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� e tabernacle was where God met with Israel in the wilderness of 
Sinai. � is portable sanctuary that the Israelites carried with them 
during the exodus can provide us with insights into God’s character. 
Learn how the tabernacle demonstrates God’s holiness; how it reveals 
his desire to live among his people; and how it points to his plan of 
redemption through Jesus.

Essential Guide to the Tabernacle is packed with charts, illustrations, 
and more, including:

• Cutaways revealing the di  erent sections of the tabernacle

• Explanation of the tabernacle’s furnishings

• Calendar of feasts and holy days

• � e garments of the 
high priest

• Map of the exodus

• And more!

ESSENTIAL GUIDES are compact biblical resources 
to take wherever you go! 

ISBN 978-164938-052-4
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Israelites Communed with God 
through the Tabernacle

Christians Commune with 
God through Jesus

1. Bronze altar for sacrifices Christ’s sacrifice

2. Bronze laver for washing Cleansing through confession

3. Lampstand Enlightened by the Holy Spirit

4. Table of the bread of the presence Fed by the living Word

5. Altar of incense Prayer, communication, intercession

6-7. Through the veil into the Most  
Holy Place

Entering God’s presence boldly  
through Christ

8. Priest and the garments Service to God and others

Why is the Tabernacle Important Today?

1. Today, believers are God’s dwelling place (1 Corinthians 6:19).

2. God’s holy presence is among us (Exodus 40:34–38).

3. As believers, we are part of a priesthood (1 Peter 2:5, 9).

4. The Tabernacle shows a pattern of worship prescribed by God  
(Hebrews 10:19–25).

Why Is the Tabernacle Important Today?
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The Tabernacle cutaway
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Section Two – The Tabernacle
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The Design of the Tabernacle
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Section Two – The Tabernacle

Three Parts
The Tabernacle had three main sections. Each section contained special, sacred 
objects. Each section was also the place of different sacred activities.

The Courtyard 
Sacred objects: The Courtyard is the main access to the Tabernacle. The 
wide gate is the place where ancient Israelites would bring their sacrifices 
and offerings. There, the priests would receive and bless people. Within 
the courtyard, the priests would offer sacrifices at the bronze altar. There 
was also a bronze laver, in which the priests could cleanse themselves to be 
ritually clean.

The Holy Place 

The Holy Place housed three important objects for the service of the 
Tabernacle: The golden lamp, the table of the bread of the presence, and the 
altar of incense. The priests performed daily tasks inside the Holy Place: they 
had to keep the lamps burning, offer incense twice a day, and bring fresh 
bread weekly to the table.

The Most Holy Place
The Most Holy Place was a unique place. The ark of the covenant was in 
this room. God’s very presence dwelt in the Most Holy Place. Only the 
High Priest could enter this room once a year, protected by a cloud of smoke 
from burnt incense. The most important celebration in the Jewish calendar, 
the Day of Atonement, had its climax in the Most Holy Place, where the 
high priest offered the blood of the sacrificed animal to God to atone for the 
people’s sin.
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Bible References about the Tabernacle

The Tabernacle in the Wilderness
Description/Building of:

Frame Exodus 26:15–37; 36:20–38

Covering Exodus 25:5; 26:7–14; 36:14–19

Second Covering Exodus 25:5; 26:14; 35:7, 23; 36:19; 39:34

Curtains Exodus 26:1–14, 31–37; 29:9–16; 35:15, 
17; 36:8–19, 35, 37

Court Exodus 27:9–17; 38:9-16, 18; 40:8, 33

Holy Place Exodus 26:31–37; 40:22–26

Most Holy Place Exodus 2:3–35; 40:20–21

Tabernacle completed Exodus 39:32

Dedicated and sanctified Exodus 40; Numbers 7

Preparation for traveling Numbers 1:51; 4:5–33; 7:6–9

Names

Sanctuary Exodus 25:8

Tent of Meeting Exodus 27:21

Tent/Tabernacle Exodus 33:7

Tent of Testimony Exodus 38:21; Numbers 1:50; 17:7–8

First tent of meeting Exodus 33:7–11

Pattern revealed by God to Moses Exodus 25:9; 26:30; 39:32, 42–43

All strangers and unclean are forbidden 
to enter Leviticus 15:31; Numbers 1:51; 19:13, 20

