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� e tabernacle was where God met with Israel in the wilderness of 
Sinai. � is portable sanctuary that the Israelites carried with them 
during the exodus can provide us with insights into God’s character. 
Learn how the tabernacle demonstrates God’s holiness; how it reveals 
his desire to live among his people; and how it points to his plan of 
redemption through Jesus.

Essential Guide to the Tabernacle is packed with charts, illustrations, 
and more, including:

• Cutaways revealing the di  erent sections of the tabernacle

• Explanation of the tabernacle’s furnishings

• Calendar of feasts and holy days

• � e garments of the 
high priest

• Map of the exodus

• And more!

ESSENTIAL GUIDES are compact biblical resources 
to take wherever you go! 
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Essential Guide to the Tabernacle

The Journey of the Ark

Exodus 16:33–34— 
Manna laid before 
the Testimony.

18. 2 Samuel 6:12–17—David brings 
the ark to Jerusalem and places it in a 
tent that is set up for it.

20. 1 Kings 8— Solomon has 
ark brought into Most Holy 
Place in the Temple.

Revelation 11:19—Then God's 
temple in heaven was opened, 
and within his temple was 
seen the ark of his covenant. 
And there came flashes of 
lightning, rumblings, peals of 
thunder, an earthquake and a 
great hailstorm.

Hebrews 9:11–12—When Christ came as high 
priest of the good things that are already here, 
he went through the greater and more perfect 
Tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, 
not a part of this creation. He did not enter by 
means of the blood of goats and calves; but he 
entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his 
own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.

Numbers 17:8, 
10—Aaron’s rod laid 
before the Testimony.

Scholars believe that when the Babylonians 
destroyed Jerusalem (586 bc), and plundered 
the Temple, the ark was probably taken by 
Nebuchadnezzar and destroyed.

22. Jeremiah 3:16,17—Prophecy of 
Jeremiah that the ark would not be thought 
of or missed nor will another be made. It 
will be replaced by the Lord’s presence.

1. Exodus 25—God gives Moses directions to build the ark of the covenant.
    2. Exodus 26:31–33—The veil is woven.
        3. Exodus 40:1–21—The ark in the Tabernacle.
            4. Leviticus 16; Numbers 4, 10, 14; Deuteronomy 10— 
              The ark is carried for 40 years in wilderness.

17. 2 Samuel 6—Ark 
moved on a cart to the 
house of Obed-Edom 
for three months. 
Uzzah is struck dead.

19. 2 Samuel 15—David flees 
Jerusalem with the ark but 
sends it back to Jerusalem.

12. 1 Samuel 4— Philistines take the ark of God.

16. 1 Samuel 14:18—
Saul brings the ark to 
war camp temporarily.

8. Joshua 8—After conquering 
the town of Ai, the covenant 
was remembered at Mt. Ebal.

13. 1 Samuel 6—The 
Philistines return the 
ark to Beth Shemesh.

21. 2 Chronicles 34:14–35:3— 
Josiah recovers book of the Law  
and puts ark in Temple.

11. 1 Samuel 1:3, 3:3—The Lord 
speaks to the child Samuel who is 
sleeping near the ark at Shiloh.

10. Judges 20:27—Ark taken  
                        to Bethel.

7. Joshua 6— 
The ark is carried 
around Jericho.

5. Joshua 3—Priests carry the 
ark across the Jordan River.

6. Joshua 4—
People build a 
memorial after the 
Jordan River parts.

9. Joshua 18:1—Tabernacle at Shiloh.

14. 1 Samuel 6:19–21—
Men struck dead by  
the Lord for looking  
into the ark. 15. 1 Samuel 7—Ark 

brought to the house of 
Abinadab in Kiriath Jearim. 
It stays there 20 years.
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Jesus and the Ark of the Covenant
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SHADOW 
(TYPE) OLD TESTAMENT NEW 

TESTAMENT
BIBLE 

REFERENCES

THE 
TABERNACLE

The place where God as 
spirit dwelled among his 
people.

Jesus is God in the 
flesh dwelling among 
his people.

