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Reproducible

2200 BC 2100 BC 1100 BC

King Saul c. 1051–1011  

Middle Kingdom (11th–12th  dynasties) in Egypt. Strong pharaohs encourage farming; international trade, literature, art, and architecture flourish. c. 2050–1800
Second Intermediate Period (13th–17th  dynasties) c. 1800–1570

  Hyksos expelled from Egypt. 1570
  18th  dynasty begins. 1570
  Ahmose c. 1570–1545

Amenhotep c. 1545–1529
Thutmose c. 1529–1517  

  Thutmose II c. 1517–1504

  Thutmose III c. 1504–1453

Queen Hatshepshut c. 1504–1483
  Amenhotep II (possible pharaoh during the exodus) c. 1453–1426

  Thutmose IV c. 1426–1416

  Amenhotep III c. 1416–1377

  Amenhotep IV c. 1377–1360

  Tutankhamun (“King Tut”) c. 1360–1350

  Ay c. 1350–1347
Horemheb c. 1347–1318

  19th  dynasty begins. c. 1318
  Rameses c. 1318–1317
  Seti c. 1317–1304

  Rameses II c. 1304–1237EGYPTIAN KINGDOMS

EGYPTIAN PHARAOHS

First Intermediate Period c. 2181–2050
  Hyksos rule Egypt. c. 1730

  Merneptah  c. 1237–1227   Egypt’s power begins 
to decline. c. 1164

  Rameses III  c. 1195–1164

Books of the Bible are listed by date of events on the time line. 

World History   Mortuary temple (the famous “lost labyrinth”) is built by Amenemhet III in Egypt. c. 1870

Hammurabi reigns in Babylon and creates the Law Code of Hammurabi. 1792–1750

  First Chinese dictionary contains 40,000 characters. c. 1700

  The Hittites, Indo-European tribes, migrate to Asia Minor. c. 2000

  Babylonians use geometry in astronomic measurements; identify signs of the zodiac. c. 2000

  Four basic elements identified in India: earth, air, fire, and water. c. 2000

  Beginning of Semitic alphabet. c. 2000

  Indoor bathroom plumbing first used in Crete. c. 2000

  In England, Stonehenge becomes a center of religious worship. c. 2000

 The city of Ur falls. c. 2004

  Corn, beans, and other produce is cultivated in North America. c. 2000

  Sechin Alto complex built in Peru. c. 1750

  Hittite Old Kingdom c. 1700–1500

 Old Kingdom pyramids built in Egypt. c. 2700–2200

 Earliest forms of writing develop. c. 3200

 Irrigation systems for growing rice develop in China. c. 2400

 Bronze age begins in Asia. c. 3000

 Earliest stages of construction of Stonehenge in England. c. 3000

  Great ziggurat of Ur built by Sumerian King Ur-Nammu. c. 2100

  Epic of Gilgamesh first appears in Mesopotamia. c. 2100

  Minoan civilization begins on Crete. They trade olives, wines, and wool. c. 2050

  Hittites sack Babylon. 1595

Primitive Greek alphabet develops. c. 1500

  Library in Hittite capital contains tablets in eight languages. c. 1500

Shipbuilding flourishes in Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries. c. 1500

  Leprosy in India and Egypt. c. 1500

  “Book of the Dead,” Egyptian religious documents, written. c. 1550

  Shang Dynasty in China c. 1600–1046 

  Tombs in the Valley of the Kings first built. c. 1526

  Hittite New Kingdom c. 1400–1200

  Pharaoh Merneptah’s victory stele mentions Israel 
for the first time in non-biblical history. c. 1230

  Iron Age begins. c. 1200

  Olmec culture in Mexico marked by 
massive basalt sculptures. c. 1200

 Trojan War begins. c. 1190

  Conquest of Troy 1184 (traditional date in Greek literature)

  Hittite Empire ends. c. 1200

 Battle of Kadesh between Egypt and 
Hittites fought to a draw. c. 1274

Tiglath-Pileser rules Assyria. 1114–1076

Philistines bring the ability to smelt 
iron into Canaan. c. 1050  

  Phoenicians trade cedar, glass, and ivory in Canaan. c. 1100

Bible History

Abraham (Abram) c. 2166–1991 

Sarah (Sarai) c. 2156–2029

  Abram and Sarai are married but are unable to have children.

 Abrahamic Covenant: The Lord calls Abra
Canaan and promises him land and offsprin

  Abram and Sarai live for a time in Egypt to a

  Sarai’s Egyptian slave Hagar gives birt

Ishmael c. 2080–1943

  God confirms his covenant wit
(“father of a multitude”) an

  Sodom and Gomorrah destro

Isaac c. 2066–1886

  Isa

  Abimelek, a son of Gideon, murders his 
brothers and usurps power in Israel.

