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I  fullness of time, God sent the 
angel Gabriel to Zacharias, a humble 
Levite priest, who ministered before 
God at the temple in Jerusalem. 
Appearing in a vision, the angel 
foretold the birth of John the Baptist 
who would be sent to prepare the way 
for the Messiah. And with the coming 
of His forerunner the first stirring 
of the Messiah’s own coming was 
announced:

“And he shall go before him in 
the spirit and power of Elias 
[Elijah], to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just; to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.”—L :

T  echoed a prophecy 
from 460 years earlier: 

“Behold, I will send you Elijah 
the prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the 
L...” —M :

A  “. . . �e voice of him 
that crieth in the wilderness: 

“Prepare ye the way of the L; 
make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.” —I :

F  centuries, the promise of 
the Messiah had tarried. But now that 
ancient hope was renewed and a sense 
of anticipation awakened. For the  

opening steps had begun, the Messiah 
was coming at last, and the world 
would be forever changed. Prophecies 
long dormant were springing to life 
before their eyes.

I  sixth month the angel was 
sent again, this time to a young virgin 
named Mary, who was espoused to 
Joseph of the house of David. And in 
greeting her, he spoke of the favor she 
had found with God: 

“Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou among women!” 
—L :

I M’ genealogy the seed of 
David had been preserved, and 
through her espoused husband Joseph, 
the claim to David’s kingdom, which 
had fallen long ago. And in the child 
she would bear, the two parts of God’s 
ancient covenant would come together 
again in one person at last. 

“I have made a covenant with 
My chosen, I have sworn unto 
David My servant, ‘�y seed will 
I establish for ever, and build 
up thy throne to all generations. 
—P  : – 

T  told how the child would 
inherit the throne of David, his earthly 
forefather:

“He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: 
and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father 
David: And He shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever; and 
of His kingdom there shall be no 
end.” —L : –

“For unto us a Child is born, 
unto us a Son is given: and the 
government will be upon His 
shoulder: and His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, 
�e mighty God, �e everlasting 
Father, �e Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of His government 
and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order 
it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even forever. �e zeal 
of the L of hosts will perform 
this.” —I : –

B M was confused by his 
proclamation. How could the angel 
speak of her giving birth, when she 
was still a virgin? “How shall this be?” 
She asked. So the angel foretold the 
virgin birth to her: 

“�e Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore, 

also, that holy thing which shall 
be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.” —L :  

F  months, Mary stayed with 
her cousin Elizabeth (to whom John 
the Baptist would be born), and when 
she returned to Joseph in Nazareth her 
pregnancy was beginning to show. 
Joseph, not understanding what had 
taken place, naturally suspected the 
worst, and considered ending the 
betrothal. But being a just man, and 
not willing to make her a public 
example, he was minded to do this 
quietly. But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost” 
(Matthew 1:18–20). 

“Hear ye now, O house of David!...
the Lord Himself shall give you
a sign: Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel.”
(which is translated ‘God with us’) 
—I : –, M :

“And she shall bring forth a Son, 
and thou shalt call His name 
JESUS...” —M : 

“...�e L hath called Me from 
the womb; from the bowels of My 
mother hath He made mention 
of My name.” —I  : 

“ … For He will save His people 
from their sins.” —M :  

“ ...the L ...formed Me from 
the womb to be His Servant, to 
bring Jacob back to Him . . .” 
—I  : 

�en Joseph, being raised from 
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord 
had bidden him, and took unto 
him his wife: and knew her not 
until she had brought forth her 
firstborn Son: and he called His 
name JESUS. —M : –  

I  world full of trouble and doubt 
human hearts yearned for peace, yet 
it ever eluded them. For true peace 
begins with God, and it was well 
beyond their means to achieve it. 
Comfort and joy, darkness and dread, 
hung together in a balance, and only 
the Lord Himself could tip the scales 
in our favor.  On behalf of lowly man 
came a lowly yet sinless savior, to 
redeem us all and bring forgiveness, 
and our reconciliation with God. In 
times of great peril, the peace He gave 
us would arise from within Himself.   

T  stirred with trouble as 
His coming drew near. 

And it came to pass in those days 
that there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be taxed. 

