person 

at death. The red lines indicate the 
life span in relationship to the others.

346X_BibleTM_2014b.indd   1 1/8/14   10:38 AMwww.hendricksonrose.com © 2019  Rose Publishing, LLC.  Bible Reference Made Easy 
Permission granted to the original purchaser to print out. It is illegal to sell, email, replicate, duplicate, or post any 
part of this on the Internet. Download catalog and sign up for Rose Bible e-Charts at www.hendricksonrose.com
Title: What the Bible Says About Fasting  Product Code: 4092X ISBN-13: 9781628623185

Acts, James, Galatians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, Hebrews, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Romans, Ephesians, Philemon, Colossians, Titus, Philippians, 1 & 2 Timothy, 1 & 2 Peter, Jude, 1, 2 & 3 John, RevelationMatthew, Mark, Luke, JohnInter-testamental PeriodEsther, Malachi, Ezra, Joel, NehemiahNahum, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Zephaniah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Habakkuk, Obadiah, Zechariah, HaggaiJonah, Amos, Isaiah, Hosea, Micah1 Kings, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Proverbs, 2 Chronicles, 2 KingsJudges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 Chronicles, PsalmsExodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, JoshuaGenesis, Job

2200 BC 2100 BC 2000 BC 1900 BC 1800 BC 1700 BC 1600 BC 1500 BC 1400 BC 1300 BC 1200 BC 1100 BC 1000 BC 900 BC 800 BC 700 BC 600 BC 500 BC 400 BC AD 1 AD 10 AD 20 AD 30 AD 40 AD 50 AD 60 AD 70 AD 80 AD 90 AD 100300 BC 200 BC 100 BC AD 10 AD 20 AD 30 AD 40 AD 50 AD 60 AD 70 AD 80 AD 90 AD 100
New Testament

AD 1400 BC 300 BC 200 BC 100 BC 1
Land ruled by Greece & Rome

500 BC
Rebuilding JerusalemExile

900 BC 800 BC 700 BC 600 BC
Divided Kingdom

1000 BC
United Kingdom

1400 BC 1300 BC 1200 BC 1100 BC
The Conquest and the Judges

1500 BC 1400 1400 
Moses and the Exodus

1800 BC 1600 BC
Sojourn in Egypt

2200 BC 2100 BC 2000 BC 1900 BCBC
Patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, JacobCreation to Abraham

ASSYRIAN EMPIRE

  Ashurnasirpal II 883-859   Shalmaneser III 858-824

  Shamsi-Adad V 823-811

  Adad-Nirari III 810-783

  Shalmaneser IV 783-773

  Ashurdan III 772-755

  Ashur-Nirari V 754-745

  Tiglath-Pileser III 744-727

  Shalmaneser V 726-722

  Sargon II (722-705) takes Samaria, exiles people to Assyria 722

  Sennacherib 704-681
  Esarhaddon 680-669

  Asshurbanipal 668-627

  Nabopolassar I 625-605 NEO-BABYLONIAN EMPIRE
  Nebuchadnezzar II 604-562

PERSIAN EMPIRE
  Cyrus the Great 559-530

  Cambyses 529-522

  Darius I 522-486

  Xerxes I (Ahasuerus)
485-465

  Artaxerxes I 464-424
  Darius II 423-405

  Gauls sack Rome 390

  Artaxerxes
III 358-337

ALEXANDRIAN
EMPIRE

  Alexander the Great 336-323

  Ptolemy I 323-285

  Alexandrian Empire divided; Ptolemy rules Egypt, Seleucus rules
Persia and Syria, Antigonus rules Macedonia and Greece 323

  Seleucus I 312-280

  Ptolemy II 285-246
PTOLEMIES OF EGYPT

  Antiochus I 280-261

  Antiochus II 261-247
  Ptolemy III 246-221

  Ptolemy IV 221-203
  Antiochus III the Great 223-187

  Egypt independent from Persia 405-342

  Artaxerxes II 404-359

SELEUCIDS OF SYRIA

  Seleucus IV Philopator 187-175
  Antiochus IV Epiphanes 175-163

  Antiochus V Eupator 163-162
  Demetrius I Soter 162-150

  Antiochus VI 145-142

  Alexander Balas 150-145
  Demetrius II 145-140

  Antiochus VII Sidetes 138-129
  Demetrius III 129-125

  Antiochus VIII Grypus 125-96

175-163175-163   Antiochus IX Cyzicanus 116-95   Caesar Augustus (Octavian), first Roman Emperor 27 BC-AD 14
  Emperor Tiberius 14-37

  Emperor Caligula 37-41

  Emperor Claudius 41-54

  Gallio, proconsul of Achaia 51-52

  Emperor Nero 54-68
  Emperor Vespasian 69-79

  Emperor Titus 79-81
  Emperor Domitian 81-96 demands title “Lord and God”

Emperor Nerva 96-98
Emperor Trajan 98-117  Old Kingdom Pyramids built c. 2700-2200

  Middle Kingdom (11th-12th Dynasties) in Egypt; strong Pharaohs encourage farming; international trade, literature, art, and architecture flourish c. 2050-1800
  Second Intermediate Period (13th-17th Dynasties) begins c. 1800-1570

  Hyksos rule Egypt c. 1730

  Hyksos expelled from Egypt 1570

  18th Dynasty begins in Egypt 1570
  Ahmose 1570-1545

  Amenhotep 1545-1529

  Thutmose 1529-1517

  Thutmose II 1517-1504

  Thutmose III 1504-1453

  Queen Hatshepshut 1504-1483

  Amenhotep II (possible pharaoh during the
Exodus, high date) 1453-1426

  Thutmose IV 1426-1416

  Amenhotep III 1416-1377

  Amenhotep IV (Ikhaton) 1377-1360

  Tutankhamen (“King Tut”) 1360-1350

  Ay 1350-1347

  Horemhab 1347-1318

  19th Dynasty begins in Egypt 1318

  Rameses I 1318-1317

  Seti I 1317-1304

  Rameses II (possible pharaoh during the Exodus, low date) 1304-1237   Shishak I 945-924

