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leaders. His letters, which form the bulk of the New Testament and are aimed 
at instructing and guiding those new groups and leaders, continue to shape, 
inform, and nurture the faith of millions of believers today all over the world.

THE MISSION IN JERUSALEM

• After	Jesus	ascended	to	heaven	(1:8),	the	disciples	received	the	Holy
Spirit on Pentecost (2:1–4).

• Peter	preached	and	3,000	people	received	the	gospel	(2:5–41).
• The	apostles	Peter	and	John	performed	miracles	(3:1–10)	and	preached	the

gospel in the temple in Jerusalem and 5,000 people believed (3:11–4:4).
• Despite	the	persecution	against	the	disciples,	many	people	believed	in	the

gospel. The apostles chose seven believers “full of the Spirit and wisdom”
(6:3) to help them with the life of the growing group of believers.

THE MISSION IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA

• In	the	midst	of	persecution,	Christ’s	disciples	continued	to	proclaim	the
good news. Stephen, one of the seven chosen by the apostles, provided
an example of perseverance, faith, and obedience when he faced an angry
crowd. He preached a powerful message, the longest speech in the book,
and argued for the gospel using the Old Testament as his basis. Stephen
became the first recorded martyr (6:8–7:60). Saul, a Jewish leader who
would later become the apostle Paul, was present at that moment.

• After	Stephen’s	death,	the	persecution	against	believers	increased
dramatically and “all except the apostles were scattered throughout
Judea and Samaria” (8:1). As they moved away from Jerusalem, they
brought the gospel with them. Philip preached in Samaria and to the
Ethiopian eunuch, who had been to Jerusalem to worship God. After his
baptism, the Ethiopian official returned home, bringing along with him
the transformative power of the
gospel (8:26–40).

• Jesus	confronted	Saul	on	the
road	to	Damascus	(9:1–22)
and called him to become his
instrument “to carry my name
before the Gentiles and their
kings and before the people
of Israel” (9:15). The church
found peace throughout Judea,
Galilee and Samaria and “grew in
numbers” (9:31).
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testimony of the resurrected Jesus 
(Acts 2:14–41). Peter’s spiritual story 
led him to recognize many times his 
personal struggles and his surrender 
to God’s will.

In the book of Acts, the encounter 
of Peter and the Roman centurion 
Cornelius confronted the apostle 
with God’s broad plan for humanity. 
But this event also became a 
hinging moment in the history 
of the church. The renewal of all 
creation started on Pentecost, but the world had continued turning apparently 
unperturbed. The world was still divided. Jews and Gentiles were separate. But 
Peter’s vision in Acts 10 changed everything.

A Roman Centurion—it would be equivalent to the rank of captain in 
today’s armies—Cornelius was “devout and God-fearing” (10:2). God 
revealed himself in a vision to Cornelius (10:3–8). God also gave Peter a 
vision of the “unclean” animals. These were ritually unclean animals not fit 
for consumption according to the law (Lev. 11). The point of this vision is 
clear:	“Do	not	call	anything	impure	that	God	has	made	clean”	(10:15).	For	
many Jews at that time, the impurity of those animals was equivalent to the 
impurity of the Gentiles. God was preparing Peter for the next phase of the 
mission: the gospel for the Gentiles.

The conclusion of the story is remarkable: after hearing Peter’s presentation 
of the gospel (10:34–43), “the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the 
message” (10:44). God was putting his seal of approval and welcoming on 
the Gentiles. Peter understood what God was doing. He said, “Surely no 
one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water” (10:47). As 
he explained his actions in Jerusalem, Peter concludes, “So then, even to 
Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life” (11:18).

The Apostle Paul and the Mission

Before becoming Paul, Saul was a deadly enemy of Christianity. After a personal 
encounter with the resurrected Christ (9:1–19), Paul became God’s special 
representative to the Gentiles. His ministry, as recorded in the book of Acts, 
changed the history of the church and of the world. In four recorded trips, Paul 
preached the gospel from Jerusalem to Philippi, Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, 
Rome, and back to Jerusalem. He planted new churches and trained new 
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THE MISSION TO THE GENTILES

• Jesus’	disciples	continued	to	preach	the	gospel	outside	of	Jerusalem,
reaching places like Joppa (9:42), Caesarea (10), Phoenicia, Cyprus, and
Antioch (11:19). Antioch became the base for Paul’s missionary journeys.