Exodus 25; Isaiah 9:6
Matthew 1:22–23
John 1:14, 14:8–10

THE HIGH 
PRIEST

The high priest offered 
gifts and sacrifices for sins 
in the Most Holy Place.

Jesus is our high priest 
of the true Tabernacle 
made by God, not by 
man.

Exodus 28:1; 29:9;  
Leviticus 16:30
Hebrews 4:14–15;  
8:1–3; 9:11

THE 
SACRIFICE

Each year, the high priest 
offered a blood sacrifice 
for the sin of the people.

Jesus was the perfect 
and final sacrifice for 
all time.

Exodus 30:10
Romans 3:21–26; 5:8–10 
Hebrews 9:12–15;  
10:1–14

THE ARK Place of God’s presence. Jesus is God in human 
form.

Exodus 25:22
John 1:14

ARK 
CONTENTS:

TABLE OF  
THE LAW

The Law given by God.
Jesus said that he 
came to “fulfill the 
Law.”

Exodus 20:1–17
Matthew 5:17–18;  
22:36–40  
Luke 16:16–17

ARK 
CONTENTS:

AARON’S ROD

Represented God’s 
choice. Jesus is God’s choice.

Numbers 17:5, 8, 10
Matthew 3:17
Hebrews 3:1–2; 9:4

ARK 
CONTENTS:

MANNA

Given by God as food 
to the people in the 
wilderness.

Jesus called himself 
the “bread of life.”

Exodus 16
John 6:35, 48–51121
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Essential Guide to the Tabernacle

The ark in Battle
When God brought the children of Israel out of Egypt, 
Pharaoh and his armies chased them. The Israelites were 
afraid and complained to 
God. Moses said to them, 
“Do not be afraid… The 
Lord will fight for you…” 
(Exodus 14:13–14). 

The other nations of the 
ancient Middle East also 
thought their gods were 
warriors. In fact, one 
of the chief gods of the 
Canaanites, the inhabitants 
of the land God promised to Abraham, was a warrior 
god: Baal. At the time, the Canaanites and all the peoples 
around them believed that it was the strength of their 
gods that gave them political and territorial power. When 
God took his people out of Egypt and gave the land to the 
Israelites, it was a powerful statement about who God is: 
the only, true, and mighty God. 

The liberation of Israel from Egypt was, in fact, a 
confrontation between the Lord, the God of the universe, 
and Pharaoh, himself a false god, and the gods of Egypt. 
The ten plagues had the purpose that Pharaoh, and the 
Israelites themselves, would “know that there is no one 
like me in all the earth” (Exodus 9:14).

The ark of the covenant was the visual representation of 
God’s presence. For this reason, it travelled ahead of the 
Israelite army on their way to the Promised Land. In fact, 
when Israel finally travelled to the West of the Jordan 
river, God crossed the river first. The Levites carrying the 

Today the ark is not 
necessary because 
God’s presence 
travels with each 
and every believer. 
Before going away, 
Jesus promised 
that he would be 
with his church 
forever, and he also 
promised to send 
the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit is God’s 
presence in our 
midst.

A. K. Abhirama
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Section Two – The Tabernacle

ark of the covenant walked through dry ground. As the Israelites crossed, the 
priests raised some commemorative stones to remember God’s passing through 
the river. God, the great King, was ahead of his army.

Ramesses II’s Military Camp at Kadesh

Ramesses II’s military camp. In James H. Breasted, The Battle of Kadesh  
(Chicago: University of Chicago, 1903), pl. 1. 

The image above shows a representation of Ramesses II’s military camp at Kadesh. 
Ramesses II traveled north—to what is now Syria—to fight against the powerful king 
of Hatti, Muwatalli.

The relief shows Ramesses II’s tent, with an exterior court, an inner reception chamber, 
and the innermost room, the throne room. The three-section structure of Ramesses II’s 
tent suggests important similarities with the Tabernacle that God commanded Moses 
to make. 

Like a king fighting in the midst of his armies, God dwelt in the midst of his armies.