ROMAN EMPIRE

  Rome burns, Nero blames and persecutes Christians 64-68

  Claudius conquers Britain for Rome 43

  Flavius Josephus, Jewish historian  37-100

  Ptolemy V 203-181
  Emperors Galba, Otho, Vitellius 68-69

EGYPT

EGYPTIAN DYNASTIES AND PHARAOHS

 Earliest forms of writing c. 3200  First ziggurats built by Ur-Nammu c. 2112-2095

Middle Eastern
Rulers and Empires

  Jeroboam I 931-910

 Nadab 910-909
 Zimri 885
 Tibni 885-880

 Baasha 909-886

 Omri 885-874

 Elah 886-885

 Ahab 874-853

 Ahaziah 853-852

 Joram (Jehoram) 852-841
 Jehu 841-814

 Jehoahaz 814-798
 Jehoash 798-782  Menahem 752-742

 Pekah 752-732 Jeroboam II 793-753

 Zechariah 753

 Shallum 752

 Queen Athaliah 841-835

 Joash 835-796

 Ahaziah 841

 King Solomon reigns c. 971-931

 Jehoshaphat 873-848
Jehoram (Joram) 853-841  Amaziah 796-767

 Uzziah (Azariah) 792-740
 Jotham 750-732  Hezekiah 716-687

 Pekahiah 742-740

 Hoshea
732-722

 Rehoboam I 931-913  Abijah 913-911

 Asa 911-870
 Ahaz (Jehoahaz) 735-716  Manasseh 697-643

 Amon 643-641
 Josiah 641-609  Jehoiakim (Eliakim) 609Kings of Judah 

(Southern)

Kings of Israel 
(Northern)

  King Saul reigns c. 1051-1011  King David reigns c. 1011-971
 Jehoahaz (Shallum) 609

598-597  Jehoiachin
597-586  Zedekiah

  The Hittites, Indo-European tribes from Asia Minor, form a single kingdom  2000-1200

  Babylonians use geometry in astronomic measurements; identify signs of the zodiac  c. 2000

  Four basic elements identified in India: earth, air, fire, and water  c. 2000

  Beginning of Semitic alphabet 2000

  Indoor bathroom plumbing first used in Crete 2000

  Stonehenge, England, is center of religious worship 2000

  Oldest form of novel written in Egypt 1991
  Mortuary temple (“labyrinth”) built by

Amenemhet III in Egypt c. 1870

  Hammurapi (Hammurabi) reigns in
Babylon 1792-1750

  First Chinese dictionary contains
40,000 characters 1717

  Hittites sack Babylon 1595

  Primitive Greek alphabet  c. 1500

  Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages  c. 1500

  Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries  c. 1500

  Leprosy in India and Egypt  c. 1500

  Founding of the city of Corinth  c. 1500

  The “Book of the Dead,” 18th Egyptian dynasty religious documents c. 1550

  Shang dynasty in China  c. 1450-1027

  Merneptah 1237-1227

  Pharaoh Merneptah’s victory stele mentions Israel for the first time in non-biblical history 1230

  Iron Age begins c. 1200

  Olmec culture in Mexico marked by massive basalt sculptures c. 1200

  Trojan War begins c.1190

  Conquest of Troy (traditional date in Greek literature) 1184

  Egypt’s power begins to decline c. 1164

  Chou Dynasty begins in China c. 1150-256

  Tiglath-Pileser I rules Assyria 1114-1076

Beginning of Hebrew literature: Song of Deborah
Era of classic paganism in Greece
Caste system develops in India; pantheistic religion teaches identity of self, reincarnation
Professional musicians sing and play at religious ceremonies in Israel

  The Philistines bring the ability to smelt iron when they enter Canaan 1050

  Refrigeration developed: Chinese use block ice cut in winter and stored 1000

  Mayan Dynasties founded in Central America c. 1000
  Tribe of Latins settles for the first time near the Tiber River, Italy 1000

  Hyram, King of Tyre c. 978-944 

  City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel 879

  King Mesha drives the Israelites out of Moab c. 850

  Assyria forces Israel to pay tribute 841

  Greek script develops based on Phoenician 825–775

  Homer writes oral legends to the Trojan War and its aftermath in “Iliad” and “Odyssey” 800

Metal sculpture, carving, carpet weaving, embroidery flourishing

Musical notation and hymns written

  Olive tree introduced to Italy by the Greeks 600

  “Fables” of Aesop, a former Phrygian slave, appear c. 600
  Pythagoras, philosopher and mathematician 581-497

  Nebuchadnezzar builds the Hanging Gardens, one of the seven ancient wonders of the world (Babylon) 575
  Gautama Buddha, founder of Buddhism (India) 563-483

  Kung Fu-tse (Confucius), Chinese philosopher 551-479
  Temple of Artemis begun at Ephesus; one of the seven wonders of the ancient world 550

  Darius (Gubaru) the Mede rules in Babylon 539

  Egypt ruled by the Persians 525-405

  Roman Republic established 509

Aramaic language begins to replace Old
Hebrew in Palestine

  Indian surgeon Susrata performs
cataract operations 500

  First recorded Olympic games 776

  Eclipse of the sun visible in Mesopotamia on June 15; mentioned in Assyrian texts 763
  Traditional date for the founding of Rome 753

  Beginning of collection of “Sayings of Solomon” 725

  Indian Vedas completed (collection of religious, philosophical, and educational writings)

  Greek worship of Apollo and Dionysius (later named Bacchus)

  Assyria rules Egypt 671-652   Building begins on the Acropolis in Athens c. 650

  Draco establishes Greeks’ first written laws, famous for their “draconian” severity 621