Worship and offerings brought to
Leviticus 17:4; Numbers 10:3; 16:19, 
42–43; 20:6; 25:6; 31:54; Deuteronomy 
12:5–6, 11–14

Trials conducted at Deuteronomy 17:8–15
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Section Two – The Tabernacle

The Tabernacle in the Wilderness
All males to appear before three times 
a year Exodus 23:17

Encampment around Numbers 2

Tabernacle tax Exodus 30:11–16

Furniture of the Tabernacle and its 
construction Exodus 25:10–40; 27:1–8, 19; 37; 38:1–8

The Tabernacle in the Promised Land
Names

Tent/Tabernacle 1 Chronicles 5:5

Tent of Testimony 2 Chronicles 24:6

Temple of the Lord 1 Samuel 3:3

Who shall dwell in God’s tent? Psalm 15

At Gilgal Joshua 4:18–19

At Shiloh
Joshua 18:1; 19:51; Judges 18:31;  
20:18, 26–27; 21:19; 1 Samuel 2:14; 4:2, 4; 
Jeremiah 7:12, 14

At Nob 1 Samuel 21:1-6

At Gibeon 1 Chronicles 21:29

At Zion 1 Chronicles 15:1; 16:1–2;  
2 Chronicles 1:4

Brought to the Temple by Solomon 2 Chronicles 5:5; 1 Kings 8:1, 4–5

Tabernacle in the New Testament
Tabernacle alluded to (eskenosen means 
dwelt or pitched his tent) John 1:14

Priestly functions point to Jesus Hebrews 8:2, 5; 9:1–24
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The Tabernacle Bible Study
This book contains discussion questions for each session and lots 
of space for writing. Learn how the sacrifices, tabernacle items, 
and even the structure of the tabernacle were designed to show 
us something about God. In this useful resource, see the parallels 
between the Old Testament sacrifices and priestly duties and 
Jesus’ service as the perfect sacrifice and perfect high priest. 

Softcover........................978-1-62862-752-7..............$11.99

Rose Guide to the Tabernacle
This book is packed with fascinating facts, full-color Tabernacle 
pictures, charts, and diagrams not available in other books. It 
explains the history of the Tabernacle and its sacred objects and 
activities, while also illuminating deep insight into what Jesus did 
for his followers during his life, his death and his resurrection. This 
fantastic resources is great for anyone doing a Tabernacle Bible 
study or for anyone wanting to dig deeper into the symbolism of the 
Old Testament..

Hardcover...................9781596362765................... $29.99

Essential Guide to the Tabernacle 

The tabernacle (“tent of meeting”) was the place where the Israelites worshiped God 
during their wilderness wanderings after the Exodus. Learn how everything about 
the tabernacle, from its construction to its contents, teaches us about God.

See how the tabernacle was built, the furniture inside and how it was used, and why 
it was important to the Israelites. Detailed illustrations show inside and outside of the 
tabernacle. See the parallels between Old Testament sacrifices and priests’ duties 
and Jesus’ role in the New Testament as our perfect sacrifice and high priest, and 
much more. Dozens of colorful charts and illustrations, along with helpful time lines 
and calendars, make this compact, easy-to-use book a perfect resource for anyone 
wanting to learn more about the tabernacle. 

Hardcover...............................978-1-64938-052-4.......................................$9.99

The Tabernacle
This pamphlet includes a brief explanation of each part of the 
biblical Tabernacle. It also explains the symbols that are fulfilled 
in Jesus. It walks you step-by-step through the pattern of worship, 
from the Tabernacle Courtyard to the High Priest Aaron in the Most 
Holy Place, and the Ark of the Covenant. Perfect for a Bible study 
of the Tabernacle or the book of Hebrews. 

Pamphlet....................... 978-1-89094-799-6............$3.99

Rose Publishing Inc., publishes full-color, easy-to-use Bible reference materials, including charts, maps, time lines, and biblical reference pamphlets for pastors, Bible study leaders, new member classes & small groups.
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