  Eli, priest in Shiloh c. 1100–1060

Samuel, judge and 
prophet c. 1060–1020

David is born. 1041  

  Abram’s father Terah and his family migrate from Ur to Harran in Mesopotamia

  Abram and his nephew Lot separate.

  Sara

  Job (date unknown)

 Book of Ruth

  Tribes of Israel go to war against 
the tribe of Benjamin.

  Isaac, the promised son, is b

Some scholars place Abraham’s birth at 1952 C. In this case, 
biblical events through Joseph would slide 214 years later.

Samuel anoints Saul as the 
first king of Israel. 1051 

  Creation of the world and first humans. 

 Adamic covenant

 Noahic covenant

  The Fall: Adam and Eve expelled from Eden.

  The Flood: Noah and his family saved 
through a worldwide flood.

 Tower of Babel: Languages confused.

Book of the Bible

Key Event

Key Person

King of Israel

King of Judah

Time Span

circa (approximate date)c.



This retaining wall and its terraces are possibly the “Millo” built 
in Jerusalem by the Jebusites and later rebuilt by King Solomon.

Columns from the temple that 
Rameses III built at Thebes. 
He was the last of the great 
warrior pharaohs of Egypt.

Cedar tree in Lebanon (ancient Phoenicia)

The Epic of Gilgamesh tells the story of a 
massive flood and a hero who is told to build 
a ship and take along every kind of animal.

This sculpture on the King’s Gate 
at the Hittite capital of Hattusha 
depicts a warrior god. Until 
discoveries at the end of the 
19th century, the Hittites were 
only known from the Bible. 

Olmec basalt statue
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Omar Khayyam, Persian poet, mathematician, and astronomer 1048–1131 Maimonides, Jewish religious philosopher 1135–1204

  The first court jesters appear at European courts. c. 1200

 The Magna Carta is signed at Runnymede, England, limiting royal power. 1215

Mongols invade Russia. 1237

Leprosy brought to Europe by the Crusaders. c. 1230

Mongols defeat Germans in Silesia, invade Poland and Hungary, and 
withdraw from Europe after Mongol leader Ughetai dies. 1241

Kublai Khan becomes the ruler of Mongols, establishes the 
Yuan dynasty in China, and invades Burma. 1264–1294

Marco Polo of Venice travels to China, visits the court of 
Kublai Khan, returns to Genoa, and writes Travels. 1271–1300

  First toll roads used in England. 1269

Moses de Leon, Jewish theologian, 
produces the Zohar, fundamental 
work on Jewish mysticism. c. 1275

  Invention of spectacles. c. 1290

  England’s first Parliament is called. 1295

Salic Law, excluding women from succession to throne, is adopted in France. 1317

Tenochtitlán is founded by Aztecs on the site of modern Mexico City. c. 1325

Ivan of Russia makes Moscow his capital. 1328

  Peak of Muslim culture in Spain 1333

 Hundred Years’ War: English and French kings fight for control of France. 1337–1453

Petrarch is crowned poet on the Capitol, Rome. 1341

 Ming Dynasty begins in China, expels Mongols, 
and restores the Great Wall of China. 1368

 Gutenberg press invented. c. 1454

Robin Hood appears in English popular literature. c. 1375

Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer appears. 1387

  Byzantines lose last possessions in Asia Minor to Turks. 1390

Timur, the Mongol conqueror, begins 
last great conquest: Delhi. 1398

“Yung Lo Ta Tien,” Chinese encyclopedia in 22,937 
volumes, compiled. (Only three copies are made.) 1403

Prince Henry the Navigator of Portugal sponsors 
exploration of Africa’s coast. 1418–1460

Mongol Genghis Khan rises to power; conquers China, Iran, and Iraq. 1211

Mali Empire reaches its height under King Mansa Musa. 1312
  Rock-hewn churches carved in Lalibela, Ethiopia, as a New Jerusalem. c. 1200

  King Edward expels Jews from England. 1290

 The Bubonic Plague (also known as the Black Death) kills 
33% of the population in Europe (40 million). People blame 
the disease (which is transmitted by fleas living on rats) on the 
Avignon papacy, the Jews, and personal immorality. 1348–1351

King Philip IV expels Jews from France. 1306

  Aztec society expands in central Mexico. c. 1350

  Cannons first 
used in battles in 
Europe. c. 1320

Gedun Drupa becomes a Buddhist monk 
in Tibet and the first Dalai Lama. c. 1411

Great Zimbabwe construction is completed. c. 1410

Modern English develops from
Middle English. c. 1450

Incas rule in Peru. 1438

  Florence, Italy, becomes the center for arts 
and learning during the Renaissance. c. 1450

Wars of the Roses: Civil wars between 
rival noble factions in England 1455–1485

Ivan the Great rules Russia. 
1462–1505

Leonardo da Vinci, Italian artist, 
inventor, and theorist 1452–1519

Guru Nank, founder of 
Sikhism, is born. 1469

Muslims gain control of Sicily. 902

Sepher Yetzirah, the Jewish book of creation, is written. c. 900

Russians again attack Constantinople. 904

Rus’-Byzantine treaty, commercial agreement between
Russia and Constantinople, is established. 911