  Lao-tse, Chinese philosopher 604-531

  Babylonian lunar year has 354 days divided into 12 months alternating between 29 and 30 days c. 600
  Persian prophet Zoroaster teaches that the world is a battleground between good and evil 600 

  Pericles 500-429

  Sophocles, Greek dramatist  496–406

  Herodotus, historian
485–424

  Socrates
470–399

  Outnumbered Greeks
hold off the Persians
at Thermopylae
for three days,
then defeat them
at Salamis 480

  The Parthenon (temple to Athena) built in Athens 447–432

  Sophocles writes “Antigone” 443

  Euripides writes “Medea”

  Peloponnesian war between Athens and Sparta 431-404

  Plato 427–347

  Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher 415

  Diogenes, Greek philosopher 411–323

  The Midrash (Jewish commentaries
on Hebrew scriptures) begins to
develop 400

  Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens) 387
  Aristotle, Greek philosopher, student of Plato, teaches Alexander the Great 384–322

  Etruscan actors present first theatrical performance in Rome 365
  Persia regains control of Egypt 342-332
  Epicurius born 340
  Aristotle forms beginnings of musical theory 340

  Alexander the Great conquers Egypt and Palestine, Hellenization begins 332
  Aristotle teaches at Athens 335

Zeno, Phoenician philosopher, begins the Stoic school of philosophy in Athens 312
  Museum and library of Alexandria formed 307

  Rome becomes a major world power in the western Mediterranean 300

  Archimedes, Greek mathematician and scientist 287–212
  Eratosthenes proposes that the earth moves around the sun 276–194
  Completion of lighthouse at Pharos, Alexandria 275
  The first Syro-Egyptian war begins 274
  Hinduism codified in India 274

  Rome’s first Punic war against Carthage; Romans control Italy 264–241
  First competitions of gladiators in Rome 264

  The second Syro-Egyptian war begins 260  The second Syro-Egyptian war begins   The second Syro-Egyptian war begins 
 Septuagint (Scriptures translated into Greek in Alexandria) c. 255

  The fourth Syro-Egyptian war begins 255
  Parchment made at Pergamum 250
  First Roman prison erected 250

  Second Punic war; Hannibal in Italy 219-201
  Great Wall of China built to keep out invaders  215
  Rome’s first Macedonian war  215–205

  Rome drives Carthaginians out of Spain 206
  The fifth Syro-Egyptian war begins, Carthage surrenders to Rome 201
  Rome’s second Macedonian war  200–196

  First stone bridge built in Rome 179

  Rome’s third Macedonian war  171–168
  Earliest paved streets in Rome c. 170

  Leap year appears in
Egyptian calendar 239

  The Syrian Seleucids begin to rule Palestine; Jewish priests on
good terms with the Seleucids 198
  Rosetta Stone Tribute to Ptolemy V  196

  The Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV tries to force Jews to
abandon their law, desecrates the temple 175-163

  The Venus of Milo sculpture c.140

Jonathan, brother of Judas Maccabeus continues revolt 160-143

  The first “Book of Maccabees” in Hebrew  c. 150
  Hasmoneans take control of the priesthood 152

  Rome’s fourth Macedonian war 150–148
Rome’s third Punic war against Carthage, ending in the
destruction of Carthage; Romans control Greece 149–146

  Simon, brother of Judas Maccabeus, governs Judea 142-135

  Emperor Wu Ti founds state religion of Confucianism (China) 136
  John Hyrcanus I, high priest in Judea 134-104

  John Hyrcanus I becomes ruler of Judea 129
  Hyrcanus repudiates the Pharisees and declares

himself a Sadducee 120
  Pharisees and Sadducees gain importance in Judea c. 112

  Virgil, Roman poet 70–19

  Cicero born 106
  Aristobulus I declares himself ruler of Judea 104-103
  Alexander Jannaeus succeeds Aristobulus as king 103-76

  Julius Caesar born 100
  Ships from China reach India for the first time 100

  Rome’s first Mithridatic war against Pontus 88–84
  Rome’s second Mithridatic war 83–81

  Oldest existing amphitheatre built at Pompeii 82
  Alexander Polyhistor writes history of the Jews 82

  Sulla dictator of Rome 82-79

  Salome Alexander 76-67

  Rome’s third Mithridatic war 75-63
  Spartacus leads slave revolt 73–71

  Horace, Roman poet, 65–8
  Pompey conquers Jerusalem for Rome 63
  Hyrcanus II, high priest 63-40

  Julius Caesar conquers Gaul (58) and Britain 54
  Cleopatra VII rules Egypt 51-31

  Julius Caesar crosses the Rubicon 49
  Pompey slain in Egypt 47
  Library of Alexandria destroyed by fire; volumes of ancient literature lost forever 47
  Julius Caesar named dictator of Rome 46

  Julius Caesar assassinated by Brutus and Cassius 44
  The second Triumvirate at Rome (Anthony, Lepidus, and Octavian ) 43
  Ovid, Roman poet, 43–18
  Battle of Philippi: Octavian and Marc Antony defeat Brutus and Cassius 42

  Herod the Great appointed king of Judea 37 BC-AD 4

  Battle of Actium, Rome controls Egypt 31

  Hillel and Shammai are the leading rabbis in Judea 30 BC-AD  10
  Octavian takes the title of Caesar Augustus 21
  Philo of Alexandria 20 BC-AD 50

  King Herod the Great dies 4

  Battle of Qarqar—Israel and Syria clash with Assyria 853

  Law Code of Hammurapi  1750

  Hittite Empire ends c. 1200

  Thutmose I builds first tomb in Valley of the Kings 1526-1512

  Parisi tribe founds small fishing village on an island in the Seine River
(beginnings of the city of Paris) 300