—L : 

And all went to be taxed, every 
one into his own city. And Joseph 
also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem; (because he 
was of the house and lineage of 
David:) to be taxed with Mary 
his espoused wife, being great  
with child. And so it was, that, 
while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. —L : –

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall He come forth unto 
Me that is to be Ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting.” 
— M :

B  they came to Bethlehem, 
no room was made for them at the inn. 
So Mary brought forth her firstborn 
Son and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger. As it 
was spoken by the prophet: 

“�e ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass 
his master’s crib: but 
Israel doth not know, 
My people doth not 
consider.” —I :

And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel 
of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them, and they 
were sore afraid —L :–

“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the L is 
risen upon thee. For, behold, the 
darkness shall cover the earth, 
and gross darkness the people: 
but the L will arise over thee, 
and His glory will be seen upon 
thee.” —I :–

And the angel said unto them, 
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you: Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying: “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, goodwill toward 
men!” —L :– 

T  the words of Isaiah:
“Sing, O ye heavens, for the L
hath done it! shout, ye lower 
parts of the earth: break forth 

into singing, ye mountains, O
forest, and every tree therein! For 
the L has redeemed Jacob, 
and glorified Himself in Israel.” 

—I :

And it came to pass, as the 
angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, “Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and 
see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us.” And they came 
with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in 
a manger. And when they had 
seen it, they made known abroad 
the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. And all 
they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them 
by the shepherds; but Mary kept 
all these things, and pondered 
them in her heart. —L :–

TheT  familiar Christmas story took place 2000 years ago, but 
it was many more centuries in the making. In speaking through the ancient 
prophets, God foretold how He would bring His beloved Son into the world.

T  of Jesus took place in an historical setting that the prophets 
foretold. �e underlying story of His genealogy, in itself, was a Divine 
masterpiece of intrigue, suspense, and prophetic fulfillment.  But the 
quiet events of that first Christmas morning, so long ago, have become 
commonplace in our modern traditions. Wise men and shepherds are 
familiar Christmas symbols as they gather around the tender baby who 
lies in a manger, while a chorus of angels proclaims the Lord’s good will to 
mankind. But how did the prophets envision this story? What hopes had 
they formed in the hearts of men, and what is the hope to which we look? 

L  story unfold afresh between the Old Testament prophets and the 
New Testament writers. 

O come, Thou Key of David, come,

And open wide our heavenly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,

And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Gentle Mary laid her Child

Lowly in a manger.

He is still the Undefiled,

But no more a stranger.

Son of God of humble birth,

Beautiful the story.

Praise His name in all the earth.

Hail! The King of Glory!

Espousal was a stronger 
version of our modern concept 
of an engagement, though 
it was less than an actual 
marriage. Because of this, 
Joseph had not yet known  
Mary intimately. 

t

t

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

First Sunday 
in Advent:

HOPE

Second Sunday 
in Advent: 
PEACE

�ird Sunday 
in Advent:

JOY

Fourth Sunday 
in Advent: 

LOVE

CHRISTMAS
EVE
or

CHRISTMAS
DAY

Light the �rst 
Advent candle.

Light the �rst 
and second 

Advent candles.

Light the �rst, 
second, and third 
Advent candles.

Light the �rst, 
second, third, and 

fourth Advent 
candles.

Light all the 
candles on the 
Advent wreath, 
including the 
Christ candle.

Read: 
Isaiah 11:1-10
Luke: 1:26-38
Isaiah 7:10-14

Matthew 1:18-24

Read: 
Micah 5:2

Matthew 2:1-2, 
9-11

Isaiah 2:1-5
Matthew 3:1-6

Read: 
Isaiah 9:6-7

John 1:19-34
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Philippians 2:1-11

Read: 
Malachi 3:1-5

Romans 8:18-25
Isaiah 52:7-10

Revelation 21:1-4

Read: 
Isaiah 9:1-6
Luke 2:1-20
John 1:1-18

Titus 2:11-14

Sing:
O Come, O Come 

Emmanuel

Sing:
O Little Town of 

Bethlehem

Sing:
Come, Thou Long-

Expected Jesus

Sing:
Savior of the 

Nations, Come

Sing:
Joy to the World

A  C P
For an Advent or Christmas program, use panels 1-11 as a dramatic reading. 
See suggestions below for using only a few or several performers.
L : 