  Córdoba, Spain, becomes the seat of Arab 
learning, science, commerce, and industry. c. 929

Otto the Great becomes king of Germany. 936

  In Japan, revolts against imperial rule 
set off a period of civil war. 939

Russian Grand Duchess Olga 
christened in Constantinople. 955

Mieczyslaw reigns as the first 
ruler of Poland. c. 960–992

Ferdowsi, renowned Persian poet, writes 
Shahnameh (“Book of Kings”). c. 977

  The present arithmetical notation 
brought to Europe by Arabs. c. 975

First Chinese encyclopedia of 
1,000 volumes c. 984–987

lish epic, is written. c. 1000

Danes control England. 1013

Canute takes the English throne. 1016

Yaroslav the Wise, prince of Kyiv, codifies Russian 
law and builds cities, schools, and churches. c. 1019

Canute conquers Norway. 1028

Eric of Sweden conquers Finland. 1157

  Chrétien de Troyes produces Lancelot, a romance of courtly love. 1170

  Construction of the Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy begins. 1173

Massacre of Jews at the coronation of Richard the Lionheart in London. 1189

  Richard conquers Cyprus and sells it to the Templars. 1191

  The game of chess arrives in Europe from Asia. c. 1000

  Jews banished from France by King Philip Augustus. 1182

Tale of Genji, the world’s first novel, is written in Japan. c. 1000

 Canute dies and the kingdom is divided among 
his sons: Harold Harefoot (England), Sweyn 
(Norway), and Hardecanute (Denmark). 1035

Samurai warriors increase their authority in Japan. 1185

Tristan et Iseult (Isolde), Celtic romance epic by 
Beroul and Thomas, develops. c. 1150–1170

  Construction of Angkor Wat temple begins in Cambodia. 1122

  Islam spreads to northern India and western Africa. c. 1000

  First record of gondolas in Venice. 1094

  Troubadours (wandering minstrels) glorify 
romantic concepts of feudalism. c. 1100

Robert Guiscard, Norman invader, establishes a kingdom in Italy. 1053

 Seljuk Turks capture Baghdad, Armenia, Syria, and Jerusalem. 1055–1071

 Battle of Hastings: William of Normandy invades England, defeats last 
Saxon king; crowned William of England (“the Conqueror”). 1066

Constantine the African brings Greek medicine to the Western world. c. 1071

Death of Macbeth, king of Scotland 1057

  Middle English, a mingling of Old English 
and French, begins to develop. c. 1100

  Chinese sailors use magnetic 
compasses for navigation. c. 1100

Muslim general Saladin defeats Crusaders at the Horns 
of Hattin (Galilee) and captures Jerusalem. 1187St. George’s 

Church, Lalibela, 
Ethiopia

Illustration from Tale of Genji

Ferdowsi
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Matthew, Mark, Luke, JohnBetween the Old and New Testaments

       Intertestamental Period Life of Jesus
400 bc ad 1 ad 10 ad 20300 bc 200 bc 100 bc

  Artaxerxes III 358–337

ALEXANDRIAN 
EMPIRE

  Alexander the Great 336–323
  Ptolemy 323–285

  Seleucus 312–280

  Ptolemy II 285–246
PTOLEMIES OF EGYPT

PERSIAN EMPIRE

  Ptolemy III 246–221

  Ptolemy IV 221–203
  Artaxerxes II 404–359

SELEUCIDS OF SYRIA

  Seleucus IV 187–175
  Antiochus IV 175–163

  Antiochus V 163–162
  Demetrius 162–150

  Antiochus VI 145–142

  Alexander 150–145

  Demetrius II 145–140

  Antiochus VII 138–129
  Demetrius III 129–125

  Antiochus VIII 125–96
  Antiochus IX 116–95

  Caesar Augustus (Octavian) 27 bc–ad 14
  Emperor Tiberius 14–37

ROMAN EMPERORS

  Ptolemy V 203–181

  Antiochus III ends Ptolemaic 
rule in Judea. 198

World History
Book of the Bible 

Key Event 

Key Person 

Church Council

Time Span 

circa (approximate date)c.