  The city of Ur falls c. 2004

  Aristobulus II 67-63

  Caligula becomes Roman emperor, declares himself a god 37

  Caligula assassinated, succeeded by Claudius 41

  London founded 43

  Romans invade Britain 43

  Han dynasty in China founded by Emperor Kuang Wu Ti 49

  Claudius poisoned by his wife, succeeded by Nero 54

  Nero commits suicide 68

 Trajan rules as emperor.
Under him, the Roman Empire reaches its
greatest geographical extent spreading to

Mesopotamia, Arabia, and Balkans 98–117

  Julian calendar of 365.25 days put in use; leap year introduced 46

  Hasmonian dynasty (Jewish self-rule) 164-63   Writings of apostolic fathers (early church leaders) Barnabas,
Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp 85–150

  Jewish revolt against Romans; Jerusalem captured and destroyed 70
Titus orders destruction of Jerusalem. Of the Temple Mount, only one wall (known today
as the “Western Wall”) remained. Jews and Christians flee to all parts of the empire.

World 
History
(Purple)

The Parthenon 
was built 450-
330 BC on the 
Acropolis in 
Athens. 

  Abraham c. 2166-1991 
Some scholars place Abraham’s birth at 1952 BC. In this case, biblical events through Joseph would slide 214 years later.

  Sarai (later called Sarah) 2156-2029

  Abram and Sarai are married; but are unable to have children 2121

  Abrahamic Covenant: The Lord calls Abram and Sarai to go into Canaan
  Abram and Sarai go to Egypt to avoid a famine 2089

  Sarai’s Egyptian maid Hagar gives birth to Abram’s first son, Ishmael 2080

  Ishmael c. 2080-1943

  God confirms his covenant with Abram, changes his name to Abraham (“father of a multitude”) 2067

  Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed 2067

  Isaac, son of Abraham and Sarah c. 2066-1886

  Isaac marries Rebecca 2026

  Jacob and Esau are born to Isaac and Rebecca 2005

  Jacob (Israel) c. 2005-1859

  Abraham marries Keturah who bears him six more sons 2015

  Esau sells birthright to Jacob 1929

  Jacob flees to Haran 1929

  Jacob works for his uncle Laban for 7 years to obtain Rachel as his wife 1928-1921

  Laban tricks Jacob into marrying Rachel’s older sister, Leah. A week later Jacob marries Rachel and agrees to work another 7 years. 1921

  Jacob and Leah have six sons (Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun) and one daughter, Dinah 1921-1914

  Joseph, son of Jacob and Rachel c. 1914-1805

  Jacob wrestles with an angel. God changes his name to Israel. Benjamin is born to Jacob and Rachel. 1908

  Joseph, age 17, is his father’s favorite. Joseph’s brothers are jealous and sell him into slavery in Egypt. 1897

  Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dreams correctly and foretells 7 years of plenty followed by 7 years of famine.
Pharaoh makes Joseph a high official in Egypt. 1884

  Jacob and his family enter Egypt to escape famine and be reunited with Joseph c. 1875
       Sons of Jacob (Israel)—Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin
       Grandsons (sons of Joseph)—Manasseh, Ephraim

  Jacob dies in Egypt at age 147 1859

  Joseph dies in Egypt at age 110 1805

  The people of Israel in Egypt, part of that time in slavery c. 1875-1446

  Hebrew slavery
begins c. 1730

  Hebrew midwives ordered to destroy all Hebrew male children c. 1548

  All newborn Hebrew males are to be cast into the Nile c. 1528

  Aaron c. 1529-1407

  Moses c. 1526-1406

  Moses flees to the land of Midian 1486
  Joshua 1501-1391

  The Ten Plagues 1446

  The Israelites eat their first Passover meal and depart Egypt the following day 1446

  Parting of the Red Sea

 God gives Moses the Ten Commandments 1445
God tells Moses to write down the Law and covenants

  Tabernacle built 1445   Moses appoints Joshua as leader; death of Moses at age 120 1406

  The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab
helps spies. The Israelite males are circumcised, and the people
celebrate the Passover for the first time since the Exodus. 1405

  Conquest of Canaan completed 1400

  Era of the judges begins c. 1382-1051

  Othniel becomes judge 1382

  Ruth c. 1290

  “Low date” for the Exodus c. 1290
Some scholars date the Exodus at 1290. For a “low date” Exodus, the dates of the
Passover, wilderness wandering events, and the beginning date for the era of the
judges would slide 156 years later, compressing the dates of the judges.

  Abimelech usurps power in Israel 1177   Eli becomes priest in Shiloh c. 1100-1060
  The Philistines expand into the heart of Israel 1067

  Samuel, judge & prophet of Israel c. 1060-1020

  Saul is the king of Israel 1051-1011

  David is born 1041

  Priesthood of Abiathar 1027-972

  King Saul wins numerous victories over the Philistines and brings
prosperity to the Israelites 1026-1023

  Samuel secretly anoints David as King Saul’s successor 1023

  David kills Goliath 1022
  David and Jonathan become close friends

  King Saul turns against David and tries to kill him 1019

  Samuel dies 1013

  At Gilboa, the Philistines rout the Israelites, King Saul commits
suicide, Jonathan is slain 1011

  King David reigns 40 years, first over Judah, then over all Israel 1011-971

  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 1005

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 1003

  Solomon is born to King David and Bathsheba 996

  Nathan prophesies 991-960

  King David dies at the
age of about 69 971

  Solomon ascends the throne and
reigns 40 years 971-931

  King Solomon requests a wise and
discerning heart 971

  King Solomon begins
to build the Temple in
Jerusalem 966

  King Solomon’s
Temple
completed 960

  King Solomon
brings the Ark of
the Covenant to
the Temple 959

  King Solomon expands his territory, increases his wealth and marries many foreign women 941