H :

actions during the readings 

O T scriptures are in red.
N T scriptures are in brown.
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I  fullness of time, God sent the 
angel Gabriel to Zacharias, a humble 
Levite priest, who ministered before 
God at the temple in Jerusalem. 
Appearing in a vision, the angel 
foretold the birth of John the Baptist 
who would be sent to prepare the way 
for the Messiah. And with the coming 
of His forerunner the first stirring 
of the Messiah’s own coming was 
announced:

“And he shall go before him in 
the spirit and power of Elias 
[Elijah], to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just; to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.”—L : 

T  echoed a prophecy 
from 460 years earlier:

“Behold, I will send you Elijah 
the prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the 
L...” —M : 

A  “. . . �e voice of him 
that crieth in the wilderness: 

“Prepare ye the way of the L; 
make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.” —I :

F  centuries, the promise of 
the Messiah had tarried. But now that 
ancient hope was renewed and a sense 
of anticipation awakened. For the 

opening steps had begun, the Messiah 
was coming at last, and the world 
would be forever changed. Prophecies 
long dormant were springing to life 
before their eyes.

I  sixth month the angel was 
sent again, this time to a young virgin 
named Mary, who was espoused to 
Joseph of the house of David. And in 
greeting her, he spoke of the favor she 
had found with God: 

“Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou among women!” 
—L :  

I M’ genealogy the seed of 
David had been preserved, and 
through her espoused husband Joseph, 
the claim to David’s kingdom, which 
had fallen long ago. And in the child 
she would bear, the two parts of God’s 
ancient covenant would come together 
again in one person at last. 

“I have made a covenant with 
My chosen, I have sworn unto 
David My servant, ‘�y seed will 
I establish for ever, and build 
up thy throne to all generations. 
—P :–

T  told how the child would 
inherit the throne of David, his earthly 
forefather: 

“He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: 
and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father 
David: And He shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever; and 
of His kingdom there shall be no 
end.” —L :–

“For unto us a Child is born, 
unto us a Son is given: and the 
government will be upon His 
shoulder: and His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, 
�e mighty God, �e everlasting 
Father, �e Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of His government 
and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order 
it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even forever. �e zeal 
of the L of hosts will perform 
this.” —I :  –

B M was confused by his 
proclamation. How could the angel 
speak of her giving birth, when she 
was still a virgin? “How shall this be?” 
She asked. So the angel foretold the 
virgin birth to her: 

“�e Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore, 

also, that holy thing which shall 
be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.” —L :  

F  months, Mary stayed with 
her cousin Elizabeth (to whom John 
the Baptist would be born), and when 
she returned to Joseph in Nazareth her 
pregnancy was beginning to show. 
Joseph, not understanding what had 
taken place, naturally suspected the 
worst, and considered ending the 
betrothal. But being a just man, and 
not willing to make her a public 
example, he was minded to do this 
quietly. But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost” 
(Matthew 1:18–20). 

“Hear ye now, O house of David!...
the Lord Himself shall give you
a sign: Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel.”
(which is translated ‘God with us’) 
—I : –, M :

“And she shall bring forth a Son, 
and thou shalt call His name 
JESUS...” —M : 

“...�e L hath called Me from 
the womb; from the bowels of My 
mother hath He made mention 
of My name.” —I  : 

“ … For He will save His people 
from their sins.” —M :  

“ ...the L ...formed Me from 
the womb to be His Servant, to 
bring Jacob back to Him . . .” 
—I  : 

�en Joseph, being raised from 
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord 
had bidden him, and took unto 
him his wife: and knew her not 
until she had brought forth her 
firstborn Son: and he called His 
name JESUS. —M : –  

I  world full of trouble and doubt 
human hearts yearned for peace, yet 
it ever eluded them. For true peace 
begins with God, and it was well 
beyond their means to achieve it. 
Comfort and joy, darkness and dread, 
hung together in a balance, and only 
the Lord Himself could tip the scales 
in our favor.  On behalf of lowly man 
came a lowly yet sinless savior, to 
redeem us all and bring forgiveness, 
and our reconciliation with God. In 
times of great peril, the peace He gave 
us would arise from within Himself.   

T  stirred with trouble as 
His coming drew near. 

And it came to pass in those days 
that there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be taxed. 