• Despite	persecution,	Jesus’	followers	continued	to	preach	the	gospel	in	and	around
Jerusalem so that “the word of God continued to spread and flourish” (12:24).

• Along	with	Barnabas,	Paul	began	an	adventure	that	would	take	him	to	Asia
Minor, the Greek Islands, and beyond. He rarely traveled alone. Barnabas was
his first companion (15:39–40). Silas would be his next companion (15:40).
Along the way, other companions joined the apostle in his journeys.

THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE FIRST CENTURY AD

Expansion of Christianity by ad 100
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Paul’s Missionary Journeys

JOURNEY ACTS BASIC INFORMATION HIGHLIGHTS

First 
Journey
ad 47–49

13:1–14:28 Travelers: Paul, Barnabas, 
John Mark
Main Route: (Modern 
names) Cyprus and Turkey
Distance: 1,400 miles

After being set apart for this journey, Paul and 
Barnabas faced a sorcerer, opposition from 
Jewish leaders, sick people who were healed, 
persecutions, and the crucial Jerusalem 
Council at the end of the journey (15:1–35).

Second 
Journey
ad 49–51

15:36–18:22 Travelers: Paul, Silas,
Timothy, Priscilla and
Aquilla, Luke
Main Route: (Modern 
names) Syria, Turkey, 
Greece, Jerusalem
Distance: 2,800 miles

Paul and Barnabas went separate ways.  
With Silas, Paul visited churches, and received 
visions from God. They were thrown in jail 
and met people who eagerly received their 
message. At Athens, Paul preached to the 
Greeks.

Third 
Journey
ad 52–57

18:23–21:16 Travelers: Paul, Timothy, 
Luke, others
Main Route: (Modern 
names) Turkey,
Greece, Lebanon, Israel
Distance: 2,700 miles

Paul visited the churches of the area. He 
remained for two years at Ephesus. Paul wrote 
several of his letters during this journey. He 
revived a young man who had an accident. He 
also experienced persecution and suffering. 
At the end, he went to Jerusalem.

Journey to 
Rome
ad 57–62

21:17–28:31 Travelers: Paul, Roman
guards, Luke, others
Main Route: (Modern 
names) Israel, Lebanon, 
Turkey, Crete,
Malta, Sicily, Italy
Distance: 2,250 miles

Paul was arrested in Jerusalem. In Caesarea, 
Paul was tried before two governors: Felix 
and Festus. After two years, Paul appealed to 
Caesar and appeared before King Agrippa. 
Paul was sent to Rome. After a shipwrecked 
trip, Paul arrived in Rome. He remained there 
under house arrest for two years.
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The Life of Paul Bible Study
Packed with charts, time lines, and maps, this 6-session inductive 
Bible study provides a close up look at the life of the Apostle Paul 
and shows how to apply his message of encouragement and 
perseverance to your life today. This study will show you how 
Paul persevered through trails, found contentment, and fearlessly 
proclaimed the Gospel.. 
 
Softcover ...................978-1-62862-761-9 .............. $11.99

The Life of Apostle Paul, Pamphlet
Beginning with his birth in the year AD 5 (approximately) and 
continuing through his death in AD 64 or 68, this bestselling 
pamphlet is an excellent study on its own or a helpful supplement to 
any study of Paul’s epistles. The pamphlet is attractive with a glossy 
finish.

Pamphlet ...................978-1-59636-063-1 .............. $4.99

Book of Acts Pamphlet 

Enjoy having a quick overview of the entire Book of Acts at your fingertips with this 
Bible study pamphlet!

Featuring quick-reference charts, simple summaries, and timelines, you’ll see key 
information at a glance as you dive into the inspiring stories of the early church and 
its key leaders (Peter and Paul)! Experience the peace that comes from knowing 
that God equips, empowers, and encourages us to fulfill His plan and calling for our 
lives! 

Pamphlet ...............................978-1-59636-738-8 ......................................$4.99

Psalms, Pamphlet
Explore this most beloved book, by learning the who, what, when 
and where about these favorite Bible passages. Discover the 10 
different types of Psalms from Psalms of Lament to Psalms of 
Thanksgiving, and learn how to effectively read these beautiful 
scriptures. This Psalms Bible study covers the basics everyone 
should know in order to fully unlock, appreciate, and learn from 
these heart-filled cries.  

Pamphlet ...................978-1-59636-736-4 .............. $4.99
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