  Rehoboam I becomes king of Israel and Judah 931

  Jeroboam I rebels; sets up a rival kingdom in the north 931

  Almost all of the territory conquered by King David is lost 927-917

  Israel’s King Ahab marries Phoenician princess Jezebel, a devoted worshipper of the Canaanite god Baal 870

  Elijah prophesies c. 870-845

  King Ahab builds a temple for Baal in Samaria; kills many prophets of God. 869

  Prophet Elijah challenges all the prophets of Baal to a contest on Mt. Carmel 866

  Ahaziah becomes king of Israel 853

  Jehoram becomes king of Judah (co-regent with Jehoshaphat from 853-848); he marries King Ahab’s daughter  853

  Joram (Jehoram) becomes king of Israel; during his reign, King Mesha of Moab rebels against Israel 852

  Elijah chooses Elisha as his successor 865

  Elijah is taken to heaven in a chariot of fire 845

  Elisha c. 845-800

  Syria dominates Israel 841-807

  Joash becomes king of Judah at age seven 835

  Elisha heals the leprosy of Naaman, commander of the army of Syria 832

  The temple of Baal in Jerusalem is destroyed 823

  Elisha prophesies Israel’s victory
over Syria and dies the following
year 801

  Uzziah becomes co-regent of Judah with Amaziah from 792-767

 Jonah begins his ministry 781

 Amos prophesies c. 765-754

 Hosea prophesies c. 758-725
 Micah prophesies c. 738-698

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from
other regions; they come to be called “Samaritans”.  722

  King Hezekiah revolts against Assyria and expands kingdom of Judah c. 705

  Jeremiah is born 650

 Nahum prophesies c. 658-615

 Zephaniah prophesies c. 640-626

 Jeremiah prophesies 627-582

  King Josiah institutes a restoration of the Law of Moses 622

  Nineveh, capital of Assyria, falls to Babylonians and Medes 612

  Egypt briefly takes control of Palestine 609

  Jeremiah predicts the destruction of the Temple 609

  Babylonians invade Judah 605
       Some Jews taken to Babylon

 Ezekiel, a prophet and a priest in Babylon, sees his first vision 593

 Obadiah prophesies c. 590

  Ezekiel predicts the fall of Jerusalem. 588

  King Nebuchadnezzar burns the Temple and every
substantial building in Jerusalem. More Jews are
deported to Babylon. 586

An anthology of poetic lamentations (Book of Lamentations) over Jerusalem is collected 585

  Jeremiah dies (exact date and circumstances are unknown)

  Ezekiel, after 25 years in exile, sees an elaborate vision of the Jerusalem
Temple restored and the nation of Israel reunited 573

  Zerubbabel and Joshua lead a small party of Jewish repatriates back to Palestine 538

 Zechariah prophesies c. 522-509

 Haggai prophesies c. 520

  Construction of the Temple is completed 516

  Esther becomes
queen of Persia and
later saves the Jews
of the empire from
extermination 478

  The Feast
of Purim
started
473

 Joel prophesies c. 450

  Ezra reads the Torah publicly in Jerusalem, and the people promise to
obey it. Judah becomes a theocracy led by a high priest. 444

  Nehemiah takes a small contingent of Jews back to Palestine 444

  Alexander the Great conquers Palestine as most cities and
regions surrender to him peacefully 332

  After Alexander’s death, Palestine is ruled by
Ptolemy, governor of Egypt 323-200

  The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly. 225

  The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews 200

  Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) bans obedience to the Jewish
Law. He devotes the Temple in Jerusalem to Olympian Zeus
and burns copies of the Torah 167

  The Maccabean Revolt 167-142

  Judas Maccabeus leads a revolt and his forces recapture the Temple and
begin to purify it for rededication. When it is rededicated exactly three years
after it was desecrated, the feast of Hanukkah is established. 164

  Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) dies 164
  The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis 154

  John Hyrcanus becomes high priest in Jerusalem 135
  Rome begins to expand her empire eastward 133

  The Pharisees begin to emerge as a sect 130
  Herod captures Jerusalem 37

  Herod begins to rebuild the Jerusalem Temple 20

  John the Baptist born 7-5 BC  John the Baptist born  John the Baptist born
  Jesus born in Bethlehem c. 6-4 BC
  Herod Archelaus rules Judea 4 BC–AD 6

  First year in Christian calendar (AD=Anno Domini, the year of the Lord) 1

  King Herod Antipas rules Galilee 4 BC–AD 39

  Judea becomes a Roman province; ruled by a governor 6-41, 44-46
  Jesus amazes teachers in the Temple c. AD 7

  Jesus baptized, ministry begins c. 26
  John the Baptist begins ministry c. 26

  Pontius Pilate, Governor of Judea 26-36

  John the Baptist arrested and killed by Herod Antipas 29

  Crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ c. 27-30
  Risen Christ seen by more than 500 people, ascends to heaven

  Caiaphas, High Priest 18-36

Original Christians disperse
throughout Judea and Samaria

  Stephen martyred c. 32
  Paul of Tarsus is converted 37

  Gospel preached to Gentiles 40
  Conversion of Centurion Cornelius 41
  Herod Agrippa I, King of Judea 41-44

  James the Apostle, brother of John, martyred; Peter imprisoned c. 44

Theudas claims to be the Messiah and is executed 46

  Antioch becomes the new center of Church activity; followers of Christ first called Christians at Antioch 46

  Plutarch, Greek historian, born 46

  Paul goes to Jerusalem to consult with Peter 47
  Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus c. 47-49

  Jews, including Priscilla and Aquila, expelled from Rome 49
  Council of Jerusalem: Gentile converts not required to follow Jewish law 49