—L : 

And all went to be taxed, every 
one into his own city. And Joseph 
also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem; (because he 
was of the house and lineage of 
David:) to be taxed with Mary 
his espoused wife, being great  
with child. And so it was, that, 
while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. —L : –

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall He come forth unto 
Me that is to be Ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting.” 
— M :

B  they came to Bethlehem, 
no room was made for them at the inn. 
So Mary brought forth her firstborn 
Son and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger. As it 
was spoken by the prophet: 

“�e ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass 
his master’s crib: but 
Israel doth not know, 
My people doth not 
consider.” —I :

And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel 
of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them, and they 
were sore afraid —L :–

“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the L is 
risen upon thee. For, behold, the 
darkness shall cover the earth, 
and gross darkness the people: 
but the L will arise over thee, 
and His glory will be seen upon 
thee.” —I :–

And the angel said unto them, 
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you: Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying: “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, goodwill toward 
men!” —L :– 

T  the words of Isaiah:
“Sing, O ye heavens, for the L
hath done it! shout, ye lower 
parts of the earth: break forth 

into singing, ye mountains, O
forest, and every tree therein! For 
the L has redeemed Jacob, 
and glorified Himself in Israel.” 

—I :

And it came to pass, as the 
angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, “Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and 
see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us.” And they came 
with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in 
a manger. And when they had 
seen it, they made known abroad 
the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. And all 
they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them 
by the shepherds; but Mary kept 
all these things, and pondered 
them in her heart. —L :–

TheT  familiar Christmas story took place 2000 years ago, but 
it was many more centuries in the making. In speaking through the ancient 
prophets, God foretold how He would bring His beloved Son into the world.

T  of Jesus took place in an historical setting that the prophets 
foretold. �e underlying story of His genealogy, in itself, was a Divine 
masterpiece of intrigue, suspense, and prophetic fulfillment.  But the 
quiet events of that first Christmas morning, so long ago, have become 
commonplace in our modern traditions. Wise men and shepherds are 
familiar Christmas symbols as they gather around the tender baby who 
lies in a manger, while a chorus of angels proclaims the Lord’s good will to 
mankind. But how did the prophets envision this story? What hopes had 
they formed in the hearts of men, and what is the hope to which we look? 

L  story unfold afresh between the Old Testament prophets and the 
New Testament writers. 

O come, Thou Key of David, come,

And open wide our heavenly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,

And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Gentle Mary laid her Child

Lowly in a manger.

He is still the Undefiled,

But no more a stranger.

Son of God of humble birth,

Beautiful the story.

Praise His name in all the earth.

Hail! The King of Glory!

Espousal was a stronger 
version of our modern concept 
of an engagement, though 
it was less than an actual 
marriage. Because of this, 
Joseph had not yet known 
Mary intimately. 

t

t

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

First Sunday 
in Advent:

HOPE

Second Sunday 
in Advent: 
PEACE

�ird Sunday 
in Advent:

JOY

Fourth Sunday 
in Advent: 

LOVE

CHRISTMAS
EVE
or

CHRISTMAS
DAY

Light the �rst 
Advent candle.

Light the �rst 
and second 

Advent candles.

Light the �rst, 
second, and third 
Advent candles.

Light the �rst, 
second, third, and 

fourth Advent 
candles.

Light all the 
candles on the 
Advent wreath, 
including the 
Christ candle.

Read: 
Isaiah 11:1-10
Luke: 1:26-38
Isaiah 7:10-14

Matthew 1:18-24

Read: 
Micah 5:2

Matthew 2:1-2, 
9-11

Isaiah 2:1-5
Matthew 3:1-6

Read: 
Isaiah 9:6-7

John 1:19-34
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Philippians 2:1-11

Read: 
Malachi 3:1-5

Romans 8:18-25
Isaiah 52:7-10

Revelation 21:1-4

Read: 
Isaiah 9:1-6
Luke 2:1-20
John 1:1-18

Titus 2:11-14

Sing:
O Come, O Come 

Emmanuel

Sing:
O Little Town of 

Bethlehem

Sing:
Come, Thou Long-

Expected Jesus

Sing:
Savior of the 

Nations, Come

Sing:
Joy to the World

A  C P
For an Advent or Christmas program, use panels 1-11 as a dramatic reading. 
See suggestions below for using only a few or several performers.
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N T scriptures are in brown.
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I  fullness of time, God sent the 
angel Gabriel to Zacharias, a humble 
Levite priest, who ministered before 
God at the temple in Jerusalem. 
Appearing in a vision, the angel 
foretold the birth of John the Baptist 
who would be sent to prepare the way 
for the Messiah. And with the coming 
of His forerunner the first stirring 
of the Messiah’s own coming was 
announced:

