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Festival of Lights

You light a lamp for me. The Loro, my God, lights up my darkness. Psalm 18:28

what 1t’s All About

In ancient times, a tyrant named Antiochus wanted the Jews to give up their holy books and
to worship idols instead of God. The Jewish Maccabees fought Antiochus and won. Hanukkah
is an eight-day Jewish Festival that celebrates the cleansing of the Temple after its desecration
by Antiochus. It is also called the Festival of Lights or the Feast of Dedication.

The Jews rejoiced and returned to their Temple to re-kindle the eternal light in the Temple lamp. This special lamp
(or candlestick) was called the menorah. It was made of pure gold and had seven branches to hold seven flames.
When the Maccabees returned to the Temple, they could only find a very small jar of holy oil for the lamp.

This small amount of oil was only enough to burn for one night. They put the oil in the lamp and a strange thing
happened. It burned for eight days! Today, Jewish people celebrate by lighting one candle on the menorah each
night, singing special songs, eating food:s fried in oil, giving gifts, and playing with dreidels (spinning tops).

Find the eight Stars of David (six-pointed star) and color them blue. Then, color the picture.

Hanukkah - 5
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Dreidel Game

Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path. Psalm 119:105

wWhat 1t’s All About

Hanukkah celebrates the Jewish victory against the tyrant Antiochus. After their win, they went to light the holy
Temple lamp called the menorah. They only had enough oil for one night, but the lamp stayed lit for eight days!

Today, Jewish families celebrate this festival by lighting the candles on their menorah and
by having parties with gifts, singing, celebrating, and lots of potato pancakes for everyone
to eat. It’s very possible that even Jesus celebrated Hanukkah (see John 10:22).

Children are given little spinning tops called dreidels as part of the celebration. Each side of the dreidel
has a Hebrew letter of NGHS, which represent the saying “Nes gadol haya sham,” or “A great miracle
happened there.” In Israel, a letter is replaced so the phrase says “A great miracle happened here.”

What You Need for Younger Children
* Dreidel Board (p. 115) * Dreidel * Paper ¢ Crayons or markers

Preparation

Photocopy Dreidel Board, making one copy for every five players.

What Younger Children vo
1. Divide into groups of five players.

. Determine how many rounds or how long you are going to play.

2
3. On your turn, spin the dreidel in the center of the Dreidel Board.
y

. When it stops spinning, write down the number

\

to which the top of dreidel points.

. After a certain number of turns, or length of time, add up the numbers.

wu

6. Whoever has the greatest number of points recites, or chooses someone to recite, the memory verse.

What You Need for Older children

* Dreidel * Game pieces (chocolate coins, chocolate chips, raisins, pennies, etc.)

what Older Children vo
1. Divide info groups of any number and sit in a circle.
2. Each player begins with ten game pieces. The goal is to get the most game pieces by spinning the dreidel.

3. Atthe beginning of each round, players put one game piece in the center. Every
time the center is empty, each player contributes a game piece.

4. On your turn, spin the dreidel once.
¢ If Nun is facing up, take nothing.
¢ If Gimelis facing up, take everything in the center.
¢ If Hey is facing up, take half. If there is an uneven number in the middle, take half plus one game piece.
e If Shin is facing up, add a game piece to the center. (In Israel, this letter would be Peh).
5. If a player runs out of game pieces, they are either out of the game or they may ask another player for a loan.

6. The first person to collect all the game pieces, or when time is up, may
recite, or ask someone else to recite, the memory verse.

Bonus: Make Your Own dreidel

Search online to find tutorials for making your own dreidels.
© ° Hanukkah
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Pop Up Nativity
The Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth
to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means “God is with us”). Isaiah 7:14

What You Need

* Nativity Patterns (p. 127) ¢ Crayons or markers ® Scissors ® Glue * Craft stick, one for each child ¢ Modeling clay

Preparation

Photocopy Nativity Patterns onto card stock, making one for each child.

What 1t’s All About

For hundreds of years, God'’s people waited for their Messiah. Prophets (special messengers from God) told about
things that would happen when the Messiah came. One of those signs was that a virgin would have a baby.

Mary was a virgin when the angel Gabriel told her that God chose her to
be the mother of the Messiah. This was a big deal! God chose her because star
she was faithful to him. Even when she and her husband, Joseph, had to

travel to Bethlehem, she had faith that God would take care of them. 1

Bethlehem was overcrowded with travelers. Joseph could not find a room
for them anywhere. But then, an inn keeper offered them the room where he
kept his animals. When Jesus was born, Mary did not have a crib for him,

so she put him on the hay of a feeding trough. This is called a manger.

Shepherds came to see baby Jesus and were amazed at what
they saw. Some time later, wise men from the East followed a star
to see Jesus. They offered him gifts and worshiped him.

craft stick

Today, we can make our own nativity scene as a reminder of Jesus’ birth.

What To Do
1. Color the Nativity Patterns. J

2. Cut out the Nativity Patterns.

3. Apply glue to one side of Mary and Joseph'’s tunics. Then connect

modeling clay

the opposite side, so that both figures stand up on their own.
. Cut a small slit over Mary’s arms where indicated.
. Slip Jesus's tab through the slitin Mary's arms.
. Glue the stars to the top of a craft stick.

. Make a small ball of modeling clay.

P NW e~ U F

. Once the glue has dried, place the craft stick
info the modeling clay as illustrated.

9. Fold the manger along the indicated lines so that it stands up on its own.
You can decide to keep Jesus in Mary's arms or put him in the manger.

10. Set up your nativity scene.

8 -+ Christmas
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Why Jesus Came Maze

Give thanks to the Lorp, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever. 1 Chronicles 16:34

What You Need

* Crayons or markers

Preparation

Photocopy this page, making one for each child.
What It’s All About

Jesus loves you very much, and he came to Earth for one very special reason. Complete the maze to find that reason.

What To Do

Find a path through the maze from Heaven to Earth and write the letters in the blanks.

HEAVEN

“The Father has sent his Son

2

1 John 4:14
10
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The Super-Sized Book of Holidays,
Special Days, and Celebrations

The lessons in The Super-Sized Book of Holidays, Special Days,
and Celebrations remind kids that God created us and provided
for our salvation through his Son, Jesus Christ. Whenever we
are mindful of God during the special days we celebrate, we are
giving God the glory for the blessings he has bestowed upon us.
It is our prayer that by observing Christ-centered celebrations,
our children will become firmly rooted in Christian principles and
desire to live lives that will be pleasing to God.

BOOK ..o ISBN: 9781649380142 ............ $24.99

The Super-Sized Book of Bible Puzzles

This Super-Sized Book of Bible Puzzles is a giant,
humongous book packed with exciting projects for your
Sunday School class! Each fully-reproducible puzzle
includes a Bible lesson and memory verse. For ages
5-10. 256 pages. Features over 220 mind-bending
puzzles, twisting mazes, and Bible activities!

Book............ 9781584111429............ $24.995

Top 50 Creative Bible Lessons for
Preschoolers

This book has everything you need to teach children
ages two to five for a whole year! It’s filled with great
Bible stories; step-by-step, easy-to-use instructions;
fun activities; and TONS of reproducible pages. These
lessons have everything you need to reach young
children with the good news of God’s amazing love..

BookK .......ccceeee 9781584111566 ........... $19.99

The Super-Sized Book of Bible Crafts

Enjoy teaching your kids to have tons of fun learning
about God’s Word with this gigantic book jam-packed
with hours of hands-on crafts and DIY projects! Includes
clear step-by-step directions that explain how to build
each craft using simple household items and materials.

Book ......ccceuune 9781584111504........... $24.99
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