✙

  Emperor Wu makes Confucianism the state religion of China. 136

  Virgil, Roman poet 70–19

  Oldest existing amphitheater built at Pompeii, Italy. c. 70

  Gladiator Spartacus leads a slave revolt in Italy but is defeated. 73–71

  Roman general Pompey conquers Jerusalem, ending the Hasmonean Dynasty. 63

  Crassus dies in battle with the Parthians and the First Triumvirate collapses. 53

  Cleopatra VII, Queen of Egypt 51–30

  Julius Caesar defies the Senate and crosses the Rubicon. 
He defeats Pompey and is made dictator of Rome. 49–48

  Library of Alexandria destroyed by fire; volumes of ancient literature lost forever. 48

  Julius Caesar is assassinated by Brutus and Cassius. 44

  Battle of Philippi: Octavian and Mark Antony defeat Brutus and Cassius. 42

  Battle of Actium; Rome controls Egypt; Mark Antony and Cleopatra commit suicide. 31–30

  Hillel and Shammai are the leading rabbis in Judea. 30 bc–ad 10

  Augustus (Octavian) becomes the first Roman emperor. 27

  Philo of Alexandria, Hellenistic Jewish philosopher 20 bc–ad 50

  Julian calendar of 365 days put in use; leap year introduced. 46

  First Triumvirate, an alliance between Julius Caesar, Crassus, and Pompey, formed. 60–53

  First year in Christian calendar (ad=Anno Domini, the year of the Lord) 1

  Silk Road trade route expands through Central Asia. c. 130

  Glassblowing develops in Syria. c. 50

  Julius Caesar conquers Britain. 54

  Roman poet Ovid writes Metamorphoses. 8

  Xin Dynasty in China 9–23

  Herod Archelaus rules Judea. 4 bc–ad 6

  Herod Antipas rules Galilee and Perea. 4 bc–ad 39

  Judea becomes a Roman province ruled by a governor. 6–41, 44–46

  Herod the Great dies. 4 bc

  Seleucid Empire in Judea 198–63

  Rosetta Stone carved. 196

  Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV Epiphanes tries to force Jews to abandon their law. 
He desecrates the Jerusalem temple by sacrificing a pig on the altar. 167

  Venus of Milo sculpted. c.150

  Hasmoneans take control of the priesthood. 152

  Hasmonean Dynasty (Jewish self-rule) 164–63

  Alexander dies, and his empire divides between his generals, including Ptolemy and Seleucus. 323

  Maccabean Revolt 167–160

  Judas Maccabeus leads a successful revolt against the Seleucids. 
The Jews recapture Jerusalem and rededicate the temple 
(Hanukkah). Hasmonean Dynasty is established. 164

  Pharisees and Sadducees become established 
groups during the Hasmonean period. c. 152–63

  Mayan calendar in use in Central America. c. 200

  Terracotta Army: 8,000 life-sized warriors are sculpted for the tomb of Emperor Qin Shi Huang. c. 210

  Roman Republic grows in power and forces Seleucids to pay tribute. 188

  Herod the Great rules Judea. 37–4 bc

  Herod captures Judea with Rome’s help. 37 bc

  Herod the Great begins a massive expansion 
of the Jerusalem temple complex. 20 bc

  Plato, Greek philosopher 427–347

  Oral commentaries on the Hebrew Scriptures begin to develop. 
(Later compiled as the Mishnah.) c. 400

  Plato founds a philosophical school in Athens known as the Academy. 387

  Aristotle, Greek philosopher 384–322

  Etruscan actors present the first theatrical performance in Rome. 364

  Aristotle forms the beginnings of Western musical theory. c. 335

  Zeno, Phoenician philosopher, begins the Stoic school of philosophy in Athens. c. 300

  Museum and library of Alexandria are formed. c. 300

  Archimedes, Greek mathematician and scientist 287–212

  Lighthouse of Alexandria built in Egypt, one of the 
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. 275

  First gladiator competitions in Rome 264

  Parchment (animal skins for writing) made at Pergamum. c. 250

  Construction of a “Great Wall” begins in China. 287

  Punic Wars: The wars end with the Romans destroying the city of Carthage. 264–146

  Parisii tribe founds a small fishing village on an island in the Seine River 
(beginnings of the city of Paris). c. 259

  Zhou Dynasty in China c. 1046–256

  Gauls sack Rome and burn the city. 390

  Alexander conquers much of the Middle East. Persian Empire collapses 
and Hellenization (spread of Greek culture) begins. 334–323

  Ptolemaic Empire in Judea 323–198

  Colossus of Rhodes, one of the Seven Wonders of 
the Ancient World, collapses in an earthquake. 226

  Qin Shi Huang, first emperor, unites China and suppresses 
opposition with book burnings and executions. 221–210

  Septuagint (Hebrew Scriptures translated into Greek) is completed in Alexandria. c. 255

  Ptolemy attacks Jerusalem on the Sabbath. 320

  Meng Zi (Mencius), “Second Sage of Confucianism,” emphasizes 
human goodness and urges kings to rule benevolently. c. 372–289 

  Ashoka the Great of India, in remorse after a bloody civil war, 
dedicates himself to spreading Buddhism in Asia. c. 260

  Early Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Hebrew Scriptures) written. c. 300

  Western (Early) Han Dynasty in China 206 bc–ad 9

  Alexander the Great of Macedonia 356–323

  John the Baptist is born. 5 bc

   Jesus is born in Bethlehem. c. 4 bc

  Jesus (age 12) amazes teachers 
at the temple in Jerusalem. c. 9

  When an infant, Jesus is recognized as 
the Messiah by Simeon and Anna. c. 4 bc

Caiaphas, high priest 18–36

Dates for the birth of Jesus vary from 6 to 4 bc. 
Bible History

Cleopatra was the last ruler of the 
Ptolemaic Empire in Egypt.