  Paul’s second missionary journey 49-51

  Peshitta translation begun, Hebrew Old Testament in Syriac Aramaic 50

  Felix, Governor of Judea 52-57
  Paul’s third missionary journey c. 52-57

  Paul’s last visit to Jerusalem 57
  Paul arrested and imprisoned in Caesarea 57

  Paul imprisoned in Rome  60
  Festus, Governor of Judea 59-62

  James, brother of Jesus, martyred 62

  Jerusalem Christians flee rather than join the Jewish revolt against Rome 66-73
  Jewish Revolt 66-73

  Peter martyred, crucified upside down in Rome 68
  Linus appointed bishop of Rome 68

  Qumran community (site of the Dead Sea Scrolls
found in 1949) destroyed by Rome 68

  Flavius Josephus writes “History of the Jewish War” 75

  Vespasian becomes Roman emperor 69
  Collapse of Jewish self-government in Judea; Jerusalem falls 70

  Colosseum in Rome built; Christians thrown to beasts 71–81
  The last stand of Jewish rebels at Masada 73

  Titus, emperor of Rome 79-81
  Anacletus, bishop of Rome, known as “blameless” 79-88
  Mt. Vesivius erupts, engulfs Pompeii 79

  Domitian emperor of Rome; Roman persecution of Christians
intensifies; Jews oust followers of Jesus from synagogues 81-96

 Book of Revelation written c. 90-96 
or c. 68-69 (See note above.)

Clement I, Bishop of Rome 88

Rise of Gnostic heresies within the church 90 
       Some gnostics deny Jesus’ humanity (Docetism), saying that he merely appeared to have a body.

Gnostics claim to have secret knowledge beyond divine revelation and faith.

“Jewish Antiquities” by Flavius Josephus written in Aramaic 94  

Emperor Domitian bans philosophers from Italy 95  

Evartistus, bishop of Rome 99  

Death of the Apostle John c. 100  

  While tending flocks on Mt. Horeb, Moses sees a burning bush. God reveals Himself to Moses as
“I AM.” God tells Moses and his brother Aaron to lead Israelites out of slavery. 1446

  The Exodus, followed by 40 years of wilderness wanderings c. 1446
This date is based on 1 Kings 6:1

 Isaiah prophesies c. 760-673

  Ezra, a priest and expert in the Jewish Law, urges radical religious reform in Judah and
condemns mixed marriages; many Jewish men divorce their non-Jewish wives c. 457

  Ptolemaic Egypt controls Palestine  331-198

  Temple and Jerusalem destroyed 586

  Gedaliah, Governor of Judah 586

  Zerubbabel and Jeshua lead the Jews to finish rebuilding the Temple 520-516

  Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written c. 200 BC-AD 100

  Julius Caesar, Crassus and Pompey form the First Triumvirate 60

  Abram stops in Haran c. 2140

  King Solomon
visited by queen
of Sheba

  King Jehoshaphat executes male prostitutes c. 850

  King Joash orders repair of the temple c. 812

  King Uzziah expands territory of Judah c. 760

  King Uzziah develops leprosy; Jotham
reigns as co-regent for ten years c. 750

  Judah invaded by the Assyrians 701

  King Hezekiah has the water tunnel cut in Jerusalem c. 701

  King Hezekiah tears down idols and high places and tries to unite all of Israel and Judah c. 715

  King Manasseh of Judah rebuilds the idols and high places
and Judah becomes a subserviant vassal of Assyria c. 686

  Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus   Paul’s first missionary journey with Barnabas beginning on Cyprus 
 Earliest New Testament Books written c. 49

  Paul’s Journey to Rome. 57-62

  Dedication of Colosseum  80

Judges: Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah (and Barak), Gideon, Tola, Jair,
Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson, Eli, and Samuel

  Augustus emperor of Rome 27 BC-AD 14

Malachi prophesies c. 465   Pentecost 30

  Division of the kingdom into Israel (northern tribes) and Judah (southern tribes) 931  Habakkuk 608-598

 Daniel 620-540

  Paul imprisoned in Rome  
 Gospels according to Matthew and Luke 60-62

  Abram and his nephew Lot separate

  Sarah dies 2029

  Job (date unknown)

  Letters to the Corinthians 56

  Council of Jerusalem: Gentile converts not required to follow Jewish law 
 All New Testament books written  49-96

 Daniel thrown into the lion’s den c. 542

Bible 
History
(Gold)

  Babylon falls to Persia 539

  Persian King Cyrus’s Edict allows Jews to return to their land 538

  Rebuilding of Temple begins 536

 Ezra sent to Judah 457
According to Jewish tradition as well as some biblical scholars,
Ezra compiled nearly all the books that make up the Hebrew Bible.

  Nehemiah governs Judah 444-432

  Nehemiah in Babylon c. 432-430

Antioch becomes the center for Christianity 70 

  Gospel according to John written 85

  Paul martyred in Rome 64

Apostle John exiled to Patmos in the Aegean Sea
Some scholars believe John’s exile was under Domitian’s rule
(c. 85-96), and others believe it was under Nero’s rule (c. 68).

© 2006 Bristol Works, Inc.
Rose Publishing, Inc.
4733 Torrance Blvd., #259
Torrance, CA  90503  USA

www.rose-publishing.com
All rights reserved.    
Stock # 346X  
ISBN-13: 978-159636-084-6

Special thanks to Collin Hansen, Associate Editor, 
Christianity Today; Timothy Paul Jones, MDiv, EdD; 
Timothy Larsen, PhD, Professor of Theology, Wheaton 
College; John McRay, professor emeritus, New 
Testament, Wheaton College Graduate School.

Photos: British Museum, Zev Radovan, Mary Ann 
Jeffreys, Billy Graham Center Archives, John McRay, 
Gretchen Goldsmith, Arvel Witte, Carol Witte, North Wind 
Picture Archives. Some photos enhanced for clarity.

Books of the Bible are listed by date of events on the time line.

  The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab   The Israelites invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua; Rahab 

celebrate the Passover for the first time since the Exodus. 