123
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Where is the Ark Today?
The Old Testament mentions the ark for the last time in 2 Chronicles 35:3. 
There, after finding the book of the law, King Josiah celebrated the Passover. He 
then instructed the Levites to return the ark to the Temple. The New Testament 
only mentions the ark in two places: John 1:14 (an allusion) and Hebrews 8:2, 5; 
9:1-24. Yet, these are references to the Old Testament sacred object. 

• The probability is that the ark was destroyed in 586 bc when 
Nebuchadnezzar captured Jerusalem. There is no mention of it in the list 
of temple treasures that the Babylonian King took (2 Kings 25:13–17). 
When the exiles later returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple, they 
were allowed to bring several thousand articles from the temple with 
them. However, there is no mention of the ark (Ezra 1:7–11).

The Bible narrates two contrasting times when the ark was taken to battle.  The first 
time, God ordered it; the second, he did not. On the first occasion, God instructed 
Joshua to have the priests take the ark into battle around Jericho (Joshua 6:6–20). 
The priests encircled the city for a week, with the ark and the armies. Because the 
Israelites obeyed God’s orders, God granted victory in battle to the Israelites. 

The second incident of the ark in battle is in 1 Samuel 4:3–22. The leaders of Israel 
took the ark into battle with them without asking God. The results were disastrous: 
the Philistine army defeated Israel and captured the ark. At the end, because of God’s 
intervention, the Philistines returned the ark to Israel (1 Samuel 6). 

Because God’s presence was in the ark of the covenant, treating it like a magic 
amulet, like an object to use when necessary, was a great offense and a breaking of 
the third commandment. Having the ark in their midst was a confirmation of God’s 
faithfulness to his promises: he promised he would be with them and fight along with 
and for them.
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The Tabernacle Bible Study
This book contains discussion questions for each session and lots 
of space for writing. Learn how the sacrifices, tabernacle items, 
and even the structure of the tabernacle were designed to show 
us something about God. In this useful resource, see the parallels 
between the Old Testament sacrifices and priestly duties and 
Jesus’ service as the perfect sacrifice and perfect high priest. 

Softcover .......................978-1-62862-752-7 .............$11.99

Rose Guide to the Tabernacle
This book is packed with fascinating facts, full-color Tabernacle 
pictures, charts, and diagrams not available in other books. It 
explains the history of the Tabernacle and its sacred objects and 
activities, while also illuminating deep insight into what Jesus did 
for his followers during his life, his death and his resurrection. This 
fantastic resources is great for anyone doing a Tabernacle Bible 
study or for anyone wanting to dig deeper into the symbolism of the 
Old Testament..

Hardcover ..................9781596362765 .................. $34.99

Essential Guide to the Tabernacle 

Don’t just read about the tabernacle—see it!

The Essential Guide to the Tabernacle is your go-to compact resource, filled with 
full-color charts, illustrations, timelines, calendars, and much more!

Learn how everything about the tabernacle, from its construction to its contents, 
teaches us about God. This guide will help you:

• See how the tabernacle was built, the furniture inside and how it was used, and 
why it was important to the Israelites.

• Explore detailed illustrations show inside and outside of the tabernacle.
• See the parallels between Old Testament sacrifices and priests’ duties and 

Jesus’ role in the New Testament as our perfect sacrifice and high priest, and 
much more. 

Hardcover ..............................978-1-64938-052-4 ......................................$9.99

The Tabernacle
This pamphlet includes a brief explanation of each part of the 
biblical Tabernacle. It also explains the symbols that are fulfilled 
in Jesus. It walks you step-by-step through the pattern of worship, 
from the Tabernacle Courtyard to the High Priest Aaron in the Most 
Holy Place, and the Ark of the Covenant. Perfect for a Bible study 
of the Tabernacle or the book of Hebrews. 

Pamphlet ...................... 978-1-89094-799-6 ...........$4.99

Rose Publishing Inc., publishes full-color, easy-to-use Bible reference materials, including charts, maps, time lines, and biblical reference pamphlets for pastors, Bible study leaders, new member classes & small groups.
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