Birth of Jesus

Alexander the Great 
conquered most of the 
Middle East before his 

death at age thirty-two.

The Rosetta Stone (which dates to 196 bc  
but was not discovered until ad 1799) 

contains the same inscription honoring 
Ptolemy V written in three languages: 

Egyptian hieroglyphics, Egyptian Demotic, 
and Koine Greek. This discovery allowed 
scholars to decode Egyptian characters. 

The Lighthouse of 
Alexandria reached 
350 feet (110 m) tall 
and remained standing 
until the 14th century 
when it was destroyed 
in an earthquake.

About 15,000 Dead Sea Scroll manuscript 
fragments were found in Cave 4. 

Caesar Augustus (also 
known as Octavian) was 

the emperor of Rome when 
Jesus was born. He was a brilliant 

and capable leader, and the 
nephew of Julius Caesar.

Hasmonean coin from 
the reign of Alexander 

Jannaeus (c. 103–76 bc)
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Acts, James, Galatians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Romans Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, Titus, 1 & 2 Timothy, 1 & 2 Peter, Hebrews, Jude, 1, 2 & 3 John, Revelation

 The First Christians Early Church After Acts
ad 30 ad 40 ad 50 ad 60 ad 70 ad 80 ad 90 ad 100

  Emperor Caligula 37–41
  Emperor Claudius 41–54

  Emperor Nero 54–68
  Emperor Vespasian 69–79

  Emperor Titus 79–81

  Emperor Domitian 81–96

Emperor Trajan 98–117  

  Emperors Galba, Otho, Vitellius 68–69
Emperor Nerva 96–98

Emperor Tiberius 14–37
ROMAN EMPERORS

  Caligula becomes Roman emperor and declares himself a god. 37

  Caligula is assassinated; succeeded by Claudius. 41

  London founded. 43

  Romans invade Britain. 43

  Claudius is poisoned by his wife, whose son Nero becomes emperor. 54

  Nero commits suicide when the Roman Senate turns against him. 68

  Romans march on Jerusalem and destroy the temple. 
Jews and Christians flee to all parts of the empire. 70

  Pliny the Elder compiles Natural History, a 37-volume 
work of Greek and Roman science. 77

  First Jewish Revolt against the Romans 66–73

  Qumran community (site of the Dead Sea Scrolls) destroyed by the Romans. 68

  Jewish historian Josephus writes History of the Jewish War. c. 75

  Colosseum in Rome built. 71–80

  The last stand of Jewish rebels at Masada. 73

  Mount Vesuvius erupts and engulfs Pompeii. 79

Josephus writes Antiquities of the Jews. c. 94  

Emperor Domitian bans philosophers from Italy. c. 95    Khazneh mausoleum completed in Petra. c. 40

  Eastern (Later) Han Dynasty begins; lasts for nearly 200 years. 25

  Theudas claims to be the Messiah in Judea and is executed. 46

  Peshitta translation (Hebrew Old Testament in Syriac Aramaic) begins. c. 50

  Roman civil war with three emperors, whose reigns 
end in murder or suicide. 68–69

Domitian is assassinated by his court officials. 96  

Pyramid of the Sun built in Mexico. c. 100  

Under Emperor Trajan, the Roman Empire reaches 
its greatest geographical extent. 98–117

Philo 20 bc–ad 50

  Jesus is baptized in the Jordan River and begins his ministry. c. 27

  John the Baptist begins a ministry of baptism. c. 27

  Pontius Pilate governs Judea. 26–36

  John the Baptist is arrested and killed by Herod Antipas. c. 29

  Crucifixion, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ c. 30

  Risen Christ is seen by more than 500 people; then ascends to heaven. c. 30

  Stephen martyred, persecution increases, and Christians disperse throughout Judea and Samaria. c. 32

  Paul converted on the road to Damascus. c. 37

  Gospel preached to gentiles; conversion of Cornelius. c. 40

  Herod Agrippa rules regions east of the Sea of Galilee, then Judea. 37–44

  James, brother of John, martyred by Herod Agrippa. c. 44

  Followers of Christ first called Christians at Antioch of Syria.

