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World History

BiBle History

= Book of the Bible written. Dates indicate the time 
frame in which the book is believed to have been 
written and/or compiled.

c. = approximate date

BETWEEN THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS THE GOSPELS: MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE, JOHN ACTS CHRISTIAN HISTORY AFTER THE BOOK OF ACTS

 •Alexander the Great conquers Egypt and 
Palestine; Hellenization begins 332

 •Alexandrian Empire divided: Ptolemy rules 
Egypt, Seleucus rules Persia and Syria, 
Antigonus rules Macedonia and Greece 323

Hasmonean dynasty 164–63

Ptolemaic Egypt controls Palestine 331–198

First Punic War; Romans control Italy 264–241

Second Punic War; Hannibal in  Italy 219-201

Third Punic War; Romans control
Greece 149–146

Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV desecrates the temple 
and tries to force Jews to abandon their law 175–164

Spartacus leads a 
slave revolt 73–71

Herod the Great, King of Judea 37–4

Herod Antipas rules Galilee 4 bc–ad 39

Caesar Augustus rules the Rome Empire 27 bc—ad 14

Caiaphas, high priest in Jerusalem 18–36

Pontius Pilate governs Judea 26–36

Emperor Tiberius 14–37

Emperor Caligula 37–41

Emperor Titus 79–81

Emperor Nerva 96–98

Emperor Trajan 98–117

Emperor Claudius 41–54

Cleopatra VII rules Egypt 51–31

 • Disciples receive the Holy Spirit during Pentecost c. 30

 • Stephen martyred in Jerusalem. Christians begin 
to disperse throughout Judea and Samaria. c. 32

 • Paul converted on the 
road to Damascus 37

 •Plato writes The Republic c. 370

None of the 66 books of the Bible cover this 400-year period.

 •Judas Maccabeus begins a Jewish revolt 
(Maccabean Revolt) against the Seleucids 166

 •Temple in Jerusalem rededicated 
(Hanukkah) c. 164

 •Syrian Seleucids begin to rule Palestine 198

 •Rosetta Stone 196

 •Ships from China reach  
India for the first time 100

 •Hinduism codified in India c. 274

 •Great wall of China built to keep out invaders c. 215

 •Earliest of the Dead Sea Scrolls (copies 
of the Hebrew Scriptures) written c. 200

 • Jesus baptized by John the Baptist in 
the Jordan River c. 26

 •Septuagint (translation of 
Hebrew Scriptures into Greek) c. 255

 • Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection 
in Jerusalem c. 30

 • The risen Jesus appears to his twelve disciples and 
many others; ascends to heaven c. 30

 • Birth of John the Baptist  
(parents: Zechariah and Elizabeth) c. 7–5 bc

 • Birth of Jesus in Bethlehem  
(parents: Joseph and Mary) c. 6–4 bc

 • Pompey conquers 
Jerusalem 
for Rome 63

 • 
Julius Caesar, Crassus, 
and Pompey form the First 
Triumvirate 60

 • Josephus writes 
Antiquities of the 
Jews, a history of 
the Jewish people 
c. 94 

 •Romans destroy Jerusalem and the temple 70
 •Emperor Claudius conquers 
Britain for Rome 43

 •Julian calendar of 365.25 days; 
leap year introduced 46

 •Construction begins on the Roman Colosseum c. 71

 •Masada falls to the Romans 73
 •Mt. Vesuvius erupts 79

Paul’s second missionary journey c. 49–51

Paul’s third missionary journey c. 52–57

Paul’s journey to Rome. (Book of Acts ends with 
Paul under house arrest in Rome.) 57–62

Emperor Nero 54–68

Emperor Domitian (Demands the title “Lord and God”) 81–96

Rome burns; Nero blames Christians; persecution begins 64–68

First Jewish Revolt against the Romans 66–73

 • Apostle James (son of Zebedee) 
martyred c. 44

 • Gospel first preached 
to Gentiles 40

 • Jerusalem Council c. 49

 •Jews expelled from Rome 
including Priscilla and Aquila 49

 •Qumran destroyed (the people of this settlement 
likely preserved the Dead Sea Scrolls) 68