“And he shall go before him in 
the spirit and power of Elias 
[Elijah], to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just; to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.”—L : 

T  echoed a prophecy 
from 460 years earlier:

“Behold, I will send you Elijah 
the prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the 
L...” —M : 

A  “. . . �e voice of him 
that crieth in the wilderness: 

“Prepare ye the way of the L; 
make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.” —I :

F  centuries, the promise of 
the Messiah had tarried. But now that 
ancient hope was renewed and a sense 
of anticipation awakened. For the 

opening steps had begun, the Messiah 
was coming at last, and the world 
would be forever changed. Prophecies 
long dormant were springing to life 
before their eyes.

I  sixth month the angel was 
sent again, this time to a young virgin 
named Mary, who was espoused to 
Joseph of the house of David. And in 
greeting her, he spoke of the favor she 
had found with God: 

“Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou among women!” 
—L :  

I M’ genealogy the seed of 
David had been preserved, and 
through her espoused husband Joseph, 
the claim to David’s kingdom, which 
had fallen long ago. And in the child 
she would bear, the two parts of God’s 
ancient covenant would come together 
again in one person at last. 

“I have made a covenant with 
My chosen, I have sworn unto 
David My servant, ‘�y seed will 
I establish for ever, and build 
up thy throne to all generations. 
—P  : – 

T  told how the child would 
inherit the throne of David, his earthly 
forefather:

“He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: 
and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father 
David: And He shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever; and 
of His kingdom there shall be no 
end.” —L : –

“For unto us a Child is born, 
unto us a Son is given: and the 
government will be upon His 
shoulder: and His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, 
�e mighty God, �e everlasting 
Father, �e Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of His government 
and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order 
it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even forever. �e zeal 
of the L of hosts will perform 
this.” —I : –

B M was confused by his 
proclamation. How could the angel 
speak of her giving birth, when she 
was still a virgin? “How shall this be?” 
She asked. So the angel foretold the 
virgin birth to her: 

“�e Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore, 

also, that holy thing which shall 
be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.” —L :

F  months, Mary stayed with 
her cousin Elizabeth (to whom John 
the Baptist would be born), and when 
she returned to Joseph in Nazareth her 
pregnancy was beginning to show. 
Joseph, not understanding what had 
taken place, naturally suspected the 
worst, and considered ending the 
betrothal. But being a just man, and 
not willing to make her a public 
example, he was minded to do this 
quietly. But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream,  
saying, “Joseph, thou son of David,  
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is conceived  
in her is of the Holy Ghost” 
(Matthew 1:18–20). 

“Hear ye now, O house of David!...
the Lord Himself shall give you 
a sign: Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel.” 
(which is translated ‘God with us’) 
—I :–, M :  

“And she shall bring forth a Son, 
and thou shalt call His name 
JESUS...” —M :

“...�e L hath called Me from 
the womb; from the bowels of My 
mother hath He made mention 
of My name.” —I :

“ … For He will save His people 
from their sins.” —M :

“ ...the L ...formed Me from 
the womb to be His Servant, to 
bring Jacob back to Him . . .” 
—I :

�en Joseph, being raised from 
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord 
had bidden him, and took unto 
him his wife: and knew her not 
until she had brought forth her 
firstborn Son: and he called His 
name JESUS. —M :–

I  world full of trouble and doubt 
human hearts yearned for peace, yet 
it ever eluded them. For true peace 
begins with God, and it was well 
beyond their means to achieve it. 
Comfort and joy, darkness and dread, 
hung together in a balance, and only 
the Lord Himself could tip the scales 
in our favor.  On behalf of lowly man 
came a lowly yet sinless savior, to 
redeem us all and bring forgiveness, 
and our reconciliation with God. In 
times of great peril, the peace He gave 
us would arise from within Himself.   

T  stirred with trouble as 
His coming drew near. 

And it came to pass in those days 
that there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be taxed. 