  Paul’s first missionary journey c. 47–49

  Claudius expels Jews from Rome, including Paul’s 
companions Priscilla and Aquila. 49

✙ Jerusalem Council concludes that gentile converts are not required to follow Jewish law. c. 49 

  Paul’s second missionary journey c. 49–51

  Ministry of Jesus c. 27–30

  Pentecost: Holy Spirit descends upon disciples in Jerusalem. c. 30

  Paul writes the epistles of Galatians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, and Romans. c. 49–59

 James, brother of Jesus, writes his epistle. c. 49

  Gospels of Mark and Matthew and epistles of Hebrews and Jude written. c.50s–60s

  Anacletus becomes bishop in Rome. c. 79

  Roman persecution of Christians intensifies under Emperor Domitian. 
Jews oust followers of Jesus from synagogues. 81–96

  Writings of early church leaders: Barnabas, Clement of Rome, 
Ignatius, and Polycarp. c. 85–150

Evaristus becomes bishop of Rome. 99  

  Clement, Bishop of Rome 88–99

  Felix becomes governor of Judea. 52

  Paul’s third missionary journey c. 52–57

  Paul is arrested in Jerusalem and imprisoned in Caesarea. c. 57–59

  Paul spreads the gospel in Rome, even while under house arrest. c. 60–62

  Festus governs Judea. 59–62

  James, brother of Jesus, is martyred. 62

  Paul’s journey to Rome c. 59

  Paul and Peter are martyred in Rome. c. 66–68 

  Paul writes the epistles of Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. c. 60–62

  Luke writes the gospel of Luke and the book of Acts. c. 60–62

  Paul writes his last epistles to Timothy and Titus. c. 62–67

  Peter writes two epistles. c. 64

  Rome burns in a great fire. Nero blames 
and persecutes Christians. 64–68

  Gallio, proconsul of Achaia 51–52

  Herod Agrippa II, last ruler of the Herodian Dynasty 49–92

Emperor Nerva tolerates Christianity. 
Persecution subsides. 96–98  

Revelation is written during or shortly after 
the apostle John’s exile on Patmos. c. 95 

Some scholars believe John’s exile was 
under Domitian’s rule (85–96) and others 

believe it was under Nero’s rule (c. 68). 

Apostle John dies in Ephesus, the last 
of the twelve disciples. c. 100  

Caiaphas 18–36

 John writes his gospel and three epistles. c. 85–95

Rise of Gnostic heresies within the church. c. 100  
Herod Antipas 4 bc–ad 39

Judea, Roman province 6–41, 44–46

This detail from the Arch of Titus 
in Rome shows soldiers carrying 
away a sacred lampstand during 
the plunder of the Jerusalem 
temple (ad 70).

Jesus in front of 
Pontius Pilate.

Jewish rebels defended 
the Masada fortress 

against the Romans. In 
the end, they committed 
suicide to avoid capture.

Pyramid of the Sun

The Ostian Way outside Rome is where 
Paul is believed to have been beheaded 
under order of Emperor Nero.

Paul preaching in Ephesus (Acts 19). 
Ephesus, Jerusalem, and Antioch of Syria 
were the three most important centers 
of Christianity in the first century.

Jesus called his first disciples, miraculously fed the 5,000, and 
gave his Sermon on the Mount in the region of Galilee.

Khazneh at Petra (in modern-day Jordan),  
the capital city of the Nabataean Kingdom. 

Mount Vesuvius erupted and buried the city of Pompeii, Italy.
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ERA DATES KEY PEOPLE AND EVENTS BOOKS OF THE BIBLE

Intertestamental 
Period

400–4 bc  • Fall of the Persian Empire
 • Rise of the Greek Empire
 • Alexander the Great
 • Maccabean Revolt
 • Hasmonean Dynasty
 • Pharisees and Sadducees
 • Roman Empire
 • Julius Caesar and Augustus

The 66 books of the Bible do 
not cover this time period.

Life of Jesus 4 bc–ad 30  • Mary and the Birth of Jesus Christ
 • Herod the Great
 • Emperors Augustus and Tiberius
 • John the Baptist
 • Jesus’s Ministry of Healing, Miracles, 
and Teaching in Galilee, Judea,  
and Perea

 • Christ’s Crucifixion, Death, and Burial 
in Jerusalem

 • Christ’s Resurrection and Ascension

 • Matthew 
 • Mark
 • Luke
 • John

The First 
Christians

ad 30–60  • Holy Spirit at Pentecost
 • Beginning of the Church
 • Apostles Peter and John
 • Stephen and James Martyred
 • Apostle Paul
 • Spread of the Gospel to Gentiles

 • Acts
 • James
 • Galatians
 • 1 and 2 Thessalonians
 • 1 and 2 Corinthians
 • Romans

Early Church 
After the Book  
of Acts

ad 60–100  • Emperors Caligula, Nero, and 
Domitian

 • Peter and Paul Martyred
 • Persecution of Christians
 • Jewish Revolt against Rome
 • Destruction of the Temple in 
Jerusalem

 • Writings of Josephus
 • Clement of Rome

 • Ephesians
 • Philippians
 • Colossians
 • Philemon
 • Titus
 • 1 and 2 Timothy
 • 1 and 2 Peter
 • Hebrews
 • Jude
 • 1, 2, and 3 John
 • Revelation

Dates are approximate.