Paul’s first missionary 
journey, with Barnabas 
and John Mark c. 47–49

 •Jerusalem Christians flee rather than join 
the Jewish revolt against the Romans 66

 •James, the brother of Jesus, martyred 62

 •Jesus (age 12) amazes teachers at 
the temple in Jerusalem c. 6–8

Paul writes Galatians c. 48–49 Paul writes Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 
Philemon c. 60–62

Hebrews written c. 60–69

Jude written 60s–80s (date unknown)

John writes his Gospel; 1, 2, 3 John 
and Revelation c. 85–95

Paul writes 1 Timothy c. 62–66

Paul writes 2 Timothy c. 66–67

Paul writes Titus c. 64–66

Peter writes 1 and 2 Peter c. 64–65

James (Jesus’ brother) writes 
book of James c. 49

Paul writes 1 and 2 Thessalonians c. 50–52

Mark writes his Gospel c. 50s

Paul writes 1 and 2 Corinthians 
c. 55–56

Paul writes Romans c. 57

Luke writes his Gospel and Acts c. 60–62

Capstone from one of the temple towers 
whose inscription reads “to the place of 
trumpeting,” referring to the place where 
priests blew trumpets announcing holy 
festivals.  

Sea of Galilee where Jesus called his first disciples, 
walked on water, and calmed a raging storm.

Roman coin showing 
Emperor Nero and his 
mother Agrippina. Nero 
blamed Christians for a  
fire that destroyed much  
of Rome. He later 
committed suicide.

This ossuary (container 
for bones) is inscribed 
with the name of the High 
Priest Caiaphas, providing 
historical evidence of his 
existence.

Jewish rebels defended 
Masada, a fortress near the 
Dead Sea, and committed 
suicide to avoid capture by 
the Romans. 

The Rosetta Stone contains 
the same inscription honoring 
Ptolemy V in Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, Egyptian 
Demotic, and Koine Greek (the 
language in which the New 
Testament was written). 

 • John the Baptist arrested and killed 
by King Herod Antipas c. 29

Persecution of Christians intensifies under Emperor Domitian 81–96

Writings of early church leaders: Barnabas, Clement 
of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp 85–150

 • Clement I, Bishop of Rome 88

 • Rise of Gnostic heresies 
within the church 90

Statue of the goddess 
Artemis (Diana) 
worshiped in Ephesus. 
Paul wrote a letter to 
Christians in Ephesus 
who faced tremendous 
pressure to participate 
in pagan religions.

Oldest New Testament 
fragment found (ad 125) is 
known as the John Rylands 
Papyrus. The verses on it 
are from the Gospel of John 
chapter 18.

 • Herod the Great begins a massive expansion 
of the temple complex in Jerusalem 20

Emperor Vespasian 69–79

Mt. Vesuvius and ruins of Pompeii

 •Kuang Wu Ti founds the 
Later Han (Eastern Han) 
dynasty in China 25  •Caligula declares himself a god 37
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Peter and Paul martyred in Rome during Emperor Nero’s 
persecution of Christians c. 64–68
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Peter and Paul martyred in Rome during Emperor Nero’s 
persecution of Christians c. 64–68
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Peter and Paul martyred in Rome during Emperor Nero’s 
persecution of Christians c. 64–68
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of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp 85–150

 • Clement I, Bishop of Rome 88

 • Rise of Gnostic heresies 
within the church 90

Statue of the goddess 
Artemis (Diana) 
worshiped in Ephesus. 
Paul wrote a letter to 
Christians in Ephesus 
who faced tremendous 
pressure to participate 
in pagan religions.

Oldest New Testament 
fragment found (ad 125) is 
known as the John Rylands 
Papyrus. The verses on it 
are from the Gospel of John 
chapter 18.

 • Herod the Great begins a massive expansion 
of the temple complex in Jerusalem 20

Emperor Vespasian 69–79

Mt. Vesuvius and ruins of Pompeii

 •Kuang Wu Ti founds the 
Later Han (Eastern Han) 
dynasty in China 25  •Caligula declares himself a god 37
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Peter and Paul martyred in Rome during Emperor Nero’s 
persecution of Christians c. 64–68
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