—L : 

And all went to be taxed, every 
one into his own city. And Joseph 
also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem; (because he 
was of the house and lineage of 
David:) to be taxed with Mary 
his espoused wife, being great  
with child. And so it was, that, 
while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. —L : –

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall He come forth unto 
Me that is to be Ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting.” 
— M :

B  they came to Bethlehem, 
no room was made for them at the inn. 
So Mary brought forth her firstborn 
Son and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger. As it 
was spoken by the prophet: 

“�e ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass 
his master’s crib: but 
Israel doth not know, 
My people doth not 
consider.” —I :

And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel 
of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them, and they 
were sore afraid —L :–

“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the L is 
risen upon thee. For, behold, the 
darkness shall cover the earth, 
and gross darkness the people: 
but the L will arise over thee, 
and His glory will be seen upon 
thee.” —I :–

And the angel said unto them, 
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you: Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying: “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, goodwill toward 
men!” —L :– 

T  the words of Isaiah:
“Sing, O ye heavens, for the L
hath done it! shout, ye lower 
parts of the earth: break forth 

into singing, ye mountains, O
forest, and every tree therein! For 
the L has redeemed Jacob, 
and glorified Himself in Israel.” 

—I :

And it came to pass, as the 
angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, “Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and 
see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us.” And they came 
with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in 
a manger. And when they had 
seen it, they made known abroad 
the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. And all 
they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them 
by the shepherds; but Mary kept 
all these things, and pondered 
them in her heart. —L :–

TheT  familiar Christmas story took place 2000 years ago, but 
it was many more centuries in the making. In speaking through the ancient 
prophets, God foretold how He would bring His beloved Son into the world.

T  of Jesus took place in an historical setting that the prophets 
foretold. �e underlying story of His genealogy, in itself, was a Divine 
masterpiece of intrigue, suspense, and prophetic fulfillment.  But the 
quiet events of that first Christmas morning, so long ago, have become 
commonplace in our modern traditions. Wise men and shepherds are 
familiar Christmas symbols as they gather around the tender baby who 
lies in a manger, while a chorus of angels proclaims the Lord’s good will to 
mankind. But how did the prophets envision this story? What hopes had 
they formed in the hearts of men, and what is the hope to which we look? 

L  story unfold afresh between the Old Testament prophets and the 
New Testament writers. 

O come, Thou Key of David, come,

And open wide our heavenly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,

And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Gentle Mary laid her Child

Lowly in a manger.

He is still the Undefiled,

But no more a stranger.

Son of God of humble birth,

Beautiful the story.

Praise His name in all the earth.

Hail! The King of Glory!

Espousal was a stronger 
version of our modern concept 
of an engagement, though 
it was less than an actual 
marriage. Because of this, 
Joseph had not yet known 
Mary intimately. 

t

t

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

First Sunday 
in Advent:

HOPE

Second Sunday 
in Advent: 
PEACE

�ird Sunday 
in Advent:

JOY

Fourth Sunday 
in Advent: 

LOVE

CHRISTMAS
EVE
or

CHRISTMAS
DAY

Light the �rst 
Advent candle.

Light the �rst 
and second 

Advent candles.

Light the �rst, 
second, and third 
Advent candles.

Light the �rst, 
second, third, and 

fourth Advent 
candles.

Light all the 
candles on the 
Advent wreath, 
including the 
Christ candle.

Read: 
Isaiah 11:1-10
Luke: 1:26-38
Isaiah 7:10-14

Matthew 1:18-24

Read: 
Micah 5:2

Matthew 2:1-2, 
9-11

Isaiah 2:1-5
Matthew 3:1-6

Read: 
Isaiah 9:6-7

John 1:19-34
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Philippians 2:1-11

Read: 
Malachi 3:1-5

Romans 8:18-25
Isaiah 52:7-10

Revelation 21:1-4

Read: 
Isaiah 9:1-6
Luke 2:1-20
John 1:1-18

Titus 2:11-14

Sing:
O Come, O Come 

Emmanuel

Sing:
O Little Town of 

Bethlehem

Sing:
Come, Thou Long-

Expected Jesus

Sing:
Savior of the 

Nations, Come

Sing:
Joy to the World

A  C P
For an Advent or Christmas program, use panels 1-11 as a dramatic reading. 
See suggestions below for using only a few or several performers.
L : 

H :

actions during the readings 

O T scriptures are in red.
N T scriptures are in brown.
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Bible Overview, Pamphlet
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The Christmas Story, Pamphlet
This beautiful pamphlet tells the story of Jesus’ birth and the fulfillment of Old 
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handout at Christmas, it uses the traditional wording from Matthew and Luke’s 
Gospels, starting with the angelic announcement of John the Baptist’s birth and 
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