New Testament Overview
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“You must be born again.”  
—John 3:7

“Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born.” —Luke 2:11

 ANNUNCIATION  
The angel Gabriel tells Mary 

that she will bear a son through 
the Holy Spirit. Luke 1:26–38

 BIRTH  
OF CHRIST  

Jesus is born in 
Bethlehem. Luke 2:1–7

At the temple, Jesus 
is recognized as the 
Messiah. 
Luke 2:21–38

 FIRST MIRACLE  
Jesus turns water  

into wine at a wedding  
in Cana. John 2:1–12

In Jerusalem, Nicodemus 
and Jesus converse about 
the kingdom of God. 
John 3:1–21

In Cana, Jesus heals 
an official’s son from 
a distance. 
John 4:46–54

The angel Gabriel 
tells Joseph to take 
Mary as his wife. 
Matt. 1:18–25

Shepherds visit 
Jesus lying in 
the manger.
Luke 2:8–20

Magi from 
the east visit 
Jesus. 
Matt. 2:1–12

Jesus cleanses 
the temple. 
John 2:13–25

Jesus meets the 
Samaritan woman 
at a well in Sychar. 
John 4:1–42

4 bc

Passover #1

Though Bible scholars differ about the precise sequence of events in the life of Jesus, we have tried to ensure that 
the material presented here is consistent with widely held interpretations of the basic chronology in the gospels. 

BIRTH & CHILDHOOD

Life of Jesus
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“Come, follow me.”  
—Matthew 4:19

“This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased.”  

—Matthew 3:17

Joseph, Mary, and 
Jesus flee to Egypt 
to escape King 
Herod. They return 
to Nazareth after 
Herod’s death.
Matt. 2:13–23

 BAPTISM  
John the Baptist baptizes 

Jesus in the Jordan River. 
Matt. 3:13–17; Mark 1:9–11; 
Luke 3:21–22

In Capernaum, Jesus 
heals and forgives a 
paralyzed man. 
Matt. 9:1–8; Mark 2:1–12;  
Luke 5:17–26

Jesus heals a 
man at the pool 
of Bethesda. 
John 5:1–47

Jesus amazes 
teachers at the 
temple. 
Luke 2:41–52

Jesus resists Satan’s 
temptations in the 
wilderness.
Matt. 4:1–11;  
Mark 1:12–13;  
Luke 4:1–13

Beside the Sea of 
Galilee, Jesus calls his 
disciples. Matt. 4:18–22; 
Mark 1:16–20; Luke 5:1–11

Jesus dines with 
“sinners.” 
Matt. 9:9–13;  
Mark 2:13–17;  
Luke 5:27–32

SERMON ON THE MOUNT  
From a hillside in Galilee, Jesus 

teaches with authority. 
Matt. 5:1–7:29; Luke 6:20–49;  

11:1–13; 16:16–17

Age 30; ad 27

Age 12

Passover #2

Dates are approximate. Dates for the birth of Christ range from 6 to 4 bc. This timeline follows the 4 bc date.

John mentions four Passovers 
(John 2:13; 5:1; 6:4; 13:1); the first 
one very early in Jesus’s ministry 
and the last one in Jesus’s final 
week in Jerusalem. (The festival 
in John 5:1 is believed to be 
either Passover itself or another 
festival near the Passover season.) 
This means that Jesus’s ministry 
continued for at least three years.

EARLY MINISTRY

MINISTRY PRIMARILY IN GALILEE
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Pharisees accuse Jesus of 
being in league with Satan. 
Matt. 12:22–37; Mark 3:20–30;  
Luke 11:14–28

Jesus heals 
a centurion’s 
servant in Cana. 
Matt. 8:5–13;  
Luke 7:1–10

Jesus casts demons out  
of a man and into pigs. 
Matt. 8:28–34; Mark 5:1–20;  
Luke 8:26–39

 TRANSFIGURATION 
Jesus is seen in glory.

Matt. 17:1–13; Mark 9:2–13;  
Luke 9:28–36

Jesus calms a storm 
on the Sea of Galilee. 
Matt. 8:23–27;  
Mark 4:35–41;  
Luke 8:22–25

In the city of Nain, 
Jesus raises a widow’s 
son from the dead.
Luke 7:11–17

Peter calls Jesus  
the Messiah/Christ. 
Matt. 16:13–20;  
Mark 8:27–30;  
Luke 9:18–21

In Jerusalem, Jesus 
spares a woman 
caught in adultery. 
John 7:53–8:11*

Jesus raises Jairus’s 
daughter and heals a 
woman who touches  
his cloak. 
Matt. 9:18–26; Mark 5:21–43; 
Luke 8:40–56