697-643697-643

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases   Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyrians, kingdom of Israel ceases 

722
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

722
to exist. The area is settled with people Assyria is deporting from 

  The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly.   The Jewish population of Alexandria grows rapidly. 

  The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews   The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews   The Mishna (commentaries on the Hebrew Bible) begins to appear among the Jews 

  Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written   Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures) written 

  Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens)   Plato founds philosophical school known as the Academy (Athens) 

300 BC 300 BC 300 

  Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher   Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher   Death of Protagoras, Greek philosopher 

  Caligula assassinated, succeeded by Claudius 

  Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest   Caiaphas, High Priest 

  Primitive Greek alphabet    Primitive Greek alphabet  
  Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages    Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages  
  Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries    Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries  

King Sargon II of 
Assyria captured 
Samaria, deporting 
people to Assyria

2000 BC2000 BC 1700 BC1700 BC
Sojourn in EgyptSojourn in Egypt

       Sons of Jacob (Israel)—Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin

  Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery 
begins begins 

  Hebrew slavery 
begins 

  Hebrew slavery   Hebrew slavery 
begins 

  Hebrew slavery 
c. 1730c. 1730

  City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel   City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel   City of Samaria founded; becomes religious center of Israel 

  Conquest of Canaan completed   Conquest of Canaan completed   Conquest of Canaan completed 1400
  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 

  King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital   King David captures Jerusalem and makes it his capital 

  King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem   King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem   King David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 

  First recorded Olympic games   First recorded Olympic games 776

King Sennacherib of Assyria 
defeated Lachish 
(2 Chronicles 32:9). He 
commemorated his victory 
in wall reliefs which covered 
some 70 linear feet in his 
palace at Nineveh.

  The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis   The Jews in Egypt build a temple at Leontopolis 

The Arch of Titus in Rome shows soldiers 
carrying away the lampstand during the 
destruction of the Jewish Temple.

This ossuary (bone box) is enscribed 
with the High Priest Caiaphas’ name,  
providing historical evidence of his 
existence. 

This ancient church in 
Capernaum may have 
been the location of 
Peter’s home.

Masada;
Jewish rebels 
defended this fortress 
and committed suicide 
to avoid capture by 
the Romans.

Roman coin showing 
Emperor Nero and 
his mother Agrippina. 
Nero blamed 
Christians for a 
fire that destroyed 
much of Rome. He 
later committed suicide.

This inscription 
from the time of 
Jesus found at 
Caesarea mentions 
Pontius Pilate as 
prefect of Judea.

Emperor Tiberius was Caesar 
Augustus’ stepson. Pontius Pilate 
had an image of Tiberius carried 
through the streets of Jerusalem 
on the Day of Atonement, deeply 
offending the Jews.

Titus, the son of emperor 
Vespasian, was the general 
who plundered the Temple 
in Jerusalem (AD 70). He 
became emperor after his 
father’s death.

Mt. Vesuvius erupted and 
buried the town of Pompeii.

Caesar Augustus (also 
known as Octavian) was 
the emperor of Rome when 
Jesus was born. He was a 

brilliant and capable leader, 
and the nephew of 

Julius Caesar.

The people of 
Ephesus worshiped 
the goddess Artemis 
(Diana).

The Rosetta Stone contains the 
same inscription honoring Ptolemy V 
written in three languages: Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, Egyptian Demotic, and 
Koine Greek, allowing scholars to decode 
Egyptian characters. This portion shows 
hieroglyphics and demotic text.

Alexander the Great 
conquered most of the 

then-known world before 
his death at age 32.

This marble horse was originally part of 
a scene on the Parthenon depicting the 
goddess Selena. 

Marble horsemen 
from the Parthenon.

Socrates, Greek 
philosopher, 
was sentenced 
to death 
by drinking 
poisonous 

hemlock. He was 
charged with 
interfering with 
local religion and 
corrupting the 
youth.

The Cyrus Cylinder tells of the Persian 
king’s decree allowing captives held by the 
Babylonians to return to their lands and 
restore their temples.

Nabonidus was the last king of 
Babylonia (556-539 BC) before the 
Persian takeover. His son Belshazzar is 
mentioned in the Book of Daniel.

The Assyrians were known for fierce 
cruelty. Here they display a pile of 
heads and valuables taken from 
their captives. 

The Moabite Stone 
(Mesha Stele): The 
king of Moab brags of 
having driven out the 
Israelites from his land 
(2 Kings 3) c. 850.

Typical ivory 
decorations adorning 
furniture from the time 
of the kings of Israel.

The House of David 
Inscription is the first 
reference to King David 
recognized outside of the 
Bible.

This retaining wall and its 
terraces are possibly the 
“Millo” built in Jerusalem 
by the Jebusites and later 
rebuilt by Solomon.

Pharaoh Shishak raided 140 places in 
both Judah and Israel. The record of 
this raid is found on a relief on a wall of 
the Karnak Temple in Thebes. Here the 
Egyptian goddess Mut leads captives.

The Gihon spring was on the eastern city 
wall of Jerusalem. King David’s men were 
able to sneak into the city through a water 
tunnel the Jebusites had cut to channel the 
spring water into the city.

Seal from 
the Royal 
Court of Israel 
and Judah; this seal 
says “SHLOMO,” meaning 
Solomon in Hebrew.

This modern replica of an 
altar made of uncut stone 
shows how the Israelites 
would have sacrificed to 

the Lord. 

The Procession of the 
Trojan Horse in Troy
by Giovanni Domenico 
Tiepolo (1773). Troy is 
the same city as Troas, 
from the time of the 
Apostle Paul (Acts 16).

Columns from the 
temple that Rameses 
III built at Thebes. 
He was the last of 
the great warrior 
pharaohs of Egypt, 
ruling after the 
Israelites left Egypt for 
Canaan.