“You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.” 
—Matthew 16:16

Jesus heals a 
blind man at 
Bethsaida. 
Mark 8:22–26

Jesus feeds 
the 4,000.
Matt. 15:29–39; 
Mark 8:1–10

MINISTRY PRIMARILY IN GALILEE
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Passover #3

Near Bethsaida, Jesus 
feeds the 5,000 with  
just a few fish and  
loaves of bread.
Matt. 14:13–21; Mark 6:30–44;  
Luke 9:10–17; John 6:1–15

Jesus heals a 
crippled woman 
on the Sabbath. 
Luke 13:10–17

Jesus teaches, “I am 
the bread of life.” 
John 6:22–71

Jesus sends 
out the 72. 
Luke 10:1–24

Opponents try to 
stone Jesus for 
blasphemy. 
John 10:22–42

Jesus heals a 
Canaanite woman’s 
daughter in the region 
of Tyre and Sidon. 
Matt. 15:21–28;  
Mark 7:24–30

Jesus visits the 
home of Martha 
and Mary in 
Bethany. 
Luke 10:38–42

Jesus walks on 
water on the 
Sea of Galilee.
Matt. 14:22–36;  
Mark 6:45–56;  
John 6:16–21

Jesus heals a 
man born blind. 
John 9:1–41

Jesus mourns 
over Jerusalem. 
Matt. 22:37–39;  
Luke 13:31–35

* Some early manuscripts do not have these verses.

MINISTRY IN JUDEA & PEREA
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The Sanhedrin 
plots to kill Jesus. 
John 11:45–57

Jesus dines with 
Pharisees and heals 
a man with dropsy. 
Luke 14:1–24

In Jericho, Jesus heals 
Bartimaeus and another  
blind man. 
Matt. 20:29–34; Mark 10:46–52;  
Luke 18:35–43

In Bethany, 
Jesus raises 
Lazarus from 
the dead. 
John 11:1–44

“All things are possible with God.”  
—Mark 10:27

Judas Iscariot agrees 
to betray Jesus. 
Matt. 26:1–5, 14–16;  
Mark 14:1–2, 10–11;  
Luke 22:1–6

Jesus commends the 
widow’s offering. 
Mark 12:41–44;  
Luke 21:1–4

Jesus washes his 
disciples’ feet. 
John 13:1–17

OLIVET DISCOURSE  
Jesus teaches his disciples  

on the Mount of Olives. 
Matt. 24:1–25:46;  

Mark 13:1–37;  
Luke 21:5–38

WEDNESDAY* THURSDAY

Passover #4

A rich young ruler 
and Jesus converse 
about eternal life. 
Matt. 19:16–30;  
Mark 10:17–31;  
Luke 18:18–30

Jesus visits 
Zacchaeus, a tax 
collector in Jericho.
Luke 19:1–27

* The gospels do not mention Wednesday specifically, but Luke 21:37–38 suggests that Jesus taught in 
the temple courts on this day. Judas and the religious leaders may have plotted together on this day.

MINISTRY IN JUDEA & PEREA

66

In Bethany, Mary 
anoints Jesus’ feet 
with perfume. 
Matt. 26:6–13;  
Mark 14:3–9;  
John 12:1–8

“Not my will, but yours be done.”  
—Luke 22:42

“This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood.” —Luke 22:20

“Hosanna in the highest 
heaven!” —Mark 11:10

 LAST SUPPER  
Jesus and his disciples 

share a final meal in an 
upper room in Jerusalem.
Matt. 26:17–30; Mark 14:12–26;  
Luke 22:7–30; John 13:18–30

Jesus cleanses  
the temple.
Matt. 21:12–16;  
Mark 11:15–19;  
Luke 19:45–46

Jesus prays in the 
garden of Gethsemane. 
Matt. 26:36–46;  
Mark 14:32–42;  
Luke 22:39–46

TRIUMPHAL ENTRY  
Jesus enters Jerusalem. 

Matt. 21:1–11; Mark 11:1–11;  
Luke 19:28–44;  

John 12:12–19

Jesus predicts  
Peter’s denials. 
Matt. 26:31–35; Mark 14:27–31;  
Luke 22:31–38; John 13:31–38

Pharisees and Jesus 
dispute in the  
temple courts. 
Matt. 22:15–45;  
Mark 12:13–27, 35–40; 
Luke 20:20–47

While still in Gethsemane, 
Jesus is arrested when  
Judas betrays him. 
Matt. 26:47–56; Mark 14:43–52;  
Luke 22:47–53; John 18:1–12

ad 30

SUNDAY MONDAY

Jesus stands trial before 
Annas, Caiaphas, and  
the Sanhedrin. 
Matt. 26:57–68;  
Mark 14:53–65;  
Luke 22:54;  
John 18:13–14, 19–24

FRIDAY

TUESDAY

Midnight

JESUS’S LAST WEEK
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