The Merneptah Stele (Israel Stele), 
dating to 1230 BC, describes 
Pharaoh’s victories over various 
enemies. One line of the stele claims 
victory over Israel in Canaan. No 
mention of that is in the Bible.

Pharaoh Rameses II: 
Some scholars believe 
he was the Pharaoh of 
the Exodus.King Tutankhamen began 

his rule at age 9, ruling 
1360-1350 BC.

Amenhotep III

The stone tower at Jericho 
dates many centuries before the 
Conquest. The tower had been 
attached to a city wall, now mostly 
eroded.

Replica of a gold mask 
Schliemann identified 

as depicting Agamemnon, 
leader of the Greek forces 

during the Trojan War, but 
actually the face of an unknown 

Mycenean ruler.
Thought to be Thutmose I.

This example 
of Egyptian 
hieroglyphics 
contains a 
cartouche 
with one of 
the pharaoh’s 
names.

Hammurapi stele
The Law Code of Hammurapi 
(Hammurabi) the King of Babylon was 
carved about 300 years before Moses and 
the Ten Commandments.

Bull’s head from 
Knossos, Crete.

This bathtub from ancient 
Knossos civilization in Crete 
is about four feet long.

Part of the Beni Hasan Egyptian Tomb 
Painting depicting a group entering 
Egypt from Canaan. The painting 
shows how people in Canaan dressed 
during the patriarchal period (here only 
women and a boy are shown).

Ancient murals at 
Knossos, dating 
300 years after 
Abraham, show the 
sophistication of 
ancient civilizations. 

Egyptian hieroglyphics

The Gilgamesh Epic tells 
the story of a massive 
flood and a hero who is 
told to build a ship and 
take along every kind of 
animal.

The date of the construction of Stonehenge in England is still 
debated. This ring is made up of stones weighing up to 50 tons 
each, brought in from an area 20 miles away.

Sculpture  on the King’s Gate at the Hittite 
capital of Hattusha. A god is depicted as a 
warrior. Until the end of the 19th century, the 
Hittites were only known from the Bible. 

Caves of 
En Gedi where 
David hid from 
King Saul.

This panel on the Black 
Obelisk of Shalmaneser 
shows King Jehu of Israel 
kneeling and presenting 
tribute to King Shalmaneser 
of Assyria.

Part of the “Standard of Ur” 
inlaid plaque found in one 
of the “Royal Tombs” at Ur. 
Ur was a prosperous city in 
the last centuries of the third 
millennium.

King Ashurnasirpal was 
the first Assyrian king to 
become aware of Israel.

This cylinder is inscribed 
with King Sennacherib of 
Assyria’s account of the 
siege of Jerusalem. Although 
he forced King Hezekiah to 
pay tribute (2 Kings 18:13-
16), he was not able take 
the city
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Bible Development Key Person Bible History 

Church Council King of Israel World History 

Key Event King of Judah Time Span 
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 Bible Development  Key Person 

 Time Lines Time Lines Time Lines Time Lines Time Lines
Bible&Christian History

The BeginningsThe Beginnings

GENESIS TO REVELATION 2200 BC - AD 100
LIFE OF JESUS TO MODERN DAY AD 1 - PRESENT

NAHOR lived for 148 years

ENOCH lived for 365 years, then God took him.

METHUSELAH lived for 969 years

LAMECH lived for 777 years

NOAH lived for 950 years (The Flood)

SHEM lived for 600 years

ARPHAXAD lived for 438 years

SALAH lived for 433 years

EBER lived for 464 years

PELEG lived for 239 years

REU lived for 239 years

SERUG lived for 230 years

TERAH lived for 205 years

ABRAHAM lived for 175 years

(The Fall) ADAM lived for 930 years*

SETH lived for 912 years

ENOS lived for 905 years

KENAN (CAINAN) lived for 910 years

MAHALALEEL lived for 895 years

JARED lived for 962 years

* The numbers in this section 
indicate the age of the person 

at death. The red lines indicate the 
life span in relationship to the others.
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Life of Jesus Timeline, Pamphlet 
Easily see the stories of Jesus in the four Gospels in 
a fresh new way by looking at them in the order they 
happened with this full-color time line. From the birth of 
Christ in Bethlehem to his ascension into heaven, see 
helpful Bible references for 75 key events, including 
Jesus’ ministry, the Transfiguration, the Last Supper, 
and more at a glance!

Pamphlet............. 978-1-59636-189-8.............$4.99

Chronology of the Bible, Pamphlet
This is a valuable pamphlet and chronological Bible 
reading plan that helps you see Bible history from 
Genesis to Revelation in chronological order. Simple, 
colorful, and easy to follow, this fold-out pamphlet 
covers more than 2,200 years of biblical history. It 
includes over 200 key Bible characters, books, and 
events arranged on a timeline in the order that they 
happened.

Pamphlet............. 978-1-62862-903-3............$4.99

Giant 10-Foot Bible Time Line 
Put a sweeping history of the Bible on the wall of your 
classroom, home, or office. This bestselling Class-
room 10-Foot Bible Time Line presents more than 140 
key people and events and includes the ruling years 
of kings, prophets, dates of battles, and events from 
Adam and Eve to Jesus and the Apostle Paul. Colorful 
illustrations make it easy to identify the various periods 
in biblical history.

Foldout Chart........978-1-59636-067-9........... $14.99

Rose Book of Bible and  
Christian History Time Lines

This incredible Bible time line not only covers events from Genesis 
to Revelation, it also covers all of church history, including the 
expansion of Christianity and the persecution of Christians around 
the world, as well as the history of Bible translation.

Compare Bible history, world history, and Middle Eastern rulers and 
empires side by side. Then unfold this giant Bible time line poster 
and put it up on the wall or down the church hallway. This dramatic 
timeline is guaranteed to grab people’s attention in Bible study and 
adult Sunday school. 

Book........................................978-1-59636-084-6....................$34.99
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